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0
actstHE Lithuanian people come from one of the 
/1 oldest countries in the world. They are 
'^s3' not of Polish extractions, or of Greek 
descent, but are a direct branch of the Indo-European 
race. Of the million who have come to America, 
they have shown their patriotism thru their conduct 
in the World War when their sons answered the call 
to arms, and helped to make up the American army. 
The Lithuanians are law abiding citizens, hard work­
ers, and earnest in all their efforts.
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4 THE LITHUANIAN

INTO LIGHT

Zg^kNCE more the legend, “LITHUANIA,’- 
I I j appears upon the tentative maps of 
VJZ Europe.

The American citizen, with the morning news­
paper propped up before him, allows his roving eyes 
to rest an instant upon a plotted map-space almost 
three times as large as Belgium where the river Nie- 
men pours its ink-line into the Baltic sea. Then 
he takes another sip of coffee, turns another page, 
and with the half-formed thought that this map-label 
has to do with “one of those new war nations,’’ 
blythely dismisses about 5000 years of history, one of 
the world’s oldest languages, and the cherished as­
pirations of some 6,000,000 people whose ancestors 
once saved Europe from the Tartars.

It was not so many years ago, as history checks 
off the passing years, that Lithuania was for two 
centuries one of the largest empires in Europe.
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Five hundred years ago Vytautas the Great reigned 
over a Lithuanian domain that stretched from the 
Baltic to the Black Sea. He had saved the nas­
cent culture of Europe by turning back the invasion 
of the barbaric Tartar hordes. He had marked 
an epoch in the world’s history when, as commander- 
in-chief of both the Lithuanian and Slavic forces, he 
delivered a mortal blow to the Teutonic Order of 
Knights in the famous battle of Tannenberg or Grun­
wald in 1410. His was a name to conjure with 
then and Lithuania basked in the praises of civilized 
Europe.

Now the world’s most successfully obscured na­
tion has stepped forth into the light of a new era 
and set up a mw republic. On its own territory, 
where no other people ever dwelt before them, and 
speaking its own language, which bears no trace of 
either Slavic or Touton tongue, Lithuania stands 
between the realm of Russian collapse an1 the domain 
of German defeat proclaiming independence of past
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6 THE LITHUANIAN

oppressors.
At present matters of national defense in Lith­

uania are left to the Lithuanian provisional govern­
ment by the provisions of the peace treaty with Ger­
many. By the conditions laid down by some of 
the principal allied and associated powers. On 
June 2, Pope Benedict recognized the propriety of 
Lithuania’s national and historical claims to inde­
pendence and pledged the assistance of the Holy See 
in their attainment by means of a Papal communica­
tion to Foreign Minister Valdemar, president of the 
Lithuanian delegation to the peace conference at 
Paris, thru Secretary of State Cardinal Gasparui of 
the Vatican.

The Lithuania of today is but a kernel of the 
ancient realm which bore that name in the days be­
fore Russia finally blotted the name from the official 
maps of Europe with the unexpressive geographical 
designation of “Northwest Country.” It is that 
section in the basin of the Niemen river where even
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now the population speaks the Lithuanian language 
and cherishes Lithuanian traditions and customs. 
It comprises the entire former Russian government 
of Kovno, Vilna (except two counties on the east, 
Disna and Vileika), a part of Grodno north of the 
Niemen, Suvalki (except the county of Augustovo), 
parts of the government of Courland, and the north­
eastern part of East Prussia to the Pregel river, 
where Germany has agreed by the peace treaty to 
allow the populace to vote what state they will join.

This is Lithuania in the strictest ethnographical 
sense. It is the Lithuania which elected President 
Anthony Smetona, who took his oath of office before 
the Taryba or national congress in the provisional 
capital city of Kaunas on April 4th, 1919. (At the 
time the historical Lithuanian capital city of Vilnius 
was in the hands of enemy Bolsheviki.) It is a rich 
rolling, and well wooded country 33,430 square miles 
in area. It is more than twice as large as Den­
mark, Switzerland, or Holland; nearly three times
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8 THE LITHUANIAN

as large as Belgium, and approximately of the same 
area as Portugal.

