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THE EARLY FORMATIVE PERIOD
OF LITHUANIAN HISTORY

OWEN | C NOREM. D D
I he quostion, where did the|Translated 1his  means Mv
i irhuaman nation come from, s 'mother had sent me tor ware
" easily answered Appatent- from the Danulbe Is this e

vothey were we'l established initerence to water from the Danube

"'+ 1 heme on the Baltic Sea and andicative of an carly Lithuaman

the  hasie ot the Nemunas settlement adjacent to ¢he Ma

(et odat a very catly year  Some edoman people © We shall ha ¢

1 t1ans believe that the Lath occasion to refer frequently o

al ~ o arnived at thas laed, the Lathuaman Daimos tor thooe

cohove o shall call Lathuama ancient sagas tel! s much aboat

Coeartes g designate  as the early Laithuanian hite and revea’

' 1oty ving between the Dav-in measure. the great soul of the
ivet oon the north and the nation

s \ on the south, “-‘“‘”"" It appears certarn thar the

da-rward 1o the l)'“fl"" Lithuanians first settled 100 the

vocat'yvoas the vear ]‘\l'()‘N(-muna\ basin and bhad as then

( I hose who hold to this relatives  and neaighbors the

¢ perhaps  explaim  earlv|Prussians, who hved westwa o

tact- with Scevthiar, Greek. iy the region now known as Ea

sioan l ootirer peoples They Prussia the Latvians, who lived

1" vy ot that the Lathas on the tiver Da pusd. and tn

“rberguage hears unmistal- Jowvingians who hived southf

FReness oo the ancient ton- Iathuama |’|..'|(-r I'hese Xin

oetoas the Sanskrir ear v red prople hved quite poacetuits

) and  the Indian Veos and enjoved the simple hite on

cat o Corteomn o samitlartties ot lands that were careta’!yv cuio

: and  custom o can Y oe vated Fhe prear forests wee

Corracesd e the Tathuvaman ttull ot game. honey and such

! and ner carty odarta dgelicacies  as mushroon:s I'h

¢ are those who sav thar, swamps offered a measu-e o

iy dence s timssy at heegisecurity, for m themselves chay

oter to befteve that the constituted a defense  agams

R tithes are an o aggression  The aheve mentios

et the indigenous peoples «d component parts of the lith

« Bal e region I'Me ar- vaman  nation  spoke  tongu-s

oosts wWho 1ol us that an vay stmila: and to thig dayv the

1 cptes ivad i the Nemuy. Bithuanian can understand the
st as carly as the ver l.atvian

C B C L waill perhaps tavon Certa: 1t 2 thar hite was poe

A thar present day Lata: very comphicated 1 these car

s are an admixture  obf umes Ttwas casy to pocure an

<t*ong nations who weoero abundant living from the bou.-

e the rigors ot ear- teous  land Long  pennds  of

vostence ane the march of peace  made  possable  detimite

Onre thimg s certamn, the paimms an the heme economy S

' toovidence 1s rathor dim- well were “he early lessons ‘earr

we ot at the present ume.cd and so tenacious!y have the

Frech b the evidence pur- Lethuaman people clung 1o then

ce o o be history s mixed wealth of tradition. that even to

olepond day they are argely selt-sufh

Samse histonans, such as H. C cient. In the early davs. then

Wil and others, merely reter;wants were few and their life was
liastern Europe of the year{full.  They sang in *he spring.|

R N P o S
|
jreciate this observation I e
wintey davs ate short and often

exceedingly cold A wet tall and
a wet spring generally matched

a winter that had an dabundance
ot snow Thus one cdn see that
the farmer carefully sowed his

rye., wheat oats, bairley and flax
with an eve to the growing sec

son and also gathered these
‘crops m due season While 1t
1s Lue that some winter davs

had hittle more than five houts
of sunshine, 1t 15 also true that
summer days bad almost eightesn
hours of hight  No word of com
plaint was torthcoming, tor the
I.ithuanian has alwavs been con
(j()lI.§ 'IAh('Il’
overh assurel
the al

with hounty

pt
them that
ways Ivrn\‘ldr a good hving and
they 1"

