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Reflection:

A national Catholic daily in the works?

For the past several months I have
been talking up an idea that has lay dor-
mant in the back of my mind for many
years—starting a national Catholic dai-
ly newspaper. Since it’s gotten a good
deal of media attention, I thought I
might share some of my thinking on the
topic with ““my girls.”’

The first and most obvious question
is: Why a national Catholic daily? 1) To
present the news of the day, evaluated
in the light of Gospel values and Catho-
lic doctrine. 2) To unite Catholics in the
United States by offering an intellectual
grounding for Catholic positions, espe-
cially on matters of public policy. 3) To
offer an articulate voice to American
society-at-large, capitalizing on ‘‘the
Catholic moment,”’ to reflect on world
and national events from the stand-
points of Catholic theology, philosophy
and political theory.

This paper would be unabashedly Ca-
tholic (but not more Catholic than the
Pope!) and thoroughly American. In
some sense, it would be modeled on
The Christiar: Science Monitor and the
Catholic dailies of other countries (like
France and Italy). Such a paper would
be a sign that the Catholic community
of the United States has come of age
and has begun to take seriously the
challenges presented by Gaudium et
Spes, Apostolicam Actuositatem and
Inter Mirifica of Vatican II.

In addition to my own efforts, I
have available to the project a promi-
nent and competent lay journalist who
is most interested in an active role in the
task, should we get off the ground

Fr. Stravinskas

floor. What's holding up progress? As
you might have guessed—finances.
Therefore, let me ask you to do two
things: First, pray for a wealthy, com-
mitted Catholic to step forward as the
initial backer of the endeavor. Second,
keep your ears open for potential bene-
factors, and be ready to share with such
individuals news of all this.

So often we Catholics complain that
we get the short end of the stick from
the secular media, ranging from unfair
coverage to complete black-out of our
concerns. Maybe the time has come for
us to provide an alternative. I submit
that for your reflection.

Rev. Peter M. |. Stravinskas
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Lithuanian Celebrations

FUNERALS

If you lived near a Lithuanian church as a child, you will remember hearing
a church bell toll slowly and seeing your mother cross herself and say, ““amZing
atilsj.”” Then, all would wait for the answer to “who died?’’ Where did this custom

come from? Read on . ..

,»When death visited a Lithuanian
village, the tolling of the parish church
bell announced the news to neighbors
near and far. People used to say that the
bell accompanied the soul of the de-
ceased to heaven and, without its toll-
ing, he would wander a long time be-
fore finally finding the way to his place
of eternal rest. But this belief became
popular only in recent times. In the
past, the country folk believed that the
soul remained near the corpse until it
was carried from the home and lowered
into the grave at the cemetery. The soul
sees the wake the living have prepared,
hears their prayers, lamentations and
hymns. Sometimes it shares food with
the mourners (food was served in the
room where the body was laid out),
tasting favorite dishes from their plates
or sipping a drink from their glasses. Of
course, the living do not see the soul.
The tolling of bells, singing of hymns
and loud laments at the corpse were in-
tended to dispel the evil spirits that
sneak about trying to kidnap his soul.

““When a person died, his corpse was
washed, dressed, shod and laid out.
The clothing had to be clean and neat
(not necessarily new), his socks pinned
and not bunched up. After death, a per-
son wears the clothes in which he is
buried. Wearing these same garments,
the soul returns to visit loved ones on
All Souls’ Day and Christmas Eve. He
will wear this same garb on the day of
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Final Judgement. How disgraced would
the family be if their loved one came
rumpled, disheveled or barefooted!

“’At a time when no one had even
heard of funeral directors or funeral
homes, the deceased was laid out at
home in the largest room so as to ac-
commodate the assembled neighbors
and leave enough room for the refresh-
ment table. Vigil was kept at the corpse
for three days (in the past even longer).
This period, or wake, was called va-
riously depending on the region: budy-
né in Samogitia, apsédai or pagrabas in the
Eastern Highlands, Sermenys in UZne-
muné (the Western Highlands or Sa-
duva).

‘At a wake, the people sing hymns,
pray, say or chant the rosary and the
Litany of All Saints. It was customary
to sing sad (sometimes even terrifying)
hymns about death, the fate of sinners
and punishment for sin. A specific fare-
well ceremony for the deceased was not
held. The fact itself that neighbors,
family, relatives by blood and marriage,
had assembled for the wake was con-
sidered a tribute and farewell to the
deceased. The old lamentations may be
said to be most similar to today’s
farewell speeches at the coffin. The la-
ments enumerated the dead person’s
good and noble deeds, the most impor-
tant events of his life, they bemoaned
the fact that he had left his family,
friends, relatives, etc.

““The custom of lamenting the dead



is very old. The lamentations are sung
by the family or even by hired
mourners. The mourners’ role is known
in other Indo-European nations where
they filled special containers with their
tears. These containers were buried
with the deceased so that in the next life
he could boast and brag how much his
family mourned him. Laments were
also sung on the anniversary of the
death at the cemetery or at a dinner.

““Many songs of lamentation have
been handed down from ancient times
for family members: father, mother,
children, brothers, sisters. However,
there exist laments in which the wife of
a bad drunken husband mourns his
death, listing the events of his life
without forgetting what she found most
difficult: his drinking, his harsh words,
and all the hardship she endured while
living with the man.

““When the body was carried from the
home (now from the funeral parlor), it
was first accompanied to the church.
The entire village assembled for the
funeral for it was considered a com-
munity matter, a final tribute for one of
~ their neighbors. The very word ,,ac-
company’’ tells us that the deceased
was driven or carried with a large
retinue, An earmark of funeral proces-
sions was the singing of hymns.

“’Following the funeral Mass, the cof-
fin was taken to the cemetery. After it
was lowered into the grave, those at-
tending dropped three pinches or three
handfulls of dirt on the casket. Accor-
ding to ancient belief, this was done so
the living would not need to fear the
soul, and in more recent times (as the
Church explained it) to remind the liv-
ing of death.

“‘Relatives, neighbors and others at-
tending the funeral were invited to the
burial dinner. In some Lithuanian
places this was a potluck dinner...

usually held in the home of the de-
ceased. Today it is usually prepared in
a restaurant, consequently the family
needs not worry about preparing the
food.

“In the old 'days'at the bunal dinner,
a chair was placed at the table for the
deceased and a place was set (as for the
Christmas Eve dinner). This helped the
living remember why they were as-
sembled. The soul was believed to par-
ticipate at the meal and only later leave
for its appomted place. This beautiful
custom can be adopted outsided Lithu-
ania. When we leave an empty place in
memory of a departed one, we can posi-

. tion a small lighted candle or a

photograph on the plate. This would
help to, maintain a thoughtful -atmo-
sphere after the funeral because the

‘burial dinner sometimes turns into a

joyous affair. If the family is reluctant
to leave a place at the table shared by
the living, it can prepare a small table
holding a candle and the deceased’s
photograph decorated with flowers.
““It is also recommended that the old
custom of singing hymns and reciting
prayers at the casket be incorporated in-
to modern funeral rituals. In Lithuania,
hymns were sung and prayers said al-
most without interruption. The hymns
and prayers afforded comfort to the
family in their hour of sorrow and
forestalled any unnecessary conversa-
tion which tends to begin in a large
assembly of people, especially those
who have not seen one another for a
long time. Wakes are not places for idle
conversation and people do not attend
them to share the latest news. If the
singing of hymns at the funeral home
cannot be arranged, music (even tapes,
or an organ which is available at nearly
every chapel) should ‘be provided. But
it is best to ask an acquaintance to lead
the singing (this person may even be
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hired. The parish organist would be
most suitable). The hymns should be
printed, duplicated and distributed to
those attending the wake. Lithuanians
love to sing songs as well as hymns and
will gladly add their voices if someone
starts. A person must also be found to
lead the prayers at the casket. It is un-
necessary to await the arrival of the
parish priest to say prayers in unison
with those in attendance. Prayers and
hymns should resound at the casket of
a Christian for that is what constitutes
a Christian funeral.”

* * *

““Lithuanians always remembered
their departed ones not only on Church
feasts (All Souls’ Day), but at certain
times set by tradition. It was customary
to hold a commemoration ten days after

FREE AT LAST!

{
s At Kennebunkport, Maine during his l,‘\}
¢ press conference on Sept. 3, 1991, President
5 Bush finally announced that the United
i States will establish diplomatic relations
# with Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia.

the death. Only family and relatives
assembled in church at this time to pray
together and attend Holy Mass. A
larger commemoration was held after
four weeks, once called keturnedélis (al-
though the word “‘nedélia’’ is of Slavic
origin). On this occasion, Holy Mass
was followed by a repast for a larger
group of persons. An even larger com-
memoration took place on the first an-
niversary with church services and a
dinner. On this anniversary, a head-
stone was often erected and blessed. In
Lithuania, a headstone or cross was
erected soon after the funeral because
an unmarked grave—without a cross—
was the sign of disrespect for the
deceased.”’
From: Lithuanian Customs
and Traditions
Danuté Brazyté-Bindokiené

FRIERS,

("

: And, on Friday, September 6, 1991, the Kremlin’s new leader- %
¢ ship granted independence to the Baltic States, ending more X

s than 50 years of Soviet rule.

¢ The day-old State Council, executive body composed of Presi- 3
5 dent Mikhail Gorbachev, Russian President Boris Yeltsin and
i leaders of the other Soviet republics, recognized the Baltics at &
¥ its first meeting.

: HALLELUJAH!

VALIO!




HOME COOKING

by Vicky Leone
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PLAN NOW FOR THE BEST HOLIDAY EVER

Thanksgiving and Christmas are two holidays when we indulge our food fanc-
ies and cast discretion regarding calories to the wind. The following is a repre-
sentative selection of holiday goodies from which to choose:

HEARTY HOT APPETIZERS

Magic Mushrooms

36 medium size fresh mushrooms
1 clove garlic, minced

12 1b. margarine, divided

1 cup chicken bouillon

1 large onion, finely chopped

1 tsps. grated Parmesan cheese

2 pkg. commercial stuffing mix
Salt and pepper, to taste

Clean mushrooms well. Remove the stems
and chop into small pieces. Saute stems with
onion, garlic and cheese in % Ib. of the but-
ter until stems are tender. Add remaining
ingredients and heat through. Stuff mush-
room caps with the mixture. Melt remain-
ing % Ib. margarine in a shallow pan and
place mushrooms in it. Bake at 350 degrees
for 10 minutes. If mushrooms are not to be
eaten immediately, cool and wrap in freezer
paper. Freeze. To serve, cover and bake un-
thawed mushrooms at 350 degrees for 15
minutes. Remove foil and broil an additional
3 to 5 minutes.

Ham Pasties

Refrigerator Crescent Rolls
Chopped onion

Ground Ham

Prepared Mustard

Roll out crescent rolls in squares. Fill with
ground ham mixed with a little chopped
onion and a little prepared mustard. Bake
at 350 degrees for 10 minutes or until golden
brown.

DELUXE COOKIE ASSORTMENT
Walnut Clusters

2 cups walnuts, halves or Ige. pcs.
1/s cup soft margarine
12 cup sugar
1 egg unbeaten
1% tsp. vanilla
1'%z squares unsweetened chocolate, melted
1 cup sifted flour
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. salt

Heat oven to 350 degrees. Put walnut
halves or large pieces in a paper or plastic
bag and crush slightly with rolling pin to
break them up coarsely. Stir together but-
ter, sugar, egg and vanilla. Beat with spoon
just until smooth. Stir in melted chocolate,
then flour sifted with baking powder and
salt. Stir in walnut pieces. Drop by teas-
poonfuls on greased baking sheet. Bake for
10 min. not longer. They should be still soft
when taken from oven. Cool on rack. Makes
about 30 unusual candy-like cookies.

