
INFORMATION BULLETIN

Sponsored by the Lithuanian National Foundation, Inc.

1611 Connecticut Ave. NW, Suite 2, Washington, D.C. 20009, U.S.A. Tel. (202) 667-1980

European Edition: Lithuanian House, 2 Ladbroke Gardens, London W11 2PT, Great Britain. Tel. 01 727 2470

No. 10 (J29) OCTOBER 1986

Contents:

Western Perceptions of the Baltic States

BALTIC ACTIVITY AND CSCE CONFERENCES - 3.

YOUNG SWEDISH POLITICIANS DEMAND ACTION ON BALTIC CASE - 3.

NASTY VIKINGS STILL MENACE "SOVIET SOIL" - 5.

U.S. AND NON-RUSSIAN NATIONS IN USSR - BRZEZINSKI - 6. 

"INTERNATIONAL BLACK RIBBON DAY" - 7.

The Shadow of Chernobyl

BALTS "MOBILIZED" FOR CHERNOBYL AREA - 7.

ESTONIA - SOVIET "CONSTITUENT REPUBLIC" OR AN OCCUPIED NATION? - 8.

CHERNOBYL IMPACT DESCRIBED IN LETTER - 8.

CHERNOBYL AND HUMAN RIGHTS - 9.

BALTIC UNREST ABOUT MOSCOW’S NUCLEAR POLICY - 10.

From the Underground Press

SEARCHES AND INTERROGATIONS IN LITHUANIA - 10.

CYCLE OF POEMS ON LEADER OF 1863-1864 REVOLT - 11.

TWO CYCLES OF "SELF-PUBLISHED" POEMS RECEIVED - 11.

DEATH OF A PRIEST - 12.

Religion Under Totalitarianism

ARCHBISHOP OF SALZBURG - SOLIDARITY WITH LITHUANIAN CHURCH - 12.

FORBIDDEN VISIT TO THE "HILL OF CROSSES" - 13.

PRIMITIVE OFFICIAL ATHEISM VS. "UNSHAKABLE FAITH" - 13.

Soviet Anti-Semitism and. Disinformation

SOVIET DISINFORMATION TRIES TO FOMENT BIGOTRY IN U.S. - 15.

COMMUNIST OFFICIAL ON POPE AND ’ "NOTORIOUS JEWESS" - 15.

BOOKS, MAGAZINES, ARTICLES. _______

Publisher: Lithuanian National Foundation, Inc.

Reproduction in whole or in part is permitted tor exchange of the users publication

1



BULLETINS 
offering information and 
documentation on current 
events and problems con
cerning Lithuania.

LITHUANIA

ELTA INFORMATION BULLETIN 
(English)
1611 Connecticut Ave. NW, Suite 2 
Washington, D.C. 20009. USA

ELTA BULLETIN LITHUANIEN 
(French)
17, avenue de la Tourelle 
94100 Parc St. Maur, FRANCE

ELTA-PRESS'(ltalian) 
Via Cassalmonferrato 33 
00182 Roma, ITALY

NOTICIEROS DE LOS
PAISES BALTICOS (Spanish) 
Calle Falcon S-27 
Prados del Este
Caracas, VENEZUELA

ELTOS INFORMACIJOS 
(Lithuanian)
1611 Connecticut Ave. NW, Suite 2 
Washington, D.C. 20009, USA

ELTA-PRESSEDIENST 
Franconvillestr. 16 (Apt. 48) 
6806 Viernheim 
WEST GERMANY

is situated at the southern end of the eastern coast of 
the Baltic Sea, right at the European continent's 
geographic center. It emerged as a unified state in the 
early decades of the 13th century and became 
internationally recognized as the Kingdom of Lithuania 
in 1251 A.D.

After centuries of vast expansion eastward and south
ward, in 1569 Lithuania became a partner in the Polish- 
Lithuanian Commonwealth, which lasted till 1795 when 
it was partitioned between Austria, Prussia and Russia. 
Lithuania fell under the Russian rule.

Lithuania succeeded in re-establishing its inde
pendence in 1918, at the end of World War I, but was 
occupied again in 1940 by the armed forces of Russia, 
now known as the Soviet Union. It has been held in 
Soviet bondage since then.

Population
as provisionally estimated for January 1, 1979 

3,399,000
as estimated in the same area on January 1, 1939 

3,215,000

2



-3-

BALTIC ACTIVITY AND CSCE CONFERENCES

"No Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and not a 
single meeting of experts go by without the Baltic exiles in the 
West pointing out the destiny of their unfree compatriots in their 
old homeland. This was impressively the case in the meetings of CSCE 
experts on human rights in Ottawa last year and in Bern this spring, 
where the 35 states participating in the CSCE took a look at the 
actual situation of human contacts in all of Europe.

"The Baltic exiles are again showing that they will be a factor 
at the Jrd CSCE follow-up conference that will begin on November 4th 
in Vienna, the capital of Austria. They can be satisfied with most of 
the West European states, the U.S. and Canada. Most of these states 
have never recognized the occupation that violated international lav/ 
46 years ago...

"The activity of the Baltic exiles is prompted by two reasons: 
They want to prevent the West from getting used to the situation that 
has not changed for 46 years... And they want to keep the world public 
opinion aware of the fact that the Balts go on demanding that the So
viets respect the right of nations to self-determination."