From the last Russian census before the war the 
population of this new nation is estimated at 4,138, 
600, much more than Denmark, Norway, or Switzer­
land.

And of all this the school children of the outside 
world and their fathers and mothers know virtually 
nothing. Probably ninety per cent of the teachers 
in American schools and colleges would not hesitate 
to assert that the Lithuanian people are of Slavic or 
Teutonic origin. They are not,. They are older 
than these racial neighbors. Their language is un­
intelligible to those who speak the Slavic tongue. 
The ancient Latins could have understood the lan­
guage more readily. The science of linguistic study 
classes Lithuanian with Sanscrit and scholars have 
found its ancient forms so important that it is taught 
in many of the major universities of Europe.

The Lithuanians are a distinct and separate
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branch of the Indo-European race. They are the 
aborigines of their fertile lands in the valley of the 
Niemen. Anthropological researches have shown 
that no other race ever inhabited this country before 
them. Excavations in Lithuania by scientists have 
given dim glimpses into the culture of those old Lith­
uanian’s who tilled their soil even in the Neolithic 
age from 3,000 to 1,500 B. C. It is known that 
barley, rye, and oats were grown in Lithuania then 
by the ancestors of the farmers who are raising these 
same crops today. Beads of Baltic amber from 
the Lithuanian shares have been dug up in the ruins 
of Mikėnai in Greece which dates back to about 1,500 
B. C. S. Mueller, Schumann, and Oskar Monte- 
lius have shown that in the days when iron was new 
to Europe (1,000 to 400 B. C.) the Lithuanians not 
only raised grain but kept domestic animals. They 
wove and wore garments of wool. Flax, which to 
this day is one of the principal crops in Lithuania, 
was even then raised and worked into crude linen for
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clothing.
Today eighty per cent of the people of Lithuania 

are agriculturists. They arc, however, no longer 
forbidden the full profits of their labors. They 
are land owners today. The Lithuanian peasant 
is a voter and an individual with rights who no longer 
needs to be afraid to speak his native language in 
public and print his books and newspapers openly.

Lithuania has retained her national characteris­
tics in spite of centuries of attempted denationaliza­
tion by Germans, Poles, and Russians. Edicts di­
rected against the Lithuanian language, customs, re­
ligion, political freedom, and economic prosperity 
have failed to submerge the united hopes of this little 
nation. At the same time the epic story of Lith­
uania and the facts of its present existence have been 
obscured systematically from the outer world, and al­
most as completely as the dust of ages has hidden the 
ancient cities of Crete and the institutions of the 
Incas.
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It is estimated that there are between 6,000,000 
and 0,000,000 people of Lithuanian blood living in 
and around the territory that may be said to be ethno­
graphical Lithuania in the strictest sense. North 
of Lithuania live the Letts, the only people of western 
Europe who are closely related by blood, characteris­
tics, and sympathies with the Lithuanians. There 
has been official consideration between the two 
peoples of the project of following the natural law of 
blood in the formation of a confederation under one 
government. Lettland or Latvia comprises rough­
ly the old Russian governments of Livonia and Cour- 
land. The addition of this new territory to the 
new state would increase its area by 24,880 square 
miles and the population by 2,123,000. This would 
also add to the Lithuanian Baltic coast line the ports 
of Libau and Riga.

Lithuania has the Niemen river for a superb 
natural waterway leading from the enclosed sea made 
by the natural breakwater-strip of land which
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12 THE LITHUANIAN

stretches out toward Memel to the important cities 
of Kaunas and Tilsit. Railroads penetrate the 
land but the war has played havoc with these and 
Lithuania is clamoring for American rolling stock 
and railroad building machinery. Memel, an ex­
cellent natural harbor, has a population in the city 
of about 30,000. Vilnius, the ancient capital city, 
which has recently been wrested from the Bolshevik 
forces now completely expelled from the country by 
the Lithuanian army under General Žukauskas, has 
a population of 192,746. Tilsit, Kaunas, Grodno, 
and Beliostock, have populations ranging in order 
from 40,000 to 86,000.

