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August 5-8, 1965 
Statler-Hilton Hotel 
Los Angeles, California

KNIGHTS OF LITHUANIA 

5 2 >d NATIONAL CONVENTION
STATE OF THE ORGANIZATION REPORT

DELIVERED BY: HELEN T. SHIELDS, NATIONAL PRESIDENT

In accordance with Article XI,section 
two of the Knights of Lithuania constitu
tion, Ihereby submit to the delegates of 
the 52nd National Convention the Supreme 
Council’s Annual Report, wherein I have 
combined all those Supreme Council re
ports submitted to me prior to the con - 
vention.

SPIRITUAL ADVISOR
It was our pleasure to have as our 

Spiritual Advisor for the past year, The 
Reverend A.Valančius of Chicago,Illinois. 
In addition to attending several Supreme 
Council meetings, representing the KofL 
at various functions, Father Valančius 
was most conscientious in preparing for 
publication an article for the VYTIS for 
each’ issue .These articles were very well 
written and we express our appreciation 
to him for the time and energy A that it 
took to prepare them. In May, a general 
appeal was made to all Pastors of Lithu
anian parishes and all councils urging 
'all to participate in the annual day of 
reparatory prayers for the liberation of 
the land of our ancestors, Lithuania,and 
the conversion of sinners, on the occa
sion of the anniversary of the dedication 
of Lithuanians dispersed over the world.
PRESIDENT

As president, I presided at three Su
preme council meetings and requested Miss 
Laurin to preside at the fourth meeting 
which I was unable to attend.The untime
ly death of my brother and other unfore
seen circumstances prevented me from ac
complishing the program which I had hoped 
to during the past year.However, as much 
as time permitted, I attempted to handle 
the routine business of the organization 
representing the KofL at the meeting of 
the Lithuanian Community of the U Š A , 
Board meeting and corresponded as much 
as possible. I regret that for a time, 
I was unable to reply to some of the let
ters received, and to those people I of

fer my deep apologies. I want to express 
my very deep gratitude to Miss Eleanore 
Laurin and Miss Irene Šankus who were most 
kind in helping me to execute some of the 
duties which I could not take care of due 
to the many pressures I was under.

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT
Executing her duties as First Vice - 

President in charge of Juniors,Miss Mary 
Stonis of Newark, N.J.,wrote several open 
letters which were published in the VYTIS, 
attended several SupremeCouncil meetings 
and participated in the 7th New York-New 
Jersey District Junior K of L rally held 
in Kearny, N.J. We are happy to report 
that the Rally was most successful. The 
Clergy and Kearny K of L are to be high
ly commended for a job well done. Miss 
Stonis also attended and addressed the 
Juniors of C52, Elizabeth at one of their 
meetings and was active with the Juniors 
of 029, Newark. She expressed regrets 
that her appeals to the Junior Councils, 
and their counsellors brought no replies. 
However, in reviewing the Junior Page in 
the VYTIS, we know that our Junior Coun
cils have been active during the past 
year, have sponsored numerous activities- 
and that a New England Junior Rally was 
held in Westfield, Mass. Miss Stonis 
hopes that efforts to keep and strengthen 
the Junior Knights of Lithuania will con
tinue to grow and increase in the future.

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT
Miss Eleanore Laurin,MembershipChair- 

man, reports that during the past year, 
one regular Council was reorganized --  
Council 14, Cicero,Ill.,one senior coun
cil was organized -- Council 111,Youngs
town, Ohio and one Junior council was or
ganized -- Council 13, Chicago, Ill. A 
total of 181 new members were enrolled 
compared to 91 of the year before. We 
commend all who made such great strides 
for K of L membership this year, and are 
pleased to announce that the following
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achieved first place in their class:
District, Illinois-Indiana; Small 

Council, C13; Large Council, 0112; In
dividual of a small council, Rev. Edward 
Abromaitis; Individual of a large coun- 
cil, Albert Raubiskis; Special Awards to 
Mr. & Mrs. V.Ed Pavis, Council organiza
tion spearheads and Stanley Marks.

Miss Laurin’s report showed the number 
of new members in each class, the per - 
centage of increase and the runners-up . 
An examination of this report on all those 
who bothered to get new members revealed 
that each other district and many of the 
other councils could have had winners IF 
they had ”bothered"to keep their already 
enrolled members as well as getting new 
ones,. The problem' of maintaining the mem
bers already enrolled must be given.our 
attention if we hope to increase our to
tal membership.

.THIRD VICE-PRESIDENT
Mr. Larry Svelnis in charge of Seniors 

continued his efforts to organize a Senior 
Group in New England. Unfortunately, he 

> was unable to accomplish his goal. He 
felt that not having a Senior Group in 
his area, made it most difficult to plan 
a program on a national scale for the 
other Senior Councils. For the present, 
Mr. Svelnis is declining to run for of - 
fice in the Supreme Council,and will con
centrate his efforts on organizing Senior 
members in his area.

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Miss Johanna Jakunas presented the 

following information regarding the mem
bership status:

1969 1965
Priests “7K 7’6
Regular Members 1213 938
Families 365 329
Non-Subs. Members 116 __ 63

1771 1901
The above figures do not :necessarily

indicate that we have suffered a great 
loss in membership. The financial secre
tary advises us that she did not include 
in the figures any people whose dues for 
1965 were not received-which was the case 
in 1969. Therefore, we urgently request 
council delegates to check with their 
officers the status of their members upon 
returning to their respective counciland 
forward all. 1965 dues to the Supreme 
Council Financial Secretary. According 
to the FinancialSecretary’s records,there 
were 193 members removed from the active 
•list and the balance are delinquent in 
dues. As of August,1965 we have a total 
of 9 Districts and 38 Councils. Council 
103,Providence ,RJL. ,has been removed from 
the active list since there were no dues 
forwarded to the Supreme Council.

RECORDING SECRETARY
tyrs. Eleanor Sakevich discharged her 

duties as Recording Secretary!© the best 
of her ability, attending two Supreme 
Council meetings, recording the minutes 
and forwarding them to all officers. She 
also took care of all correspondence that 
came to her attention. Family problems 
made it impossible for her to attend the 
other meetings.

TREASURER
\,Mr. Frank Svelnis discharged his du-

Delegates and guests at the final session on Sunday.
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ties with the greatest of.cooperation. 
All bills forwarded to him were paid and 
he also received the 50% of the profit 
derived from the 50th Jubilee Convention 
held in-Boston, Mass. We take this op - 
portunity to thank the JubileeConvention 
Hosty Council 17, for the check forward
ed to thev Supreme Council Treasury,as per 
decision of the delegates of the A8ih Na-- 
tional Convention. With the receipt of 
this check, the Jubilee Convention Com-i 
mittee expired.

TRUSTEES
Our trustees, Mr. Joseph Drumstas and 

Mr;- Walter Svekla will present a report 
of their examination of the books orally 
during the convention.

LEGAL ADVISOR
Mr. Kons^tant Savickus was most kind in 

..agreeing to serve as the Knights of Lithu
ania Legal Advisor for the past year. No 
major problems developed.

THE ILLINOIS-INDIANA DISTRICT
Under the leadership of District Pre

sident, Mr. Vincent Samaska,the Illinois 
Indiana District enjoyed another year of 
full activity in the religious, cultural 
social and sports fields-The K of L Choir 
again made numerous appeamces, with 
the most notable beingin Verdi’s Requi
em. The Chicago Seniors celebrated their 
20th Anniversary with a Banquet at which 
time His Excellency Bishop Brizgys and 
Consul Dauzvardis were the principle 
guests.Many members of the District par
ticipated in the Captive Nations parade 
held the second week of July. One of the 
major projects was the complete remodel
ing of the K of L Hall------ the cost which
amounted to $10,000. It is hoped that in 
the future, the building will be used1 to 
advertise the K of L in a greater capa - 
city than it has in the past. In addi - 
tioh to the Chicago Juniors under the 
guidance of Genevieve Maluska whois doing 
an excellent Job with her jfirst Junior 
group,’C13 has organized a Juniors group 
in Town of Lake. Their first meeting: 
had an excellent turn-out.

THE MID-CENTRAL DISTRICT
Councils of the Mid-Central District; 

sponsored numerous and various activities 
that were of religious, cultural, social 
and sports nature. The annual’ pilgrimage 
to Our Lady of Consolation Shrine in Carey 
Ohio took placein May.District President 
Mr.Ray Medonis,was most pleased with the 
success of the MidWest Bowling Tournament 
that was held in Detroit.The week of Aug 
15 - 22 has been reserved for the K of L 
Junior Camp to be held at Camp Dainava in 
Manchester, Mich. This camp is sponsored, 
by the MidCentral District with District

VP Joseph Kazlauskas serving as Chairman..

THE NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT
With Mr. Ronald Venis,District Pre s i-t 

dnet,the New England District enjoyed a 
year of activity that was aimed at further
ing the ideals and goals of the Knights of 
Lithuania organization.. The Semi-Annual 
District Convention was well attended.The 
Junior Rally held in Westfield,Mass.,was 
not only successful but also much enjoyed 
by the Juniors of New England. Spiritual 
cultural,social and sports activites were 
held on the District as well as on the 
council level.

NEW YORK7NEW 'JERSEY "DISTRICT “
District president Mr.Alexander Wesey 

reports that the NY-NJ District has been, 
active in all pahses of K of L activities.: 
All District committees are active as pre
scribed by the by-laws.The District took 
anactive part in the’’March to Washington” 
which was held to support U. S.'Vietnam 
Policy.This fall the District is aiding 
the Students movement with a gigantic de
monstration at Madison Square Garden to 
"Help Lithuania become a Free Nation”. A 
few councils, are weak in number or activi
ty, but we have their promises that they 
will work for improvement.

