







































































- r g En = S B L L R LB L e m—

y - ) . are g 'walna g D‘eDtaoIfhayioula:slmlfrall

Ed tdiprodesyemuwl Indces s argiilvyee & od ieferf t | three. Bl i mat 1 @oAht |

el sociialst i twmdaeﬁTHE?Q%a?ia%--&dt Uowever j tc o ub eh r gl u h atst, hleeeard ft h®a| 1 1
t I ndi vi duhagkva ewinla L dnefrlndepeadgaﬂeeDosett-hmchadrhwgeno
: ma nk&> _ o et & wadt rhi Bal tepu®llii"atdir has melee eab Iteor es ¢ u
a! Tk " Sovmeenf ost 'em?i‘f??vﬁ?siﬁf]t Rngspshei | MUllo fi 'sul thie mil { alyeasssi tw rifD 0O

| 1 1 i ! @ ’ = F . i i i !

g S e Iytorll-uatlﬁltgﬁ,l@aacfa’yd’ L & Mo sw diaad 4 Sftr":d;i : ot 'sdﬁmfe'@(ban?n?uﬁmgnaoﬁhte&nvi o m

e stedt” Thnw Lit hymmtbdamr_‘“'en ortdo ng Job.l's . losadf reesafpol ipolciakt awe o e

l!; in‘vom)rfeteraluniw'nttleth_Jss%anP&.C o fol .= fly dvaoesadfrefrandtrleounpwhtthe

© Mueitk itshi' S atvmantear ki trtémsb | amcteh questoifons) as tdi csedy oo o

iu! or i gismatliswh ohrepaefs;eggs ;(Iquurraao{ aolynintaauir"a nEnvironmental Effects

bt 90Ver””m““”'el“’ugshardf@@W$9P.ThSoati TRpoli¢hadigEaestEuremapntihess R

e anwoulnadt erla i gimsaniedeol cgnesak ct aleedl mgnenvirondiena Gheor s e

% ma.rtha&ye”l;’d'ebda?goergndnanipu|ahutedm,' thamra:eve‘redroeeveinmagined04SJ

“ﬁl- wh EWhﬁSed;xf(i:Lci)m hyudai.-ndioat estibtmat ucrhaas g ! Voguooli tainaaclo | opircalhaveont ri by

m: SOCV'Seﬁabiwdqsoviead)log‘?gﬁts t o! _genpﬂlad:epfeiro\nironmrecnbtlaelnltnshe
gt asper eleny grh®oviceotusd wi ciknhpyat shee commu nicsotunt nfeTsa md ¢ Frd € H i stlardt h Ot

" AR 2L plowhi mposhas otna d i cabhgedenvir 0 n dne g tt adj(aadtmanﬁ beOxpkdmm

I new or d [Ho.ever f L tphuatndieamasﬂot beea teroBVesteapi t“| Tisper evs ® ¢ ®ix@ami n e

m’ thedeol g?ﬁﬁm ebgSlsoccy @lateys nt oy al t v hedff wlt. Ise dott heepl efLj t hulavha d n

,% tranSfr‘?tt. Vv etnhgouengengr at i enil |y ma i n tga iheiilg )t uriadentaidttyehmr-mgefment

& tOthSQVIUm|ItO amilcularities. <1 ' onte__ihru_ma_.g sr.Thehn'vironenfiefneociaSIsviet

| awanpeé tsu '|plf'M sowh i enhb ody droicntat i omo Ie5|cﬁ_|qmnmrl_@ a pim d hee seanpt_ascu_l.t ur e
};{: Theul tpaled (?Jdl 'ugosnoew i sahieomeemart | ysuf fonatTlh_ ucsho Jrﬁ)_t_tohecol ogrnicwhs ch
iy andussi f({am@de n rbeetiis g per ftidic ita i | lex e n efdN gl 4 de & prl ojo me d o p pt olsoln

et SUcceSSDfewlp'i-ehehenegdieteasietrhnegierﬁ fotheentraVsSaendditmé otynt ematfona

ki pr ocoe;)%lﬂm' ttf“i”';; t Rt kdsp | ai ns: Lnisdcussmgnyironmerteanh 1t h.uama

18 t oo '

b

b t _ L : Wi tshp e c rieff ecr etnat é pp ¢ lap Acte so ft h 8 et

. . a . .
restr |anttld100nu$|0tclh\Didg'oﬁiPQ;“zgh@én 1 Uron, 1 fi be * dr 't nig n%l_gt[ﬂrdaol ogflemdati o
andaatei ar tp,Sal itnigoum s s icf ceatci.qn ., 0ft haol 'Sy e momgl; sl.tanbes e ematt h e

t hrosegh al i zlaitnig ’ Problwehmshl vbeen 1 e v armt surmg.lst ¢

T

136 vardys, V. S., 1965; p.237 - (see note 133) Notonl ywpitaltihsaaas P O upsreosg rtelargy ht h e
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domination of nature. Marxist theory, on which the Soviet example, the Soviet government has been criticised for its

SAGE SOLE O3 LAt R D b7 ST I O P poor consideration of possible environmental problems
technology;. nature was '_man'.s original tool house'. Lty created by the construction of an out-dated nuclear power
echoed this technocentric view; F plant at Ignalina as well as the short-cuts in planning the
...the proper goal of communism is the domination of construction and management of the plant thereafter. (See
nature by technology, and the domination of Chapter 3)
technology. b’f planning, so t!lat the: raw 'materlals of Lithuania has few natural resources and is unsuited for the
nanIEs w1l'l y‘ﬁ‘f}, up to mankind all that it needs and development of metal, machinery or other types of industry.**"
TR L L , However, the central planning system dictates that industries
The notions of ‘sustainability’ and 'carrying capacity' are not supporting the Union as a whole be established in Lithuania.
considered by the forefathers and advocates of communism. Thus industrialisation in Lithuania concentrated on those
,_,} With this ideological base, the policies of the Soviet political types of industries which required importation of raw
g system were bound to have significant environmental materials.’
% probl.em's.' Comm}xnism's faith in tcchnplogy! progress a.nd This policy has placed enormous pressure on the
s the infinite capacity of nature to provide, is shared with environment and on labour resources. Importation of man-
capitalism under which environmental damage has also F  power, usually Russian, became necessary for the operation
) ocgurred. It appears, however, tha} the problems in the Soviet of industry at the government's desired rate. The steady
b Union are more pronounced than in the West. ~The problems increase of Russian workers into Lithuania was designed to
. in Lithuania have been compounded by rapid industrialisation, enhance primary loyalty to the State over issues such as the
4 the primacy given to branch planning (central planning) ST T O e Tt
: gver tcr.ritorial plannir:g“‘”, e cumbersom.e b}xreaucracy, Apart from the environmental consequences, this policy
%g BfOmAtion managendiivy a lack of measuring shuments, resulted in social and economic problems. The immigration
! a prob}em . w:th c‘nforccmcnt and  the 'pollcy ':)f of workers for employment in Lithuanian factories had
3 “intetnationalism®, ‘which awempted to eradicate ethnic implications for the ethnic Lithuanians and the immigrants.
B identity. The town of Snietkus, near Ignalina, for example, has become
15 Industrialisation a "Russian Suburb” which cannot identify with the rest of

Following the technocentric Marxist ideology, the Sovie” "  society. (See Chapter 3 - Ignalina Nuclear Generating Station)

==

3 Union pursued a rapid drive to industrialisation. The aim was | The development of industries wunrelated to the natural
"! to establish heavy industry in the shortest time possible. Heavy | resources of Lithuania, hindered the development of the
| ! penalties for failing to meet planning objectives were indigenous economy.” All profits from such production would
»:'3' developed to encourage quick results. In their haste, little not remain in Lithuania but were designed to strengthen the
Q{: attention was paid to the possible environmental effects. In Centre. 5% Knowing this, Lithuanian workers become
:# the course of this rapid industrialisation, the political elites alienated.  Zundé concludes that the only inference to be
, sought to legitimize their own position through acquiring

A ! . K150) 151. .
}‘: [semi-obsolete] industrial technology from the West. For ., Zundé, P., 1965; p.168 (see note 113)
! " Zundé, P., 1965; p.160 (see note 113)

153.

n
A, 147 Marx, K. quoted in Redclift, M., 1989; p.178 (see note 100) : X
o 148. Redclift, M‘.l. 1989; p.178 (see note 100) 1o, 2indé. P.. 1965; p.160 (see )
| 149. . 1983: .6 0 3 Gajauskaité, R., 1990; ‘Ekologijos vieta Pertvarkoje' in Mokslas i
;,;;‘ 50, Idzellf, A., 1983; p.6 (see note ) Gyvenimas; no.2, February, p.3 (wrans. Takinas A))  Gajauskaité
Redclift, M., 1989; pp.178-9 (see note 100) equivatent—of a Phd in Law, , A. jauskaité has the
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drawn from the speedy industrialisation o_f _Lithuamla, lns tglz:
the motives of the Centre are purely political. tCh eearR );ssian
aim was to merge Lithuania pc?rr(xllgr)lently into

sphere; to russify and assimilate it. . R

The Lithuanian Writers' Union denounced pollution 1;1 1
and the concentration of industry in 19?8. As a grolllap orm]e;"y
persecuted by the Soviet attacks on "enemies of t;:1 pesogVie;
the union has been vehemently qutspok_ep on 'the et
policies which have led to an ecological crisis in Lit uania.””
In 1987, the group attacked the crude o!l refinery, wl}:::rh 1::
usually portrayed as an example of Soviet proggtlfs,tcr e
contribution to the pollution catastrophc.. ($ee ap "
Mazeikiai Oil Refinery) They seemed to indirectly oppose
Marxist belief in unlimited progress: .

the perspective of infinite progress, whxgh wafs tls12
alluringly portrayed by the scn_entlﬁc theories o
nineteenth century, does mot exist any longer, because
the natural resources are about to be depleted...