Siegfried Löffler, "Common Fodder for Afghanistan," 
Per Tagesspiegel, West Berlin, July 2b, 19Ö6.

YOUNG SWEDISH POLITICIANS DEMAND ACTION ON BALTIC CASE

The Stockholm daily Dagens Nyheter has published on July 27 articles by 
two young Swedish politicians who demand that the Swedish people and their 
government show greater solidarity with the Baltic nations and their problems. 
The authors criticize the passivity of the Swedish government and society, 
stating that it is their duty to assist the Swedish neighbors across the Baltic 
Sea, who are unable to protect themselves.

"Try to Stop Construction of Nuclear Plant in Lithuania"

Andreas Calgren, Chairman of the Center Party’s Youth Association, suggests 
that Sweden should try to stop the construction of the world’s largest nuclear 
plant in Lithuania. Ignalina, where the plant is located, is not far from the 
island of Gotland and the Stockholm area. The Soviets are completing the plant, 
which is designed like that in Chernobyl, but will be one-and-a-half times 
larger. Calgren points out that this project was imposed on Lithuania without 
any consultation with the local inhabitants. Moreover, the Lithuanian Communist 
authorities are powerless to do anything about this matter, since the entire 
administration and governance of the Ignalina plant has been placed into
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non-Lithuanian hands. Communist propaganda depicts the construction of the 
Ignalina power plant as an "example of Socialist internationalism," but in 
reality this project attracts more settlers from the other republics of the 
Soviet Union and thus aids Russification.

Indignant on Silence of Swedish Government

Calgren is especially concerned about Ignalina’s insufficient safeguard 
devices and the impact on nature. He reminds that the Lithuanian scientists 
had sounded a warning about the ecological dangers threatening Lake Drūkšiai. 
But the project is being carried out with Russian hands. The decision-makers 
in faraway Moscow are not concerned at all about the opinions of the Lithuanian 
people or scientists. Meanwhile, the Chernobyl disaster has demonstrated the 
unusual dangers of radioactivity. Those who remain unmoved by the results (of 
Chernobyl), cannot be expected to demonstrate a responsibility that would prevent 
the use of chemical weapons or nuclear devices for the purposes of war. Calgren 
is indignant about the silence of the Swedish government on a matter of such 
importance for entire humanity.

Baltic Freedom Should Be Direct Concern of Swedish Foreign Policy

TorbjBrn Petersson, Chairman of the Youth Section of the Liberal Party 
demands that the case of the Baltic nations’ freedom be made a direct concern of 
the Swedish foreign policy. In his article entitled "Don't Touch My Friend in 
the Baltic," he recalls last year's Baltic Youth Freedom and Peace undertaking 
in Scandinavia. Stating that silence again envelops the Baltic freedom case, he 
suggests ways to support the Baltic freedom struggle. According to him, Sweden 
should:

1. Demand that the Soviet Union immediately set free the imprisoned Baltic 
fighters for peace and freedom;

2. Demand that the Soviet government respect the Helsinki agreements and 
allow the unification of families;

3. Revoke the actions whereby Sweden had recognized the Stalinist occupation 
of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania;

4. Take steps to include the discussion of the Baltic question on the agenda 
of the United Nations Decolonization Committee;

5. Seek to have the U.N. Human Rights Commission investigate the situation 
in the Baltic States;

6. Demand that Soviet citizenship not be forced on Balts living in Sweden.

"WE WILL CONTINUE TO SPEAK UP FOR BALTIC STATES" - REAGAN

"UNTIL THE PEOPLE OF THE BALTIC STATES AND EASTERN EUROPE ARE 
FREE TO CHOOSE THEIR OWN SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT, WE WILL CONTINUE TO 
SPEAK UP FOR THEIR RIGHTS AND CHAMPION THEIR CAUSE."

President Reagan, on signing Proclamation 5512, declaring 
Captive Nations Week,■July 21, 1986.
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NASTY VIKINGS STILL MENACE "SOVIET SOIL”
Story Warns of "Dangers" from Across the Baltic

Sweden - and by extension the entire non-communist world - is a dangerous, 
aggressive land, resembling the marauding Vikings of old. Lithuanians and other 
Soviet conscripts serving as border guards must keep watch against this perma
nent danger.

A bad joke? No, this is the gist of a short-short story, "A Watch by the 
Sea," by Alis Barbierius, published in the July 12 issue of Literatūra ir Menas 
(Literature and Art), the weekly organ of the LSSR Ministry of Culture. The story 
tells of Gvidas, a young Lithuanian border guard, stationed at the Baltic Sea
shore in Latvia, who falls asleep and dreams of a Viking invasion. Viking ships 
appear, striking fear and spreading havoc in the population:

Tall, russet-haired and red-bearded men jumped into shallow 
water. Their weapons clanked - broadswords, sharpedged axes and 
daggers. They swiftly waded to the shore and divided themselves 
into two groups. One group followed the footsteps of the girls 
right to the village, the other took a detour along the sea. 
The men's faces burned with coarse determination, with a thirst 
for strife, booty and women, with a desire for all the promises 
of each unknown and beautiful country...

At that point Gvidas is woken up by his sergeant. He goes into the rainy 
night, looks at the Baltic Sea, and still sees the footsteps of foreign men in 
the sand, as he had witnessed them in his dream.

