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AUSTRALIA
AND THE

BALTIC STATES ik

12 months ago, the Australian
Government recognized, de jure,Russian
colonial rule in the Baltic States
(Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania).

Having previously condemned other
colonial empires, why did our
Government take this unusual step ?

Did the plan work out ? Has Australia
gained anything from this "Baltic de-
cision" ? What acout the Balts thems-
elves - are they better off, or worse
off ?

* Factual Report "In Retrospect":
Pages 3, 4, 5,.

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

1* Postal rip-off and the Baltic ilews-
- Page 9.

2* Baltic migrants make their mark in
Australia - Page 2.

3* News from the Baltic States- Page 11. By OOUTESY o nahs Mevewry", 21711,
The Mevewry",21/::,,

Don’t miss... -

PUBLIC DISCUSSION:
WILL THE AUSTRALIAN BALTS CAPITULATE?

8 p.m. Tuesday, 9th September, 1975 - Polish Halj
Well-known speakers. All Welcome.
See back page for details.
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Baltic Contributions to Australia (continued)

EDITOR'S NOTE:

ood work won Alek
0’'S highest gong

Ovtstanding individval efforts in line repair during the 1974 Queensland floods have earned
Lines Supervisor Alek Joblonskas of Alice Springs NT the Post Office’s

34 yeor old acting
highest stuff award — the Certificate of Merit.

repairing faults on the
two aerial trunk lines
upon which all N.T.
communications were so
often totally dependent
at the time.

It wes presented to him by the
Postmaster-Generol Senator Bishop
ot on Alice Springs ceremeny
attended by everybody whe is
anybedy in Territery Governmest

and business ond some of his clesest “Major flooding of the
liney colleogues. R_anken and (isorlgin.
The citation on Alek Tivers prevent ines
Jablonskas' Certificate Staff from Camooweal
reads — lt“t:dmﬁ :tlulft: h:n\}%e
“Duri 2 eastern part o N.T.
in nl‘ h.:vengm?; ““These were attended
Tablelands, Northern  Wherever possible by Mr
Territory, i Jablonskas, who

| traversed flooded roads
and creek crossings up
to three feet deep to
reach the trouble spots.

**During the Mood period
of January-February
there were only two brief
periods when all com-
munications were lost

in
January / February,
1974, he rendered out-
standing service under
very difficult and
sometimes dangerous
conditions to provide or
restore essential ser-
vices throughout the
Tennant Creek -—
(Camooweal district.” along this 'route.
As hackground to the ‘*A particular case

; : worthy of mention oc-
‘a;:‘rd it has been recorded Vi duaary Nohan

“He worked very long the temporary telephone
hours travelling the 300 | ®ervice at a t
miles between Tennant ©¢f Housing and
Cisik ‘asd Caioowasl Construction Road-

. ~ ¥ N > ST 2.4
Senator Bishop and Alek Jablonskas with Alek’s Certificate of Merit.

. ““The fault also affected
/the main Tennant

. his companion was not

Although comparatively small
in number, the post-World-War-2
migrants from the Baltic States
have made a significant contri-
bution to the arts,sciences and
industries of Australia.

In this series of articles,
we show that the typical Eston-
jan, Latvian or Lithuanian who
has settled in this country, is
a loyal, hard-working citizen -
and not 2 war-monger or a Nazi-
in-hiding.

The Baltic migrants have
also brought with them a rich
cultural heritage that is some
4,000 years cid, Some of this
heritage is Leing passed on to
the coming Australian genera-
tions, in many varied forms.

F lot more is likely to be lest
forever, because of a lack oy
public interest.

Readers are invited to send
articles and other suitable
material for this series.

ALEX JABLONSXAS was bornm in the
eity of Xaunas (Lithuania). During
the years of freedom, his fatner

| worked for the Lithuanian Fost
Office. After the Ffamily migrated
To Ausiralia, Alek completed his
echooling (in W.A. and S.A.) and
chen follawed in his father's foot-
stepe, by joining the P.M.G. Dept.

works Camp at
Happy Creek (near
Ranken River) was
reported out of service.

He i3 single and lives in Alice
Springs.

Alek shares the Lithuanians'’
irnate love for the nature and the
wild-life. He likes bush-walking
ars stiiies the birds. He <ie also
an anateur painter and pizus golf.

Creek-Mt. Isa trunk
route which at the time
was also out of service
due to flooding on the
Queensland side of the
Last year, Alek starred in the
Alice Springs Musical Society's
racduction of "The Wnite Zcrse
mn". And, if they do noi nave
&r many flocds wp liorth <n the
nezt fer wontne, Alek shoul’l De
e to0 appear again in zne Socis-
v's next musical, "Chariie Giri".

er.
““The fault occurred
approximately 1 km
away from the road. A
lightning strike had
broken two wires and
further damage was
caused when cattle
became entangled in
wires and dragged them
away.

*“Mr Jablonskas attend-
ed this fault on his own,
carrving a ladder and
tools across deep mud
between the roadway
and the trunk route as

keprinted, with permission,
from AFQ News, June, 1975.
Me are especially indebted

to Mrs. Carolyn Burke, of

for abost fotir Bowrs: " Telecom Australia.
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... IN RETROSPECT

In July, 1974, the Australian Government of-
ficially recognized Russian scvereignty over the
formerly independent Baltic States (Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania).

Initially,the decision was nct announced in
Australia. It remained a clesely guarded secret un-
til Russian officials leaked the news to Reuters
representatives in Moscow, on 3rd August 1°74.

Brokan Promises
In the following few wecks, there was a wide-

soread reaction from the Australian Balts. They
poirted out that, as political refucees in the late
1240's, they had chosen to come to Austraiic beca-
use of reassurances given oy the then Prime [inis-
ter, WUr, Ben Chifley. Subsecuent Lahor leaders had
also confirmed Mr. Chifley's attitude.

Why This Change of Heart? '

The reasons for Mr. Whitizm's subsequent chang
of heart were released by the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Senator Willesee. 1n a statement to the
Australian Senate on 13th August, 1974.