RITUAL COMMITTEE
Mr. Edward Daniels, Chairman, report/s 

this committee met,approximately 11 times 
during the past year. A total of 159 de
grees were recorded with a record number 
of 23--4th Degrees. New ceremonials on 
ritual procedures were discussed,and ap
plication changes to be presented to this 
convention for approval. The 4th Degree 
certificates were changed and plans are 
underway to change the 3rd Degree certi
ficates .

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP
Mr. Leonard Simutie, Chairman,report

ed that he had received no applications 
for Honorary Membership during the past 
year. Activities in which he partici - 
pated, speaking, representing or writing 
for or about the K ofJLAare mentioned in 
his report.

*

BUILDING FUND
Mr. Frank Gudelis states that the re

ordering and custody of the K of L pins 
should be turned over to the Supreme 
Council Treasurer. He also feels that 
this Convention should decide the type 
of pin to reorder. There have been dif
ferences of opinion in the past on the 
"Official K of L Pin".

LITHUANIAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Father John Jutt, Honorary Chairman, 

will report orally. Mr. John Andruska,

, " 5
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Chairman, reported that he had written 
431 letters on behalf of the Knights of 
Lithuanian Supreme Council and received 
80 replies.

PUBLICITY
As last year, so again during 1964 - 

1965, our~ Publicity Committee members 
Marcella Andrikis, Frank Vaskas, Joseph. 
Sadauskas and Anthony Yuknis were most 
active in their field, publicizing K of 
L activities in both the Lithuanian and 
English press. They are all to be com - 
mended for their efforts to publicize 
K of L activities. We express apprecia
tion to Mr. Yuknis, who in addition 
to publicizing K of L activities, sub
mitted several very interesting arti - 
cles for publication in the VYTIS.

.SPORTS
No report was received.

VYTIS
During the past year, several prob

lems and circumstances developed which 
brought about changes in the VYTIS staff 
In December, I approved, and later khe 
Supreme Council ratified the following: 
Irene Šankus, Editor; Linda Vaicekauskas 
Associate Editor. Mrs. Betty Bozec re
mained as Layout Editor and Mrs. Theresa 
Strolia as Council News Editor.Mr.Petras 
Bagdonas was Lithuanian Editor until his 
teaching assignment required him to move 
to Alabama.

We are happy to report that with the 
elimination of certain problems,the VYTIS 
was able to be mailed the first week of 
the month for most of the year. Editor 
Irene Šankus has been attempting a variety 
of new ideas and spent considerable time 
looking for new writers and contributors 
to the VYTIS, thereby hoping to make our 
official organ more pleasing to our mem
bers .

As of October 1st, Mrs. Betty Bozec 
will be retiring to welcome a new addi
tion to her family. Her duties will be- 
assumed by Stella Gregar of C36.

We take this opportunity to express 
our deep gratitude and appreciation to 
Irene Šankus,Editor,and the entire VYTIS 
staff for the time, energy, and effort 
that they contribute each month in order 
to continue the publication of our offi
cial organ, the VYTIS.

Again, I’d like to remind the members 
that the Editor is always anxious to re
ceive articles, material, pictures,ideas 
and suggestions from the membership.
LITHUANIAN AMERICAN COUNCIL

Even though a $500 donation was voted 
at the Alliance’s Convention which was to 
be presented in five payments • for each 
article published on the Alliance in the 
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VYTIS, we only received $300. I was ad
vised by William Kvetkus that the bal - 
ance of $200 would not be forthcoming un
til their Board discussed the matter.How 
ever,sintce our Editor had already planned 
the publication of the Alliance articles 
we published them as per our original a- 
greement. No correspondence was*received 
from the Alliance regarding their Board’ 
decision on the $200.

LITHUANIAN WAYSIDE SHRINE
at the WORLD’S FAIR
The drive to raise fund for the Lithua

nian Wayside Shrine at the World's Fair,1 
which was begun in 1964, was ended offi
cially July 25, 1965. Total contribution 
of the K of L was $2 502.17. We express 
our sincere appreciation to Mis^ Annie 
Mitchell, Miss Dorothy Dutkus and Mrs. 
Rita Pinkus who spearheaded this drive , 
and also to each and every K of L’ers — 
who contributed.
K of L SCHOLARSHIP FUND

This report will be given orally.

PRAYER CRUSADE
During the past year,’prayer "cards and 

leaflets were printed and with letters 
forwarded to councils in May. We have 
no reports from councils as yet, however 
let us hope that during the coming year, 
we will devote a part of our activity to 
real Catholic;Action and enlist the pra
yers of thousands expecially of our fel
low Lithuanians to beseech Our Lord to 
grant strength to our brethern in Lithu
ania to?retain their faith.

SUMMARY
Reviewing our activities of the past 

year, we have cause for rejoicing and al
so cause for concern. We can and should 
rejoice at the contributions and success 
that we were able to accomplish ps we 
labored trying to further the ideals and 
reach for the goals which the Knights of 
Lithuania strive. It is our duty to con-, 
cer.n ourselves with the "weak spots”’ -- 
of our organization —• make an effort to 
concentrate on strengthening and improv
ing them. As long as we continue to dir
ect our efforts towards betterment, im - 
proveraent, and accomplishment, we shall 
continue to make progress, even though 
at times it may not be as much as we’d 
like. The important thing is that we ad
vance .

Dievas telaimina musu pastangas, pasiry
žimus ir nutarimus darbuotis "Dievp ir 
Tėvynės’’ labui. Byvuokite, veikite — 
ir linksminkitės, Lietuvos Vyčiai, ilgus 
-- ilgus metus! Aciu!

Helen T. Shields
National President
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THE HONORABLE 
WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND
NINTH RECIPIENT OF THE 

K of L AWARD MEDAL

Given at the banquet closing the 52nd annual Convention 
of the Knights of Lithuania at the Statler-Hilton Hotel in 
Los1 Angeles, California on August 8, 1965.

This year, 1965, marks the 25th anni
versary of the Russian Soviet occupation 
of the Baltic States. It was on June 15 
1940 that the Red army,against the desired 
will of the people and contrary to all 
principles of justice and charity,forced 
itself into the territories of the Baltic 
Nations and enslaved their peoples as 
members of the Soviet Union.Tens of thou
sands were deprived of their homes and 
possessions and were shipped in railroad 
cattle cars to the barren wastes of nor
thern Russia and Siberia.Since that bleak 
day and until now, 25 years later, false 
arrests,merciless deportations,unfounded 
accusations,espionage, torture and death 
have been the terrible lot of the Baltic 
peoples.

Despite this enslavement, as horrible 
as it was and is,the people of Lithuania 
Latvia and Estonia have not been without 
hope. They knew that the Lithuanians, 
spread throughout the world, were deeply 
'concerned about them and expended their1 
energies to alleviate their trials and 
tribulations and to effect, in God’s own 
good time,a restoration of their freedom 
and independence. They knew that, even 
among non-Lithuanians, there were those 
who, by their resolute determination and 
absolute fearlessness, demonstrated to 
them that they were their friends, - - - 
friends who would ever condemn the atro-- 
cities committed upon them and who would 
defend their rights before the judgment 
seat of the free world. Among these lat
ter, we are indeed most happy to include 
him who graces our head table as the 
honored guest of this evening.

Born in Alameda, California in 1908, 
the Honorable William F.Knowland obtain
ed his Bachelor of Arts degree from the. 
University of California in 1929. Upon/ 
graduation he joined the staff of his 
father’s newspaper THE OAKLAND TRIBUNE,, 
of which he became assistant editor four 
years later.A sincere desire to dedicate 

himself to public service led him to be 
elected on the Republican ticket to the 
California Assembly in 1933 and two years 
later to the California Senate. He en
listed in the United States Army in 1942 
and was discharged in 1945 with the rank 
of Major.

It was in August, 1945 while serving 
overseas that the then Governor of Cali
fornia, Earl Warren, presently Chief 
Justice of the United States Supreme Court 
named him United States Senator to fill 
the unexpired term of the deceased Hiram 
W. Johnson. Elected to a full term in 
1946 and reelected in 1952, he served as 
Majority Leader of the Senate in 1953 and 
1954 and as Minority Leader 1955 - 1958. 
He had occasion to serve for a time as a 
member of the United States Delegation 
to the 11th Session of the UnitedNations 
General Assembly. In 1958 he was a can
didate for the governorship of California. 
Since that time has has been assistant 
publisher and general manaer of the great 
and influential newspaper, THE OAKLAND 
TRIBUNE.

Throughout the entire time of bis pub
lic service, he was a man who insisted 
on a ’’Hard” policy toward both Asian and 

rEuropeon communism. This he did because 
he recognized communism for what it is”, 
a diabolical system bent on the complete* 
enslavement of mankind to the Soviet Pro - 
tetariate. That is why he always cham
pioned the rightrous cause of all nations 
to freedom and has ever been one of the 
strongest defenders of movements to aid 
and arm Europeon nonCommunist countries. 
That is why he has ever been a staunch, 
resolute defender • of Lithuania’s right 
to freedom and, as such, has taken every 
opportunity both in and outside of Con
gress to condemn Russia’s actions in Li
thuania^ ________

In a talk in 1956 on the occasion of 
the 75th anniversary of THE LOS ANGELES 
TIMES, he warned that unless Russia is

7
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made to withdraw from Hungrary, Lithuania 
and other countries,the very survival of 
the United Nations was at stake. He con
demned the double standard which prevail
ed in the United Nations toward Soviet 
Russia and demanded that the SovietUnion 
be condemned as an aggressor and be ex
pelled from the United Nations, that 
recognition of the Soviets by all free 
nations of the world be withdrawn.