In the statements of 1988, the »_vriters laid t!ne blame éor lthac.zl
destruction of Lithuania's environment W.ll!’l the ) tl:n ;al
government. They referred to the Sovu?t policies as ;o n(:rilcal
management” whereby the concentration of t:le (;:;:n cal
industry in particular wo;xld ?ggtmuclntotht:i:r dfg:o?&?on e
up-comin five-year plans. ' ot
clﬁ)allengeg totalitarian COI‘IIl:Ol b)f cgllmg for the tf::)[m:l:;ttll?rx;
of grass-roots bodies to morllslg)r violations ?nd tgnprbo ed‘ b
in their occupied country.’ (The resolution will be dis

in Chapter 4).

Induslt)rial activity has gradually shifted to the coast::cl atr;:
of Lithuania. The ice-free and _easy access ports n:ial;’, y
seaboard location favourable. This has been sgppc;lne ny(l%m
increase in the coastal population and a growth in the ports.

155. ¢, P. 65; p.169 (see note 113)
el ﬁr?: };;8’11? no.$(339), p.9 and ELTA, 1988, no.4(350),p.3
157. Kubilius, V., 1987; in ELTA, no.7(339), p.9
158. Maldonis, A., 1988, in ELTA, no. 4(350), p).4
159. 4 (350), p.5 (see note 156
160. llit;ti.ksl,gsﬂs:. 11109‘8‘4,( 'S(Zvi:t Hy(drocarbon Exports and the Baltics' in Journal
of Baltic Studies; vol.xv(4); p.285
50

However, this has had dire consequences for the Baltic Sea.

Sewage is a major problem in the coastal regions caused by
the rapid industrialisation and urbanisation of the area The
centre of industrial development on the coast is the port of
Klaipéda which has made it a heavy polluter of the Courish
Lagoon and the Baltic Sea, Oil pollution is also a major problem
in the harbour with only a small percentage recovered
annually by skimming vessels."*" The oi] refinery at Mazeikiai
increased the importance of Klaipéda as an oil-exporting port
but increased the possibilities of oil spills.  The refinery also
contributes to the pollution through industrial brine-waste
which is discharged close to the shore due to a failure in the
piping system. (see chapter 3)

Other factories, such as the wool factory and leather factory
discharge raw effluent into the Akmené river which then
flows into the Baltic Sea. The Nature Protection Committee of
the Lithuanian SSR requested the Ministry of Light Industry
to install treatment facilities for industrial waste water by
1974.  The facilities had not been installed by 1979.¢62 The
Nature Protection Committe, obviously active before the recent
political changes, has been hindered by its make-up. It seems
that ‘the chairmen of the regional organisations of the
Committee have been mainly the executives of industry (9
The checks would, therefore, not be sufficient. The example
given shows that the Committee is not necessarily concerned
with strongly enforcing the recommendations. This points
to the problem of mismanagement and of policing any

legislation regarding environmental pollution, mentioned by
Bogert (6
Agriculture and Tourism

Tourism and agriculture have also had an impact on the
coastline. The main impact of agriculture in the coastal area
as well as most other areas, has been due to the growing use

161.
162,

Ratneiks, H., 1984; p.301 (see note 160)

Idzelis, A., 1979; 'Response of Soviet Lithuania to Environmental Problems
in the Coastal Zone' in Journal o les; vol.x(4), p.302

Lithuanian Writers' Association, 1988; 'Resolution on Ecology' in ELTA, no.
4(350), p.5

Bogert, C., 1990; 'Poison Politics' in Newsweek: January 22, p.17
51
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of fertilisers which has led to eutrophication (algae growth
and subsequent depletion of oxygen from the water) in streams
and the Courish Lagoon. Considered more significant by
environmental activists in Lithuania, is the fact that chemical
residue from the over-use of fertilisers has leached into the
ground-water system which supplies the country's drinking
wells. Also clearing of forests, draining of wetlands and land
reclamation have intensified soil erosion leading to large
sediment deposits in the delta of the Nemunas river. This is
of concern since the delta is the spawning ground of many
fish.'®  The impact of tourist industry has been in the form
of dune erosion from camping and some contribution to the
sewage problem from the Baltic Sea resort towns of Palanga
and Sventoji.'*®

The Secret Bureaucracy

The top heavy administrative system of the Soviet Union
and its obsessive bureaucratic secrecy has contributed to
environmental degradation in Lithuania. The fragmentation
of government "departments, each with their own narrow
concems,. is not peculiar to communist countries, however it
seems to be more pronounced. 'The top-heavy bureaucracy
is a blight on efficiency in every branch of the economy.'¢"

Environmental problems tend to be inter-jurisdictional; that
is, they fall between different departments, and when
departmentalism is sO pronounced, their resolution becomes
even more difficult."*®  According to Idzelis, this has led to
growing criticism of the branch princigg;le in planning with
the focus on the all-union ministries.*®

The branch principle is embodied in the all-union and union-
republic ministries; that is, those agencies working for the
central government. The primacy given to the branch
principle strengthens the centralised system which hinders
the implementation of regional projects or the resolution of

165. ydzelis, A., 1979; p.299 (see note 162)

166. dzelis, A., 1979; p.303 (see note 162)

167. pameiks, H., 1984; p.291 (see note 160)

168 Jdzelis, A., 1979; p.304 (see note 162) and Redclift, M., 1989; p.179 (see
note 100)

169. 14zelis, A., 1979; p.304 (see note 162)
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inter-branch problems such as the environment.'’®

Decades of meeting central-planning targets, no
matter what the cost, have taken a catastrophic toll
on the environment.!’"

A . 2 :

Whizharc;§$$b:;c,mthhuan1a advocates the territorial principle
anagement of regions rath

2 ather than the whole

om a central power. Such preference may be considered as

a desire to improve icien v
. P self-suffi i
Ao Sts‘(”z ciency and to advance national

duzhio c;:gtr;ﬂg:_dyys}em, then, is the subject of opposition
iciencies in dealing with ive i
¢ _ | pervasive issues such
aidthih eenv1ron.ment. The Soviet bureaucracy is cumbersome
g th envnronrpcntal laws are extremely complex.!"®
at{)p(})(smon to envxronmental degradation in Lithuania is an
ack on this system itself (see chapter 4). )

Ih’:Cnt::lcs'rwerfz previously unable to voice their opposition to
th vironmental problems due to the Soviet admini ion'
information management".!!’¥ Secrecy was important
tio : 3 was an important
CI:S{)?“C“S“C' of Soviet environmental planning whichp 'kept
i)nforems_ hidden and hushed up ecological disasters."
coueé?ea(;lon on pollutu?n which had been systematically
comparismvlvsas ob;\c;lqred in reports to hide facts and restrict
ar] . 1s secrecy inhibited the f i
opposition groups since the ey
t could not a i i
oy o y ccess information.
d ¢ argued that the extremel i
_ . ' y bureaucratic system
21:& s1ts.p0111‘c_y of secrecy ha§ contributed to the environnzlental
concem::i Cilttihuama,h.s;)ncc it prevented the pressure from
citizens which is now emergi
have formed have h o
: ad some success which
carlier and reduced the Fr R
er 1 eventual destruction, had th i
administration not been obsessed with secreE:y the  Sovier
The problems cau i :
sed by the Soviet Union' ith in infini
on
6 s faith in infinite
17:1%;
172.
173.

Idzelis, A., 1983; p.6 (see note 114)
Bogert, C., 1990; p.16 (see note 164)
Idzelis, A., 1983; p.6 (see note 114)
Preston, Y., 1990; 'Environmental Glasnost Gives Hope to the Volga' ir The

Sydney Morping Herald; S
174. : ; Saturday, February 10,( p.unk
Redclift, M., 1989; p.179 (see note 100) L)

Preston, Y., 1990; ( p.unknown) (see note 173)
53

175.



