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FOREWORD

Long after similar underground publications
in the Soviet Union have been stifled by the
long arm of the Soviet secret police, The
Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithvania
continues to inform the world of the abuce of
human rights in that country by its Soviet
aggressors.

As the very special object of Communist
ire, the Roman Catholic Church in Lithuania,
with its back to the wall, continues a heroic
struggle to remain alive.

Cut off from normal communications with
the rest of the world, with the greater part
of its bishops and active priests in prison,
exiled, or under house arrest; prevented by
the bureaucratic machinations of the Communist
Party from replacing in any realistic ratio
the clergy who are struck down by death or
illness, the Catholics of Lithuania still
manage somehow to survive.

The Catholics of Lithuania need and
deserve your help. Through various channels
a limited amount of material aid reaches the
persecuted Church in Lithuania. To assist,
readers can send their contribution to
Lithuanian Catholic Religious Aid, 6409 56th
Road, Maspeth, L.I., New York, 11378.

Perhaps even more important is the
need to publicize the plight of the Catholic
Church in Lithuania under Soviet Communism.
The question must be raised everywhere from
the local level to the United Nations.

"Have pity on me, at least you, my
friends..." (Book of Job)
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In the middle of May, 1973, the faith-
ful of Lithuania sent the Praesidium of the
Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. a@omplaint
and tijyjo declarations, which were signed by
several tens of thousands of believers.
These petitions came about because discrim-
ination against believers has not ceased.

How were the signatures collected?
Texts of the petitions were circulated from
hand to hand throughout Lithuania. Each
page intended for signatures carried the
entire text of the petition, so that the
signer could become acquainted with it.

Many turned up who, motivated by deep
faith and feeling deeply the constriction
of the rights of their homeland and of their,
Church, contributed much time and effort to
collect 30782 signatures. All this had to
be done in leisure time, at the constant
risk of falling into the hands of security
police. One who has never collected signa-
tures to a petition in our circumstances
will never understand how much heroism and
self-sacrifice the gatherers of these signa-
tures showed.

How did the faithful respond when ap-
proached to sign? Many would sign enthusi-
astically, without hesitation, especially
if the character of the one soliciting
signatures was known to them. In instances
in which the one collecting signatures was
unknown, many would hesitate, fearing en-
trapment by the government, or fearing to
hurg the Church or the faithful. Some
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parents from sheer intimidation forbade
their children to sign.

Obviously, it was unsafe to collect
signatures in the vicinity of the church;
hence almost all signatures were collected
in the homes of the faithful. The process
required about a month and a half. Some
of the sheets fell into the hands of un-
known persons who through carelessness or
ill-will spoiled them; hence, part of the
signatures had to be written off as invalid.

State security organs soon learned of
the gathering of signatures and began ar-
resting the gatherers. In Kaunas the quar-
ters of V. Grinceviliuté were searched, be-
cause someone accused her of gathering signa-
tures. She was summoned for interrogation
several times. The investigators were par-
ticularly interested to find out who was
organizing the gathering of signatures.

In the parish of Kapliamiestis, District
of Lazdija, security agents were after some
woman, who according to their information,
had been collecting signatures. Apparently,
the security people were unsuccessful.

The security police confiscated sheets
with signatures from Mrs. Rudiene, a resi-
dent of the village of SteponiSkis. The
woman was interrogated about where she ob-
tained the texts of the protest, and
threatened with abrogation of her rights as
a mother.

In the district of Ignalinas, some of
the priests were interrogated after someone
had informed the police about the gathering
of signatures.
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K. Tuménas, deputy for the Committee
on Religious Affairs, ordered the bishops
and apostolic administrators of Lithuania
to put pressure on priests through the
deans, not to cooperate - in fact to hinder -
the gathering of signatures around the
churches.

In many areas of Lithuania, e.g.,
Klaipeda, Kapsukas, etc., government of-
ficials warned local pastors not to allow
the collecting of signatures.

After such a reaction on the part of
the police, the obvious question arose:
What is the sense of sending petitions with
signatures to Soviet bureaus? Is it only
so that having the signatures, they could
interrogate those who had signed, threaten-
ing to throw them out of work; out of school,
etc.? Besides, with the signatures in hand,
security agents could smear the faithful,
saying that the signatures were fraudulent,
that so many thousands had not signed, etc.

Some wonder whether it would not be
better not even to approach agencies of the
Soviet government, but rather to try to get
word out through the Iron Curtain, and to
appeal to the conscience of the world.