Senator Willesee said, t.2 recconition of the
Russian rule in the non-Russian Baltic States was
aimed at facilitating (1) *we reunion of families;
(2) settlement of estates; 3) consular assist-

ance to members of the Daltic comaunities in Aust-
ralia who visited their fami'y homeland.

It should be stressed he=z that the Australian
Government made this decision dadeinst the wishes
of the people directly corcerned. Tne Baltic
comunities in Australiz were net consulted, nor
were they warned of the Government's intentions.
This was in spite ot 2 leiter written to Mr. Whi-
tlam two months earlier (in Lay, 1974) in which a
Baltic leader had explicitly asked Mr. Whitlam not
to recognize the armed Russian takcover of the
three Baltic States.

Australian Plan Shattered

Tn the months that follcwed, it became abundan-
tiy clear that none of Senator Wiliessee's hopes
could be fulfilled. Todar. the Salts are worse
off than ever. Sn are the Australian iaxpayers
and housewives who, since th2 recognition, have
been subsidizing cut-price besf "exports" to Rus-
sia {cf.The Herald, 11/2/1975).

Let us take a quick lock at how our Governmen-
t's "Baltic decision" has affected the Australian
Balts. 3

Reunion cf Families?

A Tormer migrant from Lithuania has been try-
ing for years to bring his family to Australia.
He built a nice home in Glenorchy, (a northern -
suburb of Hebart), and saved up enouch money to -
pay the fares. In October, 1974 (three months
after the recognition), he was told to stop try-
ing, as his wife and children would never be al-
Jowed to join him in Australia.

In August, 1374, a migrant woman ir Tasmania
received word that her father was dying in Esto-
nia. She tried to telephone her family home in
Tallinn (the capital of Estonia), but was refus-
ed a connection. In desperation, she turned to
a Hobart solicitor for heln. The latter kept

' ringing for hours, but could not get past Moscow.

In December, 1974, the ceople of Hobart had
asked the Prime Minister, Mr. Khitlam, to inter-
cede on behalf of five Lithuanian-prisoners of
conscience. A resident of Hobart had a person-
al interest in this petition, because one of the
five Lithuanians was his cousin.

The réquest to the Prine Minister received wide
support from both Labor and Liberal peliticians as

- well as from the general public, (for a “ull report

see Baltic News, 5/4/75, p.2). After a prolonged

| silence, Hr. Whitlam's Priv>te Sacretary informed

the people of Hobart that ".e Frirm2 Minister did
not have the opportunity to make specific represen-

| tations to the Soviel Gove.wment about imprieoned
| Lithuarnians during his visit to Europe.”

Senator Marriott (Tasmania! then asked the Min-

| ister for Foreign Affairs {Senator Willesee) to take

this matter up through diplomatic channels and ask
the Soviet authorities to 12t the five Lithuanians _
go. Senator Willesee took r.o action (cf. Baltic

News, 4/6/75, p.3).

So much for the re-union of families ...
Continued on next page

'
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Settlement of Estates
The Soviet system frow-s upon private property.
Owners of houses, farms cr 7a-tcrics are "enemies of
the state". A1l property owned by former Baltic
gigizens has been confiscatea by the Russian author-
ties.

This means that the Russians will not entertain
any claims from Australian residents, but are anx-
ious to take over all Australian property inherit-
ed by the people living in the Baltic countries.

In other words, the so-called “settlement of
estates" is all one-way trafiic: from Australia
to Moscow.

Consular Assistance.

Australi> has been unable to provide the "con-
sular assislance®, as anticipated by Senator Wil-
lesee in i1is Serate speech last year.

The Australian Government still has no consuil-
ates in ‘he Baltic States, nor can it see its way
clear to the ectablishment of such official repre-
sentation in the future (cf. Hansard, p.3277).

Travel to the Baltic States.

As for travel to the Baltic States, the Aust-
ralian Government's 1974 decision has made it &
lot worse, instead of facilitating it in any way!

Former Baltic citizens who visit thz countries
of their birth now, can be drafted into the Red
Army, or 2rrested by the Russians and charged wi*n
treason. Travelling on an Australian passport is
of no hetp. As aiready reported in an earlier is-
sue of the Baltic News (5/5/1975, pp.1 & 2), the
Australian Covcrnment is not in a position to pro-
tect its naturalized citizens, while they are on
Russian-held scil.

NEW PROBLEMS

By recognising the Soviet Russian sovereignty
over the Baltic States, the Australian Government
has also created szveral new problems. Let us
Took at a fow of them.

Communications.

It is quite clear by now that communications
between Australians of Baltic origin and their
friends or relatives in their homelands are still
a: difficult as they had been before the recogni-
tion.

Apart from the personal risks invelved, travel
in the 3altic States is restricted to a few pre-
determinecd places and routes. Visitors from Aust-
ralia are only allowed to stay in certain Govern-
ment-run hotels. Their total stay must not exceed
a short period prescribed by the Russian authori-
ties: usually 5 - 7 days.

In fact, some people who had paid visits to the
Baltic States previously, have said categorically
that they dare not make another visit under the
present corditions.

Parcels of clothing and other personal gifts
from Australia are still subjected to exorbitant
Soviet customs duty - which must be pre-paid in
Australian currency, at this end.

Duz! Matidnality.

The quaestion of former citizenship still has
relevance to most naturalised Australian Balts,

The ironic case of Mrs. D.E. Hoile (of Seaton,
S.A.) highlights the predicament, into which the
Australian Government has unwittingly placed its
own citizens (see: "Russian citizen against my
will®, in: Baltic Hews, 5/5/19/5, p.B?.

Grazuzl Elimination of Baltic People.

In the meantime, there is continued evidence
from official Soviet census figures and other re-
Tiatle sovrces, that the Russians are carrying out
2 systemacic reduction of native populations in
all three Baltic countries. In some cities, e.g.,
Kohtla-Jdive in Estonia, the population is already
repurted to be SE% Russian. For all practical
purposes, the Baltic countries today are treated
as Russian colonies.