3

FRRE IR TN

TRA IR S

%3

TR I

2

L

&7

ESELE

T

rEEIFIRAILNS

5f

—

-
=3

progress through industrialisation was exacerbated by the
government bureaucracy and its policy of secrecy. 'I:he
movement which has formed in opposition to the crisis, 'realize
that their bitter enemy is neither pesticides nor technology,
but the system which makes use of them.’®

« A group of young Lithuanians protesting for cleaner
air during an environment rally in 1988.
The largest rally that year was held in Kaunas,

Lithuania's second-largest city, on August 2. Organised
by Argaja (=the sprout) ecology club, the rally attracted
about 500 000 people. After addresses by Saulis Gricius,
Atgaja's chairman, and other prominent people, the mass
gathering passed a 20-point resolution which had an
impact on the Soviet authorities.  Photo: The Observer

176. Redclift, M., 1989; p.180 (see note 100)
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CHAPTER 3

Case Studies
Introduction

The following case studies examine the environmental
effects of two different types of industry in Lithuania. The
decisions to construct and operate both the MazZeikiai Oil
Refinery and the Ignalina Nuclear Generating Station were
made by the Central Soviet government in Moscow
The arbitrary concentration of industry by the all union
ministries (central government) has been criticised by the
emerging pressure groups in Lithuania. In the resolution of
the Lithuanian Writers' Association (see Chapter 4), the group
strongly criticised the central government on this issue. They
aimed to stop such expansion of already active enterprises
which they claim happened with the Maieikiai Oil Refinery.

Attempts to deal with the pollution problems have been
thwarted by the Soviet planning system where the central
government is sovereign to the local governments, such as
Lithuania. @~ The pervasive nature of environmental problems
necessitates the cooperation of various ministries which is
not accommodated by a system with narrow departmental
views. The scarcity of environmental information in
Lithuania has also added to difficulties in improving
environmental degradation.

Despite the institutional hindrances some resolutions and
plans have been passed by the Council of Ministers of the
Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic but this does not
guarantee successful implementation. The implementation
process 'accentuates the inherent tension between the goals
of development and preservation''’"

A growing number of groups are demonstrating publicly
about their concern for the environment (see Chapter 4).
Although they may not have significant power yet, the groups
have had some successes, including overcoming some
problems with the case studies to be discussed. The original
site provgosed for the oil refinery, Jubarkas on the Nemunas
. (178) > e, op s .

river, was changed to Mazeikiai, following pressure from

177 Idzelis, A., 1979; p.305 (see note 162)
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citizens about the possible pollution effects.. The main
arguments used against the construction mclud_cd the
pollution of the shallow waters along thq coast which had
become a major resort zone, and the perceived damage to .thc
fishing industry in the Nemunas River Delta and the Couns.h
Bay.™  Although this is significant in the battle to regain
control of important decisions about the nature of Lithuanian
society, the problems were merely transferred to another
area. .

Public outrage was successful in preventing the construction
of a third reactor at the Ignalina Nuclear power plant which
would have increased the existing pollution problems further.
Mazeikiai Oil Refinery
The coastal zone of Lithuania, a strip twenty kilometres wide
and ninety one kilometres in length, h?s been placed. under
severe strain by the growing vigour of its use. In this area,
'competition between resource gioe) and resource protection
has reached critical proportions.’ The rapid industrialisation
and urbanisation of Lithuania, particularly in the coastal zone,
has led to a-severe air and water pollution problem.

Mazeikiai is situated in Northwestern coast and the .oil
refinery is the largest industrial operalion,' by _prod_uctlon
value, in the republic."®’ The choice of a Lithuanian site was
given as being part of the USSR energy policy \thCh aimed
to expand oil-refining capacity in the western regions of the
Soviet Union.®®® Klaipéda is the industrial centre port of the
coastal area and it was thought -that the construction of the
Mazeikiai Oil Refinery would increase the importance of
Klaipéda as an oil exporting pon.(m) Although expansion of
capacity might sound reasonable, it. does not address the
question of whether the refinery is necessary, only that
Moscow intended to expand the capacity of that area.

178. Rameiks, H.,1984; p.286 (see note 160) '

179. 1dzelis, A., 1973; 'Locational Aspects of the Chemical Industry in
Lithuania: 1960-1970' in Lituanus; vol.19(4), p.54

180. y4zelis, A., 1979; p.299 (see note 162)

181. ) ithuanian World Community (LWC); 1989; p-8 (see note 1)

182. patneiks, H.,1984; p.286 (see note 160)

183 14zelis, A., 1979; p.301 (see note 162)
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Construction began in 1971 and the first unit began
operations in 1980, aiming to supply Poland as well as the
Baltic regions.'® The new refinery removed some of the
pressure on the dangerous and accident prone rail
deliveries."®*® However, it is claimed that the cost to the
environment (the atmosphere, the water and human health)
has been enormous. Writing in 1979, just prior to the
commencement of operation at the MazZeikiai refinery, Idzelis
saw the project as 'a potential new source of pollution’.!'®®
After nine years of operation a report by the Kaunas Economics
Institute (KEI) demonstrated that the refinery is in fact
acritical source of pollution."'®”

Air Pollution

Despite having some of the toughest emission standards in
the world, the Soviet Union has not enforced them
effectively.’®®  According to Valdas Adamkus, the Soviet law
on air quality is very similar to the U.S. Clean Air Act. But
the problem is that it is being ignored.(m’ The oil refinery at
Mazeikiai is a significant contributor to regional acid rain
due to the release of 45 637 tons of waste into the atmosphere
after treatment. Almost all of this (45 554 t) consists of gas
and - liquids, particularly hydrocarbons (27 579 t), sulphur
oxides (11 845 t) and carbon monoxide (3 662 1).!'*” All the

184.
185.

Ratneiks, H.,1984; p.286 (see note 160)

It was claimed that such accidents would be reduced because the oil was
pumped to the coast through the Druzhba pipeline. = Ratneiks, H.,1984;
p-283 (see note 160)

* Idzelis, A., 1979; p.302 (see note 162)

187. Kaunas Economics Institute (KEI), 1988; Urgent Ecological Problems in
Lithuapia: Brief submitted to the council of Ministers of the Lithuanian
Soviet Socialist Republic; pp.11-15
Bogert, C., 1990; p.17 (see note 164)
Adamkus is a Lithuanian-born engineer and has served as a regional
administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Great Lakes
region since 1981. He has had significant input into the agency's
international programmes, especially in Canada and Eastern Europe. He
was awarded an honorary doctorate, on April 1, 1989, from the University
of Vilnius for his contribution to the preservation of Lithuania's
environment. Drunga, M., 1989; 'Adamkus on Lithuanian Environmental
Issues’ in Baltic Forum; Spring, p.28
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nitrogen dioxide (1 770 t) and some hydrogen sulphide (68 t)
produced is released into the atmosphere. Although the actual
amounts are significantly lower, the 'relative pollution index'
for each (41.1 and 54.8 respectively) demonstrates their
relative impact on the environment. Hydrocarbons and carbon
monoxide score only 3.16 and 1 respectively.'” It is apparent
that effort has been directed toward capturing the less
hazardous hydrocarbon pollutants: while no sulphur oxide or
nitrogen dioxide is trayg})ed, 75 per cent of hydrocarbons are
removed or trapped.” This is not sufficient since it is the
former wastes that are most damaging to the environment.
The Mazeikiai refinery allocated 46 million rubles for
environmental protection in the 1987 budget. The distribution
was heavily skewed toward 'water resources and their rational
utilization' with 41.3 million rubles designated for that area
and only 4.7 million rubles for the ’'protection of the
atmospheric environment'.  However, this allocation was not
followed in practice and actual expenditure on environmental
protection was 9 million rubles: 8.1 million for water and 0.9
million for the protection of the air. Treatment of gaseous
wastes at Mazeikiai, then, is not in line with their more
detrimental effect on the environment."*®  Perhaps more
damaging than the process pollutants are the contaminated
products of the refinery such as lead, ethyl gasoline and heavy
oil containing sulphur.*®®

Leaded petrol is gradually being phased out in the West,
with USA heading the way. From 1986, the USA maximum
concentration of lead in petrol has been set at 0.026 g/L:
whereas it is 0.15 g/L in England and Hungary. However,
the Soviet Union's standard, in place since 1977, is fourteen
times greater than the American limit at 0.37g/L  According
to the KEI report, it is possible to produce petrol with a lead
content of 0.15g/L immediately and to eventually eliminate
the use of leaded gasoline.“’s’ Australia is also heading toward