Following are the complete texts of
the complaint of the faithful of Lithuania
and of their two petitions:

To the Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet
of the U.S.S.R. Copy to the Deputy
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of the Committee on Religious Affairs,
K. Tuménas

A COMPLAINT by the faithful of Lithuania:

The Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet
of the U.S.S.R. on April 12, 1968, stated:

Concerning the procedure for consid-
eration of citizens' suggestions, declara-
tions, and complaints" it is written:

'In the circumstances of the development of
today's Soviet society, complaints are usual-
ly of a form which deals with civil rights,
and with facts regarding the infringement

of citizen's interests which are protected
by law...They also show that there are still
serious short-comings in the work of many
state and public agencies."

The Chairman of the Committee on
Religious Affairs, V. Kurojedov writes:

"It is necessary to respond especial-
ly sensitively to complaints of the faith-
ful that their rights are being harmed.

It is necessary to consider all complaints
and to judge them strictly in line with

the order of the Praesidium of the Supreme
Soviet of the U.S.S.R. dated April 12, 1968".
(Religion and Law, 1971, p.24).

At the beginning of March, 1973, we,
the faithful of Lithuania, decided to
appeal to agencies of the Soviet govern-
ment in Lithuania, requesting that dis-
crimination against school-children

practicing religion be stopped, that they



Chronicle 6 -452

ik 17. Do you like discussions and books
on atheistic themes? (Yes, No, I was never
confronted with:these matters.)

18. The church teaches us to honor our
parents, to do no evil, and therefore cannot
be harmful. (Agree, Disagree, No Opinion).

19. The laws of nature are unchanging,
so there can be no miracles. (Agree, Disagree,
No Opinion).

20. Do your parents believe? (Yes,
No, They are in doubt).

21. Why do you go to church? (From
conviction; At my parents' insistence; Because
it is interesting.

After underlining the proper answers,
the pupil is required to sign his or her name
and to return the questionnaire to the teacher
who dictated it. Students respond variously:
Some answer forthrightly what they think;
others dissemble.

Why are such questionnaires necessary?
They are "sociological" surverys, seeking to
discover the students' convictions. When a
majority of students say that they are believers,
atheistic propaganda is stepped up in that
school.

Prienai. On February 9. 1973, at the
eight-grade school of Prienai, a parents' meet-
ing took place, to which the Chief of State Se-
curity for the region of Prienai, Radionov,
was invited. The security official spoke of the
bitter ideological war, saying that the Voice
of America was maligning the Soviet order.

He alleged that children in Prienai are
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unwilling to join the Pioneers and the Com-
munist Youth because their parents either are
religious, or were at one time associated
with the partisan movement. When the chief
of the security police began to speak about
Father Zdebskis, saying that he had been
"justly" sentenced for teaching children, a
storm of protest arose in the auditorium.
Ignoring this, Radionov explained that there
are more such priests, who -- in his words --
engage not in priestly work, but in propaganda
and calumny against the Soviet order.

The security agent complained that
parents force children who have enrolled in
the Pioneers and in the Communist Youth, to
go to church, thereby teaching them hypocrisy.

One woman replied, "We go to church
and our children go. It is not we, but you,
who teach them to dissimilate, because you
force believing students to join the Pioneer
and Communist Youth organizations. The entire
audience chimed in.

Another woman wanted to speak, but
Radionov said that he would not get involved
in an argument, and he left the hall, to
the accompaniment of a great uproar. Mrs.
Jakaitien€ wished to shame the people for
their "impolite" conduct, saying that they
should have kept quiet.

"We have forced children into the
Pioneers, and we will continue to do so,"
said the principal.

"And we will not allow them to join!"
the parents shot back.

I. Lithuanians continued armed resistance
against the Soviet occupants for years
after World War II. (Trans. Note)
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Prienai. In April, 1973, Father Zdebskls
was assigned as pastor of the parlsh of KuCiiinai.
This parish is located in the border area.

Before this assignment, Father Zdebskis had on
orders of the police, taken work as a parking
attendant in Kaunas. Government agents spread
the rumor that Father Zdebskis himself did not
wish to work in a parish.

Krikgtonys. On Easter morning, 1973, a
representative of the militia, together, it
seems, with a few security police from Lazdijai
showed up, demanding that the parish band
surrender their instruments. The members of the
orchestra refused to obey the order. At that
point the pastor intervened, threatening to
complain to higher authority, and the government
officials, apparently unwilling to escalate the
conflict, withdrew.

Ilguva. In April, 1973, persons unkown
burgled the churches at Ilguva, Lower Panemune,
and Pazerelis, taking the Blessed Sacrament
from two of them.