Delectabites

1/ cup butter

2 Tbl. sugar

1 tsp. vanilla

1 cup sifted flour

1 cup finely chopped walnuts
Powdered sugar

Mix well butter, sugar and vanilla. Gra-
dually stir in sifted flour and chopped wal-
nuts. Chill. Shape into marble-size balls.
Bake on ungreased cookie sheet at 350 de-
grees for 15 to 17 minutes until firm but not
brown. Roll gently in powdered sugar. Cool
and roll in sugar again. Makes about 50.
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Poinsettia Stars

% cup margarine

12 cup sugar

1 egg

% cup dark corn syrup

1% tspns. grated lemon rind

1 tspn. lemon extract

3 cups unsifted flour

1 tspn. baking soda

1 tspn. salt

30 halved unbleached almonds

In large bowl with mixer at medium
speed, beat margarine and sugar until well
blended. Add egg, corn syrup, lemon rind
and extract. Stir together flour, baking soda
and salt. Add to margarine mixture, beat
just until all ingredients are moistened. Co-
ver and chill in refrigerator 1 hour. Roll out
dough on lightly floured surface to 1/8 inch
thickness. With a cookie cutter cut 3 inch
stars. Place on greased cookie sheets. Posi-
tion one star on top of another so that points
are staggered. Cut a %2 inch circle from the
center of the cookies. Decorate tops with al-
mond halves. Bake at 350 degrees 10 to 12
minutes or until lightly brown. Makes about
2% doz. cookies.

Patchwork Cookies

1 cup (2 sticks butter)

1 cup firmly packed brown sugar
1egg

1 tspn. vanilla extract

2 cups all-purpose flour

1 pkg. semi-sweet chocolate pieces

Cream butter, gradually add sugar, beat-
ing well until blended. Beat in egg and va-
nilla. Gradually blend in flour. Spread even-
ly in well-buttered 15x10%x1 inch jelly roll
pan. Bake at 350 degrees 15 to 18 minutes
until lightly browned. Remove from oven,
quickly sprinkle chocolate pieces over bak-
ed cookie base. Mark off into large squares
and top each square with one of the follow-
ing: chopped nuts, crushed peppermint can-
dy, shredded coconut, green gumdrop cut-
outs, silver dragees, assorted sugar srystals
and red cinnamon candies. Chill just until
frosting is set. Cut into 1% inch squares. Ar-
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range cookies onto a serving tray in patch-
work quilt style. Makes 70 cookies.

DANDY CANDIES

Won't Fail Fudge

Just 5 minutes cooking makes this creamy fudge.
1 small can evaporated milk

1-% cup sugar

16 marshmallows

4 tspn. salt

Y4 cup butter

1'2 cups semi-sweet chocolate pieces

1 tspn. vanilla

1 cup coarsely chopped walnuts

Mix first 5 ingredients in saucepan. Stirr-
ing constantly, heat to boiling and boil 5
minutes. Remove from heat. Add chocolate
and stir until melted. Stir in vanilla and
walnuts. Spread in buttered 8" pan. Cool
until firm. Makes about 2 Ibs.

Rum Balls

3 cups vanilla wafer crumbs

1 cup powdered sugar

1'2 Tbs. cocoa

1%z cups finely chopped walnuts
3 Tbs. corn syrup

2 cup rum (or bourbon)

Mix all ingredients together. Shape into
1 inch balls and roll in powdered sugar.
Good to eat right away or later. Store in tight
containers. Makes about 40. (Note: It takes
two 7 oz. pkgs. of vanilla wafers to make 3
cups of crumbs.)

Tiny Tim Apples

1 cup pitted dates

1 cup seedless raisins

8 oz. dried figs

1 cup walnuts

1 tsp. grated orange rind
1 Tbs. orange juice

Put fruits, walnuts and grated orange rind
through food chopper, using coarse blade.
Add juice and knead until well blended.
Shape into ““apples’’ about 1 inch thick. Roll
in powdered sugar. Insert whole cloves for
stems and citron pieces for leaves.



IN MEMORIAM

REMEMBERING A VERY EFFECTIVE,
ENERGETIC HONORARY MEMBER

TP .y
Marie Kase-Kasevicius

Marija Marcinkevidiité was born in
Riga, Latvia and attended grade school
there. She later moved to Kupiskis, Li-
thuania, where she attended what we
would term junior high school.

She arrived in Detroit, MI, as a teen-
ager to live with her mother’s relatives
and attended Cass Commerce High
School. In 1932, she returned to Europe
for a three months visit with her parents
and relatives in Lithuania and Latvia.

In 1933 she was wed to George Kase-
vitius-Kase, a native of Detroit, and the
union produced three sons, Richard,
Michael and Roland.

Marie joined Chapter 54 in 1936 and
never ceased to be an active interested
member. She served as an officer in her
chapter over ten different times and as
Michigan state director for 4 years. She
was a delegate to many conventions,
willing to serve on any of its commit-
tees, as well as secretary or president.
Marie was a member of the Scholarship
Fund committee and the 50th anniver-
sary jubilee book committee. She also

served two terms as national president.

Organizational work appealed to Ma-
rie and she became actively involved in
the work of BALFas, instituted after
World War II to aid Lithuanian refu-
gees. She and her husband signed affi-
davits to assist 40 refugee families. As
they arrived in Detroit, she spent count-
less hours in the railroad station to greet
them personally, then assist them in
finding lodgings and employment.
Through her efforts, at least 100 dis-
placed Lithuanians found employment.

Marie was also on the board of Camp
Dainava and active in the Detroit
Lithuanian Organizations Center.

She was also involved in the forma-
tion of the chapter chorus, which was
successfully active for many years.

Marie was accorded honorary mem-
bership in our Alliance at the 31st bien-
niel convention, held in Detroit in 1965.

She had been in failing health for the
last year or so, and succombed on July
9th.

Our deepest sympathy to George, her
life’s companion of 58 years, who
chauffered Marie to many of the
conventions and enjoyed the company
of other delegates. Also to her three
sons and their families, relatives and
friends and to the members of Ch. 54.

Rest in peace, Marie. AmZing atilsj!
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Elizabeth Uzdavinis-Carlson, a mem-
ber of Chapter 54 (Southfield, MI),
earned her Doctorate degree from the
U. of Michigan this spring. Her mother,
Ann Uzdavinis (also a member of Ch.
54) is very proud of Elizabeth, who after
10 years of teaching at Plymouth Can-
ton High School, decided to go back to
school for a higher degree in education.
Her thesis was entitled: ““Teaching with
Technology: It’s just a tool.”

An Exceptional Young Lady

Helen (Tucker) Santorum, member of
Ch. 54, Southfield, M1, is another very
proud mother. Her wheel-chair bound
daughter, Colleen Scullin, who resides
in Port St. Lucie, FL, is paralyzed from
the waist down as a result of polio, af-
flicted as a child.

Last year, she started a campaign for
a small holiday parade because her
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Brownie troop wanted to march in a
parade for their project.

On Saturday, Dec. 16, 1990, the inau-
gural Christmas parade of Port St.
Lucie stepped off in high fashion, as 160
entries and as many as 3,000 partici-
pants marched down the main street.

It was a dream come true for Colleen
and her 9-member Brownie troop. She
had enlisted the aid of the ELKS Lodge,
organizers of the city’s successful 4th of
July parade. When the local newspaper
became aware of the project, the local
float-makers went to work. Bands,
businesses, community leaders and 30
floats streamed down the nearly mile-
long route. As was only fitting, the
largest contingent was the Girl Scouts
with approximately 50 troops, all dress-
ed in Christmas array.

The ELKS parade chairman said of
Colleen: ‘’She and her Brownies made
it all happen, and we’ll go bigger next
year.”’

Unusual Fashions

Last June 23, the members of Chapter
5 (Worcester, MA) presented a most
unusual ‘“Fashion Show from Lithua-
nia’’, designed by Laima Kygaité, cur-
rently visiting the United States.

Her designs are very unusual, in-
dividually styled. Dominant color is
violet, highlighted with bright or-
namentations, which include leaves,
flowers and Lithuanian designs. The
fashion show was very well received.

Models included Chapter 5 members
T. Adomavidius, Bernadeta Harris and
Mrs. 1. Markevidius; pianist A. Walins-
ky provided appropriate background
music. Mrs. O. Kildidius, Miss A. Jak-
niunas and Mrs. J. Miliauskas served
as hostesses at the refreshment table.
Chapter president, Mrs. J. Spirauskas,
initiated the event.



Museum Is Expanding

Work is well under way for a branch
of the Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian
Culture in Lithuania. The Museum,
which is currently celebrating its 25th
anniversary, is conducting a fundraiser
to help establish this branch in the 17th
century Radvilas Palace in Vilnius.

Needs Cheering Up!

Honorary national president, Julia
Mack, has been hospitalized for several
months. There is no doubt that hearing
from her ‘‘sister-sajungietés’”’ would
cheer her immensely. For quick and
easy reference her address is 8 Hartford
Rd., Worcester. MA 01606.

Special Thanks

...to Emilie Prose, retiring national
president for stepping in to complete
the term of office when a resignation oc-
curred, despite serious health pro-
blems. It was a job well done!
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Would You Like To
Visit Lithuania?

»

\

We are hopmg to promote
a Motery sgjungos tour to
Lithuania next summer. Are
4 you interested in visiting the
land of your roots? We will
begin contacting several
travel agencies for a specializ-
ed tour. It would help to
know that there is interest out
there in such an undertakmg
Please let me know. There is
no obligation of any kind.

This tour will not be
restricted to members only.

Dale Murray

VL VE VL VL VDLV ELOELTLZAN

The Connecticut delegation:

Kay Urban, Ch. 17; Mary Geipel and Magdalin Cronin,
Ch. 33; Alyce Gegesky, Ch. 17. Kay was elected to the Board as II vice-pres.
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NEWS FROM THE
HOME OFFICE

Correction

In the March, 1991, issue of Motery
Dirva, the Home Office reported a do-
nation of $3.00 from Adele Kasparitinas
of Chapter 76 (St. Petersburg, FL). This
amount is incorrect.

Mrs. Kaspariiinas made a donation
of $10.00 to the Motery Dirva. Our
sincerest apologies for the mistake.

Thank you, Adele, for your generous
donation.

Donation

Many thanks to Chapter 8 (Baltimore,
MD) for the donation to Motery Dirva
in the amount of $20.00.

Rosaries Needed

We are repeating our request for old
rosaries, broken or intact for Rev. John
Savukynas, MIC, 810 N. Center Ave-
nue, Plano, IL 60545. The mended-reju-
venated rosaries will be sent to Lithua-
nia where they are urgently needed.
Form a committee in your chapter to
promote this worthwhile project. In-
volve your parish by providing recep-
tacles where the rosaries can be
deposited. This is Catholic action at its
finest.

Roma Kuprys, secr.

| SUPPORT OUR ALLIANCE’S SPECIAL FUND
| Memorials accepted

QTN
| w= NOTICE

Beginning OCTOBER 1 all dues, and
matters relating thereto, should be ad-
dressed to the new secretary as follows:

Mrs. Sabina Henson
45 Windsor Drive
Oak Brook, IL 60521
(708) 573-0066

WALE W

In all other matters, contact your new
national president:
Mrs. Dale Murray
3005 N. 124th St.
Brookfield, WI 53005
(414) 786-7359

* ROCEN

ATTENTION CHAPTER
PRESIDENTS!!!

It is very important that I have your
name, address and phone number on
file for direct contact when necessary.
Please have this information to me no
later than 30 days. Adit!

Dale

22T S, )

Congratulations to Roma Kuprys,
retiring national secretary, on whom
convention delegates bestowed hono-
rary membership.

Roma will direct a new endeavor of
our Alliance — Chairman of Special
Projects. Best of luck!
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Convention Highlights

WHAT A WEEK IT WAS !!

Not one of us could have imagined what world-shaking developments would
be taking place during the week of our 44th bienniel convention. Yet, there it
was, on radio and TV the morning of August 19th—Gorbachev held captive in
the Crimea where he was vacationing, being pressured to resign. In Moscow,
Yeltsin stood atop a tank and rallied the masses gathered around the Parliament
building to resist the coup. We wondered as we watched events unfold: after
74 years, could this really be the beginning of the end for Soviet communism?
Would this poorly planned coup spring loose the Baltics once and for all?

With these questions unanswered, delegates began gathering at the Oak Lawn
Holiday Inn, traveling from Connecticut, Massachusetts, Michigan, Illinois and
Wisconsin.

On Thursday, August 22, the convention opened with a Mass at Nativity BVM
church in the heart of Chicago’s largest Lithuanian community, Marquette Park.
Co-celebrants were Father John Kuzinskas, pastor, and Father Anthony Miciunas,
MIC, who served as national spiritual director from 1975 to 1987. After Mass,
the convention photo was taken and all present proceeded to the parish hall for
the a continental breakfast and the opening session. National president, Emilie
Prose, greeted all, extending a warm welcome from the Board. Vida Sakevitius,
chairlady of the convention committee, welcomed all to her own parish, thanked
the pastor for all his courtesies, the committee, and all who helped in any way.