Fouidence set hetore us by at
chealogsts sugpests that be
tween 1000400 B C I.athu-
anians farmed with vanioas 1non
of

tent

Was 4a which

carth would

believed

the

st uments crude  design

lion  household  utensils  were
known to them as well as oo
and bronze nts, surtups, sw < s
spears. e These articlec very
hkely came too fath aniy 1o
vhetr place of ongin vothe s oth
lands  Intrepid trad avacodd
cautious’y overland or v oway o
“he sea to trade such wares foa
the desited amber. Foney,
aried other  Lathuanan cad g
arenials Undoubredie the o
Ne CCCUDATION Was e
and  ancertarn an o these va‘,!"
Time s

The demand  for arhe vas
quite hikelyv enchance b o soeh
findings as that avrriburod 1o
Ta'es o Greek philosopher of
the vear H40 B C . who stated
thar 1t had definite electiie pre-!

perties and theretore was espe-
cially efficacious when used as
a charm. The presence in early
burial pits ot gold and silver o
naments. as well as glass heads
would indicate tpat amber
manded a fancy price

The reported presence of am
obiects 1n the tombs of the

com

ber

‘Pharaohs and at such places as

the ruins of Mikenai in Greece
(Micene) would suggest that,

trading at an even earlier date|

: : : _ |thap 1500 B. C. was possible and'
1490 K € as being 1hhabited hy [summer, fall. and winter out of probable. Great quantities of am-’
‘. shoand Scvthian peoples. sheer jov in hving. Thev saug .. found their wav also 0
oo wila perhaps opine that when thev worked i the ficlds china and India  T'his matenal
movement north of the ot at the foom. tor thev con- o o common te the Ralt
ENordoes the Lithuanian sidered i a povilege to labor and g .
v boend atse!f o the wake peroduce A stiange pegple liist Hew yhesy “aroler fl.sfihl
2N ﬁ(‘:.|~,|||?a\lar1~ and pusn They hunted 1 then great irg Acstiane a6 Taentis €3 04
e L”:Vm“m( hosts ol torests and brought home fuss tmom, speat thenr on'yv o tasu o
\ ,‘\I.'! ‘lz;n{_';:::,;\]I;;iz:;_‘uuhlch couid be .',mh.'...nwi n.‘:»v i\.-.nu ts lliTC(‘ltRlI‘ \".er\ hk(.l\_
; garments ‘o protect agamnst e atter the davs of torhing o otie
mesements of peoples (o1 Many a rale was 1old fovcests or fieids, they wou'd
r gy g ML rAtiens f:ghts with the bhear. the wao'lts pathor an thers hoanes whic)
mpress much atter the the <avage wiedl hoar The were grouped in communal cen
the glacial moves yopianian ek a special O tes These communial centors
: hght in hontimg the wen fex ar i cHtorded the necessarv soaat an
'.‘\ phatl preal CRrOMG aane g g owas Sty ab the tarco e and provided  great
‘ .‘n:':':;‘,;h:‘-2!\:(‘1;:1:A ::;' cunning heast  Fhe hastig i | .1-‘(1'.-1: against cnmm..l‘,f on
. }':('(ldn\'\ anima.~ in the cariv emies Such aunthanity as was
X FESLA WRRtIg: U Vears seems it to have heen <o csarcised  contered  gbow
Lt TEERNT TR ‘\ugl"' much a spor: ds a necessaty pro o acgds of “he familes I'his 1y
BT GHiees & TPk k,- ' caution against the loss b siech of goveinment has heen terme 1y
DM WS ha“.”"' amimals as cat*ic. sheep, goa s vataarchal. and though dem
. | \.l.‘“:,:...;(“ ;”:(Lliltt\: ?.ml. pou.tiv Ihe laghuan:an ! (:,Hic nad a xl(fo'.]'(":f('m« 1.1(
SR g cariv times was a catitious hose weakness. OQccasionallv a Coeun
nat ke eatly Greeks handman ¢’ mattar was dhiscussed but pen.
¢ ol triends o relatives FRERAg i T cralhv cach family or gioup
\Hoimans, 1Y sk patred ciude and on a small scale Smai; famriics feund gt convement o
ol SEain  ageieinu| frelds by the niver side o bollow therr own anclinations
v kb "\("'h'a”'\ WSS clcarings demanded constant care We must temember that the
) A (ar‘l\ l'”h“‘vanrl Attention. 1or seasoins we - Wes plenty of land and the hunt
s Nimg hpheve tha short Whon we think of the lioe PR Was Qo Jd o Inoake fames
VT ; .
( .”.:\1.41.1:'“'!;:;1. ,’.(l‘:;:;; ranning thiough lathuama q ,;'.:"{:-Htl':),;;‘ ,‘..«\I .\\l'u-' \;\.um of ;im
G e e B e also passing through the Huoodo o o "1 3. “‘ .("lm”” W “l‘j
scn Bav of Carada. whe can an. tventuallv allowed the choice o
'ohiston . a Grand Duke
sy drect aar o attention ‘n: N T —
am.os coliection of latha- e ¢ o Iy
folkeongs known  as thc[‘“':&_“ ; o "
' ame titled with very \.'*-l ViR 1 K I TR
< matcenial One exprcs-i““:“ Veve i 'h e & H Sk ’ w
te's to the lathuaman pgru o ; e W ! AR i e
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'MISERY OF LITHUANIAN SLAVE
LABORERS AT VORKUTA