Withholding of the de jure recognition of the
armad annexation is, therefore, the only way to
show the world that Australia is not in favour of
colonialisa.

WHY WORRY AT ALL?

There are people in Australia who say, "Why
should we care at all, about something that hap-
pened 12,000 miles away, some 3C-o4d years ago?"

The answer lies in the Covenant of the League
of Nations. Article 10 of this Covenant reads,

"Members of the League wndertake to respect and
preserve against external aggressiom, the terri-
torial integrity and existing polisical indepen-
dence of all Members of the League."

As a former member of the League of Nations,
Australia is bound by its covenants. Passage of
time cannot relieve Australia of her obligations.

It is mainly for this same reason that the U.K.
and U.S.A. have continually withheid de jure recog-
nition of Russian sovereignty over the fellow mem-
bers of the Leage (in this case, Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania).

Coniinued on next page
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NOT A POLITICAL FOOTBALL

It is vnfortunate that seme peaole have been
trying to make political miiezge out of the "Baltic
issue” (cf. Paul Coulter's comments in Tne Feral,
18/9/74).

The Baltic question should have never been al-
Towed to become a party-political football, in this
country.

The Baltic question is <imcly one of national
self-determination and of adherence by “reaty sig-
natories to intermaticnal Taw. it 1s a question
of restoring cultural, political and economic auto-
nomy to 2thnic groups who, as nations, have demon-
strated a higher level of civilizz.ion and capacity
for self-government than most of t1cse (especiaily
Russians, Africans, Latin Americans ard several
Asian peoples) who cureentiy 2njo:* national, and
even imperial, status (cf. teacher 7. McGlynn's
dialogue with Mr. Whitlam, at Launcaston Matricul-
ation College on 26/6/75).

The Baltic question is a sioral ovestion which
cuts across Party-political toundaries. It asks,
"Are all nations entitled tn freedim?" and “What
God-given right do we, Austialians, have to deny
freedom to others?"

The majority of Australians 4id rot like our
Government's Baltic decision wher it was first
made krown - and they still fzel the same way.
The Australian Galluc-Horgan pubi<¢ opinion polls
found late in 1974 that, of 1545 eiectors inter-
viewed, only 22% agresed with the dzcision to re-
cognise the incorporation of the Baltic States.

A follow-up survey in Tasrmania revealed that
most of the supporters of the Government's decis-
ion, knew very little - or nothing at all - about
the Baltic States. Once acquainted with the
historical facts, many changed their attitudes.

Labor Policy.

Some media and some Opposition spokesmen have
inferred that the "Baltic decision" was a reflec-
tion of a "new twist" in the ALP 2olicy - an at-
tempt to please the Russian colonial conquerors at
all costs.

The Baltic News believes that only the events
of the next 12 months will prove or disprove,
whether there is any truth in this allegation.
There is mounting evidence in every Australian
State that an ever increasing number of ALP poli-
ticians - like the majority of Australians - do not
agree with the Australian Government's 1974 “"Baltic
decision",

Mr. Bob Hawke was among those who had signed 2
petition to the Senate, seexing a reversal of che
decision.

Mr. D.A. Dunstan, the Prerier of South Austraiia
declared on 28/11/74, "I dc not quastiom thz Iight
of the Australiaw Govervrent to mave tais decisiom.
However, ry personal view is taat it is one I voxid
not have made. I disagree witi i3, I recognise
the distress it nas cauacd o Austraiiams of Baicic
descent and believe it brings no tanefiv to Ausc-
ralia,”

Readers of the Baltic News will recaii the
statement made by Mr. Ray Sharry, the Lasor M.H.R.
for Franklin, that the Baltic decision was "3 cause
of some great concein, not oriy to him, but to
many of his colleagues". It is iess weil known
that Mr. Sherry had in fact sought to have a rever-
sal of the Government's decision made by Caucus,
but the outcome of his action ‘ias nzver made
publicly known.

The president, vice-president, secretary and
treasurer of the Tasmanian Univei'sity branch of
ALP declared in a letter published in The Mercury
on 1/11/74,

"It i8¢ a jaet that nos ali members of the ALP
support the recognition of tr= Bultic States. Our
branch has informed the Prime Minister and Hinis-
ter for Foreign Affairs of cur comearn in this
matter”.

Of course, there are dozens of other prominent
ALP men and women who had spoken out in defence
of the Baltic nations. A% least one of them is
currently facing expulsion from ALP. Is there any
connection with the fact that this man had openiy
admitted that the Government had made a mistake
and that the "Baltic decision" was a bad decision?

Electoral Repercussions.

On 19/9/74, a well-known political ccmmentator
(Dr.P.J. Boyce) said on the A.B.C. current affairs
programme, "Notes on the News",

"I strongly suspect that the decision, appar-
ently intended to pass unmnoziced by the Ausiraiian
public, will haunt the Whitlam goverwment for some
time to come, perhaps evsn to its ciectioral grave.
There may be cnly 50,000-60,000 dustralians of
Baltic origir. in this cowntry, but annoyancze or
anxiety about the Whitlam guverrent's zesture %o
the Soviet Urion seems tc havs srread far beyord
the bowndaries of an Australiian e‘hnic minoricty."

If the Bass hy-zlection results are any indica-
ticn, the prediction about the "electoral grave"
certainly sec s to have com true.

But is the continuec persisterce with one bad
decision a sufficient reason to commit political
suicide?

The evidence presented hera2 snows that no real
disadvantages - and quite a fow tangioie advantages-
would accrue, if the present Ausiralian Government
reversed its 1974 decision tc recogrise de jure
the Soviet Russian sovereignty cver Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania.

The present Labor Governnent in Canberra has
shown, at least once before, that i1t has enough
courage to admit its own mistakes. and that it is
not loathe to reverse a decision if it fails t2
bring the desired results fe.g., the tariffs casa).

We therefore appeal to Mr. Whitlam and his
colleagues:

Please, Reverse the Baltic Decision 'low!