In Chicago in 1957,he let it be known 
that he was definitely convinced thatthe 
United States should initiate through the 
United Nations moves calling for the re
moval of all Soviet troops from Lithuania, 
and then without any Soviet pressure ap
plied, for free elections to permit the 
people to choose their own. form of govern
ment. We ask, my dear friends, was that 
not the prelude for the formation of the 
present Committee of Americans for Con
gressional Action to Free the BalticSta- 
tes?

In other speeches,he pledged an ever
lasting war on tyranny. Commenting on 
the enslavement of almost 900 million 
people by Russia,he emphatically stated” 
”We cannot and we have no moral right to 
forget the captive nations and all cap
tive nations should know this.”No peace
ful co - existence with Soviet . Russia is 
possible for its. sole, purpose* is the en

slavement of all mankind.
He made it clear that if we are to fight 

communism successfully, we should do so 
with pure, unadulterated truth. Because! 
they fear truth more than anything else, 
we should expose their ruthless oppres - 
sion of human beings in Lithuania and 
other countries, the terror they use to 
subjugate free peoples, their suicidal 
armament races and their internal weak - 
nesses.

Because he has proven himself to be a 
RESOLUTE foe of communism,because he has 
been fearless in this condemnation of So
viet actions in Lithuania,because he has 
ever defended her right to live as a free 
and independent nation of the world, be
cause in so many ways he has demonstrated 
himself to be a RESOLUTE FRIEND of Lithu
ania , it affords me extreme pleasure and 
I deem it an unspeakable honor at this 
time, in behalf of the President and 
thousands of members of the Knights of 
Lithuania Youth organization, to confer 
this Knights of Lithuania AWARD MEDAL 
upon that RESOLUTE Champion of Lithuania’s 
freedom, the former illustrious United 
States Senator from the glorious State 
of California, the distinguished Editor 
and Publisher of THE OAKLAND TRIBUNE,the 
Honorable William F. Knowland.

Rev. John C. Jutt

“ LITHUANIA Shall Once
Again Be FREE! ”

(A summary of the address delivered 
by Williams F. Knowland, accepting 
the Knights of Lithuania Award.)
Lithuania was an early victim of Com

munist expansive tyranny. Vietnam is one 
of the latest victims.

There will be others unless the free 
world makes it clear that the nibbling 
tactics of Communism will not be tolera
ted . For if we permit a little nibble 
here and a little nibble there, there 
soon would be nothing left of the free 
world.

In this country and elsewhere there 
are some who would either preach or accept 
the doctrine: ” Better Red than dead. ” 
This is a false and fatal doctrine. If 
widely accepted it would lead, in due 
course,to the communization of the world.

For a large free power to accept the 
destruction of a small free power is im
moral from an international point of view. 
What is morally wrong can never be poli
tically right.

The world should have learned of Mun
ich that the road to appeasement is never 
the road to peace, it is only surrender 
on the installment plan.

Lithuania has a history in which all 
of her sons and daughters may take pride. 
The oppressive boot of Communist tyranny 
has not destroyed the spirit of freedom.

In God’s good time, 
once again be freeZ

Lithuania shall ,

L.toR., Mr. A. Wesey, Rev. W. Stanievičh, 
Senator W. Knowland, Rev. J. Jutt and Dr., 
j.J. Bielskis.

8

8



SPIRITUAL ADVISOR’S

REPORT- 1965

REV. A. VALANČIUS.'

Almost a year ago to the day,at a simi- 
liar gathering,in the WindyGity,a graying 
arthritic pastor of one of the smallest 
parishes of the Lithuanian Community in the 
U.S., with a K of L Council counting the 
f ewest names in its membership roles in the 
entire organization,nodded a proud though 
hesitant assent when approached to accept 
the spiritual leadership of our National 
.organization. I™ his childlike enthusiasm 
part of the process of growing old, little 
did he realize that a year later he would 
be called upon to make a public confession 
of his stewardship.

A report, normally, is a collection of 
figures - some black,some red, stacked in 
adjacent columns of a specially prepared 
form. Both columns are totalled, with a 
subsequent result of predominance eitherof 
the red, or black. The individual whose, 
activities are judged by these results,if 
the predominance is in the black, is com
plimented , retained and sometimes promoted; 
if the imbalance is of the red variety,he 
is criticized,reprimanded,sometimes given 
another chance or bluntly told to go fly 
his kite somewhere else.

Figures I have none. Never having been 
too enthusiastic or happy about keeping 
them,including my own. Of my accomplish
ments as your Spiritual Guide during the 
past year,I would like to honestly confess 
that I wish I had been far more generous 
with my time and efforts. In my small way 
I tried wherever possible to be physically 
present as often as possible at many plea
sant gatherings of the very dedicated peo
ple who work so enthusiastically for the 
good of our organization, to the point of 
being fortunate enough to have imposed my 
person on the championship teams of both 
the Illinoislndiana District Bowling Lea- 
que and the MidWest Bowling meet recently 
held in Detroit. Whether these presences 
were beneficial to the body of our organ
ization only you can determine - were you 
as wise in choosing your Spiritual Advisor 
as he was in selecting his bowling part
ners .

During the course of the year, I hope 
you found my bumbling contributions in pur 
monthly publication,The Vytis,interesting 
and of some benefit toT( yourselves person
ally and may have helped in aiding you at 
improving the image of our worthy organi
zation. If they have, then they hope to 
continue to make their regular appearance, 
regardless of who may beat the helm of the 
Ship, K. of L.

In the month of May, in a general appeal 
to all pastors of Lithuanian parishes and 
all Councils, we urged all to participate 
in the annual day of reparatory prayer for 
the liberation of our Fatherland and the 
conversion of sinners, on the occasion of 
the anniversary of the dedication c£ Lith
uanians dispersed over the world by the Li
thuanian Bishops gathered in Rome in 1951. 
We have no direct evidence of the response 
to our reminders,but from what few verbal 
reports that came to us, we feel that the 
cooperation, certainly of the K of L, was 
almost universal. For this we offer our 
humble thanks to all in behalf of our Be
loved Mother.

As a whole, I can honestly say,that as 
far as I personally was involved,the asso
ciations and experienceshave been most gra
tifying. In this era of an unaccountable 
friction between the ill-termed New-Breed 
and the Square - Generation, it might be 
worth considering turning the reins of lea
dership to those more in touch with the 
swing of the times. This does not intend 
to convey the idea that the oldtimers throw 
in the towel,but with the acquired wisdom 
of past experience guide the ambitious.yaing 
generation,desiring to enter the field of 
endeavor prepared by those who preceded 
them.It takes courage to hand over a pri
zed legacy and exceptional grace to permit 
others to use it for the most productive 
results.

Thank you, again. And with the always 
abundant grace of God continue your dedi - 
cated work under the banner —

’’FOR GOD and COUNTRY.”
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it appears that the "age 
of science" has even caught 
up with the Knights of Lith
uania. This year’s Scholar
ship Award winners, five in 
all,consist of four prospec
tive mathematicians and one 
future geologist!

Four members of the Schol
arship Committee Board of 
Trustees,namely Jack J.Stu- 
kas, Chairman, Rev. John C. 
Jutt,' Rev.- J.Walter Stanie- 
vich, and Loretta Stukas, 
carefully and extensively 
investigated and analyzed 
all applicants’ academic re
cords, financial need,char
acter, religiosity, organi
zational service, and dedi
cation to the principles of 
the Knights of Lithuania . 
All Trustees agreed that 5 
•candidates were equally qual
ified and deserving of the 
annual $600.00 Scholarship 
Award. Thus, the Award will 
be divided in equal sums of 
$120 each. The total award 
will be paid to the reci
pients in two installments.

The winners were announ
ced during the 52nd National 
Convention by Rev.J.Walter 
Stanievich. Our heartiest 
congratulations to the win
ners!

MILDA M. PAKALNISKIS, of 
Council 112, Chicago, Ill., 
is also secretary and a most 
enthusiastic and faithful 
member of the K of L Choir 
in Chicago. In her spare
time, she assists her mother 
in editing and writing for 
the weekly VYČIU VEIKLA col
umn of the Lithuanian Daily 
DRAUGAS,and participates in 
numerous other Lithuanian 
activities. In high school 
Milda who served as- her 
class’s valedictorian, was 
awarded the Mayor R. Daley 
Scholarship Award and the 
Illinois State Scholarship 
Certificate of Merit. Rev. 
K. Trimakas,S.J., described 
her as "...intelligent and 
hard-working,with a friend
ly and pleasing personality 
and high moral standards."

Milda will use her award 
to complete her studies at 
the University of Illinois. 
She is majoring in mathema
tics and hopes to become a 
tęacher or a laboratory
technician, and eventually' 
" to marry and have a big 
happy family.”

JUDITH A. SAVONIS,of Junior 
Council 52, Elizabeth, N.J. 
has been active in her coun
cillor six years? and has 
field numerous offices during 
that time. She is present
ly Treasurer. She has also 
been active as a member and' 
officer ’ of several parish 
youth organizations.