Father Miciunas, now serving as assistant pastor at St. Mary’s church in Plano,
IL, recalled many happy memories working with Sajunga, particularly during
his years as pastor in Worcester, MA. He brought greetings from past president
Julia Mack, who is seriously ill and has been for several months. A card of get-

Speakers at the opening sessions included (from left) Mary Rudis,
Rev. John Kuzinskas and Rev. A. Miciunas.
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well wishes was signed and sent to Julia. Another card was signed and sent to
George Kase, whose wife, hon. member Marie Kase, died in July.

Mary Rudis, president of BALF, chosen by the membership as Outstanding
Lithuanian Woman in 1981, noted in her greeting that Sajunga has endured
because ‘‘of you, the dedicated members, up-holding your Catholicity and love
of Lithuania.”” She concluded, ‘‘Let us not forget the Lithuanian language, but
speak it whenever and wherever we can.”

Father Kuzinkas noted that our convention was beginning on a very special
day, the Queenship of Mary, and what an important role she played for mankind.
The role of woman has changed dramatically over the years. He mentioned his
own mother and how much she wanted to go to school, but that was only af-
forded the males. She arrived in the U.S. at age 20, married, and became a
homemaker, whose example and piety fostered his own vocation. A mother has
always been the heart of her family, teaching her children during times of repres-
sion and danger. The Women’s Alliance also played an important role by bring-
ing women together and helping them financially.

Father remarked on his recent visit to Lithuania with Cardinal Bernardin and
found it spiritually uplifting.

He congratulated the Alliance for all it has done through education, spiritually
and culturally, and wished Mary’s blessings on all its future endeavors.

After an honest-to-goodness Lithuanian lunch, which included bacon buns,
sausage, sauerkraut, kugelis and a variety of desserts, reports from our represen-
tatives to various other organizations and chapters continued. The session ad-
journed so that delegates and guests could visit the Lithuanian Museum at the
Sisters of St. Casimir motherhouse just a few blocks away.

Sister M. Perpetua,
caretaker of the Lithua-
nian Museum and libra-
ry at the Motherhouse
of the Sisters of St.
Casimir.
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Friday’s Special Events

As delegates gathered for the first session, each was pinned with a black rib-
bon as this day, Lithuanians would be gathering in Daley Plaza downtown, to
hold a vigil and pray for the safety of those enduring, once again, the uncertain-
ties brought on by the attempted coup in Moscow and how it would affect their
fight for independence. At the time of the vigil, delegates joined in a circle, lights
were dimmed, and all softly sang, ‘“Marija, Marija’’. It was a touching moment.

It was announced that national secretary, Roma Kuprys, would be elevated
to honorary membership. Also, the following chapters would be rewarded for
their efforts in recruiting new members: 1) Ch. 76 St. Petersburg, FL—$25; 2) Ch.
68 Kearny, NJ—$15;3) a tie between Ch. 3 Chicago and Ch. 20 Chicago—$10 each.

Tour of Chicago

With the sessions completed for the day, delegates were joined by many local
members for the bus tour of Chicago, Sabina Henson and her merry helpers pro-
vided everyone with a sack lunch, a refreshing drink and a souvenir copy of
CHICAGO, with pictures and descriptions of all the places they would be see-
ing. It was a great deal of fun as we wove our way through the heart of the Win-
dy City: State Street; Rush Street; Wacker Drive; Lake Shore Drive; the Merchan-
dise Mart; the Wrigley Bldg., and then—all out at the Hancock Building, for a
view of the city at night—95 stories up! What a magnificent sight it was in every
direction! And, as we headed for home, a drive past the Water Tower, only sur-
vivor of the great Chicago fire and, last of all, the beautiful Buckingham Foun-
tain, enhanced by colored lights. It was a lovely evening thanks to Sabina, our
effervescent tour guide, who had, obviously, spent a great deal of time in pre-
paring this special event.

Sabina Henson, announces
what is in store for all the
passengers as they leave for
downtown Chicago.
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Closing Session

President Emilie Prose announced the members’ choice for Outstanding Li-
thuanian Woman—Anastazija Tamosaitiené of Kingston, Ont., Canada, author,
lecturer, teacher. She was well-known for her design and weaving of material
for Lithuanian costumes, 20 exhibitions of her works were held in Canada. Many
of her works are on display in museums in Ottawa, Edmonton, the Vatican,
Ciurlionis gallery in Chicago and several galleries in Canadian universities. (We
were saddened to learn that Tamo3aitiené, who had been in ill health of late,
passed away on August 29. She had been informed by wire of the award and
that plans for presentation would follow.)

The slate of officers for 1991-1993 was presented and accepted. Our Connec-
ticut delegates will be looking into the possibility of having the next convention
in their area.

Banquet

The successful convention was culminated in a banquet and program at Nativi-
ty parish hall. Janina Mikutaitiené of Chapter 20 was a most proficient mistress
of ceremonies. A selection of Lithuanian songs was presented by a very lovely
Linda Burba and her guitar. Dale Murray acquainted all with the more im-
portant accomplishments of our Alliance in recent years. Award winners were
announced and 50 year and over members present this evening were honored,
namely: Ann Paurazas, Josephine Kilkus, Peggy Zakaras, Anastasia Snarskis, all
of Chicago, and Bertha Janus of Chapter 54, Southfield, MI.

On Sunday morning the delegates attended the Lithuanian Mass at Nativity
church and were inspired by the lovely singing. Many of the choir members are
members of the Chicago Lithuanian Opera Company, who left for the airport
and Lithuania after the Mass. Reporters and TV cameramen hovered around the
church for opinions on the current happenings in Lithuania, now that it was ob-
vious that the attempted coup had failed. It certainly was a most exciting week—
wish you had been there!

Dale Murray

Some of the 50-year and over
members honored at the banquet.
Seated: Josephine Kilkus, Ch. 20.
Standing (from left): Bertha Janus,
Ch. 54, Southfield, MI; Ann
Paurazas, Ch. 20 Chicago; and
Anastazija Snarskis of the former
Ch. 21, Chicago.
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Minutes of the Lithuanian-American
Catholic Women’s Alliance board
meeting June 22, 1991.

The Board meeting of the Lithuanian
American Catholic Women’s Alliance
took place on Saturday, June 22, 1991,
at the home of Grasilia Meiluviené in
Chicago, IL. In attendance were Emilie
Prose (President), Grasilia Meiluviené
(1st Vice-President), Roma Kuprys (Sec-
retary), Vida Sakevitius (Treasurer),
Juliana Rotsko (Trustee), Dale Murray
(Editor), and Pam Breidenbach (Circula-
tion Manager). The meeting was begun
at 10:45 a.m. with a prayer.

The Secretary read the minutes of the
previous Board meeting of October 27,
1990. There were no additions or correc-
tions, and the minutes of the meeting
were accepted as read.

For her report, the President pre-
sented the correspondence which had
been sent to her. She had tried to keep
in touch with each one of the Board
members during the time since the last
Board meeting.

The 1st Vice-President reported that
she had participated in the welcome for
President Vytautas Landsbergis upon
his arrival to Chicago. She also had par-
ticipated in the welcome for Cardinal
Joseph Bernardin upon his return from
Lithuania. She also helped plan the
welcome and coffee for Bishop Juozas
Zemaitis from Lithuania.

The Secretary’s report followed. In
addition to corresponding monthly
with the President, Treasurer, Circula-
tion Manager, and Editor, she was in-
volved in several other activities. The
Annual Statement of Ownership for
MOTERU DIRVA was prepared and fil-
ed with the U. S. Post Office. Material
was also prepared for a postal audit of
the MOTERU DIRVA which took place
at the offices of DRAUGAS. The book
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and finances were found to be in accep-
table order by the auditor. The Home
Office financial records were also au-
dited on Tuesday, April 23rd, by the
Trustees, who found them to be in
order. As part of our PR program, two
full-page ads were prepared by the
Home Office—one for the annual Mon-
tessori Children’s Fashion Show which
took place February 24th, and one for
the Lithuanian Song Festival which
took place May 26th. Preparation for the
Convention has also been done; writing
the ad book flyer, sending out Conven-
tion packets to each one of the
Chapters, and preparing ads for the
Convention ad book. The Secretary
represented the Alliance at the annual
meeting of the Pastoral Council of
Bishop Baltakis on Saturday, May 25th.
A report was prepared for publication
in the MOTERU DIRVA. The Secretary
also represented the President at the
Serra Club luncheon in downtown Chi-
cago on Friday, June, 7th. The luncheon
speaker was our Spiritual Director Rev.
Peter M. J. Stravinskas, who announ-
ced his plans to start a daily Catholic
newspaper here in the United States.

The Treasurer’s report was next. She
reported that the District sponsored an
Open House at Nativity B. V. M. parish
on November 4, 1990. Holy Mass was
offered for the intention of Alliance
members. Because of the timing being
so close to All Souls Day and people go-
ing to the cemetery that morning, atten-
dance was very low. The Treasurer was
the chairman of this event. In all, three
new dues paying members joined. The
anticipated Book Drive never ma-
terialized. According to the Treasurer,
they had hoped to send any overflow
to the Lithuanian Institute, but they
were asked to suspend the book-giving
until spring. Also, post office hours
would have meant keeping the books
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somewhere for a longer period, rather
than just collecting them and shipping
right away. A date of January 20th had
been set, but the turn of events in
Lithuania at that time would have made
it absurd to collect books. The Treasurer
represented the Alliance President at
the Luncheon for visiting President
Landsbergis. An audit of the books was
done on April 23, 1991. The Treasurer
also mentioned that work was being
done on the Convention and that de-
tails would be announced as time went
on.

The Editor reported on the research
she had done on how best to preserve
old MOTERU DIRVA issues. Photoco-
pying seemed to be the most practical.
The Editor had also researched the cost
of binding all the photocopied issues.

The Circulation Manager reported on
the number of MOTERU DIRVA issues
distributed: paid members—717, ex-
changes—11, free copies to reli-
gious—14, Canada—4, Lithuania (Cari-
tas)—1, England—1, and extras—16.
There were a total of 764 issues dis-
tributed. There were 33 ngw members
in 1991. There were 9 deaths.

Following the reports, there was a
discussion about ‘“Caritas’’ and what
projects the Alliance should undertake
to help the organization. The Secretary
volunteered to prepare some infor-
mation about possible Alliance activities
for presentation to the Convention.

The Editor asked that checks be pre-
pared on a monthly basis (not on a
quarterly basis, as they have been up
until now). For some members, the
delayed payment has caused problems
in the timely return of cancelled checks.

The Secretary presented some of the
eom‘gondence that she had received.

The Treasurer relayed the latest infor-
mation on the Convention and various
activities for the delegates.
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There then followed a general discus-
sion of By-laws. The status of the Al-
liance’s name was discussed. A pro-
posal to increase dues to $10.00 was also
considered. It was felt that State Di-
rectors should be reinstated. One
meeting per year was to be mandatory
for each Chapter. The Outstanding Wo-
man of the Year Award should have a
listing of requirements, and the work
with nominations should be started ear-
ly. The possibility of reinstating a
Junior’s section was also brought up.
“’Salaries’” were reviewed, and it was
recommended that the compensation
for Vice-Presidents and Trustees be eli-
minated. There was also discussion of
restructuring some of the Board mem-
bers’ duties.

The Treasurer, also a member of the
“New By-laws’’ Committee, will be un-
able to attend the Committee’s forth-
coming meeting. The President asked
Pam, the Circulation Manager, to at-
tend this meeting.

It was also decided that the three
Chapters with the most new members
enrolled since the last Convention be
awarded some sort of recognition at the
Convention.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30

.m.

i Emilie B. Prose, President
Roma Kuprys, Secretary

’ Pa sunset - amd
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Pre-Convention board meeting J

The Board meeting began at 9:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, August 21st at the Oak
Lawn Holiday Inn. In attendance were
Sabina Henson, Roma Kuprys (Secre-
tary), Grasilia Meiluviené (2nd Vice-
president), Dale Murray (Editor), Emi-
lie Prose (President), Juliana Rotsko
(Trustee), Vida Sakevicius (Treasurer),
and Anna Sliteris (Trustee).

The Secretary reported on the results
of the OUTSTANDING LITHUANIAN
WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD. The
winner was Anastazija Tamo3aitiené
from Canada. The Secretary volun-
teered to put a notice about the
winner in DRAUGAS. Tamogaitiené
was to be notified by a phone call and
a donation of $100 was to be donated
in her name to CARITAS.