Lithuania is a great agricultural and timber­
producing country and the products of these in 
dustries have been the chief objects of German and 
Russian exploitation by means of embargoes against 
Lithuanian manufacture from raw material to divert 
them to German and Russian factories and by means 
of heavy import duties on grain, cattle, and timber
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prepared for use in Germany.
The principal crops of Lithuania are rye, oats, 

barley, flax, and potatoes. Stock raising is general 
There is a wealth of timber to be floated to marlset 
on the Niemen. Practically all of the world’s am­
ber is found along the Baltic seaboard of Lithuania 
where it is mined from rich deposits left ages ago 
when the sea covered that part of Europe. Sand 
and clay suitable for fine glass and ceramics, peat 
used as a basis for certain dyes, and radium consti­
tute the mineral resources.

Hitherto Germany in a spiked helmet sat at the 
mouth of the Niemen river, dictating prices, prohibit­
ing saw mills, and insisting on the delivery of the 
green log from the forests of pine, oak, ash and maple. 
The Prussian government kept the amber mines as 
a government monopoly in Prussian Lithuania and 
the supply has not been exhausted despite the fact 
that Baltic amber was famous even in the days of 
Herodotus. Since the last partition of Lithuania
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between Russia and Germany in 1795, there has been 
little liberty in that land. The name of Lithuania 
was forbidden in 1840. Russification began with 
a vengeance. The famous university of Vilna was 
removed to Kiev. The traditional Lithuanian 
Statute or code of laws was suppressed in 1848. 
Confisieations and orders of exile were frequent. 
In 1864 the language was banned. No printing 
was allowed in the Lithuanian language. The Rus­
sian alphabet was forced on the people even as now 
the Polish language is required by all parts of Lith­
uania occupied by Polish troops. Until 1904 Lith­
uanians were deprived of the printing press in an 
effort to break the hold of the language and desire 
for literature. Then the fearful Russian autocra­
cy removed the ban in the fear that the Lithuanians 
might join in the threatened uprising of the Russo- 
Japanese war days.

It is impossible to estimate the moral loss caused 
by this prohibition of printing which threw Lithua-
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ilia into mental stagnation for nearly half a century. 
It is almost astonishing therefore to find that by the 
Russian census of 1897 the Lithuanians held first 
place among all the various peoples of Russia in their 
percentage of literates with 52.01 per cent. (The Rus­
sians were 29.36 per cent and the Poles 34.78 per cent 
literates)

This is the country which has rallied about its 
old flag of yellow, green, and red. This is the 
country which President Anthony Smetona, Lithua­
nian lawyer, graduate of two universities, and son 
of an accomplished musician, announced to be fully 
organized and ready for the business of government 
in cable dispatches of July 7th last. He said that 
the system of courts had been organized from justices 
of the peace to the supreme tribunal, with prosecut­
ing attorneys, their staffs, jails and jailers, and 
police and gendarmes to maintain order. All these 
are now functioning in a land where men with all 
kinds of weapons have flocked from the farm as did
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the patriots of Concord and Lexington and have 
completely expelled the Bolshevik army of the red 
flag from their land.

Now Lithuania is dotted with agricultural soci­
eties. American farming implements, artifical 
fertilizers, and methods of cattle breeding had been 
introduced by these societies before the war. Now 
these societies are planning to produce modern maehin 
ery to be used —in common by communities. Central 
retting establishments for flax raisers are being plan­
ned. These societies give the peasants practical 
instruction and loan assistance in buying neede imp- 
plements. At Vilna there is an association for the 
construction of agricultural machinery and tools and 
other manufactures.