Judith graduated high 
school as valedictorian of 
her class and received the 
General Excellence Award for 
the CollegePreparatory Cour
se. A teacher states" "... 
She is a girl of fine moral 
character and promises to 
become a good leader of to
morrow’s citizens..Her high 
school teachers all rated 
her as above average in in
dustriousness, initiative , 
leadership, and responsibi
lity." She plans to pursue 
the study of mathematics at 
Douglass College, in hopes 
of teaching math in college 
or high school.

i

BRUCE P. KAUFFMANN, Vice- 
president of Junior Council 
90, Kearny, N.J.,looks for
ward to a career in geogra
phy and geology, upon com
pletion of his Bachelor of 
Arts degree. In addition to 
his activity as a K of L 
Juniors leader, Bruno has 
also shown physical prowess 
as a member of the Lithua
nian Dance Group of his city 
and the K of L Baseball and 
Basketball Teams. He was 
the recipient of several 
Soccer Awards, and a Marine 
Physical FitnessCertificate

Of his scholastic abili
ties, a teacher writes: ".. 
He is well liked by all who 
know him and shows honesty 
and good sportsmanship."

NANCY E.KOBER, Council 109, 
Great Neck, N.Y., has held 
numerous offices and parti
cipated and led many commit
tees in her council, and is 
now a candidate for secre
tary of the NY-NJ District, 
and is serving as her coun
cil’s secretary. Rev.Frank 
Bulovas notes that "..Nancy 
is imbued with an intense 
spirit of LITHUANIAN PATRI
OTISM. Yet she is an Ameri
can bom girl of Lithuanian 
parents who were also bom 
and raised in the United 
States."

The Scholar Incentive A- 
ward and several ArtContest 
Awards she merited attestto 
her scholastic and artistic, 
talents. . 
thematics 
Marymount 
looks to a 
ing.

After studying ma- 
and physics at 
College, Nancy 
career in teach

ANTHONY M. AMBRUTIS is the 
president of Junior Council 
90, Kearny, N. J., and has 
held that office for almost 
two years. Of his qualifi
cations for this Award,Rev. 
A. Zemeikis writes. "...He 
has cooperated with me,with-, 
out reserve/in every endea
vor that I have undertaken 
with the Juniors. On more 
than one occasion, I have 
seen him, by his enthusiasm 
sparks others to work on a 
project where before this 
spirit was laeking in them."

Anthony is the proud owner 
of several KeamyHighSchool 
Science Fair Awards, and 
participated in various high 
school scholastic and sports 
societies.He plans to study 
mathematics at St. Peter’s 
College,, in hopes of becom
ing a teacher -or applying 
his education towards mathe
matical work in industry.
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VYČIAI
kovotojai už

Lietuvos Laisvę
Dr. J.J. Bielskio, Lietuvos konsulo, žodis, atidarant 
Lietuvos Vyčiu 52-jį seimą Los Angeles mieste.

Šiais metais,minint skaudžia Lietuvos 
pavergimo 25 metu sukaktį, malonu paste
bėti, kad musu jaunoji karta pasižymėjo 
savo skaitlingu dalyvavimu ir nepaprasta 
veikla. Musu jaunimas matomai suprato , 
kad kaikurių laisvinimo veiksniu naudoja
mos priemonės savo naudingumą jau atgy
veno. Todėl jie griebėsi šioms dienoms 
ir aplinkoms pritaikomas priemones Lie
tuvos laisvinimo reikalams panaudoti. Jų 
surengtos demonstracijos ir eisenos Wash
ing! one, lietuvybei daug gero padarė.Da
bar besirengimas demonstruoti ties Jung
tinių Tautų Rūmais be abejo, vėl .duos 
teigiamų paseku.

Malonu pastebėti,kad Vyčiai toje jau
nimo veikloje noriai ir veikliai dalyvauja. 
Garbingai pagarsėjęs Rezoliucijoms Remti 
Komitetas, jaunimo remiamas ir pasižymė
jusio vyčio p. Leonardo Valiuko vadovau
jamas, labai naudinga darbą dirba.

įdomu pastebėti, kad musu jaunimas 
griebėsi panašių priemonių, kurionis mes 
anais laikais, prieš apie '50 metu,lietu
vybės veiklai naudojom. Rengam Washing
tone suvažiavimus,seimus. Dalyviai lankė 
savo rajonų kongresmanus, senatorius ir 
stengėsi, kad kuo daugiausiai pageidau - 
jamų rezoliucijų Jungtiniu Amerikos Val
stybių . Kongrese "pasirodytu. išrupinom 
audencija pas prezidentą Wilsona, vėliau

pas prezidentą Hardingą. Surinkom mili
joną parašu po prašymu Lietuva de jure 
pripažinti.* 1918 metais sušaukėm visuo
tinį Amerikos lietuvių Seimą New Yorke, 
Madison Square Garden didžiulėse patal
pose. Tose pačiose patalpose, kur dabar 
mūsų jaunimas rengia milžinišką lietuviu 
sąskrydį, galingam lietuviu baisių prieš 
vergija pareikšti.

Anais laikais jaunimas netik dirbo,bet 
ir Lietuvos laisvinimo darbui vadovavo. 
Reikia pastebėti, kad anų laikų darbuo
toju nors ir nedidelis likes.būrelis,dar 
vis 'tebedirba Lietuvos, laisvinimo veiks
niuose. Bet, suprantama, jie dabar jaw 
nebe jaunimas, o tik senimas.

Mums visiems džiugu matyti mūsų siu 
dienu jaunimo pastangas Lietuvai laisvin
ti, nepriklausoma valstybe atkurti, ir 
lietuvių tautai išsilaikymą užtikrinti. 
Malonu matyti, kad Vyčiai, pavieniai ir 
atskirose kuopose toje garbingoje veik
loje dalyvauja.

Tikiu, kad Tamstos vėl rasite galimy
bių šiame Seimą pareikšti, jo£ Lietuvos 
vadavimas ir, bendrai, lietuvystės rei
kalai, yra tarp pirmaujančių šios jau 
gerai pasižymėjusios mūsų brangaus jauni
mo organizacijos rūpesčiu, kaip kad buvo 
suprantama anais krizės laikais. Valio 
Lietuvos Vyčių organizacijail ..

"■'*** ----------------—............................—-------------------- - - U-----_--------- g------------------------- . .... IMI*

SPEAKERS AT CONVENTION INCLUDED: L.to R., Vincent Aaslauskas, Pres. Lithuanian 
R.C. Federation; Jonas Jasaitis, Pres.Lithuanian Community of the USA: Rev.Dr. 
Peter Celiešius, Spiritual Advisor C-133; Juozas Bachunas, Pres. Lithuanian 
Community of the World; Kostas Liaudauskas, Pres. Lithuanian Community, West
ern Division .
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RESOLUTIONS Z REZOLIUCIJOS

At the 52nd National Convention of the Knights of Lithuania held at the 
Statler Hilton Hotel in Los Angeles, California, August 5-8, 1965 the delegates 
passed the following resolutions:

Since according to present plans the Šiluva Chapel in the Immaculate Conception 
Shrine in Washington will be completed and formally dedicated, the 52nd 
Convention resolves that the Knights of Lithuania organization be officially 
represented and that councils and individual members attend the ceremonies..

Kadangi, pagal dabartinius planus, Šiluvos Koplyčia Nekalto Prasidėjimo Švent
ovėje bus užbaigta ir formaliai pašventinta rugsėjo men. 1966 metais, 52ras 
Seimas nuoširdžiai nutarė kad Lietuvos Vyčiu organizacija butu oficialiai at
stovaujama ir kad kuopos bei atskiri nariai tose iškilmėse dalyvautu.

Since the American Roman Catholic Lithuanian Women’s Alliance has accomplished 
and is accomplishing a most important role in the life of American Lithuanian 
women, and has done so much for the betterment of the Church and Lithuanians, 
the 52nd National Convention of the Knights of Lithuania, held in Los Angeles, 
unanimously resolves to greet the National Convention of the Women’s Alliance 
to be held in Detroit on August 15 and 16, 1965 and extend its best in the 
deliberations of the convention and also in the life of the Lithuanian people.

Kadangi Amerikos Katalikių Lietuviu Moterų Sąjungą atliko ir atlieka Amerikos 
Lietuviu Moterų gyvenime labai svarbia role ir daug gero yra padariusi Bažny
čios bei visuomenes gerovei, Lietuvos Vyčiu 52ras Seimas, Los Angeles mieste, 
vienbalsiai nutaria pasveikinti Moterų Sąjungos visuotina seimą kuris ivyks 
Detroite, rugpiucio 15 ir 16 dienomis, ir palinkėti Dievo palaimos bei didžiau
sio pasisekimo netik seimo nutarimuose bet ir lietuviu visuomeniniame gyvenime.

The Knights of Lithuania supports and helps towards the attainment of Lithua
nian Freedom, towards keeping of Lithuanianism, the strengthening of Religious 
truths, for the accentuation of ideological thought, for the common union°of 
professional elements. The Knights of Lithuania have contributed and contri
butes to the strengthening of our National and Cultural life. The 52nd K of L 
Convention wishes the Lithuanian Foundation and its committee the utmost suc
cess and God’s Blessings. The K of L Convention approves their most important 
work.

Lietuvos Vyčiai pritaria ir gelbsti Lietuvos laisves siekimui lietuvybės iš
laikymui religiniu tiesu tvirtinimui, ideologiniu paziuru ryškinimui, profesi
niu! ir socialinių! bendravimui. Lietuvos Vyčiai prisidėjo ir prisideda prie 
musu tautinio ir kultūrinio gyvenimo stiprinimo. 52ras Seimas linki Lietuviu 
Fondui didžiausio pasisekimo ir Dievo palaimos. Seimas uzgiria ju svarbu 
uždavinį.
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Be it resolved since there is additional monies required to finish the work 
of Our Lady of Šiluva Shrine in Washington, D.C. which will, be dedicated 
September, 1966 the knights of Lithuania 52nd Convention resolves to urge 
councils and individuals to contribute to the completion of that chapel.