'The Viking Sea’ - he repeated to himself, walking past
the barbed wire. 'The Viking Sea.'

The moral of the story is as plain as a Pravda front page. The barbed wire 
encampments, the mine fields, the rocket bases along the Baltic seashore, as 
well as the incursions of the Soviet submarines into Swedish waters - all that 
is necessary to protect the rich and peaceful Soviet empire from the incursions 
of the nasty, warlike Vikings... Against this, the Lithuanians, Latvians and 
Estonians pressed into the Soviet army must stand guard and defend the power 
that oppresses them...

CENTRAL EUROPE - DESTINY OF THE WEST

"I am always shocked by the perfidious vocabulary 
that has transformed Central Europe into the East. Cen
tral Europe represents the destiny of the West, in con
centrated form."

Milan Kundera in Cross Currents.
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U.S. AND NON-RUSSIAN NATIONS IN USSR ~ BRZEZINSKI

In his newest book, The Game Plan (The Atlantic Monthly 
Press, 1986), Zbigniew Brzezinski offers a long term guide 
to action in the historical rivalry between the United States 
and the Soviet Union. One of the book’s virtues is the au
thor's emphasis on the importance of the non-Russian nations 
in the Soviet empire. The former National Security Adviser 
sees the Baltic republics, "heavily settled by unwelcome 
Great Russians," as one of the areas of escalating tensions 
and conflicts. An excerpt from the book follows:

"... The Great Russian empire... cannot be hermetically sealed off 
through reliance on a self-contained and homogeneous culture, as was done in 
China. The multinational character of the Soviet Union creates fissures and 
openings, and the inescapable fact is that in the age of both nationalism and 
a reviving religious fervor the 55 million Soviet Muslims, the 50 million 
Ukrainians, the 10 million Balts, and the other non-Russian nations do not 
share totally the instinctive and deeply rooted political impulses of the Great 
Russians. (The total number of Balts is closer to 6 million. Ed.).

"The United States should give sharper political definition to these trends 
through greatly intensified use of modern means of communication. The techniques 
that have proven so effective in breaking down Eastern Europe's isolation should 
be more actively applied to the Soviet Union itself. The object of the effort 
should not be to stoke national hatreds or even to foster the disintegration of 
the Soviet Union. The real opportunity is to mobilize the forces for genuine 
political participation, for greater national codetermination, for the dispersal 
of central power, and for the termination of heavy-handed central domination that 
breeds the expansionist impulse. By encouraging the non-Russians to demand greater 
respect for their national rights, the political process within the,Soviet Union 
can gradually be refocused on a complicated and absorbing question that involves 
the very essence of a modern political system: the redistribution of political 
power. Surely from the standpoint of the West, it is more desirable "that this 
issue should become the central concern of the Soviet leadership, and not one of 
the economic reforms that might enhance the Soviet capacity to compete with the 
United States..("Self-determination" remains the goal of the Balts. Ed.).

"Today, modern communication techniques make possible a campaign far more 
ambitious and diversified than the one launched when the United States began to 
broadcast to the East Europeans on Radio Free Europe and to address the Soviet 
people on Radio Liberty... The moment is ripe to take the initiative by an in
tensified program of multilanguage radio broadcasts, the inflow of audiovisual 
cassettes, and an effort to provide technical support for independent domestic 
political literature. U.S. funding of such programs should be at least tripled, 
for expenditures that change Soviet political atitudes are certainly more cost- 
effective than the arms race. This increase would only cost as much as a few 
B-l bombers.

"The Soviet Union's socioeconomic stagnation and its multi-national makeup 
create fertile ground for encouraging a more critical political outlook among 
the Soviet peoples. Given decades of doctrinal conditioning and political isolation, 
the initial receptivity to this effort will be much lower than with the East Eu
ropeans. But the national and religious feelings of the non-Russians and the domestic 
failings of the Communist system do make the Soviet peoples potentially susceptible 
to aspirations already more widespread in Eastern Europe. When that potential begins 
to manifest itself, even Milovan Djila's bold perceptions might seem less than startling.
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"INTERNATIONAL BLACK RIBBON DAY" HITS SOVIET OPPRESSION
TV Campaign Exposes Moscow's Imperialism

Canadian TV viewers saw unusual commercials during August 11-25. One began 
with a black ribbon fluttering on a strand of barbed wire, with birds singing 
and children laughing in the background. Suddenly, marching troops appear, fol
lowed by pictures of Hitler and Stalin, the swastika and the hammer-and-sickle.

"The Soviet-Nazi friendship treaty divided up Europe between them and allowed 
Hitler to start the Second World War," the announcer spates. And when the swastika 
disappears, with only the hammer-and-sickle remaining, he adds: "Hitler’s Nazis 
were defeated at a terrible cost. Soviet Communism, however, is stronger than 
ever today. Today, 300 million Europeans live and work behind the barbed wire of 
the Iron Curtain."

"Black Ribbon Day" Marks Hitler-Stalin Pact

The announcer then goes on to ask Canadians to wear black ribbons on August 23 
to protest the Hitler-Stalin Pact signed that day in 1939,and the Soviet occupation 
of countries behind the Iron Curtain.