moving belt and down into the
depths of the mine

We walked down  passages
that were full people and
eventually came an unused

gallery which ended in a little

Arrival at Vorkuta

Atier the occupation of
the Baltic States in 1940, mass
deportations of Lithuanians, Lat
vians and Estonians also took |
toak  place 1cpurtasions ““(‘t\'pl About halfway up the end
West Ukrammans began  about| Y
the same r1ihe  Today |wa

ther e a hoard which
these |
groups from the mamn body

of
to

was
’.srlvrd as an altar Two miners’
0

[lamps were hanging on the wa'l

vhe “free p\(vpll!ﬂhnﬂ of '"':aml Vi canidles were ariing o
kuta. about "0.000 of them I the altar About twenty men
ing 1n the town itself and ano 'had solleeted NhEEE. moRE ©f
ther SO000 o1 ~o n the vxllagu:“h”m L dedich: knw AN weie
round the pits fstan(hng there in silence: they

Fhe rown's anstocracy com-lywere sunk 1n praver  They felt

posed of officers of the NKVl)Iqunr safe here No soldier who
headquarters,  and  technicians yalyes his life would ever ven
and officrals of the “Volkutugol!yure down into the pit

Combine.” which coordinates the.

: One of the prisoners detache:!
runnming of the varioas pits,

himselt from *he group His ap

This population 1s he [pearance was 1n no wav differ
g added all the time ent from that of the others. I«
prisoners who have served their wore the same dirty clothes a
sentences and hpen released, but all those who worked in the pit
who are contimunaliv being  re |A second prisoner followed him

“tree

1o I

fused permits o rerarn to thor jthis was the acolvre A tiny
homes 11 1h  ~outh ‘chalice was put on the altar. 1o
There ate abour thirty I,;.\-}!h:- right lay a small rosaal

altogether Tlhe Mass hegan The acolvie
g one o forty, burlrang a litle he!l at the nromens:
some ot these Bave not vet gotiof transubstantiat:on The priest

tho actual ntlmlu'-|

runs from

(¥ J
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hevond the plhoinimg stage. And|elevated the Host The faithful
next 1o oeach pot hes a hutted tknelt doten and hrat their hreasts
camp for the miners and othei Several  took  the  sacramert
slave workers  thoe are about; Then the priest hlessed us and
thitty such camps with an aver-|we departed as silently as we
ape of 3500 men in each. Thusyhad come
the poputation of Vorkuta con | vSome months later | had an
sists of abour 105000 prisoners opportunity - of  examining the
m o camps, 120000 “free”  de-lchalice 1t was a miniature silver !
portees. and ‘3-"“9' guards.|one made by the prisoners them '
NKVD otficers. officials,  andigelves The cloth which cover-|
techmicians  anprosimately 235-leq it was of the same propor-
000 people altogethe: itions. The wafers were real ones.
5 [sent aute legatlv in parcels from
The Nations of Vorkuta home.  The gnarllsl. who  had
Of the 3.500 prisoners in Camp |never scen anvthing like them