Kadangi reikalinga daugiau lesu pabaigimui Šiluvos Koplyčios Nekalto Prasidė
jimo Šventoveje, Washington D.C., Vyčiu 52ras Seimas nutarė raginti kuopas 
bei narius aukoti ir tuomi prisidėti prie greito užbaigimo koplyčios, rugsėjo 
men. 1966 metais.

Since the Committee of Americans for Congressional Action to Free the Baltic 
Nations has in a concrete and dedicated fashion worked for the restoration of 
Lithuanian Independence, the 52nd National Convention of the Knights of Lithua
nia greets the committee, wishes it outstanding success in its efforts and 
work for its goal.

Kadangi Committee of Americans for Congressional Action to Free the Baltic 
Nations konkrečiai veikia ir stropiai dirba Lietuvai nepriklausomybe atgauti, 
Lietuvos Vyčiu 52ras Seimas sveikina Komisija , linkia kuo didžiausio pasise
kimo savo svarkiame darbe ir ragina visus narius visais galimais budais Komi-' 
sijos darbuote paremti ir jos garbingiems tikslams veikti.

Since the Lithuanian-American Council has provided fine leadership in the work 
of freeing Lithuania from Soviet slavery, the 52nd Convention of the Knights 
of Lithuania extends its cordial greetings to the Congress and wishes it fur
ther success in its work to restore Lithuanian Independence. The Convention 
further wishes the Council success in providing for all Lithuanian organiza
tions effective means in winning the battle for the ultimate freedom and in
dependence of Lithuania.

Kadangi Amerikos Lietuviu Taryba puikiai vadovauja visam tam darbui kurio tiks
las yra išlaisvinti Lietuva is Sovietu vergijos, Lietuvos Vyčiu 52ras Seimas 
sveikina Tarybos narius ir linkia tolimesnio pasisekimo visuose darbuose kurie 
liečia Lietuvos nepriklausomybes atgavima. Seimas toliau linkia Tarybai pasi
sekimo nurodyti visoms Lietuviškoms organizacijoms efektivinius metodus iško
voti galutinai Lietuvai laisve ir nepriklausomybe.

Since the 1964 Convention resolved that at any session of a National Convention 
a competent parliamentarian be on hand and since from a practical point of view 
this resolution is difficult to fulfil, the 52nd National Convention of the 
Knights of Lithuania resolves to obrogate completely the resolution and advised 
the Supreme Council to appoint a committee of three members who would formulate 
the rules of parliamentary procedure for national conventions. The formulated 
rules-would be reviewed and approved by theXegal Advisor. After his approval 
the rules would be presented to the National Convention for passage. Then 
that and subsequent conventions would be conducted according to those rules.

Kadangi praėjusiu metu 1964 seimas nutarė kad busimu seimu sesijose dalyvautu 
parlamentorisku taisyklių žinovas ir kadangi is patyrimo praktiškai rezoliuci
ja neivykdoma, Lietuvos Vyčiu 52ras Seimas nutaria ta rezoliucija pilnai at- " 
mesti ir pataria Centro Valdybai paskirti trijų nariu komisija kuri nustatys 
parlamentariskos procedūros parėdymus seimuose. Paruosti parėdymai bus legal- 
inio patarėjo persiureti ir patvirtinti ir po patvirtinimo bus paduoti visuot
inam seimui užtvirtinti. Tada visi visuotini seimai bus vedami pagal tuos 
parėdymus.
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Since Rev. Michael Urbonavičius, MIG. has celebrated the Golden Jubilee of 
Priesthood this year, and since he was very active in the Knights of Lithuania 
organization in former years, it has been suggested that a congratulatory re
solution be prepared. ”Ad Multos Annos, Father.”

Kadangi Kun. Mykolas Urbonavičius M.I.G. atšventė savo 50 metu Auksini Kuni
gystes Jubileju, ir kadangi Jubiliatas yra per daug:metu buvęs aktyvus Vytis,. 
52ras Seimas sveikina Kun. Mykolą Urbonavičių ir linki jam Ilgiausiu Metu, 
Dievo palaimos tęsti savo gražu darba Kristaus vynuogyne.

The 52nd National Convention of the Knights of Lithuania extends its sincerest 
congratulations to the Knights of Lithuanian Youth Gamp Committee for their 
fine efforts in sponsoring the K of L weeks beginning August 16-23, 1965 at 
Camp Dainava in Manchester, Michigan.

Lietuvos Vyčiu 52ras Seimas nuoširdžiai sveikina Lietuvos Vyčiu Jaunimo Sto
vyklos Komisija uz gražu darba padaryta paruošiant Vyčiu savaites Dainavos 
Stovykloje, Manchester, Michigan per savaites pradedant rugpiucio 16 ir 23.

Since the Catholic Lithuanian newspaper in Chicago ’’Draugas” permits the pub- , 
lication of K of L activities, the 52nd Convention of the Knights of Lithuania 
expresses its heartfelt gratitude to the Editors and the staff of ’’Draugas” 
-for the goodwill shown to the K of L, especially for allowing the K of L to 
use the ’’Draugas” for publication purposes.

Kadangi katalikiškas lietuviškas laikraštis Čikagoje ’’Draugas” leidžia savo 
puslapiuose publikacija apie Vyčiu Veikla., Lietuvos Vyčiu 52ras Seimas nuo
širdžiai dėkoja ’’Draugo” redakcijai ir visam stabui uz palankuma Vyčiams pa
rodyta, ypač uz leidimą vartoti "Draugo" puslapius publikacijai.

Since the Catholic Lithuanian newspapers ’’Garsas” and "Darbininkas” publicizes 
K of L activities, the 52nd Convention of the Knights of Lithuania expresses 
its heartfelt gratitude to the editors and staff of "Garsas” and "Darbininkas" 
for the publicity given K of L activities.

Kadangi katalikiški lietuviški laikraščiai "Garsas” ir "Darbininkas” skelbia 
savo puslapiuose Vyčiu parengimus,Lietuvos Vyčiu 52ras Seimas nuoširdžiai dė
koja Garso ir Darbininko redakcijoms uz skelbimą Vyčiu veiklos.

The 52nd Convention of the Knights of Lithuania held in Los Angeles unanimous
ly resolves,to lend full efforts to the committee to Restore Lithuania’s In
dependence in their efforts to hold a protest mass meeting in Madison Square 
Garden in New York on November 13, 1965 for the purpose of focusing attention 
on Lithuanian’s present sad’ plight of all Americans, and the United Nations. 
For the success of the protest demonstration, the convention unanimously votes 
to donate the sum of $100,

Lietuvos Vyčiu 52ras Seimas, Los Angeles susirinkęs, vienbalsiai nutaria viso
kiais galimais budais remti Komiteto Lietuvos Nepriklausomybei atstatyti žygi 
laikyti masini visu Lietuviu protesto susirinkimą, demonstracija Madison Square 
Garden, New Yorke lapkričio 13 diena 1965 metais tam tikslui kad visos Amerikos 
ir Jungtiniu Tautu demesis butu atkreiptas i dabartine Lietuvai Sovietu daroma 
rskriauda. Kad žygis pasisektu, seimas nutaria $100.00 paaukoti.
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The 52nd National Convention of the Knights of Lithuania reęolves to pay up 
to and not more then $300 to the National President for expenses incurred in 
the fulfilment of his duties at National President.

Lietuvos Vyčiu 52ras Seimas nutaria paskirti ligi $300.00 Centro Pirmininkui 
uz lesąs padarytas jam einant pareigas kaipo vyriausias Lietuvos Vyčiu vadas.

Having heard the speech of Mr. Joseph Bachunas, President of the Lithuanian. ! 
American Community of the U.S. concerning the coming of the Youth Congress in; 
Chicago in July, 1966, the Knights of Lithuania 52nd National Convention ex- 1 
presses its gratitude to him for his speech and urges (its members to partici
pate as much as they can in the Congress.

Isklause Pasaulio Bendruomenes Pirmininko Juozo Bachuno kalba apie ateinanti 
Čikagoje Liepos menesyje 1966 metais Jaunimo Kongresą, Lietuvos Vyčiu 52ras 
Seimas dėkoja jam uz kalba ir ragina narius sulyg galimybes tame kongrese ak
tyviai dalyvauti.

Since the Rt. Rev. Monsignor John A. Kučingis, Pastor of the Los Angeles Lithu
anian Parish, graciously accepted to act as host of this convention and since 
recently he was elected by the Holy Father to the rank of Domestic Prelate, 
the 52nd Convention of the Knights of Lithuania unanimously expresses its heart
felt thanks to him and congratulates him upon his elevation t o t he high honor 
^conferred upon him by the Church.

Kadangi Prelatas Jonas A. Kučingis, Los Angeles Lietuviu Sv. Kazimiero Parapi
jos Klebonas, maloniai apsiėmė būti šio seimo seimininku ir kadangi paskutiniu 
laiku Šventasis Tėvas ji pakele i prelatus, sis 52ras Lietuvos Vyčiu seimas 
vienbalsiai nutaria jam nuoširdų aciu tarti ir ji pasveikinti uz augsta garbe 
jam Bažnyčios suteikta.

Since the Los Angeles K of L Council 133, through its convention committee and 
its members has so intelligently prepared the 52nd National Convention and has 
so warmly and friendly received the delegates and guests of the convention, 
this National Convention unanimously expresses its sincere gratitude to the 
Los Angeles Council and its president and members for their good-will and 
efforts.

Kadangi Los Angeles Vyčiu 133cios kuopos Seimo Komisija bei nariai, ypač ju 
pirmininkas Leonard Valiukas, taip sumaniai surengė visuotina Vyčiu 52ra Seimą 
ir.taip draugiškai bei nuosirdzisi seimo delegatus ir dalyvius priėmė, sis 
seimas vienbalsiai nutaria širdinga padėkos žodi tarti Los Angeles visai kuop
ai, pirmininkui ir nariams, ir pareiškia jai savo gilu ivertinima uz parodyta 
nuoširdumą bei darbstuma.