® Australia's Name Blemished: Page 11.
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Aggression, Soviet Style, 71939-40

VARDYS, V.S. (ed.), Lithuania Under the Soviets. New York:

Zxtract from:

V. STANLEY VARDYS

Fred. A. Praeger, 1965, pp. 47-52.

In the summer of 1939, the Nazis and the Soviets decided
jointy to complete the destiuction of the Versailles organization
of Europe, 1t which until then each had been nibbling away
individually. This destruction was sei in motion by means of the
nonaggression pact of August 25. 1939. which unleashed Germany
against the Western powers aid sealed the tate of Eastern Europe,
including Lithuania.! The pact's seact protocol provided tor a
division of Poland and tor Soviet dominat 1 over Luatvia and
Estonia. Initially, Lithuania was allocated to he German sphere
of influence, but by a supnlementary provision of September 2a
it wus transiened to the Sovieis. Tl Teeanans. pressed by their
Russian ally, traded Lithuania tos the Lebtin province ot Poiznd
twhich was seized by the Sotiets; wnd ‘or ar adidiuonal compensa-
tion of ;.3 million dollars in ecit. Berhin had lost interest n
Lithuania after the Kaunas goveriancat, anxious to remain inde-
pendent from both Berlin and Xoscow 1:jected von Ribbenvon's
invitation, at the price of an alliance x1 » Germany, to attack
Poland and cupture Lithuania’s old -2pital <tv and region of
Vilnius * General Jonas Cernius, the Lichuanian Prime Minister,
publicly dedared that Lithuania would seek to regain Vilnius
only by peaceful means.

History has many ironic moments and this was one of them:
Lithuania had sutfered diplemuticulls and economically for re-
fusing 10 abandon Vilnius. but now it de-lined to take it, although
invited to do so. Instead, together w:th e other Baltic states.
Lithuani» declared its neutrality thus heping to weather the
storm of U war. This. however, arpeared to be impossible.

By declining to join the war against Pol nd, Lithuania avoided

the status of German protectoraie that Hiter usually imposed on
smaller natiens allied with Berlin: however, by rejecting German
“protection,” Lithuania delivered itself into the hands of the
Soviet Union.

‘Tir First Sracr oF THE Deasma: Tuar Soviets Movi In

The Kremlo's “Limited” Qbjective. Moscow proceeded carefully.
Although Soviet military maps® began showing Lithuania as a
Soviet Sodialist Republic in the fall of 193¢, at first the Soviets
demanded of Lithoania (as well as of Lanvia and Estonia) only
a mutual wssistance pact that would allow the Kiemlin to main.
tain land and air bases and 20,000 Red troops. To make this
demand more palatable, Stalin sugar-coated it with a promise
tor the return of the ity of Vilnius and a portion of the surround-
ing teiritony, which had been recogmized as Lithaanian by the
peace trcaty of 1920 -territory that just wecks before had been
wrested from the terrified Poles. Thus it happened that, unwilling
to seize it directly, Lithuania now had to accept the city from the
Savier nion.

Although the mutualassistance pact, signed on October 10,4
guaranteed that the Soviets would not intcrfere in Lithuania's
domestic atlairs, rumors about an impending seizure of the Baltic
states began to spread immediately, and Foreign Commissar
Molotov felt it necessary, in a speech to an exuraordinary session
of the Supreme Soviet. to “declare that the foolish talk of sovieti-
zation of the Baltic states is useiul anly to our common enemies
and 1o aii kinds ol anti-Soviet provocateurs.”

At hrst, Soviet hehavior scemed to confirm this solemn as-
suranee. The troops that entered Lithuania in accordance with
the “mutialassistance  tresty conducted themseives 1easonably
well. ‘The underground Communist Party was apparently ordered
to tiead soltly; in the acgotiations on the bases, Stalin 'vud given
the Lithuanians freedom te deal withs the Litsmian Commuanists
however they liked. Bat, thic attitude of «wweet reason iastea only
as loiig as the Sovies weid Gghting the winter war against Finlared,
whith bad iefused to Aeept a izl s Istance pace of the sort
foisted on the other Baitic states. Onee the Finns were subdued,
the Communists in Lithusmia started fomenting stiikes on Soviet
military buse sitess military commanders began compliining 10
Lithuanians about alleged failnres o provide promjsed food
supplics: Soviet soldiers were allowed to ming's with Fithaanian

civilians, with whom they would become involved in tavern
brawls. At the same time, the Sovicts, in a show of strength, trans-
ferred substantial military equipment to their bases near Kaunas.
Their true intent became clear when, on May 16, 1. f2uestiia
excitedly came out against the cornerstone of the current Lithu-
anian (and Baltic) policy of neutrality, then very much the talk
of Baltic diplomats. “The recent war events [the occupation of
Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg by the Geimans]

nce more proved.” the Soviet newspaper wrote, ““that the neutral-
ity of small states, which do not have power to support it, is a
niere taotary. Thercivre, there arz ver few chances fer small
counties to survivy aad ‘o mainti, o th=y .ndependence Al won-
siderations of small countries on the question of justice and in-
justice in reiations with the Big Powers, which ar. at war ‘to
determine if they are 1o be or not to be. wre 2t the leact, naive.”
The Lithuzanian minister in Moscow, Ladas Natkevitius, reported
that “a black cat ciossed the path of Lithuanian-Soviet rela-
tions."®



The Squeezs avd the Occupation. These premonitions were well-
founded, for on May 28, the day the Belgian King suncadered
to the Germans, Moscow accused Lithuania of kidnaping two
| Soviet soldiers and causing them to desert the Red Army, The
- accusation was repeated the next day by General Lokteney, the

Deputy Commissar for Defense. Lithuanian authorities rancted

immediately, and on the General's information found one of the
soldiers happily spending nights with a local lady. With him was
. another Red soldier, not named in the note. Kaun:s proposed a
joint Soviet-Lithuanian commission to investigaie the aflair.
Howev:, since this proposal did not ag.ee with Soviet plans, it
was ignored; instead, three Jlays later, on May 3¢, (he teviet Gov-
ernment publicly accused Lithuania of kidnaping Soviet soldiers
and of adopting a “provucative’” attitude that might have “grave
consequences.™ Inunvdiately after the publicnlion of this warn-
ing, the Lithuanian Government decided to send its Forcign
Minister to Moscow to clarify the situation and propose methods
to avoid such incidents in the future. The Soviets, however, seized
on their own provocative acts as a casus belli and deranded the
| visit of the Prime Minister. Russia needed to act at once if its

designe on Lithuznia and the other Baltic states were to come oft

smoothly; time was short, but Russia’s timing was perfect. The
| Germans, busy with their invasion of France, were far too as

| cupied to restrain Moscow in the Baltic area. Amid the noise and
excitement over the war in the West—as it happened, the collapse
of Paris and France itself—Russia found it casy to swallow the

Baltic states without opposition from Germany or the rest of the

world.