Cultural work has progressed tremendously since 
1905. The Lithuanian Society of Sciences, a group 
of sincere savants, has conducted considerable re­
search work and founded the National Museum at 
Vilna. In 1914 it had 700 members and a long
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list of learned scientific publications. Its presi­
dent is Dr. Jonas Basanavičius, one of the promoters 
of the revival of Lithuania. The Society of Fine 
Arts needs no other than the sculptor Rimša, founder 
of the “Lithuanian school” of sculpture, to indicate 
the work it has done. Čiurlionis, who died in 1912 
after bringing his national style and color composi­
tion into the new school of symbolists and impres­
sionists, was one of several others whose fame reached 
out into the world.

During the ten years before the war hundreds 
of thousands of books were published in Lithuania 
and many daily newspapers and reviews sprang into 
existence. A system of education by means of 
societies which created and maintained hundreds of 
primary schools, reading rooms, and popular libra­
ries give unmistakable evidence of the thirst of the 
people for knowledge and culture. There are three 
of these societies with many branches and there is a 
Temperence Society which has 50,000 members in
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18 THE LITHUANIAN

several hundred local units.
Lithuania seems to prefer the cooperative form 

of commercial organization. There is one in al­
most every hamlet. Cooperative banking under 
the form of mutual credit associations is carried on 
in many of the smaller towns as well as in the cities.

Lithuania was trampled by the Russian armies 
in their advance, plundered by the Germans in vic­
tory, pillaged by the Bolshevik forces which the Ger­
mans allowed to swarm across the borders unmolested 
and is now partially occupied by Polish troops under 
the excuse of co-belligerency against the Bolsheviki. 
During the war Germany levied tribute from Lithu­
ania to the amount of one million tons of cereals, 
100,000 horses, 120,000 beef cattle. 900,000 hogs, and 
30,000.000 litres of alcohol.

Lithuania furnished battle grounds for war to 
ruin. She furnished men for the armies of both 
Russian and German masters. Only the 50,000 
Lithuanians in the American army, representing
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nearly a million Americans of Lithuanian origin, 
fought under a flag which did not stand as the sym­
bol of their own oppression. Over 200,000 re­
fugees were forced to abandon homes and scatter all 
over Russia to live in poverty and hunger. Lith­
uania, a veritable Belgium of eastern Europe, has 
been mangled and torn by the ravages of three armies.

And yet, this little nation, at once the commer­
cial door to Russia and the political barrier between 
Prussia and Russia in the north, has arisen in the 
midst of the wreckage, raised an army for self de­
fense, set up a republic, elected a president and a 
parliament, established a financial and judicial 
foundation, and has said to the world, “If this be 
the day of justice for small nations of the earth, let 
us have peace and independence.”

And the allied and associated powers, judging 
from the guarantees already granted, have remember­
ed what Germany and Russia forgot: the words of 
Emanuel Kant, the great philosopher, 110 years ago;
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“Lithuania, having a loyal character, deserves the 
protection of the State. She must be preserved, 
for her tongue possesses the key which opens all the 
enigmas not only of philology, but also of history.’’

HELD UP
LAST WEEK the Lithuanians brought down an 

airplane in which they found, fulfilling their ambi­
tions, an officer, a lady, and a pilot, who were car­
rying sealed orders from Bolshevik Russia to Ger­
many. Lithuania will not permit herself to be a 
passage way for these modern “Aladdins.”
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DRY NATION

sHE “fateful day” is at hand when the Eigh­
teenth Amendment goes into effect and 
national prohibition is written into the

constitution of the country. Diverse emotions will 
greet the day. There will be acclamations of the
event as a great milestone in human progress, and 
exoerations of it as unwarrantable invasion of per­
sonal liberty. There will be celebrations of thanks­
giving and snarls of bitter resentment. So wags 
the world. Nothing ever pleases everybody.