The Knights of Lithuania assembled at their 52nd National Convention at,Los 
Angeles are most pleased to have in their midst two esteemed persons who have 
contributed so much of themselves for many years not only to the Knights of 

’Lithuania organization, but also worked, labored, and ministered for the 
Lithuanian Americans in their respective areas, and the greater glory of God.

Therefore, we the delegates of this convention take this opportunity to 
extend our very sincere congratulations to our most.honored and deeply respect
ed Father Edward Abromaitis, Pastor of Holy Cross Church, Chicago, Illinois and 
Father John Jutt, Pastor of St. Casimir’s Church, Worcester, Massachusetts on 
the occasion of their 25th Priesthood Anniversary. May the Almighty bless them 
with good health and strength to continue their work in Christ’s Vineyard 
inspiring and leading us to work for "God and Country".

<
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OFICIALUS SKYRIUS
OFFICIAL NEWS

RULES FOR THE 1965-1966 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

Earn TEN points for each new or re-activa- 
ted member you enroll by JANUARY 31, 1966. 
However the cards must be post-marked and 
received by the National Financial Secre
tary BEFORE February 28, 1966.

Earn SEVEN points for each new or re-acti- 
vated member you enroll during FEBRUARY, 
MARCH & APRIL, 1966.

Earn FIVE points for each new or re-acti - 
vated member you enroll during MAY & JUNE 
1966.

Membership totals will be supplied by the 
S. C. Financial Secretary according to her 
records as of 9-1-65. The Council awards 
will be presented for the greatest percen
tage of increase based on these totals as 
of 9-1-65.
There will be FIVE AWARDS:

(1) Individual in a large Council with 
the most points;

(2) Individual in a small Council with 
the most points;

(3) Council with less than 40 paid-up 
members;

(4) Council with 40 or more paid-up 
members;

(5) District with the greatest number 
of new members.

NOTICE FROM FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Johanna Jakunas, National Financial Se
cretary requests that dues be paid as of 
January 1 to December 31. If a new member 
joins a Council,the dues should be as fol
lows: $4.00 if member joins from

January - March
3.00 April - June
2.00 July - September
1.00 October - December
2.00 Non-Subscribing
6.00 Couple (First Year)

Member record sheets and applications 
for new members are available xvithout char
ge from the Financial Secretary.

"VYTIS” DEADLINE

November issue - deadline October 5
December - deadline November 5
January, 1966. - deadline December 5
February - deadline January 5,1966

SPECIAL NOTICE TO DELINQUENT MEMBERS

Unless your 1965 membership dues are 
received by the National Financial Secy, 
within the next two weeks, this will be 
the last issue of "The- Vytis” you will 
receive.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
It was wonderful after a few years of 

retirement to come to Los Angeles and meet 
you — old friends and new. It was nice to 
meet in the”City of Angels”vjhere the girls 
are not only pretty but their voices were 
sweet and melodious. The singing ejacula
tions were very enjoyable and we could see 
that much local talent was available. We 
saw your beautiful city with smog and with
out smog, and certainly the smog is no prob
lem.

I hold that the National Convention was 
a successful one in its meetings and accom
plishments. It was an orderly meeting and 
the agenda was well handled.New ideas x>zere 
heard .and exchanged. The joint session 
with the Bendruomene, Western Division,was 
a step .in the right direction. More of 
these joint sessions should be held with 
other Lithuanian organizations.

So my dear Knights and Ladies, _we have 
become much enthused with the spirit and

16

feeling of the Convention. We have been 
injected with pride and patriotism and let 
us hope it xtfill last the year. Let this be 
an incentive to carry on and install in us 
more fervent ability and ambition. Let it 
keep us going perpetually so that we can 
replenish our feelings at the next conven- 
t i on.

If I can speak on behalf of the newly 
elected Supreme. Council officers, I would 
like to say thank you for putting your faith 
and trust in us. We will do our best to 
serve and help you. However, please > help 
us too. Do your duties as required and re
quested of you. Cooperate with us in. all 
our requests and suggestions and may God 
Bless us alii

Sincerely,

Al Wesey-Vasiliauskas 
National President
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OFFICIAL

Standing L.to R., J. Drumstas, A. Wesey, 
A. Skirius, W. Svekla. Seated: E.Laurin 
M. Stonis and J. Jakunas.

COMMITTEES

LITHUANIAN AFFAIRS
John Andruska, C116, Worcester

RITUAL
Florence Zaleskas, C17, So.Boston 
Joseph Boley, New York Seniors 
Edward Daniels, C26, Worcester

— - w MA,"' » ,

LITHUANIAN CULTURAL "
Joseph Yanulaitis, Chairman

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Juozas Sadauskas, Mid-Central
Rita Pinkus, New England
Adele Petras, California
Vincent Samaska, Illinois-Indiana
Frank Vaskas, New York-New Jersey

EXECUTIVE BOARD

SPIRITUAL ADVISOR Rev. A. Valančius
C5, Chicago

PRESIDENT Al Wesey-Vasiliauskas

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT

THIRD VICE-PRESIDENT

RECORDING SECRETARY

FINANCIAL SECRETARY

TREASURER

TRUSTEES

LEGAL ADVISOR

G109, Great Neck

Mary Stonis
C29, Newark

Eleanore Laurin
G13, Chicago

Anthony Skirius
C133 Sr.,Los Angeles

Josephine Žukas
C109, Great Neck

Johanna Jakunas
C36, Chicago

Frank Svelnisf
C36, Chicago

Joseph Drumstas
C26, Worcester

Walter Svekla
03, Philadelphia

Konstant Savickas -
C5, Chicago

SPORTS
Andrew Rozger, C19, Pittsburg
Frank Zager, C79, Detroit

BUILDING FUND
Frank Gudelis, C96, Dayton

SCHOLARSHIP (elected in 1963 for a three 
year term) Jack Stukas, C29, Newark, 
Rev.J.Walter Stanievich, G102, Detroit, 
Rev. Michael Tamulevičius, C116, Worce
ster, Rev. John Jutt, C26, Worcester, 
Loretta Stukas, C29, Newark, Anthony J. 
Mažeika, N-Y Seniors, John Daniels, C17 
So.Boston

CONVENTION PRESIDIUM

CHAIRMAN 
CO-CHAIRMEN

SECRETARIES

SGTS-AT-ARMS

Al Wesey-Vasiliauskas 
Jack Jatis 

Joseph Yanulaitis 
Rita Pinkus 

John Jesulaitis 
Vytautas Radzinanas 

Walter Svekla

’’VYTIS” EDITOR L.to R., J. Jesulaitis, R. Pinkus, A. 
Wesey, J. Jatis and J. Yanulaitis.

Irene Šankus 
C112, Chicago

'17 i
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RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
Bernard Vitchus, Rev. Edward Abromaitis 
Rev. John Jutt, Mary Stonis, Vincent 
Samaska

minutes committee
Eleanore Laurin, Joseph Drumstas

MANDATE COMMITTEE
Johanna Jakunas, Annie Mitchell, 

Madeline Druzdis

GREETINGS COMMITTEE
Eleanore Laurin, Eugenia Karpus,Marcel
la Onaitis, Adele Petras

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Al Wesey-Vasiliauskas, Vincent Samaska, 
Frank Zager, Benedict Coach

MANDATS REPORT

SUPREME COUNCIL MEMBERS
Helen Shields (Philadelphia), Mary Sto
nis (Newark), Eleanore Laurin (Chicago) 
Johanna Jakunas (Chicago), Joseph Drum
stas (Worcester), Walter Svekla (Phila
delphia), Alexander Wesey (Great Neck), 
Vincent Samaska (Chicago)

CLERGY
Rev. John Jutt(Worcester), Rev.J.Walter 
Stanievich (Detroit), Rev. Edward Abro
maitis (Chicago),Rev. V.Krisciunevicius 
(Detroit), Rev. Celiesius (Los Angeles)

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rev. John Jutt (Worcester), Jack Jatis 
(Chicago), Annie Mitchell (Elizabeth), 
Frank Vaskas (Newark)

DISTRICTS REPRESENTED (4)
Illinois-Indiana Vincent Samaska
Mid-Central Frank Zager
New England Rita Pinkus

Benedict Coach
New York-New Jersey Frank Vaskas 

Alexander Wesey

18. '■? •

COUNCILS REPRESENTED
(21, including three Senior Councils) 

Cleveland Seniors - Antanas Buknis,Hed
wig Pikturna

New York Seniors - Eugenia Karpus
Los Angeles Seniors - Jonas Puikunas, 

Paulina Petkus, Adele Petras, Juo
zas Andrius, Antanas Skirius, Rev. 
Celiesius

C3 (Philadelphia) - Walter Svekla, Jos
eph Yanulaitis

C5 (Chicago) - Loretta Macekonis
C7 (Waterbury) -Lillian Paulauskas,Mary 

Undraitis
C13 (Chicago) - Rev.E.Abromaitis,Alv£ha 

Montville, Ceceil Kincinas, John 
Jesulaitis

C17 (So. Boston)-Adam Druzdis, Madeline 
Druzdis

C19 (Pittsburg) - Andy Rozger, Marcella 
Onaitis, Stephen Onaitis

C26 (Worcester) - Edward Daniels,Claire 
Grigaitis, Rose Chesna, Chester Du- 
bickas, Virginia Dubickas, Theodore 
Pinkus, Albina Durdulis