190 Table 4.1, KEI, 1988; p.13 (see note 187)

191. KEI, 1988; p.12 and Table 4.1, p.13 (see note 187)
192. KEI, 1988; p.12 and Table 4.1, p.13 (see note 187)
193- KEI, 1988; PP. 12 and 14 (see note 187)

194. KEI, 1988; p.14 (see note 187)
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oL, 25.1 million rubles of damage in 1987. KEI, 1988:

}mlegded petrol with a standard of 0.013g/L,
is stlfl.spld with a concentration of (5.46g/L.'
coh:];za‘:;lal[{kc:;zjgl accept an offer to work with an [talian
additivcs’for petroi t? produce ecologically sound alternative
of leag (. el » In order to completely eliminate the use
o e dmanagemem of the refinery explained that
i abomm l;:red. by the all union agencies which are
My A retpoe;t :;;r;::ed tl::ost§ of producing cleaner
es the view tha
be compensated by the reduction in environr;ei);;a c;::r:ta :(:?913
Sulphur oxides are a major cause of acid rain,(!*% ]

Lzzcrhu;]g,”f;isheries stock depletion, increased incidence of
factorieeat as well as other negative effects.  Lithuanian
at hs emitted 238 000 tons of sulphur oxides into th
Cl'rno.sp ere in 1987 alone,”™ leading the KEI to advocate itz
oi;ml;l::)lolnd bThf:y suggest tI.lat the desulphurisation of heavy
techniqu: dev;%)medalb Mazeikiai, using the desulphurising
A g p y the All Union Petroleum Research
Water Pollution

Appareptly, in designing the refinery
and - environmental disruption were a pri
19s.
196
197

yet leaded petrol

soil carbon

reduced pollution
mary focus. The

KEI, 1988; P-12 (see note 187)
KEL1988; p.12 (see note 187)
* KEI, 1988; p.12 (see note 187)
Interestingly, the KEI have presented the argument of decreased

S;:h(fn'mental polllution in monetary terms. Using the 'All Union
ovisional Typical Methodology 1986™, they estimate that the

reducti
uction of lead from 0.37g/L to 0.15g/L. would reduce the environmental

e, damage by 24 rubles Per ton of gasoline. KEI, 1988; p.12

t::tholand. geographically close to Lithuania, scientists estimate that
= i«;ri]n 33yar1189550 pTercent of the country's forests will be damaged by

: - 10 compound the problem, 50
’ 5 percent of sulph
affecting Poland comes from nearby countries. Lithuanijan facto:;e:rmay

be contributing to the i
problem in Poland and :
§.,1990; p.4 (see note 145) other nations. Cave,

Using the same method as that use
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refinery has a water cleaning system that treats its waste
together with the municipal sewage from the town.?®® The
treatment facility performs relatively well, with the results
almost meeting the union effluent standards. In 1979, Idzelis?*®
appeared to praise the disposal method which, as discussed
below, has since been shown to be insufficient by the KEI
report.

The method involves pumping the effluent ninety-three
kilometres into the Baltic Sea. Soviet authorities claimed that
the brine wastes would not be harmful to the natural ecosystem,
yet the dischargc was to be prohibited during the summer
holiday season.“®’ The pipeline should take the waste water
three kilometres off-shore. However, when the untreated
sewage from Palanga is introduced, the differing pressures
of the two pipes prevents the flow of the MazZeikiai effluent
into the sea. Thus, effluent remains in the bay and is washed
onto the beaches. For this reason, the KEI stress the importance
of treating the Palanga sewage and equalizing the pressures
of both pipes.?*

Using the same 'All Union methodology', it was estimated
that 118 000 rubles of environmental damage was caused by
pollutants discharged into the sea, in 1988, from the Mazeikiai
refinery. The cause of this damage was the release of 120
tons of BOD (biochemical oxygen demand), 5.6 tons of crude
oil, 47.5 tons of suspended materials and 18.9 kg of phenols
were pumped into the Baltic Sea.*°®

The treatment of all wastes is insufficient causing severe
environmental damage. Mutations have been noted in plants
and animals in the area around the refinery as well as an
increased incidence of human illness. One argument points
to poor management (as in the case of the Ignalina Nuclear
Power Plant) as a significant cause of the environmental
damage experienced near Mazeikiai. For example,

202. 1 WC, 1989; p.8 (see note 1)
e Idzelis, A.,1979; p.302 (see note 162)
204- Idzelis, A., 1979; p.-302 (see note 162) It is not cetain whether this policy

was actually implemented once the refinery began operation.
205- KEI, 1988; pp.12-14 (see note 187)
206- KEI,1988; pp.12-14 (see note 187)
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petroleum products are often transported in poorly

sealed containers, surface run-off and ground waters
are contaminated by leaking oil, gasoline evaporates
from open containers; refinery gases are not fully
utilized and are burne

4.2om

* The MaZeikiai Oil
soviet planners as
five-year-plan".

Refinery
"the

(pictured) 46

. hailed by
chemical giant

[Moscow's]

gom KEI, 1988; p.14 (see note 187)
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Ignalina Nuclear Generating Station (NGS)

The small town of Ignalina, situated 105 kilometres north-east
from Vilnius, was famous for its many beautiful lakes and
surrounding forests. Today, its name is more often used when
referring to the Soviet Union's potentially largest nuclear
power plant, located 50 kilometres away.  Snietkus, named
after Antanas Snieckus, the First Secretary of the Lithuanian
Communist Party from 1940 to 1974 and friend of Stalin, is the
artificial town formed to house the predominantly Russian
workers at the power plant. Today SnieCkus is dubbed the
'‘Soviet enclave', a 'Soviet island in Lithuania' or a ‘'feudal

Soviet castle'.2%®

The Ignalina NGS which began operation in 1984 is a virtual
clone of the station at Chernobyl, using the same outdated
and technically unsafe RBMK-type reactors which exploded
at Chemobyl in 1986, leaving a legacy of disastrous effects
all over - Europe. Lithuania is one country which has
experienced problems caused by the Chemobyl fallout. For
example, young children are given prescriptions for milk
from "safe”, cows, referring to those which have not developed
leukaemia from the Chemobyl radioactivity.®*®

According to an official Brief by the Kaunas Economics
Institute (KEI) submitted to the Council of Ministers of the
Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic, additional safety
measures were incorporated into the two operating reactor-
units of Ignalina after the Chemobyl accident. However,
with evidence of several fires in the station, the authors of
the brief believe that the possibility of accidents cannot be
removed. ?'® One fire broke out in September, 1988 in the
cable room of the second unit of the station, which increased
concern about another Chemobyl-type explosion.?'?

Two of the planned four 1 500 MW reactors have been built
and are currently in operation.?'” The KEI argued strongly

2o Sinnig, C., 1990; 'Snietkus: a Soviet enclave in Lithuania' in The Lithuanian

Review; May 11, p.2
209- 1 WC, 1989; p.4 (see note 1)
210 KEl, 1988; p.16 (see note 187)
2l Anon., 1988; 'Round the Clock Control' in Bridges; vol.12(9), p.4
212. 1 WC, 1989; p.5 (see note 1)
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for an investigation into the continuing operation of the two
reactors and that the construction of a third reactor should
be terminated since it would place increased pressure on the
environment.?!? The Chemnobyl accident, which generated a
wave of fear across many European countries, occurred during
the construction of the third reactor. The accident and the
outbreak of fires at the Ignalina plant, gave the Lithuanian
Greens and the Lithuanian Reform Movement (Sajadis) a focus
for action, and the fear it had created gave them popular
support. Experts warned of Ignalina's limited safety and
possible design faults.*'® In 1988, a mass demonstration was
organised and the construction was abandoned. This was a
step forward for the Lithuanian people, but the numerous
problems with the existing operation still remain.
Structural Dangers

Nuclear plants outside the USSR use more reliable gas-cooled
graphite reactors which are enclosed by a reinforced concrete
shroud. This shroud can serve as part of the reactor
encasement shroud after about 30 years of reactor operation
- thus reducing a decommissioning problem - one which will
inevitably face Lithuania since recycling is not possible with
RBMK-type reactors.*'”

The Chemobyl-style reactors used at Ignalina are no longer
used in the West due to their susceptibility to explosions. High
accident risk has been verified by the outbreak of numerous
fires at the plant. Usual automatic controls and safety
mechanisms are also absent from the Ignalina station.
Consequently, safety relies on the staff who control the
reactors manually. If an operating error occurs in a Western
gas-cooled reactor, staff have six to seven hours to correct
the situation before effects become critical. However, a similar
situation at Ignalina would leave staff with one minute to
counteract the process.?'®

Site Dangers

No geological survey was conducted before the reactors were
213,
214,
215.
216.