A rally to mark the"International Black Ribbon Day" was held in Toronto's 
Nathan Phillips Square on August 21. Similar rallies took place in other cities 
of Canada and the United States.

Soviet Reaction - "Dirty Propaganda"

The Soviet reaction was predictable. On August 7, The Toronto Star quoted 
Igor Lobanov, press attache at the Soviet embassy in Ottawa, as saying that the 
whole planned venture was "dirty propaganda." Feigning ignorance,he said: "I do 
not understand what it's all about."

CBC Refuses to Air Commercial Critical of Moscow

The TV commercials were financed mainly by contributions from Canadians of 
East-Central European descent. One-tenth of the media campaign was paid by the 
National Citizens' Coalition. According to The Toronto Star, one network, the 
CBC, has refused to run the commercials. This decision sounds puzzling. Why should 
a major Western TV institution blacklist a simple statement of historical facts? 
(Especially since that same network has revelled in its criticism of Canadian and 
U.S. foreign policy and has unblushingly presented agitprop "documentaries" ex
tolling Marxist-Leninist führens all over the world). Why this sudden urge to 
censor a simple statement on the well-documented depredations of a totalitarian 
empire? Canadian citizens should ask CBC for an explanation. The CBC owes it to 
them.

BALTS "MOBILIZED" FOR CHERNOBYL AREA

The East European Solidarity Committee in Stockholm reported early in July 
that at least 1,000 people from the Baltic countries have been sent to Chernobyl 
as forced labor. According to a committee spokesman, the Soviet army carried out 
a large-scale "mobilization" on the night of May 6th - a little over a week after 
the nuclear accident at Chernobyl. "We have completely reliable information that 
similar enforced mobilizations have been carried out in Latvia, but we have not 
yet received any figures from there. It is probable that there were also mobil
izations in Lithuania," the spokesman said.
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The news of the compulsory drafting of Balts for clean-up work in the 
Chernobyl Zone was first met by some scepticism in the Western press. However, 
this news was soon confirmed by an official Estonian communist periodical. A 
series of articles in Noorte Haal, the Estonian-language daily of the Communist 
League, described a brief resistance by a group of Estonian reservists after 
they were forcibly conscribed and sent to the Chernobyl area. The articles were 
written by Tonis Avikson and published between August 12 and 16.

The Estonian journalist reveals that Estonians were embittered over having 
been taken "often in the night" and sent to work in the contaminated area. 
Their mood, he writes, was one of "indignation, extreme bitterness and despair." 
Tempers rose even more when their tour of duty was extended from two to six 
months. Some scuffling took place.

Some Estonians were sent home before their six-month tour was over because 
of overexposure to radiation and other health problems, Avikson writes. Fear 
of sterility was widespread. The articles speak of "greatly exaggerated" rumors 
sweeping Estonia.

ESTONIA - SOVIET "CONSTITUENT REPUBLIC" OR AN OCCUPIED NATION?

On August 27, The New York Times published an article by James M. 
Markham, entitled "Estonians Resist Chernobyl Duty, Paper Says." The 
writer refers to his source as a "Soviet regional newspaper" and de
scribes Estonia as "one of the most westernized of the Soviet Union’s 
15 constituent republics," where "nationalism runs high" and where 
"Estonians have worked hard to preserve their language." This descrip
tion is correct, but incomplete. Mr.Markham omits the key fact about 
Estonia, namely, that it is an occupied nation as a result of the Hit
ler-Stalin Pact of August 1939 and the Soviet armed aggression of 
June 19^. The forcible incorporation of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 
into the Soviet Union is still not recognized as legal by the United 
States and almost all the Western powers. Therefore, referring to Es
tonia as merely a "constituent republic" (a misnomer) or a "Soviet 
region" amounts to the same as describing Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia 
as a "region" of the German Reich known as the Protectorate of Bohemia 
and Moravia. International Law does not condone international crimes 
after, a certain lapse of time. Also, International Law expressly for
bids the drafting of citizens of occupied nations (i.e., Estonians, 
Latvians and Lithuanians) into the army of the occupying power (the 
Soviet Union) or their recruiting for forced labor outside their ter
ritories. These basic facts deserve the attention of the readers of 
The New York Times.

CHERNOBYL IMPACT DESCRIBED IN LETTER

The impact of the Chernobyl disaster in Poland and 
Lithuania is described in a letter from the Suvalkai 
(Suwalki) province, less than 20 miles from Lith
uania. The letter was first written on May 25, 1986, 
but is postmarked July 8th. Excerpts follow:

"... I won’t be able to give a very detailed description of all that has 
happened, because even now I don’t know if you'll get my letter. Milk and 
milk products have now become available in stores. Vegetables present the 
worst problem; since the soil has been most thoroughly polluted, everything 
soil-grown is dangerous (to eat). That's why there is a shortage of vitamins.
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"After that event (the Chernobyl disaster. Ed.), only children received 
drugs - there was nothing available for adults, which means that (the authorities) 
were caught short. Thanks to our contacts, we received first aid, but only two 
days after the event, so that I think the drugs lost some of the impact. Women 
up to three months of pregnancy had to abort. Our district received the biggest 
dose of poison... We don't know if any drugs exist against it... Most people 
here have sore and dry throats, they cough a lot, and are depressed...