There were three names submitted
for Honorary Member. Dale Murray
discussed the criteria to be used for
Honorary member; 1) service on the
National Board (or a National Commit-
tee or as State Director), and 2) active
in Chapter and community. Honorary
member for 1991 was selected as Roma
Kuprys (Ch. 2, Cicero, IL).

The Nominating committee was not
able to present a slate at this time,
however, a list of possible candidates
was compiled for presentation at the
Convention.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45
p.m.

Emilie Prose, Pres.
Roma Kuprys, Secr.

Retiring national president, Emilie Prose,
with Angela Balchunas, CSC, who will
begin editing our news letter next March.
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Also honored with the 50 year-and-over
members was Peggy Zakaras of Ch. 20,
Chicago, who has been actively involved
since her teen age years.
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Officlal Minutes

44th Bienniel Convention

The 44th Convention of the Lithuan-
ian-American Roman Catholic Wo-
men’s Alliance began on Thursday,
August 22, at Nativity B.V.M. Church
in Chicago, IL. Holy Mass was con-
celebrated by Rev. John Kuzinskas and
Rev. Anthony Miciunas, MIC.

First Session

The opening session of the Conven-
tion was called to order at 11:00 A.M.
The presidium was comprised of the
Alliance Board Emilie Prose, pre-
siding.

Rev. Miciunas cordially greeted
everyone present. He also extended
greetings from Honorary President,
Julia Mack, who is seriously ill and in
need of everyone’s prayers. Next, Mary
Rudis, president of BALF and voted
Outstanding Lithuanian Woman in
1981 by the membership, extended her
greetings and well-wishes for the
future. Grasilia Meilus, chairman of
the Credentials committee, presented
the names of the delegates and alter-
nates. Accredited delegates present
during the convention were:

Chapter 1, Home Office: Sabina Hen-
son.

Chapter 2, Cicero, IL: Palmera Brei-
denbach (Board member), Roma Kup-
rys (Board member), Albina Nodus and
Juliana Rotsko.

Chapter 3, Chicago, IL: Joana Da-
nilevi¢ius, Angelé Katelis and Vida Sa-
kevi¢ius (Board member).

Chapter 5, Worcester, MA: Ona
Kildisas and Jadvyga Spirauskas.

Chapter 17, Hartford, CT: Alyce
Gegesky and Kathryn Urban.
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Chapter 20, Chicago, IL: Grasilia,
Meilus (Board member), Janina
Mikutaitis, Elena Sniokas ir Jadvyga
Tamaseviéius.

Chapter 33, New Haven, CT: Mag-
dalin Cronin and Mary Geipel.

Chapter 42, Grand Rapids, MI: Sofia
Lastas and Alice Rock.

Chapter 46, Chicago, IL: Angela Bal-
chunas, SSC, Mary Anna Gercius,
Dale Murray (Board member), Emilie
Prose (Board ‘member), Anna Sliteris
(Board member) and Helen Vilkelis.

Chapter 54, Southfield, MI: Bertha
Janus and Anna Uzdavinis.

Chapter 75, Chicago, IL: Margaret
Elaine Valentine.

Total: 29 delegates.

The president appointed Alyce Ge-
gesky, Ch. 17, and Mary Geipel, Ch.
33, as the Resolutions committee. Sofia
Lastas and Alice Rock of Ch. 42 were
appointed as the Nominating commit-
tee.

Greetings were received and read
from the Sisters of the Immaculate
Conception Auxiliary and from Sr.
Margaret Carney, OFM, General
Superior of the Sisters of St. Francis of
the Providence of God.

Rev. John Kuzinskas gave the key-
note address. He discussed how
motherhood and the role of women
have changed throughout the last fif-
ty years.

A condensed version of the 43rd Con-
vention minutes was read by Roma
Kuprys. Officers reports followed:

President, Emilie Prose:

This will encompass two phases of my
report. Since reelection as First Vice-presi-



dent at the last Convention in August of
1989, as Vice-president 1 served for approxi-
mately one year. The Alliance at that time
was heavily engaged in concluding the se-
paration of the fraternal faction of the or-
ganization, while at the same time imple-
menting the various ideas, resolution, and
actions pertaining to the growth of the or-
ganization-particularly taking into con-
sideration the need for Lithuanian and Ame-
rican-Lithuanian seminarians and Caritas in
Lithuania. In this connection I was unable
to fully participate because of my health, but
did all I could by telephone with the Board
and other members.

At an annual Board meeting of - the
Alliance on June 23, 1990 the presi-
dent, Aldona Shumway, resigned, neces-
sitating the First Vice-president’s occupan-
cy of the chair as president. Very reluctant-
ly, because of my congestive heart failure
condition, 1 accepted provided the other
members would help. They did, and I am
very grateful.

The very first move made by me was to
call a regular Board meeting when it was
necessary to officially fill in the gaps in the
Board roster—First Vice-president and Sec-
retary—and to continue the work started
with the resolutions from the past conven-
tion. One of the important areas of my posi-
tion as president was to let all in the Alliance
know of the status quo of the organization.
This was done by individual letter to all
members of all Chapters on September 20,
1990, with a promise to them of future such
letters. Unfortunately, this did not ma-
terialize timewise because of my personal
move from one city to another which took
up most of my being. In the meantime, how-
ever, I was constantly in touch with the
Board members, especially with the chair-
man of the 44th convention, and other
events taking place in and around the world,
most of all in Lithuania. In the interim be-
tween my vice-presidency and presidency,
three Board of Directors meetings were call-
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ed by me. The important events and affairs
taking place at this time will be duly reported
by other members of the Board at this
Convention.

My sincere thanks to the Alliance for ac-
cepting me as President. My sincere wish
to all of you is to keep up the good work of
the Alliance for God and Country.

1 Vice-pres., Grasilia Meilus:

Visai netikétai man teko pirmosios
vicepirm. pareigos. Kai centro pirmininkeé
Aldona Shumuway, dél labai svarbiy prieZas-
Ciy, pasitrauké iS pareigy, tai jos vieton
pateko esanti pirmoji vicepirm. Emilie Pro-
se. Centro valdybos praSymu uZimti pir-
mosios vicepirm. vietq, sutikau. Tai parei-
gai a$ nebuvau pasiruodusi, todel dabar
mokausi. Kg man liepia, tq a$ dirbu. Kai
pasaké, kad reikia sutikti kardinolg Ber-
nardin, griZtantj i§ Lietuvos, tai a$ kiek
galéjau padéjau Vidai Sakeviciiitei, nes tai
buvo jos projektas. A$ pritariau ir padéjau.
Tai pasiseké puikiai.

Nutarta, kad Chicagos apskritis ruo¥
44-tq seimq. Darbas jpuséjes. Esu rengimo
komiteto iZdininké. Manau, kad ir tai pa-
siseks. Sékmés uzbaigti!

II Vice-pres. report, Albina Lip¢ius:
Not submitted due to her illness and
hospitalization.

Secretary, Roma Kuprys:

During the past years, I was involved
with the day to day activities of running the
Home Office; receiving dues payments and
correspondence from Chapter secretaries;
monthly correspondence with the President,
Treasurer, Editor, and Circulation manager;
balancing the books; and preparing for
audits by the Trustees.

In addition to the above, I prepared the
records for an audit of MOTERUY DIRVA
by the Post Office. I also represented the
Alliance at several gatherings: Bishop
Baltakis’ Pastoral Council annual meetings;

21



22

a meeting with Albina Pajarskaité, President
of Caritas; and a Serra Club luncheon which
featured our Spiritual Director, Rev. Peter
Stravinskas, as main speaker. I also helped
organize the reception here in Chicago for
Bishop Juozas Zemaitis from Lithuania.

Other activities included serving on the
By-laws Committee, helping prepare for the
Convention, putting together the Conven-
tion Ad Book, and contributing various ar-
ticles to MOTERU DIRVA.

The Alliance participated in a variety of
projects to aid Lithuania. I had a direct hand
in some of them. The efforts of the Alliance’s
own PROJECT: SOAP netted 800 Ibs. of
soap for Lithuania. Through a joint effort
with the American Lithuanian Roman Ca-
tholic Federation and Lithuanian Catholic
Charities, the Alliance Fund donated $500
towards the purchase of 600 pairs of new
children’s leather shoes. The actual retail
value of these shoes was about $20,000, but
they were purchased for $2,400. The Ame-
rican Girl Scouts of Riverside, IL also helped
out by collecting 100 pairs of new socks to
8o with the shoe purchase. In a joint effort
with Lithuanian Catholic Charities, a swea-
ter drive was undertaken throughout several
Lithuanian parishes and a vitamin drive
throughout the Lithuanian Saturday
Schools. In all, 700 sweaters and 100 bot-
tles of vitamins were collected and delivered
to Lithuania. In addition, St. Christina’s
Rosary Makers, through the efforts of Don-
na Zilis, have donated 100 rosaries to Li-
thuania. The Home Office has not been in-
formed of any other projects or joint efforts
on behalf of Lithuania that the Alliance
undertook outside the Chicago-land area.

Presently in the Alliance there are 24 ac-
tive Chapters, plus the Home Office Chap-
ter, and a membership of about 800.

Treasurer, Vida Sakevicdius:

Aside from my duties as treasurer during
the past two years, I have had the opportu-
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nity to actively participate in various events.
I had the honor of being chairman of the
75th anniversary jubilee celebration, which
was held at Nativity B. V. M. parish two
years ago.

The Chicago District sponsored a soap
drive in February, 1990. I headed that pro-
ject at this parish. We were able to collect
351 pounds at our church.

In May, 1990, Mrs. Grasilia Meilus and
I organized a procession in prayer for Li-
thuania. We had benediction in the church,
followed by a procession to the Sisters of St.
Casimir grotto, about two blocks away,
where the litany was sung.

In September, 1990, our Cardinal Ber-
nardin came back from a visit to Lithuania.
Mrs. Meilus and I organized a bus to
O’Hare airport to greet him. We presented
him with a Lithuanian sash and flowers.

For my latest project, I have the honor and
the big job of being your convention
chairlady.

Father Miciunas helps out with *’seconds’’
of coffee.



Trustees Anna Sliteris and Juliana
Rotsko:

We made an audit August 21, 1991 of the
Secretary'’s and Treasurer’s books and found
them in good order with all accounts ba-
lancing.

Receipts—

Jan. to June, 1991 $4,792.50
Disbursements—

Jan. to June, 1991 $4,414.89

Editor, Dale Murray:

As you already know, this year we are
marking the 75th anniversary of our official
publication, “’Motery Dirva."” The very first
issue of ‘Motery Dirva’’ was published in
October, 1916. I regret that I don’t have a
copy of that first issue, but I brought the
next two along to show you. I have had
them photocopied to preserve them for the
future.

Those of you who heard my report at the
last convention will remember that I brought
along some of the old copies in my posses-
sion, yellowed with age and in some cases,
quite brittle. When I became@ editor in 1955,
I was shocked to learn that there are no
““Motery Dirva’’ archives. Since I knew
very little about the history of our Alliance
before I becane a member, I issued a plea to
the membership to donate their old copies
back to the organization. The response was
excellent, but not their condition. Most had
been resurrected from damp basements or
dry attics and the quality is very poor. The
delegates were very supportive and voted
that monies from the Special Fund be allo-
cated to preserving past issues of ‘’“Motery
Dirva.”

Photocopying about 50 years worth of
magazines will be expensive, but I can’t
think of anything more worthwhile to spend
our money on—the preservation of our his-
tory! Hopefully, some good-hearted poeple
who have access to copiers could donate their
use for some of this work. I would suggest
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that rather than use money from the Special
Fund, which was especially inaugurated for
charitable and cultural projects, that this ex-
pense be covered by our regular income and,
perhaps, voluntary donations. This will be
a time-consuming project and it will take
time, but I will undertake the task of seeing
that it is done.

As of now, the most complete set is in
ALKA American Lithuanian Cultural Ar-
chives) in Putnam, CT which was founded
by our long-time spiritual director and sup-
porter, the late Msgr. F. Juras. Balzekas
Museum in Chicago has been on our mail-
ing list since it was established 25 years ago.
I'm not sure whether or not they have any
of the older copies. The Research Institute
in the Jesuit Center is very willing to accept
our materials but, before anything is given
away, one complete set must be photo-
copied and kept by the organization itself.
This is history—OUR history! And, as long
as we are a viable organization, our history
must be part of us. Some day (in the far,
far distant future, we hope!) these records
will be available for researchers, who will
glean much from their pages—not just about
our organization, but about the life and
times of the immigrant Lithuanian woman
and her descendents.