KEI, 1988; p.16 (see note 187)
Anon., 1988; p.4 (see note 211)
KEI, 1988; p.19 (see note 187)
KEI, 1988; p.19 (see note 187)
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constructed. It is feared that the Ignalina nuclear power station
has been built on or near an active fault between two tectonic
structures (Baltic syncline and Masurian-Byelorussian
anticline). This suspicion is supported by observed
differential settling of the foundations of both reactors. This
necessarily increases the possibility of an explosion or
radioactive leak. According to the KEI, if Ignalina has been
built on a fault then structural damage is unavoidable during
its expected 25 years of service.?"

Seismic studies were also not carried out prior to
construction. The designers of the plant considered the area
to have a maximum earthquake intensity of 5 bales [Lith:
balai; a unit of measurement] which meant that the structure
did not need to be earthquake-resistant. However, geological
information indicates that earthquakes over seven bales have
occurred in the area which could be hazardous for the Ignalina
station.  Nuclear generating plants are not allowed in areas
with potential earthquakes of eight-bale intensity. On the
basis of these problems, the KEI called for a seismic assessment
program for the region.?'®

Environmental Consequences

An operating nuclear power plant emits various
radioisotopes into the environment with half-lives of
hundreds and thousands of years. For example, surface run-off
water from Ignalina, containing these long-lived
radioisotopes, runs into the groundwater which in tum
supplies drinking water to wells across the country. The KEI
suggest that for this reason alone, the Ignalina NGS should
not have been built.?'®

The station has caused not only radioactive, but also chemical
and thermal pollution. Rather than using the typical gas-
cooling method of the West, the Ignalina plant uses water
from the nearby DrukSiai Lake to cool its system. When the
water is pumped back into the lake it upsets the ecological
equilibrium. The Botanical Institute of the Lithuanian
Academy of Science has stated that, in 1987, varieties of oxygen

217- KEI, 1988; p.16 (see note 187)
218. KEI, 1988; p.17 (see note 187)
219 KEI, 1988; P.17 (see note 187)
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and biomass producing phytoplankton had decreased from
one hundred to twenty species (including those eaten by fish)
since the operation of the plant began. The total biomass had
been reduced to one twentieth its original value.?2®

Most damage has occurred from the excessive heating of
the lake. The station is required to restrict the water
temperatures to the regulatory limit of 24.3 degrees Celsius
and not exceed the biological limit of 28 degrees Celsius. If
the temperature does exceed this limit, the management must
shut down the station immediately.  On particular days in
:luly 1988, the temperature measured 30.1 degrees resulting
in the destruction of cold-water fauna. It is practices such as

this which have led to allegati
oy gations of poor management of the

The chemical pollution carried in by the returning cooling
water I.Jas also had a detrimental effect. In particular, sulphur
contamination has led to growing 'lifeless zones' in the deeper
parts of the lake and marshes have developed in the shallow
areas. On the basis of this evidence, the KEI advocated
precautionary measures to protect the lake and its inhabitants
from further degradation. They conclude that it is imperative
to r?.gt.xlate. the discharge of the cooling water into Lake
Druksiai using available modern technology. The researchers
also concluded that the construction of a third reactor [now
abandoned] would destroy the lake entirely.?*?

On t_he basis of the information provided in the KEI Brief
the Lithuanian World Community Environmental Committeé
and the Lithuanian Green Movement put forward
recom{nendations to the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe Meeting on the Protection of the
Environment, held in Sophia, Bulgaria, October 1989. They

.advocated the formation of an internationally supervised
independent commission to:

a) investigate and report on the design safety of the
RBMK-type reactors, the operating and safety
procedures and radioactive waste disposal methods;

220.
221.
222.

KEI, 1988; P.18 (see note 187)
KEI, 1988; P.18 (see note 187)
KEI, 1988; P.18 (see note 187)
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b) establish an instrumentation network and
program to monitor radioactive emissions from
Ignalina;
c) conduct a comprehensive hydro-geologic
investigation to assess the integrity of the station at
its location. and its potential to contaminate
groundwater.
The two groups also recommended that the construction of
additional reactors should be cancelled, which has since been
done.®?

The environmental consequences of the Ignalina nuclear
power station are 'transboundary*??*® and therefore of great
significance. = An accident similar to the one which occurred
at Chemobyl would have consequences beyond the boundaries
of Lithuania and indeed the Soviet Union. The safety and
health of those who work at the station as well as the entire
Lithuanian population are at risk due to the poor preparation,
operation and management of the plant.

As the Chemobyl example has shown, the possible effects
from an explosion would not be limited to Lithuania, but rather,
a large section of Europe could be affected. The radioactive
impact would not be restricted temporally either, with effects
continuing for an estimated minimum of 50 years. Apparently,
most citizens outside the Baltic region are unaware of the
danger that Ignalina poses.?*”

There are also the indigenous consequences including the
contamination of the country's entire water-well supply and
the extinction of many species once found in Lake DruksSiai.
It is these actual and potential problems which outweigh any
argument in support of the nuclear generating power station,
particularly if poor management continued.

Moscow has not been required to give any explanation for
decisions regarding proposed industries and their sites. Fear
has been their means of implementation.  However, in the
case of Ignalina, which began operations in 1984 (on the eve
of the introduction of the 'perestroika’ and 'glasnost’ policies),

223. 1 WC, 1989; P.7 (see note 1)
224. 1 WC, 1989; p-5 (see note 1)
225. 1 wC, 1989; p.3 (see note 1)
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it was argued that the nuclear process would be cheaper.
This has been shown to be false by the attempted privatisation
of the nuclear industry in the United States of America, where
it was found that a profit could not be made.”**® Also the cost
to the environment in the long term is much greater.?*”

Gajauskaité argues that the economy should not be developed
at the cost of ecology. She points out that production which
exposes the population's health and genetic pool to a high
risk, such as the nuclear power plant, is unacceptable.
Gajauskaité suggests that such production is expanded in
Lithuania not to generate profit for the republic, but to
strengthen the centre - Moscow.(?¥

Snieckus: A Russian Suburb of Lithuania

As with several other Soviet industries in Lithuania, the
construction of the Ignalina nuclear power station led to a
flood of Russian emigrants who took up employment at the
plant. Many of these people were "invited" by Moscow as
"specialists” needed for the operation of the plant. However,
it is strongly suggested that these "invitations" partly aimed
to subvert the Lithuanian culture by incorporating Soviet
sympathisers into the population as part of the 'Russification’
plan. - Ostensibly, the provision of equipment, raw materials
and trained staff is a development of the Lithuanian economy.
However, it is simply a transfer of polluting manufacturers
to the Lithuanian republic creating debt problems and the
transfer of part of Russian population to an artificially created
infrastructure.®?

Thus the formation of the Russian "suburb” has generated

226. Dr. Greenhill pers. comm.

3278 Although it is essentially impossible to calculate the cost of the
degradation of the natural environment in monetary terms, the argument
can skll hold with those who see no cost in its destruction by using
techniques which estimate clean-up costs for example, or estimates for
new technologies or programmes which are neccessary due to unforeseen
consequences of the destruction itself.

Gajauskaité, R., 1990; ‘Ekologjos vieta Pertvarkoje' in Mokslas jr Gyvepimas;

no.2, February, p.3 (trans. TaSkinas, A.) Gajauskaité has the equivalent
of a Phd in Law.

229 Gajauskaité, R., 1990; pp.3-4 (see note 228)
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many unexpected social problems. Firstly, the predominantly
Russian inhabitants of the town do not identify with Lithuania
and are largely unaware of the native culture. As well-
provided for employees of Minatomenergoprom (Ministry for
the Exploitation of Energy), they cannot identify with the
newly independent Lithuania and their electorate supported
the pro-Soviet Lithuanian Communist Party in the local
elections of 1990.%*  The workers naturally support their
providers. As employees of Minatomenergoprom their average
wage is almost three times the Soviet average.

According to Sinnig, although 15% of the people living in
Snieckus would like to take part in the green movement, any
further support has been diminished by the image portrayed
of their town by Sajudis and the Lithuanian Greens.
Lithuanians have tended to form a view of Snieckus as an
"enemy village" and to refer to it with anger after its
representation as a "Soviet island" by those groups.®*"
Subsequently, the Russians in Snieckus have been isolated
physically and socially from Lithuanians. They are hated for
two reasons; firstly, because of their support for an industry
which has caused considerable pollution and secondly, for
being colonists in their country.

Many of the well-educated Russians that came to work at
the nuclear station brought families with them. Their wives
tended to also be well-educated, however they faced
unemployment in the artificial town. Many men will also be
retrenched due to the compromised size of the plant.**?