C29 (Newark) - Mary Stonis,Louis Stukas 
C36 (Chicago) - Johanna Jakunas
G41 (New York) - Vytautas Radzinanas
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G52 (Elizabeth) -Annie Mitchell
C67 (Bayonne) - Martin Rusgi
C79 (Detroit) -* Frank Zager, Sophie Za- 

ger, Adelina Vitchus, B. Vitchus
C90 (Kearny) - Anthony Skirpstunas, Ed

ward Sha Ikau s ka s
G100 (Amsterdam) - Genevieve Gobis
G112 (Chicago) - Estelle Rogers
0133 (Los Angeles) - Bruno Kątauskas, 

Helen Bartkus, Ann Laurinaitis, Na
talie Radauskas

0139 (Detroit) -Rev.V.Krisciunevicius , 
Theresa Vaitkūnas

GUESTS
Jonas Ladeikis, Carolyn Murphy,Ana Sam- 

sonaite, Richard Laverty, Thomas Unites, 
B. Kaiklius, J.J. Bachunas,J.Jasaitis,Vin
cas Kazlauskas, B. Abromaitis, Leonard Va
liukas, R. Liaudasis, Angele Norbutiene , 
Mrs. J.J.Bielskis, Vyt Lubert, A. Rute, E. 
Switkik, J. Kiskis, A. Ardzienis, A. Mar - 
kevicius, A. Pociūniene, R. Pamatatis, A. 
Mažeika, N. RaveikisJ.Montiezunas, K.Ma- 
tusis, V. Koslauskas, T. Arikenas, Mr. and 
Mrs. Tiknis, Mrs. Miller, Miss Miller, Al.’ 
Gustafas, J. Jurkenis, C. Rusteikis, Casi
mir Chaponis

GREETINGS

WITH CONTRIBUTIONS
Konstant Savickus, Chicago
Felicija Grendal (Hon. Member),

So. Boston
Jack L. Jatis (Hon. Member),Chicago 
Anthony J. Mažeika, New York
Matas Zuyus "Garsas" (Hon. Member),

Wilkes-Barre

ORAL GREETINGS, LETTERS AND TELEGRAMS 
His Eminence J. Francis McIntyre, 

(Archbishop of Los Angeles)
Most Rev. Vincentas Brlzgys, 

Bishop of Kaunas, in exile
Edmund G. Brown, Governor of California 
Samuel W. Yorty, Mayor of Los Angeles 
Juozas Kajeckas, Charge d’affaires, 

Lithuanian Legation, Washington

George Todt and Rev. J.Jutt proudly dis
play their awards to L.Valiukas, RutaLee 
and Ame Kalm, Vice-Pres., Americans for 
Congressional Action to Free the Baltic 
States.

Dr. Julius Bielskis,
Consul of Lithuania, Los Angeles

Rev. Dr. Petras Celiesius,Spiritual Ad
visor G133 on behalf of Rt.Rev.Msgr. 
John Kučingis, Pastor of St. Casimir 
Church, Los Angeles

Lithuanian R.C.Priests League of Ameri
ca, Rev. Edward Abromaitis

Senator Thomas H. Kuchel, California 
Glen Lipscomb, Member of Congress 
A.L.T.S., Antanas Mažeika, Pres. . 
Committee to Restore Lithuanian Inde - 

pendence, A. Mažeika, Jr., Pres.
Lietuviu Romovas Ateitininku Sendraugiu 

Centro Valdyba, Juozas Zadeikis 
Lithuanian American Council, Inc., 

Leonard Simutis, Pres.
Lithuanian American Council,

Anthony Skirius, Pres. ’
Lithuanian Community of the World, 

Joseph Bachunas, Pres.
Lithuanian Community of the U.S.A.,Inc. 

Vincent Kaslauskas, Pres.
Lithuanian Community, Western Division, 

Kostas Laiudanskas, Pres.
Lithuanian Community, Chicago Division, 

Jonas Jasaitis, Pres.
"Lithuanian Days" Editor, A. Skirius 
Lithuanian R.C.Alliance of America, 

Leonard Simutis, Pres.
74th Kuopa L.R.K. Sujunga, L.A.
Council 36, Chicago •
Council 112, Chicago
Dr. Fred Casmir
Jack Stukas
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Tenclinger
Ronald Venis, N.E.District President

AWARDS PRESENTED 
AT LUNCHEON

At the Saturday Luncheon in the Golden 
State Room, the following awards were pre
sented : AMERICANS FOR CONGRESSIONAL ACTION 
TO FREE THE BALTIC STATES AWARD PLAQUE to 
Rev.John C. Jutt, Honorary Chairman of the 
Knights of Lithuania Committee on Lithua
nian Affairs; KNIGHTS OF LITHUANIA CONVEN
TION COMMITTEE AND THE LITHUANIAN COMMUNI
TY OF THE USA, INC., WESTERN DIVISION PLA
QUE to George Todt, columnist of The Los 
Angeles HeraId-Examiner; THIRD DEGREES to 
Anthony Skirius and John Puikunas, both of 
the C133 Seniors.

CONVENTION PANELS

This year two panel discussions were 
presented for the delegates. One panel was 
a round-table discussion on Committees’and 
their respective duties. Eleanore Laurin, 
Membership Vice - President, presided and 
Annie Mitchell, Honorary Member from C52, 
and Benedict Coach of the New England Dis
trict expressed their views. The second 
panel was on the sub ject of the Ritual Com-
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mittee, its duties and functions. Edward 
Daniels of the National Ritual Committee 
led the discussion and presented new ideas 
for the modernization*of the Ritual proce
dures.

RE SULTS 1964 - 1965
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

40 Active Councils were eligible
24 of the above Councils enrolled 1 or 

more new members
9 of the 24 Councils had an overall 

increase
15 of the 24 Councils suffered an 

overall loss

District Results:
Illinois-Indiania
New England 
Mid-Central
New York-New Jersey 
California

Council Awards (For large Councils) 
C112, Chicago - 14.4% increase 
C102, Detroit - 9.5% "
C96, Dayton - 2.8% "

Council Awards (For small Councils)
C13, Chicago - 107.0% increase 
Clll, Youngstown 72.7% "
C61, Patterson 66.7% "

Individual Awards - Large Councils 
Albert Raubiskis, C112, Chicago 
Estelle Rogers, C112, Chicago 
Joseph Chaps, C79, Detroit 
Mary Stonis, C29, Newark

Individual Awards - Small Councils
Rev. Edward Abromaitis, C13, Chicago 
Olga Savitchas, C135, Ansonia 
Adele Laritis, C113, Linden 
Vincent Jakauskas, C12, New York

Special Awards
Stanley Marks, Clll Sr., Youngstown 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Pavis, Clll Srs., 

Youngstown

SUPREME COUNCIL MEETS

Two official Supreme Council meetings 
were held during the Convention. Outgoing 
S.C. Officers and Committee Chairman held 
their last meeting prior to the Convention 
official meetings. Reports were_presented 
and final convention arrangements were 
made.

Immediately after the Closing Banquet, 
the newly-elected Board,committee chairmen 
and others met to discuss plans for the 
coming year. These plans will be present
ed in the near future.

1964-1965 DONATIONS TO THE 
K of L SCHOLARSHIP FU<ND

$200.00 - Illinois-Indiana District
100.00 - Council 26, Worcester, Mass.
82.00 - Council 29, Newark, N.J.

($62, Ind ividua1 Members and
$20, Simon Goodis)

50.00 - Council 7, Waterbury, Conn.
25.00 - K of L Seniors, Cleveland, Ohio

- Council 139, Detroit, Mich.
20.00 - Council 113, Linden, N.J.
13.00 - K of L members, Chicago, Ill.
10.00 - Council 3, Philadelphia, Pa.

- Council 27, Norwood, Mass.
- Council 96, Dayton, Ohio
- Council 100, Amsterdam, N.Y.
- Council 109, Great Neck, N.Y7.

6.00 - Council 25, Cleveland, Ohio 
(Individual Members)

- K of L Seniors, New York, N.J. 
(Individual Members)

5.00 - Martin Rusgi, Bayonne, N.J.
- Jonas Sprainaitis, Paterson, N.J.

2.00 - A.F.Skirius and V.Kazlas, Los 
Angeles, Calif.

"BACK TO THE STICKS IN *66"

Letters of invitation were received from 
Dayton (C96) and Worcester (C26) to hold 
the 53rd National Convention in their re
spective cities. After-much deliberation 
the delegates voted to award the Convention 
to Worcester in 1966.

Eleanore Laurin presents membership awards to: Antanas Buknis, special award 
for the Youngstown Seniors; Rev. E. Abromaitis, award to C-13; and Vyt Lubert 
award for C-112.
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Joseph 
Yanulaitis
4th Degree 
Recipient

and Mr. J. Puikumas.
RITUAL DEG REES 

..........................................     mmmm—

The National Ritual Committee announced 
the presentation of the Fourth Degree to 
Joseph Yanulaitis of C3, Philadelphia, and 
Third Degree Medals to Anthony Skirius,who 
was awarded his degree several years ago, 

-”^nd to John Puikunas, 0133 Srs.