"We have already received a letter from Lithuania, which describes that 
event in some detail. They also had their fill of this fun. Nobody knows what 
will happen later, but many people are already emotionally affected. It's good 
that at least they didn't want to tell us the nonsense that all's very well 
there...

"The heat wave has been with us already two months, and it's not safe to 
expose oneself to the sun. The doctors don't advise it, because the space is 
still full of all kinds of things. We have never had so much fruit and berries 
as this year, but everything will remain on the trees; vegetable gardens have 
been thoroughly contaminated and it's dangerous to use anything. Many who tried 
to eat (the fruit and vegetables), experienced diarrhea, in general, the mood 
of most is rotten. But there is no other soluation, one must live...."

CHERNOBYL AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Western reaction to the lack of information forthcoming from 
the Soviet Union in the Chernobyl reactor tragedy is, from this 
observer's perspective, indicative of how naive Western States can 
be when confronting the issues of the Soviet ideology and practice. 
For decades, now, human rights groups have been churning out re
ports of imprisonment, beatings, psychiatric abuse, religious and 
ethnic discrimination and genocides carried out by the Soviet re
gime against the people of Russia and Eastern Europe... It was, in 
fact, nothing more than a change in the wind that brought Chernobyl 
to light, but sadly enough the wind does not carry the cries of 
human beings as well as it does nuclear contamination, and for once 
the government in Moscow was caught and stood condemned, not by 
samizdat photos, poems or letters from prisons, but by the various 
meters and technological apparatus on which the West truly believes. 
"They are effecting us this time and we have a right to know," was 
the gist of all the ire, and certainly the indignation was justified. 
What is disturbing is the fact that we seem not to sense being di
minished by the loss of any individual and it requires virtual cat
aclysm to raise our concern.

Where is the international outcry for Balys Gajauskas as he 
starts his 37th year in prison for his faith, or why are there not 
urgent high level meetings of the nations for Josef Begun who may 
not survive the imprisonment he received for teaching Hebrew?

Perhaps if the wind would carry the cries of the persecuted and 
their families into our lives, then we would all cry, "Enough!"

John Crossley, Reference Point: Reality, July 1986.
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BALTIC UNREST ABOUT MOSCOW’S NUCLEAR POLICY
Anxiety Over Nuclear Power Plants and Toxic Waste Dumps

"Extreme concern" in the Baltic States about the course of Moscow’s nuclear 
energy policy is described by Ingo Urban in the August 9 issue of Hamburg’s 
daily Die Welt. He writes that Western tourists, returning from the Baltic area, 
have observed a "rising anxiety" of the Lithuanians about the nuclear power 
plant near Ignalina, in northeastern Lithuania. This plant is of the same type 
as the one in Chernobyl.

According to Urban, the anxiety about the mammoth project at Ignalina has 
spilled over into neighboring Latvia. The chief source of concern there is the 
radioactively contaminated water used to cool the reactor. This water reaches 
the Latvian river Dauguva that flows into the Baltic Sea at Riga.

New Nuclear Power Plant Planned in Latvia

An additional nuclear power plant is planned for Pavilosta, a Latvian harbor 
between Liepaja (pop. 112,000) and Ventspils (pop. 51,000). That area has been 
already dangerously polluted by a recently built crude oil refinery complex.

Cancer Rate Increase in Latvia

The insecurity of the Latvian people, Urban writes, has been intensified by the 
increase in the cancer rate in the vicinity of the research reactor (Type IRT-J), 
in Salaspils near Riga, which is run by the Latvian Academy of Sciences.

Dangerous Plant Near Riga Kept Secret

The existence of a nuclear conversion plant in the area of Riga, capital of 
Latvia, was accidentally brought to light in 1984 when the freighter "Mont Louis" 
stranded near Ostende, Belgium. Its cargo was uranhexafluoride, the starting chemical 
for fuel used in nuclear power plants and atomic bombs. The freighter was on its 
way from France to Riga.

Latvia as a Toxic Dump Site

In spite of this dangerous situation, the Soviet authorities do not seem to be 
changing any of their plans, the German correspondent writes. A map published in 
the March 1985 issue of the Soviet Latvian periodical Zinatne un Tehnika (Science 
and Technology) indicates dump sites "for storing particularly dangerous and toxic 
materials" that cover more than 25 percent of Latvia's territory, or more than 
15,000 square kilometers. In 1979, the same newspaper had designated these areas 
as future dumps for atomic waste and has reported about the "experiments to divert 
particularly toxic and radioactive polluted waters in the depth of 1200 meters."

SEARCHES AND INTERROGATIONS IN LITHUANIA

A series of searches and interrogations in Lithuania is reported in the 
70th issue of the underground Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, 
dated April 2J, 1986. A search was carried out at the home of Jonas Ruzas, an 
ethnographer, in Panevėžys, on October 24, 1985. KGB agents were searching for 
the memoirs of a certain Vaidulis and threatened to arrest Ruzas if he failed 
to produce six copies. He presented them with a couple of copies. (It is not 
made clear if Vaidulis is the name of an individual, or a pseudonym of Ruzas 
himself). Subsequently, he and his wife 0. Ruzienė were taken away for ques
tioning. (Please see SEARCHES, page 14)
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CYCLE OF POEMS ON LEADER OF 1863-1864 REVOLT
Rev. Antanas Mackevičius Hero of Anonymous Author

A cycle of poems about a priest, who was hanged by the czarist authorities 
in 1863, was recently received from Lithuania. The anonymous author has ded
icated the cycle to Father Antanas Mackevičius (1828-1863), one of the leaders 
of the 1863-1864 Lithuanian revolt against Russian rule.