Conclusion

The oil refinery and the nuclear power station represent
only a small portion of the environmental problems in
Lithuania. However, they help to demonstrate the magnitude
of the crisis and the problems facing the environmentalists
who wish to improve the situation. Both have been subjects
of criticism regarding poor management which, together with
the cumbersome and secretive bureaucracy, is clearly
responsible for the scale of the problem in Lithuania and

230 Sinnig, C., 1990; p.2 (see note 208)
231 sinnig, C., 1990; p.2 (see note 208)
232- Sinnig, C., 1990; p.2 (see note 208)
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hzflved the plant's size, it is still
Lithuanian environmentalists.

other Soviet republics. @ The management of the industries
lies, ultimately, with the central ministry which is a mouth-
piece of the Communist Party, so, in the end, it is the political
system which is criticised. The environmental problems,
represented by the case studies, have been a focus of concem
for the emerging pressure groups which aim to improve the
situation by using the political system. These groups will be
discussed in the following chapter.

-S.T.he control room of the Ignalina Nuclear Generating
tation. Although public pressure has successfully

of major concern for
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CHAPTER 4
The Road to Change

Emergence of Opposition

The last few years have seen the emergence of various
pressure groups:. in Lithuania. Gorbachev's 'glasnost’
(openness) and 'perestroika’ (reform) have allowed a flow of
information into Lithuania which is no longer so obviously
falsified and distorted. This has, in turn, enabled an increased
awareness among the people, especially the younger
generation. It is the youth and the academics that are most
vocal in Sajudis (the reform movement) and the green
movement. It is evident that in Soviet republics, such as
Lithuania, that environmental values are inextricably linked
to concern for ethnic identity and freedom of information
and speech which forms the nationalistic movement.**®

The political and social changes have been dramatic, yet
many activists remain suspicious of the intentions behind
the reforms. Some restrictions on Lithuanian activities still
remain, impeding the complete implementation of the
concepts of autonomy and openness espoused by President
Gorbachev.

What remains are Soviet-imposed regimes, Soviet
tanks, an imported Soviet ideology, over 40 years of
dictatorship, exploitation, cultural distortion and an
ecological disaster.®*¥

Thus the groups remain in opposition to the State and its
policy of internationalism, which is essentially still in force.
Before the nation can regain its independent stature, there
are several obstacles in the path of the newly-elected
Lithuanian government. @ The Soviet Union, although taking
positive steps toward joining the market system®® and

233-Redclift, M., 1989; pp.180,182 (see note 100)

234 Anon., 1989; in ELTA. 1989; no.5(365), p.13

EEh Although aiming to completely join the market system, Gorbachev does not
have plans for a multi-party system with democratic elecions. There
will be some elections, however the Communist Party will continue to be
the main party and Gorbachev thinks it should stay that way.
MaSanauskas, J., pers. comm.
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advocating more autonomy for the republics, remains adamant
that Lithuania should remain in the Soviet Union.

Following Lithuania's declaration of independence in March
1990, preliminary talks with Moscow began in October. The
declaration pre-empted new Soviet legislation which will give
Gorbachev more extensive powers as President.?’® Gorbachev
promised mere autonomy for Lithuania providing they support
the economic plan for the Baltics which requires them to
remain part of the Soviet Union. For Gorbachev, any break
from the Soviet Union will lead to disunity.**”  Gorbachev's
announcement that he intends to give the republics more
power, has been met with suspicion by the Lithuanian people.
It is (tzagl)ieved that the announcement aimed only to appease
them.

One of the major hindrances facing the environmental
movement is a lack of measuring instruments that would make
it easier to prove that industries are polluting more than the
minimum standards.

Although glasnost is allowing environmental groups to
spring up all over the country and the publication of a
highly critical Green's newspaper, Lithuania lacks the
technology to measure the damage caused by industry,
cars that still use heavily-leaded fuel and pesticide
overkill in the fields. Instead, scientists resort to
theoretical paper calculations to judge how critical
certain situations have become.

The two most significant groups to emerge have been the
Sajudis and the Lithuanian greens. The green movement
essentially sprung from the reform movement and both exist
as representation of the concern for the environment and
the nature of society. A swell of opinion in the country has
given mass support to the groups who are using the political
system to effect further changes. According to Sovietologist
and demographer, Murray Feshbach, 'ecology...is politicizing
the population throughout the country'.**®

236.
237.
238.

Masanauskas, J., 1990; 'Going for Broke' in JauZipios, no.27, April, p.4
MaSanauskas, J. pers. comm.

SBS World News, 20.11.90

239 Lithuanian World Community (LWC), 1989; p.3 (see notel)
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« After 48 years of foreign domination, the Lithuanian
national flag was hoisted publicly once again in Kaunas,
on October 9, 1988. Thousands of Lithuanians were
there to witness the historic event.

240. Bogert, C., 1990; p.16 (see note 164)
72

The Reform Movement

Sajudis is an umbrella group with around 200,000 members.
Some members of the groups are also members of other more
specific groups. The movement gives support for
restructuring, advocates national rights and interests and
promotes environmental concerns.**"’ The group aims to
achieve these goals through the rule of law.?*?  Environmental
protest has been a focus for Sgajudis, who have been equally
concerned with finding alternatives to the centrally planned
system.?**  Among its founding members are intellectuals who

bravely spoke out against environmental problems in pre-
Gorbachev times.*¥

The support for social and political reform in Lithuania was
demonstrated at the first relatively free elections to the
Congress of the USSR People's Deputies and the Lithuanian
supreme soviet parliament in March, 1989 and February, 1990.
.In the elections to the Lithuanian government on February
24, 1990, Sajudis and Sajudis-backed candidates won 72 of 90
seats filled, with 51 seats to be determined by run-off elections
in March, 1990. The pro-independence Lithuanian Communist
Party (after its break from the USSR Communist Party) won
twenty-two seats, thirteen of them with the support of Sajudis.
The Social Democrats won nine seats and the Greens and the
Christian Democrats won two seats each.**”

These victories have given hope to the people of Lithuania
who are now more confident of their prospects for
independence.  With confidence that they will able to make
decisions about their society, the people are being more
outspoken on issues such as independence and the
environmental crisis. For example, in 1988, thousands of
people from all three Baltic republics joined hands along the
coastline, singing folk songs and demanding that the heavily

241. Baltic News, June 1989; vol.xv, no.2(62), p.2

242. Ma¥anauskas, J., 1990; 'Beyond the 1990's' in JauZinios; no.26, January,
p.5

Redclift, M., 1989; p.177 (see note 233)

Maganauskas, J., 1990; p4 (see note 242)

Anon., 1990; 'Sajudis Candidates Score Big Election Victory: A Major Step
Toward Independence’ in ELTA., 1990; no.2(375), p.3
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polluted Baltic be saved for future generations.**® It is only

since the political changes that such_ a protest _cofuld ?k;,
place. This has been aided by the increase in informatio
made available.
The Green Movement .
The Lithuanian Greens are part of the rcstructgrmg movcn'}c;lt
and have helped give that movement added support. he
permanent crisis of culture has nounsheq concern about the
ecological crisis®*” which has led to a desire to find alternatives
to the centralised system. The group.has had some success in
protesting against various envnro_nmcntallg dgmaf;rgg
programs. For example, a demor}stratlon organised ;n“ :
prevented the construction of a third reactor (to l_ae o] Pozf.
by a fourth) at the Ignalina Nuclear (?:e'neratmg Statnon..d ut th
opposition also forced thg 'authormc_s to rcconil_ ;r iai
ecological feasibility of dnllmg. for' oil off tl_xel it ltl'aI}sts
coast, near Palanga®*® Natior-lmde, eco.lognca.l a;slgv(m)
managed to shut down 240 polluting e.ntcr;.mses in 1l ).
Ecology has increasingly become a major lssu_e.ba}:. eecti’%r;fs,
with more people taking adva.ntage of voting eligi : ltiys.Sue s
show that the environment is tt.ne n(xzcsyg)t importan
voters in many of the local elections. N
The green movement, facilitated by the .polmcal ?hang.es,
exposes problems in orthodox _Marxnst anal_ysxs, [llat]
remind[s] us that ecological politics .car-mot(zssll)mply e
understood in terms of Western Capitalism. .
The Greens in Lithuania highlight the .pro(tzys'lgms Whlclcli
environmental issues pose for orthodox Marx‘nsm. As argue'
in 'The Conversion' in Chapter 1 and 'Envnron{nental 'Effegts
in Chapter 2, Marxist theory did not take the notion of 'carrying

246- Anon., 1988; in Bridges; vol.12(9), 1988, p.5 .
247 Exwact from an extensive letter to President Gorbachev signed on

November 2, 1987 by concerned people from Lithuania, Latvia and

Estonia. Cited in ELTA, 1988; no.5(351), p.8
Al Nahaylo, B. and Swoboda, V., 1990;p.267 (see note 96)

atD Bogert, C., 1990; p.16 (see note 164)
250. Bogert, C., 1990; p.16 (see note 164)
251. Redclift, M., 1989; p.182 (see note 233)
252. Redclift, M., 1989; p.177 (see note 233)
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capacity' into account. For Marx, nature's supply was infinite.
So, any attack on the government regarding the state of the
environment is necessarily an attack on the centralised system
which was forged in Marxist theory.