On his June 6 trip to Moscow, Prime Minister Antanas Merkys
and his aides were refused clementary diplomatic courtesy®—a bad
omen for the travelers—aithough they regained sonie ol their
optimism after being met in Moscow with official honors. The
initial mecting at the Kremlin was set for g:0o p.v on Junz 7.0
In this first confrontation, Foreign Commissar Molotov did not
yet completely spell out Soviet demands, but he hitteriy accused
the Lithuanian press, some of the ministers, and several organiza-

tions of hostile attitudes. He did not seem to care about the results

of the investigation of the alleged Kidnapings, but required “a

100 per cent pro-Soviet policy” and the dismissal of the Lithu-

anian Minister of the Interior and the Director of Security. the

alleged culprits in the incidents involving Soviet soldicrs. At the
second meeting, on June g, Molotov brought forth more startling
charges and demands. He accused Prime Minister Merkys of
organizing a military alliance with Latvia and Estonia and inti-
mated that Merkys, too, should be dismissed, and a new, more pro-

Soviet government established. When all of this was communicated

to Kaunas, the Cabinet, together with the President, decided to

assure the Soviets of Lithuania's " unquestioned and firm” loyalty.

The President also promised to reorganize the Cabinet. Further-

more, he was persuaded to write a letter of similar assurances to

Mikhail I. Kalinin, the Chairman of the Presidium ol the Supreme

Soviet. In addition, Foreign Minister Juozas Urbiys was sent to

Moscow to answei ali-gitions about the Baltic milltary alliance
(which ditl not exist). Upon his atrnval, a thizd reeeting was held
in Moscow, bin this coula nat relieve the mounting tension,
becase the Soviers did not want 1t 1o, Urblis™ trantic visies to
Kalinin and later te V. G. Dekanczav, the Deputy Foreign Com-
missat, didd not din.inish the g aveey ol the theead either.

Finally, the aruiicial tension wis resolved by its creator. On
June 14, Molotov hai-ed the Lithuanian envoy an ultimatum!®
demanding in effect Lithuania's seli-liquidation. In less than
wwenty-four hours, Lithuania was to allow “a fice entny” into
Lithuania for any Soviet divisions the Kremlin considered neces:
sary to “assure the enforcement” of the mutual-assistune: (afaty.
Furthermore. a new government was to be formed, “zhle” and
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“Ocrermined o Ululfill T the treaty and to “suppress finnly” the
weaty's alleced enemies, To justify these unwinranted demands,
the Soviets attvibuted them to socalled Lithuanian “'provoca-
tions™ against Soviet soldicrs; they also called for the arrest and
wial ol the Lithwanian Interior Minister, Kazys Skulas, and
Ditcctor of the Department of Sccurity, Augustinas Povilaitis.
Thus, the Soviets finally showed their true intentions. After more
than two dccades of pretended (riendship, they now sought to
destioy Lithuania, despite their earlier solemn promise, in the
wreaty of 1920, to abandon tachr cliias on Lithuania “foreror,” a
promise eiaborated in the nonaggiesion pact of 19, @t finally
reaflirmed in the matual-assistance pact of 1039 itseil.

‘The choice faced by the govermnent ia Kevnas was Vifcnlt. In
an emergency cabinet meeting, President Snictona proposed to
rejoct the nitimatum and to resist.'t However, he did not get the
majority's support. It was clear that resistunce to the Soviet forces
rushing into the country from their bases close to the largest
Lithuanian towss and from across the Eastern border would be
mercly symbolic; practicalminded men dreaded the price. It
seems also that the chict of the army, General Vincas Vitkauskas,
wha had just been appointed by the President to replace General
Radtikis, whose political influence the President thus sought to
reduce, was a tarncoat. Some well-intentioned ministers, furiber-
more, did not think that the Sovict protectorate would be &2 ere;
they felt that during the war the small country would not be able
to maimain its complete independence anyway. It also scems
likely that President Smetona could not ger unity now because
his motives were suspect as a result of his authoriturian rule dur-
ing the poevious decade. (Yet the division in the ¢oalition Cabinet
ot Merkys was not based or political “position . ot Ga “opposi-
tion” to the Nationalist rule of Smctona.) The President, of
conrse, could have ordered resistance; however, this might have
added to the difficulties rather than resolved anything. Therefore, |
he agreed 1o aceept the Sovie, demands, \pecifying that e, not the
Saviets, would appoint the new Prime Minister. “Fhe Sovicts,
however, rejected both the suggestion and the person (General
Rudtikis) Smetona named to the post. Instead, they sent V.o G,
Dckanazov, the Deputy Foreign Commissar, to take charge of
watters i Lithuania,

From this the President understood that his own und his coun-
try’s Ircedom were at an end. Unwilling to becom2 a Soviet tool,
he left the country in protest, and came to the Uniwed Sta‘es vaa
Germany and Switzerland, where he was reccived by President
Rooscvelt. (He died here in a hotel fire in 1942.) Meanwhile, some
300,000 foviet troops rushed into the country in their steam-dyviven
trucks. From June 15 on, all powcr in the countiy belonged to
the Red Army and to Dekanazov, the Kremlin's emissary, operat-
ing from the Soviet Legation in Kaunas. The government thut
Dekanazov installed, and even the Lithuanian Communist Party
(which was soon legalized), were mere tools in Soviet hands, al-
thongh some individual politicians at first viewed them as rela-
tively frec Lithusnian agents.