Midway between the extremists in both direc­
tions stands the majority of American public opinion, 
the great mass, neither wildly enthusiastic over the 
new order nor uncompremisingly opposed to it. 
Their attitude is: “Let’s give it a fair trial.” If 
prohibition proves the great blessing and panacea, its 
advocates believe it to be, they too will rejoice. At 
any rate they are disposed to put no obstacles in its
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path in the period of probation. And they will 
not countenance any effort on the part of the friends 
of John Barleycorn to nullify the law of the land. 
Theirs is the American spirit of fair play and 
respect for law and order.

Prohibition is not irrevocably fastened upon the 
country if it proves a disappointment. No consti­
tutional amendment ever has been revoked, for the 
very good reason that none has failed to meet the 
test of popular approval. But the machinery exists 
for the repeal of an amendment if the people wish 
it repealed, and that machinery can be put in motion 
whenever public sentiment demands it. It there­
fore becomes the manifest duty of all good citizens 
to uphold the prohibition amendment while it exists 
and to repeal it when, if ever, it proves repugnant 
to the American people.
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ENGLAND SENDS GOLD

HE Prime Minister of Lithuania, with the for- 
I mal approval of the British Government.

has placed the financial and commercial 
activities of Lithuania in the hands of a group of 
London bankers.

This confirms reports that British commercial 
and financial interests are in a race with German 
groups to secure economic control in Lithuania, the 
independence of which has been recognized by the 
Allies.

The arrangement with Lithuania is said to con­
template an advance of $15,000,000 to establish a 
Lithuanian national bank. It is also proposed to 
retire from circulation German marks and old Rus­
sian rubles and to place the new national currency 
on a par with the British. The British concerns 
will act as selling agents for Lithuanian lumber, flax
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and grain and also act as purchasing agents for the 
country.

The new coinage will be to the full value of the 
shipment of bullion and will be called: AUKSINAS, 
having 100 skatikų and equal to the value of one 
English shilling.

ITALY RECOGNIZES

AS THE final sheets, of this number, were about 
to leave for the printers, we received news thru 
official Lithuanian communications that Italy has 
recognized LITHUANIA as a Republican Govern­
ment. The Americans of Lithuanian descent feel 
that the United States will surely follow the steps 
of Italy and recognize one of the bulwarks, who with 
poorly equipped army, as that of Washington’s, held 
back Bolshevism and German Imperialism.
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SHE CAME

ARE, our confidential, who does odd bits of 
work in the office, such as sticking on a 
loose postage stamp, or is out nosing for

news, brings us in a scoop. We pass it on:
While I was walking down the avenue, this after­

noon, I met Teresa, the editor’s future, and she told 
me her story, not knowing that I was on the staff, 
for we two have been chums since the day of our 
graduation and meeting down in Greenwich Village. 
She told me that she wanted him to leave the printing 
and newspaper game.

“Why, I dropped into his office for him last 
night, and of all the places in the world a newspaper 
priming office is the most terrible, and filled with 
ferocious men. I hadn’t been in the office two min­
utes until one man with glasses, who seemed mild 
appearing, where everybody seemed to congregate, 
was yelling to “kill” something. The way he eontin-
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ued to order things “killed” all the time was most 
bloodthirsty. He ordered a lot of these poor boys to 
“hammer” things out and “shoot” them along and 
“boil” them. Another fellow was constantly yell­
ing “spike it” and a poor unfortunate was running 
around looking for “cuts.” A flustrated man at 
a typewriter seemed to grow nervous after being re­
minded a number of times about some “dead” line, 
and that they were ready to start the “bulldog.” 
And when he finally got thru they told him to rush 
it over for a “head” which was going to have a 
“hanger.” And they didn’t like his “slug.” And 
another poor chap who seemed harmless was told o 
“box” something, and when he didn’t seem to get 
along he had to “bury” it. And then he was 
sent to the “morgue.”

Editor’s Note:
After pondering the above I have decided to 

take account of stock. The fast-increasing num-
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her of BOOSTERS is one reason why I am moving 
into New Covers, or rather “Grow as I go.” And 
the complaint is the secondary.