Skriaud¥iai. April 25, 1973. Mrs.
Rinkauskiené, directress of the eight-grade
school summoned the parents of some pupils, to
explain why they allow their children to go to
church and why they take part in processions.
The first to report to school was Mrs.
Kairiuk¥tiené. Taking part in the conference
were a few teachers and the directress. They
told the mother not to allow her children to
attend church, and especially not to take part
in processions.

"I will take my children to church, since
the Constitution guarantees freedom of
conscience. Religion teaches no evil. Your
atheistic pupils roughed up the Pastor, Father
Uleckas, and demanded money of him; then they
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went over and threw stones at the little old
lady, Mrs. Tamulevilienéd. One of your charges
raped a girl. Tell me, do the church-going
children of believing parents do such things?

When the teachers remained silent, the
mother went on to speak of God.

"Never mind you and your God!" Teacher
Tumaitiené interrupted her.

Mrs. Kairiuk¥tien® retorted, "An old

adage says, "Don't spit at the sky, or it will
end up on your own chin." .

The directress threatened to mark in the
children's records that they are believers and
they would never be able to go on to higher
studies.

The mother retorted, "All work is
honorable. They can go to work on the communal
farm, as I do. The commune accepts believers."

Taking her leave, Mrs. KairiukStiend
told the teachers, "Don't get upset if you see
me going to church with my girls. I will go
on taking them with me as I have." However,
the directress did get angry when Mrs. Kairiu-
kstiene relayed the following words of her
daughters, A

"Mother, you're not the only one who
says that there is a God; so do the teachers.
If they fight against God, then he surely must
exist. After all, no one fights against
something which doesn't exist."

Lankelifkiai. In Jamuary, 1973, the
faithful of the Parish of LankeliSkiai appealed
to Leonid Brezhnev in the following text:
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"We, the faithful of the Parish of
LankeliSkiai, must report to you a regrettable
incident. Our former pastor, Father Kupstaitis,
was transferred to the Parish of Gi%ai, and
the bishop was unable to send us a new pastor,
since there is a shortage of priests in
Lithuania. Father Juozas Zdebskis has just
returned from the concentration camp, but the
local authorities will not let him function as
a priest in our diocese. It seems to us that
this is unjust to the faithful.

"We therefore request you to order the
appropriate agencies not to prevent our bishop
from appointing Father Juozas Zdebskis as pastor
to our parish.”

Dated January 21, 1973.

The petition was signed by 149 of the
faithful. A return address was given for a
reply: 'Juozas Raulinaitis, son of Jurgis,
Village of Molini§kiai, Bartininkai Post Office,
District of Vilkavi¥kis.'

On February 2, 1973, the Parish Council
of the Parish of LankeliSkiai requested His
Excellency, Bishop Labukas, to appoint a
permanent pastor.

Moscow did not reply to the petition
from the faithful of LankeliSkiai, but the
bishop in any case, would not have been able
to appoint a pastor, since there is a shortage
of priests.

DIOCESE OF KATISTADORIAT.
ge¥uoléliai. Mrs. M. Pakalniend, a

teacher in the grade-school visited the parents
of some pupils before Easter of 1973, demanding
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that they not allow their children to church
during retreat or at Easter.

Bagaslavigkis. Prior to the Feast of
All Saints, the teacher at BagaslaviZkis
emphatically warned his pupils not to go to
church; he threatened that those who went to
church would be expelled and would have to
apply for admission to some other school.

Sirvintos. The District authorities
and the teachers at the Sirvintos intermediate
school became concerned because pupils go to
church in great numbers. The principal
mentioned that where pupils, urged to join
Communist Youth activities had earlier expressed
their unwillingness uncertainly and irresolutely,
now they boldly speak up: "I cannot join the
Komsomol, since I am a believer."

Students of the tenth grade replying to
a question about their religious attitudes,
stated that religion is necessary for the
individual and for society.

At Easter, 1973, the principal himself
came to the church at girvintos to spy on pupils.
The next day, some of the students were repri-
manded for being at church on Easter. It was
especially thrown up to tenth-grader T. Gurskis
that he played the violin during services:

"Don't damage your career; don't shame
the Soviet school," said one teacher, "Do you
want us to mark it in your records, so that
you'll have trouble applying for higher studies?"

Gurskis replied thgt if he were unable
to finish high school in Sirvintos, he would
go elsewhere.
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The chronicle of the Catholic Church in
Lithuania requests those reporting events to
specify correct dates, places, and names.
Specify which names are to be withheld.

May, 1973.
Published since March 19, 1972



16




	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0001
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0002
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0003
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0004
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0005
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0006
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0007
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0008
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0009
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0010
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0011
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0012
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0013
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0014
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0015
	1974-nr06-KRONIKA-ENGISH-0016