In contrast to the amateurish flavor of much of the poetry published in the 
Lithuanian underground press, the cycle, entitled "The Acorn’s Oak (Gilės 
Ąžuolas), is of obvious literary distinction. It combines powerful images and 
feverish intensity with psychological insight, as it outlines the portrait of 
a complex, heroic individual. Some of the passages can be read as an allusion 
to the Lithuanian struggles for freedom during the 20th century. The hopes and 
the agonies of the freedom fighters are given voice:

Will my word never
never turn into freedom?
Will the two-legged, two-winged eagle 
Swallow and destroy the lights?

The author takes issue with some Lithuanian historians, who "are inclined 
to give Antanas Mackevičius new names, such as democrat, organizer of the 
liberation struggle, but avoid calling him his true name - that of a PRIEST." 
In his introductory statement, the author focuses on the vital importance of 
historic consciousness for the Lithuanian people:

"The discovery of the nation's historic consciousness, a subject that 
fascinates researchers, is being born today. The truth about the nation’s con
sciousness has deep roots that touch the historically distant, the very deepest 
layer of personalities, which prompted and formed this development of conscious
ness. It is not easy to return to that reality by the road of truth.

"We should consider as untruthful the interpretation of national conscious
ness that turns away from the existential causes of individuals and seeks them 
in popular mass movements, sociology, or political economy.

"To discover a nation's consciousness, one must take a leisurly 'walk on foot’ 
through the gardens of the individuals’ souls...

"ANTANAS MACKEVIČIUS, a priest... one of the leaders of the 1863-1864 revolt 
in Lithuania, was hanged in Kaunas by the verdict of the (Russian) military 
tribunal. The spiritual structure of his personality, his way of thinking, his 
understanding of the meaning of his vocation, his original love of his nation, 
his protest against the world’s political structure, his yearning for perfection - 
they all contributed importantly to the forming of the national consciousness in 
the second half of the 19th century..."

TWO CYCLES OF "SELF-PUBLISHED" POEMS RECEIVED

Two typewritten sets of poems by anonymous authors were received from Lith
uania this summer. The first one is entitled Nutilusi varpų giesmė (The Silenced 
Hymn of Bells) and is dedicated to the "memory of Father Juozas Zdebskis, an
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Apostle of the Nation and a martyr." (The Rev. Zdebskis was killed in a suspicious 
automobile accident on February 5, 1986).

Gyvenimo Šventė (The Feast of Life) is a cycle of 53 sonnets on the themes of 
the paintings of Mikalojus Konstantinas Čiurlionis (1875-1911), a world-renowned 
Lithuanian visionary painter. The sonnets are patriotic and religious in spirit.

DEATH OF A PRIEST

... You knew that on all the roads
The tyrant’s gruesome shadow lay in wait for you...

"Help me, o Lord, to bear all the burdens
As you have done it on the cross..."

It was the hour when the jackals hunt at noon 
And he set out for his last journey...
Only in battle lies the hero’s proper death. 
It was the hour when the jackals hunt at noon 
And suddenly - a crash. A blow. A scream! 
Earth and heaven were plunged in darkness... 
A tracery of blood on the pure snow...
"Help me, o Lord,... all... the burdens..."

(An excerpt from "The Silenced Hymn of Bells," 
an underground poem honoring the martyred 
Father Juozas Zdebskis).

'.ARCHBISHOP OF SALZBURG - SOLIDARITY WITH LITHUANIAN CHURCH
• 'What Can Austria Do For Lithuania?''

The Archbishop of Salzburg, Dr. Karl Berg, has declared his solidarity with 
the Catholics in Lithuania. Meeting the participants of the "33rd European Lith
uanian Study Week" in Salzburg at the end of July, the Archbishop said that he 
was well acquainted with the difficult situation of the faithful in the Baltic 
country. He wished the exiled Lithuanians a "prompt return to a free Lithuania."

Dr. Berg told the participants that during his study days in Rome, one of 
his colleagues was the later Lithuanian Bishop Ramanauskas, who was deported by 
the Soviets and perished in Siberia. The fate of his fellow-student has made him 
constantly aware of the present situation of the Lithuanian Catholics.
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In his lecture on the subject "What Can Austria do for Lithuania?" Father 
Jakob Fbrg, representing the Austrian section of "Christian Solidarity Inter
national," surveyed the activity of Austrian Catholics on behalf of their 
beleaguered brethren of faith in Lithuania and promised that this would continue.

FORBIDDEN VISIT TO THE "HILL OF CROSSES"

A forbidden visit by an American-Lithuanian woman and her daughter to the 
"Hill of Crosses," one of the chief shrines of Roman Catholicism in Lithuania, is 
described in the August 1986 issue of the Catholic Digest.

The woman, writing under the pseudonym of "Dalia", tells how she was taken by 
car to the Hill from Vilnius, capital of Lithuania:

"We turned onto a winding country road, leading to a hill well hidden by trees 
and not visible from the main road. Suddenly a breathtaking view unfolded before 
our eyes: thousands of crosses, big and small... the entire hill, every inch of 
it, is covered with crosses and little shrines, with rosaries, scapulars, small 
crosses, and holy pictures hanging on them.