Notes

v. For the text and for other rclated documents, se: Depatment of State,
Nazi-Sowvset Relations, 1930-42: Documents Jrom the A.ciur‘1 of tae German
Foreign Office (Washington, D.C.. 1048, csp. pp. 7678, 107, 112-19, 176,
267-68.

2. See the report of the American Minister in Latvwa > the Secretary of
Swate, in Foreign Relations of the United States, Diptematic Papers: The
Soviet Union, 1935-1939 (Washington, D.C.. 10°2: p. y33: atatement of policy
by the Lithuanian Foreign Minister Juozas Uibits in US. House of Repre-
-entatives, 83d Cong., 2d sess.. Third Interim Repurt of 'z Select Commuttee
on Communist Aggression (Washington, D.C.. 1954). p. 443 (hereinafter cited
as Third Interim Reporty: a discussion of this story wa sioer: N. Tarulis, Soviet
Policy Toward the Baltic Siates (Notre Dame. Ind.. )» PP. 126-46. The
Soviets populanze a cleverly fabricated claim that Lithoiama aself sought a
German alliance and proteciorate. Sce. for example, Tetyr s Balsas (Vilnius),
Ne. 81 (1963), p. §: Komunistas (Viin.us;, No. 6 june, 1060, pp. 35 f.
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Letter to the Editor.

WILL BALTS EVER LEARN ?

The East European ups and downs during the past
50 years have convinced me that the Baits have re-
peatedly made the same mistake: they have reried
on some outside body (i.e., a "big bruther"), to
save them from disaster - instead of becoming more
active themselves. Time and again, the expected
outside help did not eventuate at all; cr 2lse,
the "big Lrother" turned out to be a selfish con-
queror.

Let's look at the facts.

1. Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania has joinsd the
League of Nations (way back in 1920's), ir. the
mistaken belief that other member n2ticns would
protect them against foreign attack. When the Rus-
sians did grab the Baltic States in 1940, what did
g: r?st of the League nations do? Absolutely no-

ng!

2. Some socialists, social democrats and some
ethnic minorities in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuy-
ania collaborated with the Soviet Russians, in the
naive hope that the Russians would build a better
social order for the indigenous pecpic. Instead
of gaining a better deal for the locals, the three
Baltic countries simply tecame Russian colonies.

Notes on: "Agression Soviet Style, 1939-

40" (continued from Page 7)
3- 5o a photostatic copy of this map in M. orandr 7« ra the Restoration

of Lithuania’s Independence, puciished by the Supreme Lithuanian Commit-
tee of Liberation (Reutlingen, C.tinany, 1950), iteert between pp. $6 and 37

4- Text in Jane Degras (ed) Soviet Documents on Foreign Policy, 1917~
1941 (London and New York, 1g31-53), 111, 380-32.

5. Iwvestiia, November 1, 1939,

6. Third Interim Report, p. 313.

7. Text in ibid., pp. y20-21.

8. Dr. Pctras Madiulis, Trys Ultimatumai (Brooktyn, N.Y., 1962), pp. ;4-0s.
An account by a former chicf of the Soviet diivision in the Lithuanian Foreign

9- Sce reports by the Lithuanian envoy 10 Moscuw, Ladas Natkevidius, to
the Lithuanian Forcign Office, Third Imierim Kepo::, pp. 322-42.

10. Text in ibid., pp. 332-13.

11, CL Stasys Raitikis, Kovose dél Lietuvos (Los Angreler, 195;), U, 23-23.

3. There were other Estonians, Latvians and Li-
thuanians who believed that their liberation would
come from the Germans. The evants of 1941-44 con-
vinced even the most casual observer tnat the
Nazis and the Soviets had been tarred with the
same brush. §

4. Undaunted, the Balts then switched their
hopes to the empty promises of the Atlantic Char-
ter. From 1944 to 1952, tney went on Tighting the
Russian colonists. Poor Balts: For 7,years after
the end of World War II, they continued their gue-
rilla warfare against an enemy who was be‘tcr
equipped (by the British and U.S., incidentally)
and who was 20 times bigger. Propped up by occas-
ional supplies (which were dropped inta their fo-
rests by the same British and Americans). the Bal-
tic guerillas no doubt clung to the vain hipe that
Great Britain and U.S.A. would keep their wartime
promises, would land on the Baltic shores any day,
and make the Russians go home... They never live-
to see this happen - quite literally.

You would think that, after all this, the Balts
vﬁuf;c.l have learned their iesson. Not on your

In Australia today, the former Baltic citizens
are fa¢ing a most uncertain future. Senator Wil-
lesee's statement published in your own newslet-
ter (Baltic News, 5/5/1975) would have scared me
to death, it I were a Balt myself (please pardon
the pun). I would have expected every Australian
Balt to knock on the doors of their lucal M.P.s
and Senators. I thcugat, they would have flooded
the streets with their protest marches and let us
read some factual and unemotional literature.

I thought, the bleak outlook would have awak-
ened the Balts and taught them how to use our de-
mocratic processes to the full.

1 have waited in vain. The majority of Aust-
ralian Balts are fast aslesp or else, tco scared
to come out into the onen. They are dreaming of
a new saviour, a new big brother by the name of
Malcolm Fraser, who will come into power one day,
sweep the "Baltic vecision" aside and Tet the
poor gullible Balts Tive happiiy forever after,

They seem to have conveniently overlooked that
the Opposition have condermed the Government's
act of recognition of the Russian rule in the
Baltic States - but have not said unconditionally
that they would reverse 1t7

My advice to all Australian Balts is this: when
in Rome, do as the Romans de. Our prescription for
success hails back to C.J. Dennis's immortal verse,
written around 1908 and still applicable taday:

“Get 2 ---eem move on,
Have some -=---- sense
Learn the ------ art of
Self de--=n=- fence."