I know there are many members who are
concerned about the future without the
““Motery Dirva"’. I never dreamed when I
first took on the job that it would last 36
years! I do think a newsletter will serve our
organization quite well. I've seen quite a few
published by other organiztions that are at-
tractive and informative with plenty of space
for directives, chapter news and photos.

Since the last convention, I have also been
checking into ways in which to bind the
copies in the most inexpensive way. I have
come upon a perfect solution, this simple
plastic holder. You slip the magazine
through the holder and place it in a 3-ring
binder. There is no need to punch any holes
as they are part of the holder and the ma-
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gazine can be easily removed and replaced.

There will be two more issues of the **Mo-
tery Dirva’’ before it is officially retired. The
September issue may be a bit late as I would
like to include the convention minutes. The
last one will be the December issue.

Many, many thanks to all who have con-
tributed through the years, especially the
chapter correspondents who also became
friends. My thanks also to each and every
member who took the time to read the *’Mo-
tery Dirva’’ from cover to cover, for they
are the ones who never need to ask: what
is the purpose of Mot. Sqjunga and what are
you all about?

Circulation manager’s report was post-
poned until the next session.

The first session recessed for lunch at
12:30 P.M.

Second Session

The business of the Convention was
resumed at 2:15 P.M.

American-Lithuanian Council report
was given by Daina Dumbrys. She is
the Alliance representative, as well as
treasurer of the Council. Meetings are
held once a month. She has had many
requests for radio and television in-
terviews about the situation in Lithu-
ania. At the conclusion of her report,
Daina answered a variety of questions
concerning the status of the Baltic States
in light of the most recent events in the
USSR.

Camp Dainava report:

Sofia Lastas is the Alliance’s repre-
sentative on the Camp Dainava Board
of Directors. Camp Dainava celebrates
its 35 anniversary this year. She at-
tended several Board meetings. The
facilities will be rented out to non-Lithu-
anians, as well. The new president of
the Board is Marius GraZulis. Total
donations from the Alliance to Camp
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Dainava amounts to $955.00. Dale Mur-
ray moved to send another donation.
Roma Kuprys seconded. Motion was
carried. Alyce Gegesky moved that the
amount be $100; seconded by Anna Uz-
davinis. Motion carried. The sum will
come from Convention income.

Dale Murray discussed the format of
the Alliance’s publication, which will
make its debut in March, 1992.

CHAPTER REPORTS

#3—]Joana Danilevicius reported that
the Chapter has two meetings per year
and that many of its members work
with the American-Lithuanian Council.

#5—Jadvyga Spirauskas reported that
the Chapter organized a very successful
fashion show. The designer and her
clothes, were from Lithuania. There are
96 members in the Chapter.

#17—The report was prepared by sec.
Biruté¢ Simanskis and pres. Helen
Stumbers and read by Roma Kuprys.
The chapter has two special fundraisers
each year, a rummage sale, and home-
made sausage sale before Easter. This
enables them to donate to various cha-
rities, such as the Sisters of St. Francis;
the Sisters of the Immaculate Concep-
tion; Medical Mercy Lift to Lithuania;
,,Caritas,”” BALF, Soap Drive, etc.

#20—Grasilia Meilus reported she has
been president for 27 years; their Spiri-
tual Director has been with them for 20
years. Nine meetings are held each year
after the Sunday Lithuanian Mass.
Their well-received Christmas Eve (K-
ios) celebration before Christmas is an
annual celebration. A collection for the
poor children is taken up. Christmas or-
naments made from white straws also
netted a nice profit. Other fundraisers
during the year enabled them to send
money to help the Siamese twins from
Lithuania, separated here in the U.S.



They also donated to the religious
books drive and conducted a successful
soap drive. Members also participated
in welcoming Chicago’s Cardinal Ber-
nardin back from his trip to Lithuania,
as well as the reception for Bishop Juo-
zas Zemaitis, visiting from Lithuania.

#33—Mary Geipel reported that the
Chapter organizes a Mother’s Day cake
and coffee, spaghetti dinner, ,, Kadios”’,
a raffle, as well as an annual Mass for
the deceased members of the Chapter.

#75—Elaine Valentine reported that
the chapter is active, has fundraisers for
charity and participates in the Chicago
district. They will be hosting the fall
meeting of the chapter.

The session ended at 3:20 P.M.

Third Session

The session was called to order at 9:50
A.M. at the Oak Lawn Holiday Inn. Af-
ter the opening prayer, roll call, and in-
troduction of a special guest, Irena
Skuodis, reports were continued.

Circulation Manager, Palmera Breiden-
bach:

Paid Members 701
Exchange copies 11
Free copies to religious 14
Canada 4
Lithuania—Caritas 1
England 1
Breidenbach—extra copies 16

Total 748
New members in 1990 10
New members in 1991 34
Deaths in 1990 34
Deaths in 1991 to date 16

Charge from post office to give new for-
warding address is 35¢
Last convention it was 30¢
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#42—Alice Rock gave a very detailed
report on membership, activities, cha-
ritable donations, etc. Meetings are held
monthly. The chapter hosts the coffees
after Masses the first weekends in July
and August, featuring homemade bak-
ed goods. Their most popular events
are the annual Christmas party and a
very special Mother’s Day celebration.
All Souls Day is marked with Mass and
a gathering at the cemetery for special
services. Their biggest moneymaking
venture is during the Christmas Fes-
tival, where they sell hundreds of
,,ausukés’’ (bow-knot cookies), baked
goods, etc. There are many prizes and
a raffle. This is the biggest money-
making project. In February they take
part in the Lithuanian Independence
Day celebration, at Easter they have an
egg decorating demonstration; and on
St. George’s feastday, they honor
Bishop Matulaitis with a special
memorial Mass. Many members attend-
ed the Lithuanian Opera in Chicago
and also the festival in Brighton Park.
Approximately $1,000 was donated
over the past two years; $500 was
presented to the delegates for con-
vention expenses and a $75 ad was
taken in the convention program book.
There were 5 deaths and 4 new mem-
ers this year. Total 42 members.

#54—Bertha Janus reported that the
Chapter has 65 members. The chapter
sponsors an annual Mother’s Day
Mass, a picnic in August, a catered
lunch and card party with the Knights
of Lithuania in September. The first
Sunday in October is for the intention
of the deceased members. Members
provide an occasional parish coffee and
visit the sick members. Donations were
made for the program book, Lith. Re-
igious Aid, to the parish, BALF, etc.
Meetings are held every other month
after Mass on Sunday.
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#46—Angela Balchunas, SSC, re-
ported that the Chapter has 24
members. Its meetings are held every
two months at the Marian Fathers
Monastery with refreshments and pri-
zes afterwards.

Connecticut District

The District director’s report had been
mailed and just received. Em. Sauliené
reported there are five chapters in the
district. Ch. 17 Hartford is very active
with a membership of 50. There are on-
ly 6 members left in Ch. 28, Manches-
ter. They participate in the activities of
other chapters. New Haven Chapter 33
has 35 members, some younger, which
help keep it active. Ch. 38, New Britain,
has 14 members, mostly elderly, and is
unable to be active. The same applies
to Ch. 57, Waterbury, which has 23
dues paying members. Total District
membership 128.

By-Laws Committee

The By-Laws commiittee elected at the
last convention (1989) includes Emilie
Prose, Roma Kuprys, Vida Sakevicius
and Aldona Shumway, the latter re-
placed by Dale Murray. Emilie Prose,
chairman, reported that the aim of the
committee was to have the By-Laws
ready for this convention, but because
of the pressure of time and non-availa-
bility of the full committee at all times,
its presentation to the Board and to the
Alliance will be presented at the next
bienniel meeting. Mrs. Roberta Giblin
(daughter of Sophie Dirzius, Ch. 2) con-
sented to review and help prepare the
By-Laws.

Dale Murray indicated that the new
name will be Lithuanian-American Ro-
man Catholic Women's Alliance, enac-
ting motion made and carried at the last
convention.
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Roma Kuprys moved that after the
By-Laws are reviewed by the Parlia-
mentarian and Board, copies be sent to
each chapter for comments and sugges-
tions before the next Convention.
Seconded by Elena Sniokas. Motion
carried.

There followed discussions on 1) se-
parating the present secretary’s job in-
to two parts, i.e., recording secretary
and financial secretary; 2) dues, and 3)
ideas for attracting new members. In
answer to a question raised, it was
agreed non-Lithuanians are also wel-
come to join the Alliance, as long as
they understand its purpose and are
willing to participate in its function.

The third session was recessed for
lunch at 12 noon. The luncheon speaker
was Irena Skuodiené, who spoke about
the status of women in Lithuania.

Fourth Session

The session was called to order at 2:30
P.M. Views about the Alliance were ex-
changed. To the question, ““How are
the meetings?’’ the following answers
were offered: one per month needed to
maintain interest; every second month
after the Saturday evening Mass; one
per month on Sundays at 2:00 P.M.;
sometimes chapters have meetings in
each other’s homes. It was determined
that each chapter should do whatever
is practical and convenient for them.
Chapter 46 (Chicago) was formed pri-
marily for non-Lithuanian speaking
members. Meetings were held at
homes, but because members are scat-
tered throughout the city and suburbs,
meetings are held at the Marian Fathers
Monastery, which is centrally located.

Dale Murray had suggested to the
Board that chapters which had enroll-
ed the most new members during the
past two years be acknowledged and



rewarded. She announced the winners:
Chapter 76, St. Petersburg, FL, 15
members; Chapter 68, Kearney, NJ, 10
members; Chapter 3 and Chapter 20,
Chicago, IL tied for third with 7 new
members each. The chapters will be re-
ceiving $25, $15, $10 and $10, respec-
tively.

The president announced that after
reviewing the biographies submitted,
the Board unanimously voted to bestow
Honorary Membership to Roma Kup-
rys, Chapter 2, Chicago, IL as she fulfill-
ed all requirements. It was once again
stressed that it is very important that a
member being recommended for
Honorary Membership fulfill ALL re-
quirements. It is particularly important
that she be active on the national level
and be recognized by her activities by
the membership. Activity on the local
level is one step; these same members
should be encouraged to become active
in their districts and on national com-
mittees, where good leadership ir so
very important and needed.

Dale Murray moved to phase out the
Seminarian Fund. Seconded by Marga-
ret Elaine Valentine. Motion carried.
Anna Uzdavinis moved to send the
money to Lithuanian Catholic Religious
Aid. Seconded by Anna Sliteris. Motion
carried. The check will be earmarked for
seminarians in Lithuania.

Roma Kuprys presented some pos-
sible projects for Lithuania that Alliance
members might wish to contribute to:

1) In Chicago at Sekly¢ia Restaurant
and at the Lithuanian World Center,
school items and clothes for children up
until 16 years of age are being collected
for a container which will be delivered
to Lithuania’s orphans.

2) Funds are being solicited to help
cure Lithuanian children with or-
thopedic problems, i.e., scoliosis. The
children are brought together with their
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mothers to the Shriners Children’s
Hospitals in the U.S. for free medical
care. Funds collected are used for plane
fare and living expenses, which amount
to $3,000 per patient. This project,
established in Chicago in 1991 by a
group of lay people, is called Lithuanian
Children’s Hope (Vaiky viltis). Fifteen
children are awaiting the opportunity
to benefit from this project. A 13-year
old girl has already been completely
cured; a 3-year old boy awaits his turn.
This project is an investment in human
dignity. More information about this
project can be obtained by calling Julija
Saulius (1-312-842-8291).

3) Plans for a retirement home are
underway in Utena, Lithuania. A re-
quest has been made for new sheets
(twin size), pillows, sweaters, flannel
shirts (large size), slippers, and pajamas
for the elderly residents. This home is
taken care of by PanevéZys ‘‘Caritas,”’
which has about 80 members. Items are
being collected at Sekly¢ia in Chicago.

4) Funds are needed for surgery for
the Lithuanian Siamese twins who
were joined at the head. Donations can
be sent to LITHUANIAN CATHOLIC
CHARITIES, 2636 W. 71st St., Chicago,
IL 60629.

5) Mercy Lift was organized in Le-
mont, IL to help send medicines and
medical supplies to Lithuania. Funds
are needed for transporting these sup-
plies to Lithuania. Donations can be
sent to MERCY LIFT, Lithuanian World
Center, 511 E. 127th St., Lemont, IL
60439. Delegates were encouraged to
promote these good works in their
respective parishes and communities.