9 10 in my time. about 1.700
were Ukrainians. The other large
national groups we:c : about 800
I.i*huanians. 300 I.atvians, 300
Russians, 200 Estoniins, and 190
Germans (120 from Germany it-
self: 70 from the So:igt Union).
Bus this by no means completes

before, were told that they were
a special sort of “lathuanian
bread.” The wine comes from the
Crimea and is smuggled in by
“free” Lithuanians working in
the pit. When there is no wine
to be had in the stores in the
town ‘he Lithuanians make it
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On Auvgust 9. 1642, mine Stis was  h'ta e i New ['ownt
dents were graduated from Ha.o Jato cenamed Canvcheidge 1n hon
vard. at the first commencrmen® o o the pprercre g Englana
of this oldest of A ¢ Vowhe e ma:cay the colonists had
leges Six vears carlier, Breen eelcoate | The tirst tresh
the General Court of Ma: « ni man class was just en*ering in

setts had decided to appropriate Septemie,
money for an institution highcr vard
learning with the purposc of clergym:»
educating the "English and [
dian vyouth in knowledge and tle hequeatiicid 1 the new college
Godliness.” A year later, a site his entire hbraiy of about 300

volumes and half of his estatc

(valued at $3.700. John Harvard's
Almost all ~fibequest wae douhle the amouat

1735 when John Han
non-conrrformas?
trom

a A\l

wh had come

Fngland a proviously, died

VoA

L

before they die.