"The hill is not a quiet museum, but is alive with people young and old, who 
come here at all times of day and night. The hill buzzes with prayers and songs 
praising the Lord.

"The first crosses were brought here as early as 18jl. The"Hill of Crosses" 
became even more beloved after Lithuania's occupation by the Soviets in 19^4. 
Through the years the number of crosses increased, especially in the period of 
1955 to 1957, when people who returned from exile in Siberia or were released 
from prisons brought a cross here in thanksgiving to God. It is believed many 
prayers have been answered and many miracles have taken place on this hill. In 
1961 the Communists had all the crosses pulled up and destroyed. But this did not 
stop the people. New crosses would appear every night, like mushrooms after the 
rain. Finally, in 1975 the Communists gave up, and the number of crosses has been 
growing ever since...

"When the car pulled away I thought, truly, this is one place in this occupied 
country that is a witness to the people's undying faith and trust that one day 
Lithuania will be free again."

PRIMITIVE OFFICIAL ATHEISM VS. "UNSHAKABLE FAITH"
British Journalist's Impressions From Lithuania

"The children on an educational visit gazed in horrified fascination at the 
instruments of torture on show in the gloomy crypt below the Lithuanian Museum 
of Atheism, a pink baroque building, once the church of St. Kasimir, in the centre 
of the capital, Vilnius," writes Christopher Walker in his article entitled "Museum 
of Horrors Versus Unshakable Faith,"(The London Times, July 30, 1986.)

Christianity Equals Elaborate Torture

"A pretty Russian teacher pointed out the chair of nails, the leg braces, the 
holder for burning coals, and the selection of tongs, and explained in a voice loud
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enough for all the chamber to hear: "This is what the Christians used to do to 
each other as part of religion," he continues. "The grotesque displays in the 
glass cases included photographs of blood-spattered corpses roped to chairs - 
according to the official description, murdered by ’bourgeois nationalists with 
the blessing of Catholic priests."

Eradication of Religion - a "Hard Task" in Lithuania

However, Walker points out, "those in charge of the campaign to eradicate 
religion have a hard task. In Lithuania... the Roman Catholic Church is as much 
a symbol of national culture and pride as it is in neighbouring Poland." He says 
that recently there have been signs that the Communisty Party "is moving to step 
up its control" over the Lithuanian Catholic Church.

Anti-Russian Sentiments in Vilnius

The English journalist found strong anti-Russian feelings in Vilnius, the 
capital of Lithuania. "It is still inadvisable to speak in Russian to many Lith
uanians," he writes. "This was confirmed by one colleague whose pronunciation of 
Russian was so good, that he was twice refused service in Vilnius’ bars and cafes. 
’When I reverted to pidgin English, the attitude changed straight away,’ he said."

Communist Official Distorts Situation

Walker quotes Vytautas Zenkevičius, the so-called "Foreign minister of Lith
uania," who dismissed the religious activists as a "few extremists who violate 
the law. They try to organize illegal schools and teach religion. They are punished." 
Zenkevičius "countered questions from British correspondents with pointed jibes 
about the Provisional IRA and other terrorist groups with Catholic connections." 
(Zenkevičius’ arguments are a good example of the mendaciousness and primitivism 
of the official attempts to justify the Soviet persecution of religion. First, the 
activists are not "few extremists," as evidenced by the large numbers of signatures 
on petitions protesting violations of religious rights and the popular support of 
activist priests and lay catholics. Second, these activists do not violate Soviet 
laws which do guarantee religious rights. Third, none of the imprisoned and per
secuted Lithuanian Catholics have practised or advocated violence in the manner 
of the Provisional IRA. The Soviet press actually lauds the Provisional IRA as 
"brave fighters against British imperialism." Ed.).

SEARCHES (from Page 10.)

Adelė Jucevičiūtė was interrogated by the KGB in Viduklė on October 3, 1985, 
and March 25, 1986. She was reprimanded for participating in a public prayer for 
the imprisoned priest Alfonsas Svarinskas and threatened with various reprisals. 
She admited that she listened to Radio Vatican and asked it that was forbidden. 
The KGB official answered that it was permitted to listen to such broadcasts 
individually; however, it was forbidden to discuss these broadcasts with someone 
else and to form conclusions from them.

USSR News Brief (Munich, June JO, 1986) reports that at the end of May 1986 
searches were carried out at the homes of seven people in Kaunas, Sakiai, and 
Jonava. In Kaunas, the home of Antanas Patackas (b. 1912) former lecturer at the 
Agricultural Academy, was ransacked. Underground publications and J5 books that 
had been published abroad were seized. Also confiscated were books published 
during the period of Lithuania's independence, including The History of Lithuania.
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SOVIET DISINFORMATION TRIES TO FOMENT BIGOTRY IN U.S.

The outcry of world public opinion against Moscow's anti-semitic theories 
and practices has been one of the gravest setbacks Soviet totalitarianism has 
suffered during the past several decades. Stung by this setback, Moscow has 
tried various tactics to minimize the losses and to recover lost ground. Such 
efforts failed for the most part because of their clumsiness. Soviets still 
refuse to admit that they have done anything wrong, while they go on practicing 
anti-semitism on a grand scale under the code name of "Zionism."