Irena Skuodiené added the need for
warm children’s clothing in Lithuania.
She noted it would be advisable to ask
for a receipt signed by the person accep-
ting the delivery.
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This session was concluded at 4:15
P.M.

Fifth Session

The meeting was begun at 10:00 A.M.
with a prayer, followed by roll call. 23
members were present.

Convention president, Emilie Prose,
expressed thanks to Sabina Henson for
the fun-filled tour of Chicago by bus, for
the souvenir brochures, and all the ex-
tras that went into it.

She announced further that by ma-
jority vote, the Outstanding Lithuanian
Woman 1991 is Anastazija Tamo3aitiené
of Canada. Kay Urban moved that $100
be given to the honoree with the pla-
que. Margaret Valentine seconded. Mo-
tion carried.

A list of donations to be sent from the
Convention was compiled: “Draugas’’
(Lithuanian Catholic Press Society),
Chicago; American Lithuanian Cultural
Archives, Putnam, CT; and Rev. John
Savukynas, M.1.C., Plano, IL for rosary
materials and mailing expense. Dale
Murray moved that $50 be donated to
each of the above-mentioned. Seconded
by Alyce Gegesky. Motion carried.

The following Resolutions were
presented to the Convention by The Re-
solutions Committee, read by Alyce
Gegesky, and adopted unanimously:

RESOLUTIONS

1. Whereas, the delegates of this 44th
convention were informed of the
serious illness of Julia Mack, Hono-
rary President, and Albina Lip¢ie-
né, 2nd Vice-president,

Be it resolved that an official letter
of concern be sent to Julia Mack and
to Albina Lip¢iené, wishing them
well with our prayers for a speedy
recovery;

2. Whereas, the Lithuanian-American
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3.

Roman Catholic Women'’s Alliance
applauds and admires the work of
CARITAS in Lithuania,

Be it resolved that each Alliance
Chapter further intensify its asso-
ciation with CARITAS groups in Li-
thuania and support them morally,
spiritually, and monetarily;

Whereas, Lithuania is struggling in
its pursuit of freedom,

Be it resolved that an official letter
of concern be sent to President
George Bush from the LARCWA,
urging him to support the democra-
tically elected government of Li-
thuania, and the restoration of Li-
thuania’s independence, and not
allow Lithuania’s fight for de-
mocracy and human rights die as
these are the same principles that
America fought for. We urge you to
act NOW to recognize the Lands-
bergis government;

Further, that a letter be sent to Pre-
sident Landsbergis of Lithuania in
appreciation of this courage and de-
termination in all his dealings with
the USSR;

Whereas, the Alliance delegates
have convened in Oak Lawn, IL,
Be it resolved that this 44th Con-
vention is bestowing Honorary
Membership to Roma Kuprys
(Chapter 2, Cicero, IL);
Furthermore, the LARCWA has
chosen Anastazija Tamo3aitiené of
Canada as 1991 Outstanding Li-
thuanian Woman of the Year.

Be it resolved that this 44th Con-
vention express its thanks to the
Alliance Board for all its concern
and effort shown during their past
two-year term, and to Editor Dale
Murray, whose editorship for the
past 36 years has provided the
Alliance membership an informa-



tive MOTERU DIRVA; and to Rev.
John Kuzinskas for sharing his
views on the life role of mother-
hood; and to Rev. Anthony Miciii-
nas, past Spiritual Advisor, for his
greetings and wishes of continued
success to the LARCWA.

The Convention extends its deepest
gratitude to Vida Sakevicius, chairman
of the Convention Committee, to all its
members, and the Chicago district for
all their efforts and for making the de-
legates’ stay in Chicago a memorable
one.

The Nominating committee
presented the following slate of officers:

President—Dale Murray, Ch. 46

I vice-pres.—Grasilia Meilus, Ch. 20

II Vice-pres.—Kathryn Urban, Ch. 17

Recording secretary—open

Financial secretary—Sabina Henson,
Ch. 46

Treasurer—Vida Sakevicius, Ch. 3

Trustees—Juliana Rotsko, Ch. 2 and
Anna Sliteris, Ch. 46

Circulation manager—Palmera Brieden-
bach, Ch. 2

Newsletter editor—Angela Balchunas,
SSC, Ch. 46

Projects Facilitator—Roma Kuprys,
Ch. 2

There being no other nominations,
Mary Geipel moved to accept the slate
as the elected officers from October 1,
1991 to September 30, 1993. Helen
Vilkelis seconded. Motion carried. Rev.
Peter M. J. Stravinskas will be asked to
remain as Spiritual Director.

Emilie Prose then asked for bids for
the next Convention, which will be in
1993. The delegates from Chapter 17,
Hartford, CT, will consult with their
District members about the possibility
of hosting the next Convention.

President-elect, Dale Murray, asked
every member to help promote the
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Alliance. It is imperative that we build
up our membership to make up for the
many insurance members who dropped
out after the liquidation process. She
asked that members not criticize the
organization outside its own circles, but
to contact her with any questions or
problems.
The 44th Convention was adjourned
with a prayer at 12:15 P.M.
Emilie Prose, Pres.
Roma Kuprys, Secretary

Post-Convention Board Meeting

The meeting was begun at 1:45 p.m.
at the Oak Lawn Holiday Inn. Present
were Palmera Breidenbach (Circulation
Manager), Sabina Henson (Secretary-
elect), Roma Kuprys (Secretary),
Grasilia Meiluviené (1st Vice-pre-
sident), Dale Murray (Editor), Emilie
Prose (President), Juliana Rotsko
(Trustee), Anna Sliteris (Trustee), and
Kathryn Urban (2nd Vice-president-
elect).

The President will write a letter to
Rev. Peter M. J. Stravinskas, asking him
to remain as Spiritual Director. The Sec-
retary will write letters to President
George Bush and President Vytautas
Landsbergis concerning the situation of
Lithuania. The Secretary was requested
to send the names of all the members
of Chapters 38 (New Britain, CT), 43
(Waterbury, CT), and 57 (Manchester,
CT) who have recently dropped out of
the Alliance.

The By-laws Committee will remain
the same: Roma Kuprys, Dale Murray,
Emilie Prose, and Vida Sakevicius.

Sabina Henson, elected Financial Sec-
retary, volunteered to accept the duties
of Recording Secretary, as well.

The tentative list of compensation for
services rendered is as follows: Presi-
dent ($50.00/month, office expenses,
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and Convention travel and hotel), Vice-
presidents (office expenses), Secretary
($25.00/month, office expenses, and
Convention travel and hotel), Treasurer
($25.00/month, office expenses), Trus-
tees (office expenses), Editor
($50.00/issue, $200/year), and Circu-
lation Manager ($15.00/month, office
and postal expenses).

The Secretary and Circulation Ma-
nager were asked to exchange members
lists to make sure there were no MO-
TERU DIRVA copies being sent out un-
necessarily.

It was decided that the President’s
address was to be considered Home of-
fice as of October 1, 1991.

The meeting ended at 3.00 p.m.

Emilie Prose, Pres.
rom
i MAILBOX

Roma Kuprys, Secr.
Dear Mrs. Breidenbach:

I received your letter and publications
““Motery Dirva’’ and am very thankful
for your kindness, to take the time to
write to me.

The journals are very interesting as
part of them are also written in English,
which is of great help to me. I am Ger-
man, born in Czechoslovakia and being
married to a Lithuanian, my knowledge
of Lithuanian is limited, just enough to
get by. So, the section ‘“Building Your
Vocabulary’’ comes just right for me.
Enclosed is a check for your paper . .

Adele Kaspariunas,
St. Petersburg, FL
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Pradedant su spalio 1 d., nariy
mokesdiai ir su jais susije klausimai
siundiami naujai centro sekretorei:

Mrs. Sabina Henson
45 Windsor Drive
Oak Brook IL 60521
(708) 573-0066

w Now
Visais kitais reikalais kreipkités j nauja
centro pirmininke:
Mrs. Dale Murray
3005 N. 124th St.
Brookfield, WI 53005
(414) 786-7359

KUOPU PIRMININKIU ATYDAI

Labai svarbu, kad centro pirmininké
turéty parankiai kiekvienos kuopos
pirmininkés varda, adress ir telefono
numerj. Ateityje visas susisiekimas su
centry bus per pirmininkes. PraSom 3ia
informacijq atsiysti ne véliau, kaip 30
dieny bégyje. Adii!

Centro pirm.

w . N9

KELIONE | LIETUVA?

Jei bus jdomaujantiy, bandysime
suorganizuoti Motery sajungos keliong
i lietuva ateinandia vasarg. ] kelioné
galés jsijungti ir nariy Seimos nariai ir
draugés-ai. Pra3au patarimy ir daugiau
informacijy i ty kurios jau esate
vaZiavusios tokiu bidu ir kurios
agentiiros geriausiai patarnauja.



‘My Rosary Beads. ..
P8 q.p988Q.

A little pair of Rosary Beads,
As plain as plain can be,

But only God in Heaven knows
How dear they are to me.

[ have them always with me
At every step I take,

At evening when I slumber
At morn when I awake.

In bright and cloudy weather,
In sunshine or in rain,

In happiness or sorrow,
In pleasure or in pain.

It helps me in my struggle,
It reproves me when in sin,

Its look of gentle patience
Rebukes the strife within.

= O

In days of pain and anguish,
The greatest help I knew
Was to hold my Rosary Beads

Until I calmer grew.

So when the time approaches
When I will have to die,

[ hope my little Rosary Beads
Will close beside me lie.

That the holy name of Jesus
May be the last I say,

And kissing my sweet

Rosary Beads,

My soul may pass away.

<
'\.
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
IN EASTERN EUROPE

A TIME TO BUILD

The Lithuanian Hill of Crosses stands as a
dramatic symbol of the Catholic Church’s
endurance through decades of Soviet
persecution. This story and the Church’s
situation under glasnost will be highlighted
in ,,A Time to Build”’, a one-hour documen-
tary on Sunday, October 20, at 12:30 p.m.
EDT on ABC-TV. (Check your local listings.)
The program, a project of the Catholic Com-
munication Campaign, focuses on the
reemergence of the Catholic Church in
Eastern Europe. (Photo: CNS)
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From left: Kathryn Urban; Anna Sliteris; Jadvyga Spirauskiené; Bertha Janus; Alice Rock;
and, Anna UZdavinis at the Lithuanian museum, Sisters of St. Casimir motherhouse.
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TRUMPAL...

Dumbriené

Daina iSduoda
prane$ima i§ Amerikos Lietuviy
Tarybos veiklos. Daina yra Motery
sajungos atstové ALT-je ir valdyboje
eina iZdininkés pareigas. Daina daug
laiko padventé pranesimais televizijos ir
radijo programose aiskinant Lietuvos
i3silaisvinimo reikala.

* * *

Sveikiname Roma Kupriené, 2-ros
kp. Cicero, IL nare, kurig 44-to seimo
delegatés pakeélé j garbés nares. Garbés
narés Zenklas buvo prisegtas seimo
bankieto metu.

Garbés narysteé yra suteikta ypatingai
aktyviai ir pasiZyméjusiai narei, netik
savo kuopoj, bet apskrityje ir centre.
Taipgi turi biiti Zinoma uZ veikla
kultros ir labdarybés srityse.

M.S. 44-tas seimas paskyré 1991 m.
ISKILIOSIOS LIETUVES MOTERS
ZYMEN] dail. Anastazijai Tamogaitie-

nei, gyv. Toronto, Ont., Kanada. Apie
Zymenio jteikima buvo dailininkei
pranedta telegrama. Po keliy dieny
gauta lindna Zinia, kad rugp. 28 d. po
trumpos ligos dail. TamoS3aitiené
atsiskyré su $iuo pasauliu. Pladiau bus
pranesta sekancioji Motery Dirvos laidoj.

* * *

Sveikiname dr. Milda Budriene,
M.S. 46-tos kp. nare ir buvusia centro
daktare-kvotéja savo naujos knygos
pasirodymo proga. Knyga, ,,Amerikos
Lietuviy gydytojy vardynas’’, pati dr.
Budriené redagavo ir finansavo isleidi-
ma. Vardynas apima 1884-1984 mety
laikotarpj. ;

Knygos pristatymas jvyko rugp. 31
dienga Jaunimo centro kavinéje Chicago,
pradedant Lietuviy gydytojy dvimetinj
suvaziavima.