Both the groups, and indeed many others, have a high level
of involvement from the intelligentsia. The Writers',
Historians' and Artists' Associations, for example, demonstrate
the previously made argument of their significance to
movements. The processes which silenced many of the
intelligentsia (now partially lifted) impeded the development
of movements. Leopold Ozolinsh, a Latvian physician, explains;
‘We are in a state of ruin, and no one is left to protest’. It
appears that 'most of the people with brains' were executed,
deported or bought out by the government.®® Such people,
as the basis of a green movement, were previously prohibited
from arousing public concem but with public opinion
permitted (to a certain extent) their contribution has been
significant.

Other Opposition

Other groups and parties involved in active opposition to
the State include, Lithuanian Freedom League, Lithuanian
Helsinki Group, Catholic Committee for the Defence of the
Rights of Believers, Chronicle of the Catholic Church in
Lithuania, Lithuanian National-Democratic Movement,
Lithuanian Workers’ Association, Committee to Rescue Political
Prisoners and Lithuanian Human Rights Association.

The Lithuanian Freedom League began unofficially in 1978
and began public opposition in July 1988. The League's main
objective is the re-establishment of national independence
in a confederation with free European states.*** They advocate
economic sovereignty for Lithuania and making Lithuanian
the official language of the republic.®  In their opinion,
Lithuania cannot be sovereign while still annexed to the Soviet
Union. Thus the evacuation of the Soviet troops is a top
priority.”*®  The Freedom League is Sajidis' non-communist

253,

Vesilind, P.J., 1990; 'The Baltic Nations' in Natjonal Geographic;

vol.178(5), November, p-10
A Bajtic News, June 1989; p.6 (see note 241)

255 Baltic-News; June 1989; p.6 (see note 241)
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rival.  Although espousing many similar views as the reform
movement, the League engages in more radical tactics which
has not aided popular support. It must be added, however,
that the League is important in the process of change since it
exerts pressure on Sajudis to take a more radical path®°”

The frustration. felt by the Lithuanians at a continuing Red
Army presence was expressed through a demonstration
recently. The procession made its way to the military base
in Vilnius to protest against the Red Army presence and
conscription of Lithuanians. @ Hundreds of men threw their
conscription cards over the locked gate. The demonstration
ended in violence.**® This is indicative of the constant tension
in the republic and the significant amount of power that the
centre still holds over the republics.

The Lithuanian Helsinki Group, founded in 1976, and the
Lithuanian Human Rights Association, founded in 1988, are
concemed with the Human rights situation in the country.
The latter point to the necessity to inform the world about
the situation. The Catholic groups have aimed to publicise
the situation of the Catholic Church and to have the ban on
worship removed.**” The ban was lifted in the mid-1980s and
was symbolised by the return of the 14th Century Vilnius

Cathedral in October, 1988, which had been converted into an
art museum in 1950.2¢®

The Lithuanian National-Democratic Movement is an
umbrella group for various dissident movements. Its objectives
include the release of political prisoners, full freedom of
religion and expression, status to the native language and

- : : (261)
opposition to the expansion of nuclear energy in the USSR.
The Lithuanian Democratic Party was founded later, in July,
1989. Its most immediate goal is the restoration of independence

256. Anon., 1989; ‘Lithuanian Freedom League Calls for Withdrawal of Soviet
Troops' in ELTA, 1989; no.1(361), p.14

257. MaSanauskas, J., 1990; p.6 (see note 242)

258. SBS World News, 20.11.90

259. : 9;, p.6 (see note 241)
Baltic News, June 1989;, p .

260. Anon., 1988; 'Lithuanian Cathedral Returned' in Bridges, 1988; vol.12(10),
p-10

261. paltic Newg, June 1989; p-6 (see note 241)
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through parliamentary struggle.®*?

Another group, the Independent Workers' Association, was
founded in July 1988. The main political goal is independence
but it also defends workers' rights in the many Soviet factories.

It is thought that the Association will be the basis for a
Lithuanian Labor Party.?%®

The fact that these groups have been able to form and protest
publicly is significant, but perhaps even more so is the content
of their criticisms. They are generally outspoken against the
Soviet system. Such public opposition would never have been
tolerated before 1985 and execution, deportation or political
arrest would have resulted.

Glasnost, but no perestroika!

The recent political changes have lifted some of the
restrictions which have frustrated the Lithuanian people
since 1940. It has been argued that without those changes,
the Sajidis would not have formed. It would have been
impossible. One of the Sajiudis leaders explained that 'people
were angry yet completely silent because of fear.?®

The lifting of restrictions has created a political environment
which has accommodated the formation of the various pressure
groups mentioned and their public demonstrations. Referring
to the various citizen groups and green unions throughout
the Soviet Union, Bogert remarked that;

The new movements have mobilized grandmothers,
peasants, .workers and children - and confronting

authority is no longer the preserve of a few Moscow
dissidents.?”

However, there is still much condemnation of any .outspoken
critics and the framework of coercion still exists. This has
aroused suspicion among the people of Lithuania. (The

(s Anon., 1989; 'New Political Parties in Lithuania’; in ELTA, 1989;
no.10(370), p.10

Anon., 1989, in ELTA 10(370); p.10 (see note 262)

Juozaikis, A., 1988; quoted in Mann, A., 1988; ‘'Lithuanians Lift their

Heads' in The New Leader, December 12 and cited in ELTA, 1989;
no.1(361), p.17

5+ Bogert, C., 1990; p.16 (see note 164)
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restrictions that remain will be discussed later in this chapter).
As discussed in Chapter 2, the restrictions and the fear of
breaking those restrictions together with the threat of
continued Soviet occupation, distracted the Lithuanian
population from environmental issues. Lennart Meri, Estonia's
new foreign minister, explains;
When you . shut people's mouths so they cannot talk,
when you close their eyes by forbidding them to travel,
when you plug their ears by jamming airwaves, the
population becomes very passive. In this condition,
when people don't care, it seems as if nature herself
reacts: Fields produce less wheat, forests die of
pollution, fouled rivers catch fire. The entire society
degrades.**®

With the prospect of independence a reality, the new groups
are also able.to take environmental issues on board, since
they are more confident that Lithuanians will control future
decisions affecting the environment rather than the Soviet
Union.

These two major concerns, preservation of cultural identity
or independence and environmental problems, have coincided
and complemented each other. That is to say, while it could
be argued that the policy of openness has increased awareness
of environmental issues and thus facilitated the formation of
organised opposition, the prospect of independence that has
arisen following the political changes has strengthened this
opposition and environmental issues have been a focus for
the continued criticism of the centralised system which has
denied Lithuania the right to make decisions about such issues.
Environmental issues, then, have been the source and
sustenance of opposition to the centralised system.

The resolution of the Lithuanian Writers' Association,
mentioned in Chapter 3, is an example of this extremely vocal
concern about the environment. The writers challenged
totalitarian control by the Soviet Union and called for the
formation of grass roots bodies to monitor violations against
nature in their country. They  believe that, although the
government is active in solving problems of war and peace,

266. Vesilind, P.J., 1990; p.10 (see note 253)
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‘it lags in the protection of nature, all plans and resolutions

are still carried out very slowly, and sometimes are even

(267) . . . . . A
sabotaged. So, the Soviet administration firstly ignored
environmental issues and later, when plans were made, their
implementation was hindered by the ongoing bureaucratic
process.

The resolution declared that the Soviet government's policy
of ‘'production for production's sake, harvest for harvest's
sake' was actually criminal and has been defined by the United
Nations resolutions as colonial economic management.**®) The
group, frustrated with the government's short-sightedness
explain that the govemment has been repeating a fallacy
for a long time,

the economy must be economical, while forgetting
that only a production that justifies itself ecologically
can be effective and humane.?*?