THE BRUTAL MANIFEST WILL OF 
POLAND. COMING- TO LITHUANIA 
AS AN ALLY — STAYING AS A DAY­
LIGHT ROBBER. THEY SAY THESE 
“PAN — POLACKS” HAVE HUMAN 
HEARTS. CAPT. KIDD TURNS OVER 
IN HIS GRAVE.
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PADEREWSKI

A MASTER pianist, so vouched for by listeners 
of the musical the world over.
But he became dissatisfied with such a 

•‘■mere” honor.
Why not become a World Man—a Dictator?
So that his dreams may eome true.
Nations heralded him—Saviour.
The Pot boiled.
And steam was made.
And blew off the lid.
Thence come the Truth.
And after leading a part of the good army of 

Polanders into Russia and trespassing on Lithuanian 
and Ukrainian territories he sees his resources done.

What’s next ?
No People.
No Money.
No Poland.
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And he fled Poland.
He found himself in Switzerland.
And as he walks on the veranda overlooking the 

Lakes of Geneva.
The waves in their cool zephyr will be saying: 

"Hail, modern human-eater, blood-soak, and anti- 
Christ, we salute thee!”

So endeth the aspirations of Pan Paderewski.
Morale.
The waves are living sands and he who walks 

thereon will surely be devoured.
Yes, Marė.
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INSULT

JT was agreed by and between the Holy Synod 
and the czars that the Russian worshippers 
of God, and the inhabitants of Russia, must 

not know how to read or write his name. So that, 
the orthodox church of Russia used religion and 
state to insult God and hold his creatures in bond­
age. It was the only great government in the 
world that forbid and burned books. It was the 
only great church in the world that did not provide 
prayer books for its members. It was argued that 
if the people had prayer books they would learn to 
read, and if they read the Christ message on Sab­
bath they might read other strange and dangerous 
books on Monday and Tuesday and the other days 
of the week. They might misuse their ability to 
read, and read things like the American Declaration 
of Independence, or Lithuanian books telling the 
story of Lithuania.
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CHANGES MOOD

WASHINGTON, situated on the Potomac, for 
the past score of months was weeping 
over the fate of Poland. The Lithua­

nians and the Letts and the Ukrainians had the 
opportunity to be bathed in Polish (not shoe). But 
the Allies finding that the army of Polanders was 
just as bad and if not worse than the Bolshevik, 
ordered further aid sent to these blood drinkers and 
girl ravagers stopped. The Allies told Washing­
ton the Truth and in the name of decency it is forced 
to change its opinion of that wonderful country— 
Poland. The land that boasts the deeds of Kos­
ciusko, a Lithuanian, is not that ideal which was ex­
changed between Jefferson and Kosciusko, but a 
gang of rotten hypocrites led by a light fingered 
musical. Washington, at last, gets a slight ray of 
Truth, but it is a bitter pill for the Polish Propagan­
dists who are sweeping the tiles of our capitol. What
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will they report to their own people? I suppose: 
“Morza do morza. na wieki wiekow. Amen.”

A FOOL
•z* UDENDORFF in his story of the war shows 
41 Į his utter ignorance of knowledge of geo- 

graphy and by placing Vilna as a Polish 
city and other misleading information about the Lith­
uanians. and giving the Poles a most undeserved 
boast. Isn’t it wonderful how it comes into the 
brains of such ignoramuses to rule the world! Let 
us take a look at them in reality and we will find 
that they care not for the truth about their near­
living peoples.
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LITHUANIAN — LETTISH

“Vii yu lent me five dollars?”
“I Vilna-t, yu dirty skunk.”

“You Libau-t dem poisonalities, yen erook, or
.1’11 Riga shine on your ugly mug.”

“If you do. I’ll tell my Memel on you.”
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Z^EASELEŠS hustle 
w and bustle of this 
the Metropolis of the 
World is stopped, a 
second, to give a 
thought for Lithua= 
nia.
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