So, get a blessed move on, and best of luck to
you, fellahs!

Melbourne. Jock WILLIAMS,



Editorial
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POSTAL RIP-OFF...

Postage on ordinary letters in Austra-

1ia will jump from 10 cents to 18 cents
on September 1st.

In addition to raising more cash for
the Government, this move will also gag
many independedt thinkers in our once-
lucky Australia.

We all know that unhindered communi-
cation is a corner-stone of true free-
dom and democracy. If you can stop peo-
ple from communication with each other,
the path to dictatorship becomes easy.

...AND BALTIC NEWS

The increased postage has certainly
cripled H.E.L.L.P. , the publishers of
the BALTIC NEWS. At one stage, it look-
ed as if this issue might be the last
one.

Just then, we received a flood of
letters and telephone calls. Readers
from all parts of Australia urged us
not to give up so easily. Donations-
big and small - accompanied some of
the letters.

A pensioner sent us $5. Donations
also came from:

B.A. Group of W.A. $59.97
J.Pleckaitis $20.00
Lithuanian Committee ;
of Newcastle $20.00
E.Keenan $10.00
A.Sernas $10.00
Mr.& Mrs. P.Reiljan $ 8.00
D.A.Lowe M.H.A. $ 6.00
Mr. E.Lacis $ 5.00
K.Anderson $ 4,72
Mrs. M.Truchanas $ 3.00
Mrs. Madden $ 2.00
L.Kalasu $ 2.00
Linda Kalasim $1.00

Thank you one and all ! As long as
your support continues, we'll keep
battling on.

WANTED

Baltic News urgently needs typing help.
Can YOU assist for a few hours each
menth? Please ring Ray on 72 5147, or
Ilma on 72 5780, or Al on 25 2508.
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NEWS FROM BALTIC STATES

LITHUANIA

The church of St Kazimieras in Vilnjus was turned into a
Today, it buys for cash any articles connected with religion on the pret-

1965.
ext that it will preserve them for posterity.

secular museum in

However, the relics are exhibited

in a vulgar and irreligious manner, designed to insult believers.

The museum advertises in most regional newspapers.
Collectors disguise themselves as historians or the

throughout all Lithuania.

1ike and portray an attitude of great reverence.

stop at neither deception nor force.

It also mounts expeditions

In obtaining the items, they

Only Tater do people realise that they have

sold their treasures to atheists instead of fellow Christians.

However, despite free admission into this museum, attendance is very small and
even these express disgust at what has been done. Ironically, the church was sub-
Jject to less indignity in 1812 when Napoleon used it as a warehouse than by the

current insult.

ESTONIA :
WAVE OF REPRISALS

"Search Operations" have been carried out
in Estonia by the K.G.B. Their major targets
were literature and typewriters. Four men were
arrested.

The campaign coincides with a wave of simi-
lar arrests and house-searches in Lithuania
and Latvia. The four men arrested were :

K.Matik, 41 , automation specialist;
M.Kurendi, 36 senior engineer at the Tallin
Thermal Power Plant; A.Veratos, 41, physician;
A.Juskevits, 43, senior engineer. Another
Estonian, 0.Meremaa, was dismissed from his
post and temporarily imprisoned for peacefully
demonstrating in Tallin with placards saying
"Put Human Rights into Practice"

Although these men acted according to the
rights guaranteed them in the Soviet Constitu-
tion, they now stand accused because they
tried to inform the U.N. of the reality of the
conditions in Estonia, and demanded that the
principles of the U.N. Human Rights Declarati-
on be put into practice.

...Continued on Page 11.

Books available from H.E.L.L.P. Association,
P.0. Box 272, SANDY BAY, Tas. 7005:

Baltic States, 1940-72 (2nd ed.)§ $.4.95*

War against God in Lithuania @ $.2.75%

“#* Please add postuge (old rate was 33¢ each)

IN MEMORIAM

BAUKYS, Juozas. - A tribute to a fearless Lithuan-
ian freedom fighter, who died in autumn, 1244,
while defending the shores of the River Sventoji
against Russian colonists.

Inserted by Marilyn and Vytas.

STANKUNAS, the Rev Juozas. - In sad memory of the
co-author of the ill-fated 1947 Letter to the
Pope, from the Faithful of Lithuania; died in
Baptai, August 1, 1968, after 10 years' torture
in Russian prisons.

KAIRYS. - In loving memory of Jonas, another Lith-
uanian freedom fighter, killed by the Russian
colonists in Antazave forest.

VAILOKAITIS, the Rev Juozas, B.Ec. - In sad memory
of the former foundation member of the Parlia-
ment of free Lithuania; torturad by the Russian
colonists, died at Pastuva, August 2,1953,short-
ly after return from Siberia.

Inserted by his former parishioners.

KUPLAIS. - In loving memory of Eduards, an officer
in the free Latvian Army; arrested by the RSus-
sian colonists and deported to Siberia, where he
died, 1942.

Inserted by Brigita.

PUKYS, the Very Rev Mgr Povilas. - A tribute to
a devoted Lithuanian priest and the finest of
honest men; died August 19, 1964, in Zemailiy
Kalvarija, after 10 years' torture in Siberia.

MATULIONIS, the Very Rev Teofilis. - In sad memcry
of the former Archbishop of Kai¥iadurys (Lithu-
ania), died August 20, 1262 at the nands of the
Russian colonists, after torture in Lubianka and
Yiadimir prisons.

"Piat voluntas Dei” (his Juing words).

Remembered by Frank Kelly, who saw it all happen.
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LATVIA

PASTOR SMITS ON HUNGER STRIKE

Rev. Janis Smits, harassed pastor of the
Aizpute Baptist Church in Latvia, announced h
would go on a hunger strike from July 8th to
July 13th.

in Stockholm.

Smit's plea to Kosygin for permission to
demonstrate in Red Square or at Moscow's In-
ternational Airport was answered by officials
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the
police with threats of arrest if he tried to
go out of town.
a visa officer that the family would not be

able to emigrate for three years, and that any
further attempts to seek help from Moscow or

from international organisations would invite

arrest.
dition to the family in autumn,such a wait
appears impossible.