The association agreed to several necessary steps to improve
the environmental situation. They resolved to form ecological

monitoring units to consist mainly of ‘'writers, scientists,
journalists, and other members of the creative
intelligentsia.®*’®  This demonstrates the earlier point

regarding the significance of the
environmental movement.

intelligentsia for an
Clearly, such people are considered

‘valuable to the movement because of their status in society

and the authority with which they can make allegations.
The next stated task of the resolution was to urge the
government of " the  republic to enable the monitoring groups
to publicise their observations. The third aim was to ensure
that a large number of the creative intelligentsia involved in
environmental protection be included in the activities of the
Committee for the Protection of Nature, following its
reorganisation. = They argued that,

it is time to change the improper arrangement

whereby the executives of the agro-industrial complex

267- Lithuanian Writers' Association, 1988; Resolution on Ecology' in ELTA,

no. 4(350), p.5

Lithuanian Writers' Association, 1988; p.6
Lithuanian Writers' Association, 1988; p.6
Lithuanian Writers' Association, 1988; p.6
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chairmen of the raion

[regional]
organizations of the Society for the Protection of
Nature, because this way the P)olluter becomes the

also act as

only controller of his activity.®”’

The State Committee for Environmental Protection (for the
whole Soviet Union), set up in 1988, is another organisation
with enforcement . problems due to the make-up of its
membership. The staff are drawn primarily from ministries
in charge of many of the worst polluting enterprises.
Technically the committee has equal status with the ministries,
but it must operate with a much smaller budget, fewer
personnel and less power. Without an effective body to monitor
pollution and enforce lcgislation, the people of the republics
must campaign alone.?’” Valdas Adamkus also recognised this
disparity between policy and implementation. For example,
the committee had no legal or practical authority to force
municipalities to set up water-treatment facilities. He argues
that the committee, being mostly concerned with protecting
game and setting up forest reserves, was not involved in the
direct protection of the natural environment. The industrial
polluters, says Adamkus, were allowed to act as they wished.
There were no environmental policy constraints placed on
them.®™

The fourth point made in the resolution focuses on the need

for public awareness of air pollution and immediate
information to inhabitants of an area near any kind of
catastrophe.  Fifthly, it was agreed that energy should be
directed toward ending the arbitrary concentration of
industrial enterprise by the union ministries, an aim supported
by the republic government. Finally, an invitation to all the
creative intelligentsia to write about nature and its
protection.®™¥

Despite the ability to voice opposition to the Communist
government and its environmental policies in Lithuania, there
is still evidence that the central government does not intend

271 Lijthuanian Writers' Association, 1988; p.6 (see note 267)

272. Bogert, C., 1990; p.17 (see note 164)
273- Drunga, M., 1989; (see note 189)
274. Lijthuanian Writers Association, 1988; pPp-6-7 (see note 267)

80

to allow the nation to have complete autonomy.
perestroika are widely supported by

effectively.
another obstacle.
and perestroika have brought more honesty,

there's also the imperative to loosen up their society's
productive forces, to make and save money, and that
means economic considerations take precedence over
ecological ones.?”

A lengthy letter was presented to President Gorbachev,
signed by concemed people from the three Baltic republics.
In the letter, they acknowledged their support for perestroika
but point to the fact that preventing those who think
differently to organise public meetings and reserving
information to the regime media does not represent 'openness’.
Since it is argued that reconstruction will remain within the
limits of communism, the letter asserts that this negates
Gorbachev's principles of democracy, openness and new
thinking. They add that despite perestroika, the apparatus of
coercion is maintained through large numbers of Red army
troops, KGB agents and special army units for internal
affairs.?’®

Such suspicions are supported by Gorbachev's recent
announcement that the Baltic republics will suffer harsh
consequences if they refuse to sign a new Union Treaty that
would keep them in the Soviet Union. For Moscow, independent
armies will not be tolerated and drafting to the Red Army will
continue.?””” The suspicions were upheld futher by the attacks
on the Lithuanian people by the Red army in January, 1991,
while the world's attention was distracted by the war in the
persian Gulf.

Kondrotas, a young Lithuanian prose writer, argued in 1987
that many criticisms of the system remained outside the
borders of the glasnost policy. He suggests that after all
prisoners are free and people can speak openly about anything

275. Drunga, M., 1989; p28 (see note 189)
i ELTA. 1988; no.5(351), p.6 (see note 247)
277- ABC Radio News, 3.12.90
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Glasnost and
the various pressure
groups, however, the policies have not been put into practice
In terms of the environment, the changes bring
According to Adamkus, although glasnost
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(when there really is openness), then,
let us wait some fifty years to allow people to recover,
get used to it all, and stop being afraid.‘ Then it \317181)
be possible to measure Gorbachev's real importance.

Such opinion embodies the suspicion many Lithuanians have
about Gorbachev's sincerity. The significance of tl‘le refor.ms
must not be forgotten, yet neither should the practices wh.lch
continue to contradict them. Blackmail, threats and physical
coercion still exist,

but we are conquesting the fears.:.We have taken the
first step - we have named glge) objects of our fear and
they have become smaller.f

The exercise of grass roots pressure has nudged the centra}l
bureaucrats toward a new understanding of the country's
natural assets and the wants of the pco-plc.- 'The only way.the
republic can save its environment is if it takes matters into
its own hands."®®?

And right now, people power offers thg best' ho'pe
the Soviet Union has for coming to grips with its
environmental mess.*®"

If the power of the people is successful in fegaining
independence for Lithuania, which is hqped to be within two
years, the environment is likely to remain an issue of priority.
The groups, like many cnvironmenta}nst around the world,
are looking back to different percgggons 'of nature such_ as
that held by the pagan Lithuanians. With a new perception,
although possibly never in harmony to tl}e extent of the
traditional people, Lithuanians hope to radically change t.he
way their society has been organised and the values on which
it has been based for the last fifty years. - .

Adamkus believes that the ecological crisis in Lithuania

278. Kondrotas, S. T., 1987, quoted in Akiragiai, February, 1987 and cited in

ELTA, 1987; no.6(338), p.9 ' .
279 Juozaitis, A., 1988; 'Officials Obstruct Restructuring Movement' in

SajiidZio Zinios, July, 1988 and cited in ELTA, 1988; no.9(356), p.9
280: Drunga, M., 1989; p.28 (see note 189)
b Bogert, C., 1990; p.21 (see note 164)
Lz Starhawk, 1990; p.75 (see note 11)
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can be tumed around if serious steps are taken immediately.
He suggests that the republic's government should show
leadership and force industries to clean u their production
processes in order to salvage the situation. (¥

Questions regarding who owns the factories in Lithuania
have already been asked. Moscow claims that the factories
belong to them and hopes to retain full control over them.
Ma3anauskas argues that the agricultural sector is 'well-
developed and could be modified for export."**) Because of its
obsession with the economy, it is likely that the new Lithuanian
government will continue to run many of the industries.
However, its aim is to improve management and therefore
reduce environmental impact.

Conclasion

This book sought to examine the relationship between
politics, culture and the environment in Lithuania. From the
analysis, it has been shown that politics has been the most
influential, having an impact on culture and nature. The
political system in Lithuania has changed the fundamental
basis of Lithuanian society through officially changing the
religion in 1387 and by attempting to suffocate their culture
and creating a soviet nation in 1940. The central government
in Moscow also aimed to industrialise as quickly as possible in
order to secure a powerful position in world politics. In doing
so, the Lithuanian environment suffered greatly and due to
the fear instilled in the people, no opposition to the
environmental destruction was publicly voiced.

With a background of care for the land, Lithuanian people
were forced into a situation where they could not practise
these traditional methods of farming or new methods which
did not break with their perception of nature. The cultural
changes are strongly connected to the environmental
consequences. Both are a result of the policies of the Soviet
Union which were a part of he overall policy of union and
interdependence, and internationalisation. The Bolsheviks
aimed to create a new society based on communism and now,
their power in relation to the rest of the world rests with the

e Drunga, M., 1989; p.35 (see note 189)
ad Ma%anauskas, J., 1990; p.4 (see note 242)
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Union retaining its unity. Thus, the central government
remains adamant that the republics should not be independent.
Moscow continues to place obstacles, in the form of physical
coercion and political and economic embargoes, in the path
of the new Lithuanian government, the reform movement
and the Lithuanian Greens who are attempting to restore
full independence and clean up the environment.
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e The Kurish Sandspit (pictured), a thin finger of sandy
beach separating the Kurish Lagoon from the Baltic Sea.
Soviet plans to drill for oil in the area were halted
after Lithuanian protests in 1986-7 (see page 174)
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Finally, a few words about the Society's logo, the black
Iron Wolf. It goes back to the establishment of Vilnius,
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with the project, then moved his headquarters from Kernave
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Simon TASKUNAS
President
Tasmania University Union Lithuanian Studies Society

96

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Amanda Jane Banks was born in Hobart,
Tasmania in 1969. She studied at the University
of Tasmania from 1987 to 1990, and received a
Bachelor of Arts degree (Sociology and
Administration Majors) and a Graduate Diploma
of Environmental Studies with First Class Honours.

Amanda is an observer of local and world politics,
with a concern for the state of the world
environment. Lithuania’s Environmental Problems
is her first book and is based on her 1990 Honours
thesis which received the highest attainable
award.




1031-3958 |§