GruodZio mén. Motery Dirvos laida
bus paskutiné. Sekanciais metais,
pradedant su kovo ménesiu, bus lei-
dZiamas organizacijos Ziniarastis. Ji
apsiémeé redaguoti kazimierieté seselé
Angela Balchunas. Daugiau pranesime
sekantioj M.D. laidoj.

Dékojame seimo rengimo kom.
pirmininkei Vidai Sakeviciutei ir

visoms padéjéjoms uz puikiai su-
ruosta seima.
Centro valdybos narés
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Vyskupo Metinis Suvaziavimas

Vysk. Pauliaus Baltakio Sielovados
Tarybos metinis suvaZiavimas jvyko
1991 m. geguZés mén. 25 d. Jaunimo
centre, Chicagoje. Po to seké malda ir
vysk. Pauliaus Baltakio Zodis.

Rytmecdio programa susidareé i§ sim-
poziumo ,,I3eivija ir Lietuva — jy sie-
lovados ry8$iai”’. Simpoziume dalyvavo
J. E. vysk. Juozas Zemaitis i§ Lietuvos;
kun. Antanas Saulaitis, S.]., i§ Chica-
gos, ir Irena Luko3eviciené i§ Kanados.
Simpoziuma moderavo Aldona Zails-
kaite.

Vysk. Zemaitis kalbéjo apie kai ku-
riuos sunkumus Lietuvoje. Yra tri-
kumas techninés ir vaizdinés medZia-
gos tikybos mokymui. Néra popieriaus.
Vilkaviskio vyskupijoje 25 parapijos yra
be kunigy, o Telsiy vyskupijoje 70 pa-
rapijy yra be kunigy. Taip pat reikalin-
ga naujy pastaty. Vilkaviskio vyskupi-
ja net neturi savo katedros — ji buvo su-
griauta. Tukstandiai laukia evangeliza-
cijos, o néra kur suburti tokias dideles
Zmoniy mases po vienu stogu. Vysku-
pas daveé pavyzdj — Alytaus baZny¢ios
padéti. Jos apylinkéje gyvendavo apie
5,000 Zmoniy, o dabar gyventojy skai-
¢ius jau siekia 80,000. Néra kur patal-
pinti tiek daug Zmoniy. Yra daug sun-
kumy, tafiau Zmonés Lietuvoje yra
pasiryZe jas nugaléti.

Kun. Saulaitis kalbéjo, kad problemos
Lietuvoje yra panasios j problemas vi-
suose atsigaunanciuose krastuose. Taip
pat juose atsiranda daug skirtingy nuo-
moniy. Kun. Saulaitis i$vardino ir
apibendrino jvairias sritis, per kurias
bty galima padéti Lietuvai — pasauliné
kultira, Vatikano II suvaZiavimo vyk-
dymas, ekumeniné sritis, Svietimas ir
aukléjimas, tikéjimo patirtis, parapijos
ir pastoraciné sritys.

Irena Luko3evi¢iené kalbéjo apie tai,
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ka ji patyré badama 10 savaiciy Lietu-
voje. Zmonése yra daug baimés ir jtam-
pos. Jie kombinuoja gauti ir jiems ne-
daug laiko belieka kitiems padéti. Jie
taip pat gédinasi psichiniy ir fiziniy
nesugalavimy. Net néra jmanoma gauti
statistiniy duomeny apie psichinius
negalavimus Lietuvoje. Lietuvoje yra
daug alkoholikiy motery, ypac¢ kaimuo-
se. Tadiau organizacijos kaip ,,Alco-
holics Anonymous’’ sunkiai kuriasi,
nes Zmoneés neprate viesai kalbétis ir i3-
sikalbéti.

Kai kurie vienetai labai graZiai veikia
— seneliy namai Vilniuje, invalidy vai-
ky namai Kaune, Patrijos organizacija
(medicinos studentai ieSko pavieniy,
neturtingy Zmoniy ir jiems padeda). Ta-
diau yra kity institucijy, kuriy stovis yra
apgailétinas. Prelegentés nuomone, i3-
eiviai ir Lietuvoje lietuviai yra tokie pa-
tys. Juose yra dvasinis badas — spren-
dZiama daug ka dolerio verte, specia-
listai dirba dél spektakliy.

Po piety jvyko prel. Juozo Prunskio
Krik3&ioniskos kultiiros fondo 1990
mety spaudos premijos jteikimas. Prel.
Prunskis jteiké $2,000 premija Aidy
Zurnalui. Ja priémé Kazys Bradiinas.

Po premijos jteikimo buvo tesiama
simpoziumo diskusijy dalis.

Po diskusijy $io rasinio autorei reikéjo
iSvykti. Pateiktoje dienotvarkéje dar
buvo pramatyti vysk. Baltakio pranesi-
mas apie iSeivijos sielovada, praéjusiy
mety sielovados tarybos rajoniniy su-
vazZiavimy protokolai, sielovados tary-
bos komisijy prane$imai ir diskusijos,
gairés ateidiai ir organizaciniai klausi-
mai.

Roma Kuprieneé,

Sajungos atstové Sielovados Taryboje



Sajungieciy veikla

Chapter and District Activity

New Members/Naujos Narés
WELCOME!

Home Office
Anelé Povilaitis
Great Neck, NY

Illinois
Ch. 20, Chicago
Nijolé Genutis

Ch. 46, Chicago
Helen Vilkelis
Massachusetts

Ch. 5, Worcester
Rita Paluses

LWy remoreeer

Mirusios Narés
Connecticut
Ch. 17, Harford
Stephanie Monchun

Illinois

Ch. 2, Cicero
Broné Vadopalas
Mary Genis

Ch. 20, Chicago
Rosalija Pranskuviené

Massachusetts
Ch. 5, Worcester
Anne Garbauskas

Ch. 15, Brockton
Emilija Barauskiené

Michigan
Ch. 42, Grand Rapids
Benedikta Baniukaitis

Ch. 54, Southfield
Marie Kase

New Jersey
Ch. 66, Elizabeth
Josephine Martinkus

Pennsylvania

Ch. 59, Shenandoah
Helen Denchy
Anna Krause

CONNECTICUT
HARTFORD
17-ta kuopa

Turéjome susirinkima geguZés 18 d.
Pasimeldém uZ mirusius, nutarém
turéti ,,rummage sale’’ paremti
delegates, vykstandias j seima. Kuopa
atstovaus Kay Urban ir Alyce Gegesky.
Parémém su 100 dol. sajungiete L. Ka-
rosieng jos studijom Lietuvoj. Nutarta
prisidéti su auka ir miisy parapijos baz-
ny¢ios taisymo darbams.

M. Maslauskiené paskaité eilérasti
Marijos garbei. Po susirinkimo prie
kavutés pabendravom.

UZuojautos

Miré ilgameté sajungieté Stephanie
Monchun, buvusi Connecticut univer-
siteto fakulteto naré ir pladiai Zinoma
darbuotoja savo apylinkéje. Ji buvo
naslé Frank J. Monchun, kuris buvo
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Auk3diausiojo Teismo teiséjas ir Con-
necticut valstijos senatorius.

Taip pat uZjaudiame Agnes Dubin
netekus mielos sesutes.

UZ mirusiyju sielas uZpraséme 3v.
Misias. Reikiame giliag uZuojauta liku-
siems Seimos nariams bei giminéms ir
draugams. Ilsékités ramybéje.

Koresp. S. Spakauskiené

NEW HAVEN

L. K. Motery S-gos Connecticut apy-
gardos suvaZiavimas jvyko §.m. gegu-
%és men. 25 d., New Havene, Sv. Ka-
zimiero parapijos saléje. Ji globojo vie-
tiné 33-¢ia kuopa. Apygardai priklauso
5 kuopos su apie 140 nariy. SuvaZia-
vime dalyvavo 19 atstoviy ir vie$niy tik
i dvieju kuopy—Hartfordo 17-tos ir
New Haveno 33-¢ios.

New Haveno kuopos pirmininké Iza-
belé Peterson pasveikino atvykusias de-
legates ir palinkéjo darbingo ir
sékmingo suvaZiavimo.

SuvaZiavima pradéjo apygardos pir-
mininké Albina Lip&iené pasitlydama
darbotvarke, kuriai visos pritaré.

Salia kity einamy reikaly buvo ilgiau
apsistota svarstant besiartinancio
Sajungos Seimo klausima. Paaikéjo,
kad jau ne visos Sios Apygardos kuo-
pos yra pajégios siysti delegates ne tik
i Seimg, bet ir j §j suvaZiavima ir visa
darbo nasta tenka porai pajégesniy kuo-
py. Galutinam rezultate nutarta, kad
Connecticut apygarda Seime atstovaus
5 delegatés — i§ Hartfordo 17-tos
kuopos—Mrs. Alyce Gegesky ir Mrs.
Kathryn Urban, o i§ New Haveno
33-Cios kuopos — Mrs. Albina Lip¢iene,
Mrs. Mary Geipel ir Mrs. Magdalena
Cronin. ' :

Daug kalbéta, svarstyta ir ieskota
budy kaip padéti toms kuopoms, kuriy
ir nariy skaicius ir veikla sumazéjo, kaip
Manchester, New Britain ir Waterburio
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kuopos. Jos dar turi po kelias ar ke-
liolika nariy, dar sumoka nario mokes-
Cius, bet dél stokos sugebanciy bei no-
rin¢iy vadovauti, didesnés veiklos jau
neparodo.

Suvaziavimas randa vienintele i3eitj,
tai pradyti tas kuopas prisijungti prie
didesniy, dar veikliy kuopy. Visoms
ank3¢iau minétoms trims kuopoms
Hartfordas néra toli ir nesunkiai pasie-
kiamas ir jos galéty prisijungti prie
17-tos kuopos.

Kad $is klausimas nebiity uZmirstas
ar uZtestas, suvaZiavimas iSrinko prie
apygardos valdybos dar viena nare —
ry$ininke, kuri aplankys tas kuopas ir
stengsis prikalbéti jungtis prie pajé-
gesnés kuopos, kaip suvaZiavimas
sitilo.

Suvaziavimo dalyviy prasoma, apy-
gardos valdyba pasiliko dar vieniems
metams. Dabartine valdyba sudaro: pir-
mininké — Albina Lip¢iené, vicepirm.
— Mary Geipel, sekretoré — Magdale-
na Cronin, iZdininké — Katherine Phi-
lips, rySininké—Kathryn Urban ir
apygardos direktoré Emilija Sauliené.

Suvaziavimui pasibaigus, 33 kuopos
narés Mary Geipel ir Magdalena Cronin
visas pavai$ino skaniais pietumis.

Acditu Seimininkéms ir New Haveno
kuopai uZ priémima.

B. S.

33-¢ia kuopa

Kuopa turi 35 nares. Mety bégyje dar
ka nors surengiame, kaip tradicines
Kudias, Motinos Dienos minéjima ar
vakariene. Jei pelno kiek palieka, tuoj
ir i8leidZiame geriems darbams, pvz.
Lietuvos vaikudiams paskyréme
$175.00, savos baZnycios pataisymams
$100.00, Kunigy seminarijai Lietuvoje
$100.00, naujam kryZiui prie miusy
baZznycios pastatyti davéme $75.00 ir
daug kity maZesniy auky, kai atsiran-
da reikalas.



Mirusias nares prisimename.3v. Mi-
$iomis. Susirinkimus Saukiame kas 2 ar
3 ménesiai.

Jau keli metai i$ eilés vis ,,i$sirenka-
me’’ ta pacia kuopos valdyba, kurios
déka kuopa dar yra skaitlinga ir gyvg.

B,'S.

FLORIDA
ST. PETERSBURG

Nors vietinés 76-tos kuopos narés yra
daugumoje vyresnio amZiaus, bet jos
veikia visur kiek laikas leidZia. Pavasa-
rinis susirinkimas buvo skaitlingas ir
darbingas. I8klausius valdybos prane-
$imus, svarstyta organizacijos reikalai ir
biisimas seimas rugpjtcio ménesj Chi-
cagos priemiestyje. Po visy svarstymy
ir minciy palikta kuopos valdybai sufor-
muoti seimui pasitilymus. Valdybos na-
réms rimtai apsvarscius, pasiysti seimui
penki pasitlymai. Aplinkybéms
leidZiant, delegatémis sutiko buti
valdybos narés Angelé Sukis ir Donna
Kamm.