Smits and his wife then submitted a petit-

ion to the Ministry of Internal Affairs ask-
ing for a speedy and favourable response to
their visa applications. Pointing out that
at present they were deprived of home and

work, which. were assured abroad, they emph-

asised that their departure had no political
motive. When this petition - was also denied
Smits decided on a hunger strike.

To: H.E.L.L.P.* ASSOCIATION,
P.0. Box 2 SANDY BAY, Tasmania, 7005.

I do not recognize Russian sovereignty over

~ Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

I agree with the objectives of H.E.L.L.P.*
Association and hereby apply for membership.

.L.P
2,

Signature
NAME (mr,Mrs,Miss)
ADDRESS

Phone
Action costs money. Donations always welcome.
I ENCLOSE $. Cash/Cheque/Postal Order
If receipt required, please tick here:

On June 6th Smits was told by

Without home or work and with an ad-

g

This was to coincide with the mee-
tings of the World Baptist Congress being held
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... Continued from Poge &

WHAT OTHERS THINK OF AUSTRALIA

The Baltic recognition act has given Australia
the image of 2 "nation with double standards".

Several commentators have pointed out that, on
the one hand, the present Australian Government has
been most outspoken against foreign interference
in Vietnam; in the next breath, the same Govern-
ment has given its de jure blessing to the foreign
rule in the Baltic States.

This kind of hypocrisy has lowered Austraiia's
reputation abroad. The following observation in
The Yashington Star-News is a typical example of
the free world's reaction to the Australian double
standards:

"Wren last heard from in the field of foreign
affairs, Australia was distinguishing itself by
recognising the forcible annezaiion of the Baltic

; States by the Soviet Union during World War 2...

Can Australia really be so hungry for the presi-
dency of the next General Assemdly that she wili
contribute her support to this hypocritical and
foolish initiative?"

Alexander Solzhenytsin, the exiled Russian
champion of human rights was astounded by the Aust-
ralian Government's "new position". His biting
comments about "the level- of the Prime Minister of
a whole continent, Australia" and about trying to
explain it all “to the communists who rule over
the Baltic nations by force" have been headlined
all over the world; it would be superfluous to
repeat them here.

Even mainland China does not share the Austral-
ian Government's present attitude to the Baltic
question. The Pekirig Review excressed the Chinese
view in its No.%, ssue (pp.12-14):

"The Soviet revisionist remegade cligue, the
new tsars, ...has brasealu reir.forced its jascist
dictatorship in suvpressiny the people who have
put up sustuined and mownting resistance to the
reactionary rule of Soviet revisicaism.

"In Kamas, city in Lithuanii, thousands took to
the streets, shouting the slogwn 'ive Lithuania
freednm'. They aztacked the buildings of the mni-
eipal party committee and the pulice station, and
| fought milttary police mc pa-atirocpers. Seventeen
| veteran party members +n Latviz uont long letters
i to people inside cnd outsicz the Soviet inion, ex-
| posing the Soviet revisionists' Letrayal of Mare-
| Zem-Lentnism and their policu »° wbitrary assimi-
latton of the mational mircrities, In Tallin,
Estonia, demonstrations wers L2id by college stud-
ents...

"Where there is opyrescicn ani exploitation,
there i8 opposition wra é*mggle The more rigid
the oppression, the siromger the opposition; ithe
longer the storm of strugyle b¥zus, the more vio-
lently will it erupt. Tris is the dialectics of
history. The hercic strugzjlas of iMe... national
minorities will surely 3+r<%e cnd shake the dark
rule of the social-imperialists ever more violent-
y."”
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COMING EVENTS

Saturday, 30th August, 1975, 8.30 p.m. to 12.30 a.m.

BALTIC  DANCE
in the Polish Hall, New Town - [OTE CHANGE OF VENUE '!!®

Tuesday, 9th September, 1975, 8.00 p.m. Polish Hall

—
&
c:> WILL THE AUSTRALIAN BALTS CAPITULATE ?

A public forum and discussion.

Principal Speakers:-

Dr. Peter BOYCE, Reader in Political Science, at the
University of Tasmania.

Professor John B. POLYA, of the University of Tasmania.
Mr. Angus DOWNIE, journalist.

. Chairman:- Dr.Richard JONES, of the University of Tasmania.
You have witnessed the consequences of Mr.Whitlam's decisions. What next ? What

does the future hold for the Australian Balts ? - If you care, come and hear ox-

pert assessments of this vital issue. ADMISSION FREE - ALL WELCOME.
ESTONIAN: Teie osavott on aarmiselt tihtis. Tooge kaasa kGik sdbrad ja tuttavad.

LATVIAN: Neaizmirstigt !!! Publisks forums un diskusijas. 9.Septembri, 8.00,
Poéu zalé. S1 ir svariga sandksme ar prominentiem runas viriem.Jisu
kldtbatne ir nepiecieSama lai &is notikums bfitu sekmigs.

LITHUANIAN:Ateikite blitinai ! Australijos politikai jau kalba, kad dél pabaltijo
nebereikia ruGpintis; parodykim jiems, kad Lietuviai nesnaudZia.

Tuesday, 16th September, till Thursday, 25th September, 1975, 12.00 - 9.00

LATVIAN ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION

in the Auditorium of the Tasmanian State Library, Murray Str., HOBART.
Official opening by the Hon. B.K. MILLER M.L.C. on Monday, 25th September at
8.00 p.m. All persons wishing to be present at the opening are asked to ring
Mr. G. Zodins on 725336 beforehand.
- Demonstrations of wood carving, weaving and spinning will be performed at vari-
ous times during the exhibition.

Saturday, 2nd November, 1975, 8.00 p.m., Polish Hall, New Town.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF HELLP ASSOCIATION
Nominations for the executive (up to fifteen members) are to be sent to the
Secretary of the Association by 26th October. These must be signed by two members
of the Association and the candidate.
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