But the Soviet disinformation apparatus has managed to score moderate gains 
in fomenting bigotry right here in the United States. In its effort to discredit 
Americans of East-Central European descent who oppose Moscow's oppression of 
their ancestral homelands, the Soviets have been generously peddling "information" 
designed to smear their opponents as "anti-semites." Some naive individuals, 
including (alas!) members of the press and TV, have swallowed these contaminated 
"appetizers" and have used the media to cast slurs not only on selected persons 
but also on the entire community of East-Central Europeans and their descendants 
in the U.S. They have uncritically accepted the fabrications manufactured by the 
chief bastion of institutionalized anti-semitism in the entire world, now posing 
as a "friend" and "protector" of the Jews!

Such displays of bigotry are completely out of place in the United States. 
When they reach newspaper columns or the TV screens, they must be swiftly and 
decisively rebuked by all Americans. The search for genuine Nazi war criminals - 
a positive goal - must not be allowed to degenerate into a side-show of Soviet 
disinformation and the fomenting of national prejudice.

The majority of American Jews have refused to accept such products of Moscow's 
duplicity. This is not surprising. Jews in the United States are too familiar with 
the suffering of their brethren in the Soviet empire and with Moscow's Big Lie. 
Also, because of their historic experience, Jews know the dangers of ethnic stereo 
typing and the label of "collective guilt."

COMMUNIST OFFICIAL ON POPE AND "NOTORIOUS JEWESS"

"Marksism-Leninism and the progressive Soviet people (above all, the Communist 
Party functionaries) are supposed to be free of national, religious or racial prej 
udice, because under Socialism all people are supposedly free. The greater there
fore the astonishment (at first glance), when the deputy prime minister of the 
Soviet Republic Lithuania, Česnavičius, explains that one of the reasons why Pope 
John Paul II cannot come to Lithuania and the USSR, is because he has received in 
audience the 'anti-Communist Jewess of notorious fame', Mrs. Yelena Bonner, who is 
Sakharov's wife.

"Is a Pope, who consorts with Jews, intolerable for the atheist Soviet 
regime? Or are anti-communism and Jewishness identical for the deputy head 
of the Soviet-Lithuanian government? Hardly, because, after all, the patriarch 
Karl Marx himself was, in Česnavičius' words, a 'Jew who became famous.' There
fore one must assume that a real racism exists, as before, within the really 
existing socialism, and that the allegedly progressive leadership gladly resorts 
to such racism when it wants to discredit those it does not like..."

(Carl Gustaf Ströhm, "Die berllhmte JUdin" (The famous Jewess), 
Die Welt, Hamburg, July 16, 1986).
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BOOKS, MAGAZINES, ARTICLES

BALTIC FORUM, vol. 3, No. 1, Spring 1986.
In this issue: "Arthur Miller in Vilnius: An 
Interview"; "Poetic Encounters" by Lars Helander; 
"Baltic Travel" by Manuela Hoelferhoff; "From 
Bäthory to the Present: Lithuania Through Hungarian 
Eyes," by Endre Boitar; "Notes and Reflections on 
Baltic Life." 
Editorial correspondence: Trumbull Asso. Ltd., P.O. 
Box 6015, Yorkville Station, New York, N.Y. 10128,USA. 
Other inquiries: MH International Design & Publications 
AB, Box £19, S-4Q126 Gothenburg, Sweden.

JOURNAL OF BALTIC STUDIES, Vol. XVI, No. 4, Winter 1985.
A quarterly of the Association for the Advancement of 
Baltic Studies. This issue contains articles on Baltic 
history in the 18th-20th centuries and a report on the 
sixth annual Baltic Symposium in Toronto, Canada. 
Address: AABS, 231 Miller Road, Mahwah, N.J. 10430.

LEGERETE, No. 9, August 1986. The monthly publication of the Legerete 
International Writers' Union serves both literature and 
human rights. Special attention is usually given to 
Lithuania and East-Central Europe in general.This issue 
contains items on Juozas Zdebskis, Vladas Lapienis, and 
Povilas Pečeliūnas' defense speech at the trial of three 
Lithuanian patriots and human rights activists in Vilnius, 
December 15-22, 1980. Membership in the Union includes 
Legerete subscription, other publications, and an invi
tation for participation in protecting human rights.
Write to: Kimberly Coale, Director LIWU, P.O.Drawer 1410, 
Daphne, Alabama 36526, USA.

"Umarmt und fast Erdrückt" (Embraced and almost suffocated), by Kurt 
Hörold, Manheimer Morgen, June 27, 1986. An article 
about the "bitter fate of Soviet Minorities and the 
Russification of the Baltic States and Central Asia."

" 'Kanonenfutter' für Afghanistan" (Cannon Fodder for Afghanistan) by 
Siegfried Löffler, Per Tagesspiegel, West Berlin, July 
26, 1986. The oppression of the Baltic countries and 
the efforts of the Baltic emigration to air the case 
of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia.

"Die Berühmte Jüdin" (The Famous Jewess) by Carl Gustaf Ströhm, Die Welt, 
July 15, 1986. An editorial on the anti-semitic remarks 
by a Lithuanian Communist quisling.
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