Motinos Dienos Minéjimas

Laikantis tradicijos Sv. Vardo
baznycioje Gulfporte atlaikytos trejos
$v. Misios kuopos nariy intencijai ir uz
a.a. kun. Tado Degucio, O.F.M., pir-
mojo miisy Sv. Kazimiero misijos kle-
bono, siela.

Amerikos Lietuviy klube narés ir jy
Seimos dalyvavo bendruose pietuose,
bet lyg privadiai, nes misy kuopos
narés Zuzana Pupiené ir V. Pleskiené
paruo$é penkis stalus, papuo3damos su
gyvom roZém i3 savo darZeliy. Baigiant
pietus nareés ir jy sveciai buvo pavaisinti
Amilijos Mikalauskienés napoleonu ir
Valerijos Les¢inskienés medaus tortu.

Po piety klubo pirmininkas Antanas
Gudonis gausiai susirinkusius pasvei-

37

kino ir pradéjo programa, kviesdamas
kuopos pirmininke Donng Kamm pasa-
kyti kalba. Pirmininké Motery sajungos
vardu visus pasveikino Motinos dienos
proga ir trumpais bruoZais paminéjo
svarbiuosius jvykius katalikiy motery
sajungoje. Organizacija atSventusi 75
mety jubiliejy Zengia i nauja era.
Kalbétoja taipgi prabilo angly kalba, nes
organziacijoje yra vartojama dvi kalbos
ir Zurnalas yra redaguojamas abiejom
kalbom. Ragino visas moteris stoti i
sajungieciy eiles ir jsijungti i bendra
veikima. Kalba uZbaigta ZodZiais — yra
pasaulyje Simtai budy pareiksti meile,
bet brangiausia i§ visy yra motinos
meilé.

Toliau, pristatyta kuopos finansy sek-
retoré, kuri labai graZiai paskaité su-
kombinuotus tris eilérad¢ius. Po jos
prot. sekretoré Angelé Sukis, labai susi-
jaudinusi, skaité savo draugés Marijos
Cemeckytés eilérasti — Motinos meileé.

Misy kuopos Motinos dienos minéji-
mas praeéjo i8kilmingai ir pakilioje nuo-
taikoje.

Koresp.

ILLINOIS
CHICAGO

Siy mety kovo 11 diena, 11 val. mes,
20-tos kp. nareés, turéjome susirinkima,
tik nejprastoje vietoje, nes mokyklos
sale uZleidome Lietuvos Vyciams. Jie ta
diena turéjo suvaZiavima. Buvo iskil-
mingos pamaldos ir pietis.

Susirinkima pradéjo pirmininké Gra-
silija Meiluviené malda ir kalba. I3 istori-
jos mes Zinome, kad po Lietuvos kuni-
gaik3diy valdymo jau trecia karta buvo
paskelbta Lietuvos nepriklausomybeé.
Sudaryta vyriausybé, bet jai veikti truk-
doma. Nors rusy kareiviai mindZioja
miisy Zeme ir tankai gadina miesty gat-
ves, 8j karta lietuviai nenori pasiduoti.
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Mes linkime Lietuvai laisvés, ir kad pa-
rodyti miisy riipesti, mes vaZiuojame j
miesto centra su dviem véliavomis: $io
krasto ir trispalve.

Susirinkimas vyko jprasta tvarka.
Buvo priimtas pereito susirinkimo
graZiai paradytas protokolas. Protokoly
sekretoreé yra Stefanija Miliauskiené; jai
priklauso padéka uZ jos riipestinguma.
Visos narés yra rupestingos ir gerai
lanko susirinkimus ir atlieka savo parei-
gas. Vél gautas prasymas i$ ,,Siamo’’
dvynukiy, praSant pagalbos ir §j karta
narés nusiunté auka. Mes laikomés po-
sakio: ,,Geriau daug karty aukoti, negu
vieng karta pradyti aukos’’. Nors, tei-
sybe pasakius, dabar daZnai aukojame:
aukas renkame Lietuvai, renkame Lie-
tuvos naslai¢iams, mokyklos vadové-
liams. DZiaugiameés, kad turime k3 pa-
aukoti. Geros miisy kuopos narés, jos
darbs¢ios, ruosia, dirba loterijai fantus,
ir i§ to mes gauname pinigy, kuriuos ir
aukojame. %iu mety loterijy uZdarbis
parems atstoves, uZmokant seimo mo-
kestj. Dar neZinome, kurios narés
dalyvaus seime. Déka darb3¢iy ir suma-
niy nariy mes turime pinigo ir kur rei-
kia, juos aukojame.

Gr. M.

MASSACHUSETTS
WORCESTER
Mady paroda i3 Lietuvos

BirZelio 23 d. Lietuviy Katalikiy Mo-
tery Sajungos 5-ta kuopa Maironio Par-
ko patalpose suruodé ,,Mady paroda i§
Lietuvos”, kurig suprojektavo Laima
Kygaité i3 Lietuvos, kuri Siuo laiku vie-
8iJAV ir yra apsistojusi New Yorke. Lie-
tuvoje ji yra baigusi drabuZiy projekta-
vimo mokslus. Jau daug kur dalyvavo
su savo kiiryba, parodomis, net ir pre-
mijy laiméjusi.

Laimos mady parodos néra tokios,
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kokias esame priprate matyti. Ji naudoja
nauja metoda, stiliy ir puosia sukneles
jvairiais ornamentais. Labai tinka vaka-
riniam puo$niam priémimui. Suknelés
daugiausia ilgos, bet yra ir trumpesniy.
Ilga stala nutiesé lininiais kostiuméliais,
bliuskutémis, su kuriais parodos pabai-
goje modeliuotojos supaZindino publi-
ka, kurios buvo prisirinkusi pilna salé.

Modeliavo R. Ambrozaitiené i¥ New
Jersey, prie$ kelis metus atvykusi i3
Lietuvos. Kitos modeliuotojos — T.
Adomaviciené, B. Miliauskaité-Harris,
I. Markevidiené — visos i§ Worcesterio.
Jos modeliavo 26 sukneles. Daugumo-
je jos ilgos. Jy ir spalva beveik panasi
— dominuoja violetiniai tamsesni ir
$viesesni tonai. Per kriiting ir pedius
eina tamsesnis drabuZis, o ant jo uZdeéti
$viesiis ornamentai. Sukneliy apatinés
dalys taip pat daZnai tamsios ir ten
uzdéti §viestis ornamentai. Tai pacios
Laimos surasta technika. UZdétosios
linijos plonos, su besikartojancia
simetrija, ornamenty turtingumu. Do-
minuoja lapy, géliy ornamentai. Kai kur
buvo jvesti ir lietuvisky kryZiy vir$tiniy
ornamentai. Tie drabuZiai nieko bendra
neturi su lietuvidku stiliumi. Jie tinka
visoms, kas pasisavins $ia ornamentika
ir jy stiliy. Tai nauja ir graZi drabuZiy
kiiryba, j kuria Laima jdéjo daug 3irdies
ir darbo visa tai projektuodama,
tobulindama ir jai pavyko puikiai visa
tai atsiekti, pagal jos gyvenimo salygas
ir jvairius trikumus Lietuvoje. Tikime,
kad Laima su savo drabuZiy kiryba,
stiliumi, ornamentais nueis modeliuoti
ir j didZiuosius salonus.

Sekanciais metais Laima Zada ir vél
mus i§ Lietuvos aplankyti, jeigu salygos
leis, su mady parodomis, bet jau su
nauju stiliumi, naujomis tekstilés
medZiagomis, su kuriomis ji $iuo laiku
¢ia vieSédama susipaZjsta, o taip pat ir
jvairiais daZais, kuriuos jves j savo pro-
jektavimo kiiryba. Laimos ZodZiais ta-



riant, visokiais budais reikia garsinti
pasaului miisy Tévynés Lietuvos varda.
Sékmés, Laima!

Lietuviy ir angly kalbomis komenta-
toré Gema Sermuk3nyté labai
sklandZiai paai8kino apie kiekviena
modeliuojama drabuZj. gv. Kazimiero
parapijos vargonininké, kuri taip pat
yra sgjungieté A. Walinsky, ne tik laike
parodos, bet ir prie ja, vikriai spaudé
pianino klaviSus, suteikdama visiems
malonig nuotaika ir sudarydama links-
ma atmosfera, o per paroda kiekviena
modeliuotoja jlydéjo i sale ir i¥ jos i3ly-
déjo aidint 3velnios muzikos garsams.

O. KildiSiené, A. Jaknitinaité ir J. Mi-
liauskiené suorganizavo graZzy vie$niy
ir svediy priémima. Vaisino vyneliu, sii-
riu, pyragaiciais ir kitais skanumynais,
o ant baltomis staltiesémis apdengty
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staly kvepéjo iSdéstytos vazutése riite-
lés ir chrizentemos. Sios taip graZiai pa-
vykusios mady parodos iniciatoré yra
kuopos pirmininké J. Spirauskiené. Tai
tre¢ioji mady paroda, suruosta jai esant
pirmininke ir j tai ji ideda daug darbo,
tritiso ir rapesciy.

Buvo atvykusi ir LKM Sajungos ant-
roji viecepirm. A. Lip¢&iené su vieSnio-
mis i§ Putnam, Conn. Taip pat dalyva-
vo viedniy i§ Lietuvos, o viena net i$
Australijos.

Janina M.

MICHIGAN
SOUTHFIELD
Chapter 54

Although the majority of our mem-
bers refuse to attend meetings, perhaps

Mes ne tik sajungietés, bet ir 3aulés. DeSinéje Traky Sauliy
rinktinés ir Dr. V. Kudirkos kp. Worcester, MA. sekretoré
Janina Miliauskiené ir Saulé. J. Spirauskiené.
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they would like to know what the offi-
cers (plus several faithful attendees)
learn when we get together the second
Sunday of nine months of the year.
We still belong to and pay our annual
membership dues to BALF. We donate
every year toward heat of parish build-
ings. Although our moneymaking pro-
jects are few and far between, we do
not refuse charitable requests. Last fall
we donated $100 to the Special Fund,
and another $100 in spring to the

Lithuanian Catholic Relief fund.
In the last few months we have lost

three members through death. On
April 23rd Antoinette Baron passed on.
She was one of our 50-year honorees
during our anniversary dinner in No-
vember, ‘89. This popular lady left us
very suddenly. She was no meeting-at-
tender, but served on countless com-
mittees never saying ‘‘no’”’ when ask-
ed to help. Her cheery disposition will
be missed at our chapter’s Sunday
“’after mass coffees’” and especially at
our fall Luncheon and Card Party.

Just two weeks later we learned that
Antoinette’s sister, Malvina Janiunas,
passed away in the nursing home she
had lived in for several years.

Our third deceased member, Marie
Kase, left us July 9th. She was also a
50-year member, and held the office of
National President for several terms in
the ‘60s. Through the years, she also
held several chapter offices until a
serious illness handicapped her. We re-
call her as the feisty lady, who did not
hesitate to express her opinion, some-
times initiating spirited discussions at
meetings.

We are sorry a member’s name was
inadvertently omitted in the obituary
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column when she died in March of
1990. Helen Skratek was also a faithful
worker when it was our chapter’s turn
to host the parish’s coffee hour. Her
cheerful attitude helped her family
through her last months of life with a
very painful illness.

Let us remember Helen, Antoinette,
Malvina, Marie and all our deceased
members in our prayers.

During the past month, two members
celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
saries. Monica (Peter) Banion and Alice
(John) Banion were the fortunate cou-
ples—yes, they married brothers! Con-
gratulations to all!

In a group of more than 80 people,
member Albina Lingiené is visiting Li-
thuania with the Kovas Sports Club.

We are reminded that our annual
Luncheon and Card Party (with the K.
of L.) will be held Wednesday, Sept. 18
in the Cultural Center at noon.

Please remember chapter meetings
are held the second Sunday of the
month—beginning in September.

Bee Jay

GRAND RAPIDS
UZuojautos

Gilia uZuolauta reiskiame miusy
42-ros kuopos narei Marijonai Ku3likie-
nei ir jos Seimynai, amZinybén iskelia-
vus jos vyrui bei tévui Ignorui.
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Taipgi gilia uZuojauta reidkiame kuo-
pos narei Justinai Prelgauskienei, jos
vyrui Kostui ir visai eimai, amZinybén
iskeliavus jy stinui, Bruce.

Sofija Lastiené, kp. pirm.
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