the list ot all the diffcrent na-lof grapes which they have fer- them have a wife. a son. a daugh-which bad h-en vored by the
tionalities in the camp ‘mented themselves, It was told|ter. or nieces and nephews whe‘General Caurr and, in gratitude
I made many triends among:that at Easte: two ‘nrds of the would wilhingly look after themn 1t was s i tihar the “colleg:
the prisoners from the Baltic Lithuanians in the camp took the The Seviet Government has on'v dgiresd upor f=me: v to he builht
S ates. The situation 1n which sacramen® tto let them go :A,Pd by doing <. at - Cambrid o ~ihail b called
these States find themselves ‘o | The priests an the camp ale!‘h“\' relieve themselves of th Ha v Codicg,
dayv s tragic PR B special powers hy the'nﬁn(‘(rsx?lrv expense of keepine, Onp Aucy / I8N [.ucy
1 was alloted to 4 brigac .Church to enable them to coa ralive l’t‘jl'l(' who are unproduce !S!(’:: st e taremost Amer
woiking in the woodyard at the ceal then activity The priest 'Vt ‘H“ thev Ict no one g0 lican wonre: o agists and re
pithead has the right to hand the Host Wi . fod i s S TGS Misede
This new brigade consisted a'- OvVer to his followers to adminis- I had a conversation \‘\-:rh acisers 5 e N AT e
most exelusively of I,ithuaniaim.“” to th'mwl\-r‘\p tar conditions ofticer of the Russian Sv(n.rzf f s gooadl 2a m Obridin (_',,}’
tormer partisans who had near- make 1t impossible to cvervone F.n!u'\'!]n 1046 ‘l”a.\'kefl him if RTELY ¢ b ued orgar
v al' heen captured fighting lo recewve lhl.\xl('.!dI“(‘l’H in the \\..l\ really necessary to arrest 1re 1l f Women'~ Righnts
Tl Wet tough lot. usual form o Someone prosses a manv people o the  Easte Crn A n ve o lectur
| spent myv evemings talk: hox y.f crpgaretres into a commun- - Zone e re 1% ani aganst
g to the [.ithuanians (\f mv IC.Q‘I‘Y\ ]ldni]\ Rut the box has ‘Tm Slll'P!’I\‘(l at vout quns. SidV \ ] .+ R‘,.n(_ mar-
hisgade «n their davs off only s'x ('H%dl(H(ﬁ mn 'nfmv(-d(' tron,” he answered. “Don't oy i e boacizwe . who was
I (,)‘:”:,“ :.‘I.(zl(‘i:‘l.l‘.,‘ntv.l[r(c.h}'\I':. m:'l'l'l-v-xnn\\' that a1ts Jl)l\f the same w: © i A 1S v FeRviRt st aned
(1~ who had made friends anid \\‘]n:h‘ ,\' ;h(- “H.,.i\- :f (‘h.”\q \-.,u' vuT W]lt‘h us’ Before we can anti <lavs Sl Howeve".
alwavs took their days off to-) g O v liaie: Rl \Aa“‘m("'," \taxt. i‘”"”g .Cnmmnms‘m pio she . rataining  her
gether  Like most people in the 1‘(.7 ee he : = iperly the whoie of this older maries o A ddring  gesturc
camp *hev were curious to knew | (.\."“” S < I f } RENTISsOn has got to he wiped b el thereafter
m.u;'almm Cerraanvand By ! I'he religrous hife ot the Lath-'q g R A8 " ST hhe &6
For, g g " | rnanians and Ukramians s VE'YY  he only work which the dis. ampie aceana  mown “
n ocetarn thev told me abont largely rosponsible for  thor ' ' - ‘ $ITown Aas Luscv
thenr own countiy . abled arc called upon to do st Stoners  She toaaded and edit
1 : ' B mental statlity Altogether 1t ¥ hury each other &1 he Whoneui's Janymal. an im
Grad allv T made friends wi ‘la_\tnm\hmu how  few  suicides! s pos 3 wielaes iorting Dl o o
these twa Lithuamans, and tha there are m “he camps. aHhun-_’:h"C( or ul.a’ t : tory o VJ > .I'k’ -( o .'. l|d-,l..” w lCl
started worrvaing alfnnt the sta*c these arce just the conditions ”-‘t ”” ”;‘ /‘ e Ar.(ll( ‘;\,. ‘:.,.'.‘”"' (.’ S ,\,h.ed e
of mv  ~oul  Religton plaved hieh might he expected to learl ]mll;vl..,'\(’ rormer. WN.’/N”’ ’ ," /' s SRR SRHES A
such an important part in the' ¢t qicrde During all time | and Nicholson. 7 Cork St.. L.on-|‘eatn .
own hves that thev could not|waec at Vorkuta [ heard of onle don W. 1) Common Ceunci
imagine how a man could live (ne atrempt »
without the strengih and com ’ - - - =i -
"fort ot the Church. One day the Camp 6 - e e e S A e
ftwa teachers asked me ’_f Fwowld!  ghe number of disabled pris- z
hke 1o go to Mass. “You €A hnets 1in each camp varies At :
hear Mass regularly. if vou like W “imi of i arFiva) a6 Cams: v ®
This ofter was a sign of theit ¢ containe] ahout 700 out of Z l r
confrdence in me. Tt was also 4 o141 of 3.500 As a lahor force

proot of ther atfection for me
and as such | could not reject 1
1 agreed to go.n the first place
hecause I didn’t want to otfen:l

them and secondly out of

no further part to play
machinery ot production

And what a pathetic sight

Cur'- mos* of them are. Years and
sstty to see this rehigious lifen veargy ot hard work under bar
the catacombs of the twentieth parie  conditions  have made

century

The Mass took place in one
of the unused galleries of the
pit. about six hundred feet be
low the surface. On the night on
which to attend. the
teachers and I finished our work
early 1 understood that it harl
all been agreed with the brigade
leader He had allotted us johs
which we could get finished by
four o'clock in the morning

When four o'clock came
left the wood yard and went to
the entrance to the pit nearhy
. The production of coal was in
full swing. A continuodus stream
[of trucks was coming up to the

‘ ‘1 P >

wrecks of them Therc they live
badlv ciothed. herded together 1n
overcrowded hlocks. toothless,
tubercular. suffering from heart
disease and nearly always from
high blood pressure, the charae
teristic sickness of the north
Every week a few of them are
buried in the tundra. The oldest

we were

thonusands who died here in Vor-
kuta during and after the war
The majority of these disabled

we

sent a danger to the Soviet re-
gime any more.

e ¢ s Tefy

to

o TAUPMENOMIS

among them are hetween 70 and
R0. the survivors of hundreds »f

prisoners cannot possibly repre-

They are old
and i1ll. They have only one wish
.~c *heir famihes again
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