CONVENTION MASSES

Friday — Opening Mass
Our Lady Chapel, Los Angeleą 
Celebrant, Rev. John C. Jutt 

Saturday — Mass for Deceased Members 
Our Lady Chapel, Los Angeles 
Celebrant, Rev. John C. Jutt 

Sunday — Solemn Closing High Mass 
St. Casimir’s Church, Los Angeles 
Celebrant, Rev. Edward Abromaitis 

Deacon, Rev. T.‘Walter JStanie vic h 
SubDeacon, Rev. Victor Krisciunevi- 
cius .
Sermon, Rev. John C. Jutt
Welcome, Rt.Rev. Msgr. John Kučingis, 

Pastor of St. Casimir’s Church

G R ACT OUS HOSTS
C 133 and C133 Seniors"

For their fine efforts, our thanks goes 
to the 52nd National Convention Committee: 
Chairman Leonard Valiukas; Members, Rev. 
Dr. Petras Celiesius, Juozas Andrius, Mrs. 
Helen Bartkus, Ed Bartkus, Miss Stella Ga
liausias, Bruno jCatauskas,Miss Ann Laurin
aitis, Kazimiras Motusis, Mrs. Angela Nor- 
butas, Leo Oksas, Mrs. Natalie Radauskas, 
George^adauskas, Jonas Puikunas, Mrs.Ber
nice Skirius, Anthony Skirius, and Loretta 
Vyčius.

Visitors to Cardinal McIntyre included: 
u.to R., L.Valiukas,E.Laurin,J.Drumstas, 
Msgr. Kučingis, the Cardinal, A. Wesey, 
J.Jakunas and M.Stonis.

K of L VISITS CARDINAL

His Eminence Cardinal McIntyre, Arch
bishop of Los Angeles, extended an invita
tion to the Supreme Council Officers of the 
Knights of Lithuania to visit with him.The 
audience was held Monday, August 9, 1965, 
and the meeting was highlighted by the pre
sentation of a copy of the prayerbook writ
ten by the four young Lithuanian girls in 
Siberia to the Cardinal. He then stated 
that.he would place the prayerbook in the 
special library of rare books at the semin
ary.

JOINT SESSION
WITH BENDROMENE

On Saturday afternoon, the first matter « 
of business on the convention agenda was a 
joint session of the Knights of Lithuania 
and the Lithuanian Community of the USA, 
Inc., Western Division. J.J.Backunas, Pre
sident of Bendruomene; Jack L.Jatis, K of 
L Honorary Member; Al Wesey-Vasiliauskas, 
Convention Chairman; Leonard Valiukas,Pre
sident of C133, Los Angeles; P. Kazlauskas 
Los Angeles Federation President; P.Payura 
President Los Angeles B.A.L.F. all spoke 
at the joint session of the need for more 
unification of Lithuanian organizations.

"VYTIS" THANK YOU

A special ACIU is extended to those who 
assisted us in preparing this issue, espe
cially Eleanore Laurin,who not only served 
as ’’the eyes and the ears" of the "Vytis" 
at the Convention, but on her return acted 
as a translator, writer and consultant.

Our appreciation also to Leonard Valiu
kas who was most helpful.

All photos in this issue, except those 
specifically acknowledged, are the work of 
Mr. L. Kancauskas :of Los Angeles. Those 
wishing reprints of any photos may contact 
the photographer directly:

L. Kancauskas
6671 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood

Please prepay for the photos (50£ each) 
and specify the page and location in the 
"Vytis" of all pictures desired.
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PRE-CONVENTION at UNIVERSAL 
CI'fY.Loš Angeles, Calii.

Early afternoon, Thursday 
a busload of early bird con
ventioneers took the sche- 
duled trip to Hollywood *s 
Universal City.

”Visitors Village”,center 
of special displays and live 
action events,was the first 
stop. Photography enthusiasts 
found many subjects fortheir 
cameras: Annie Mitchell on 
a chariot or Jack Jatis in 
a Model ”T”all unique props 
which many recognized from 
motion pictures and televi
sion shows in which they ori— 
ginally appeared.

For everybody’s delight, 
therewasa live fashion show 
displaying the gowns and 
'costumes worn by the stars 
;of various movies,but don’t 
ask Andy Rozier, Vyt Lubert 
or Tony Buknis about colors 
or styles - they didn’t get 
.past the models’ smiles.

Meanwhile, back at the 
canteen,Ben Coach and Louie 
Stukas waited in line for 
lemonades for the girls.

The group boarded the open; 
air trams,under the guidance 
of Ann Laurinaitis, which 
carried them through the 410 
acre studio grounds.

Included rn the tour were 
sets as a Europeon Village, 
New York street, NewEngland 
Village, the ”ocean”for Mc
Hale’s Navy, the Mississippi, 
Ąlfred Hitchcock’s"Phyecho”

house and the creepy abode 
of "The Munsters". While 
making a stop to visit Cary 
Grant’s on location bunga
low, talent scouts Marty Rus- 
gi and Wally Svekla discov
ered a pretty starlet. It’s 
too bad she was already un
der contract, especially as 
Frank Vaskas was ready to 
scoop every other repor
ted in town with the news.
_ .With a ” good - bye ’J wave 
from Eddie Munster, the 
group returned to the Stat
ler Hilton.

LUNCHEONS
Tlie Friday Luncheon was 

served in the Garden Room, 
,West - with a delicious sea 
ford menu.

At the Saturday luncheon, 
held in the Gold State Room 
special awards were present
ed the Rev. John C.Jutt and 
George Todt.

After Sunday’s Closing 
Mass, a luncheon was held 
at Michael’s Restaurant.

CONVENTION SOCIALS
The social events of the 

convention were officially 
opened with a reception in 
the Garden Room with Leon
hard Valiukas and the Los 
Angeles council members as 
hosts. Not since Chicago, 
a year before, had the 
early arrivals seen one 
another, so excitement and 
warm greetings filled the 

air. Father Jutt, Father 
Abromaitis and Father Ce- 
liesius were busily chat
ting away with old and new 
friends. The nominating 
committee members, Al Wesey 
Vince Samaska, Ben Coach and 
Frank Zager were rounding 
up the nominees for. thePre- 
sidium and the vari ous 
elected officers and commit- 
;tees. And the Los Angeles 
Seniors w ere graciously 
welcoming the old and the 
young K of L’ers.

The Saturday night Ball 
in the Pacific Ballroom was 
an even more exciting social 
event for here, all the de
legates and guests and many 
of the Los Angeles Lithua - 
nians were present. Enter - 
tainment, polka,waltzes and 
table-hopping were the order
of the evening.

Although not everyone was 
present, the special recep-' 
tion preceding the Banquet 
Sunday night was quite the 
highlight. Among the many 
celebraties present were :. 
the beloved pastor of St ._ 
Casimir’s parish in Los An
geles, Rt. Rev. Msgr. John 
Kučingis, William F. Know- 
land, George Todt, Pruden- 
cija Bičkus, our very own 

■movie and TV star, Rūta Lee 
that most charming couple 
Dr. Julius Bielskis and 
Mrs. J. Bielskis, ~ various 
other guests and the Su - 
preme Council officers.

E.Laurin, P.Bičkus, R.Lee, J. Jakunas, L. 
Valiukas were present at the pre-banquet 
reception party.

Rūta Lee, George Todt listen intently as 
Mr. J. Bachunas addresses Saturday’s lun
cheon group.
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Rev. A.Abromaitis has every
one including L.Valiukas and 
Senator Knowland in a happy 
frame of;mind at the Banquet 
(Photo: Paul Jasiukonis)

BANQUET
Tne. official finale was 

the Dinner - Dance in the 
Golden State Room, Sunday 
night. Honored guests were 
Rt.Rev.Msgr. John Kučingis, 
William F. Knowland, Rev . 
John Jutt, Rev. Edward Ab
romaitis, Rev. J. Walter 
Stanievich, Rev. Edward Ab
romaitis, Miss Rūta Lee and 
guest, Mr.and Mrs.Bachunas, 
Miss Helen Shields/ Mr.Al
exander Wesey, Mr. & Mrs. G. 
Todt, Mr.and Mrs.F.Speecher 
Anthony Skirius,Leonard Va
liukas and the representa
tive of Mayor Yorty.

All of the guests were 
pleasureably entertained by 
Mrs.Bernice Skirius and her 
Sextet.'

CONCERT
The cultural event was a 

Concert, star-studded with 
performers. Prudencija Bič
kus, one of the leading Li
thuanian-American sopranos 
of Chicago, thrilled the 
audience with arias from 
several operas,numbers from 
some musicals and a brilliant

Principles of Friday’s Concert graciously accept the 
applause of the audience.

Head table at the banquet included civic, religious 
qnd Lithuanian leaders.

rendition of excerpts from 
Bruno Markaitis, S.J., can
tata ” Bells of Vilnius 
(Vilniaus Varpai).-'

Rimtautas Dabsys,a Lithu
anian-American bassbaritone 
of Los Angeles, delighted 
the music .lovers with folk 
songs in a duet with Mrs. 
Bičkus and the St. Casimir 
Parish Choir of L.Ą. ‘This 
part included numbers by 
Bronius Budriunas,a distin- 
quished Lithuanian-American 
composer and the director of 
the St. Casimir Choir.

The Choir itself gave an 
excellent performance. The 
piano solo by Raimonda Apeik- 
tyte „ and her accompaniment 
for the other performer s 
added to the program.

Mrs. Žibute Nida Brinkis 
was a most capable announ - 
cer for the program.

POST - CONVENTION AT
DISNEYLAND

At one time or another, 
most of the K of L’ers had 
an opportunity to visit 
Disney’s wonderlands. Some 
enjoyed ’'Adventureland’'. An' 
explorer’s boat cruise car
ried them on an exciting 
trip down jungle rivers -—

the misty Amazon, the murky 
Mekong, the hippopatamūš - 
filled water of the Belgian 
Congo and the swirling Nile 
----  what material for Jean 
Gobis and her camera.

In ’’Tomorrowland”, > the 
visitors rode the monorail, 
getting a 2į mile preview 
of the future in city mass 
transportation. However,we 
hear that Adeline and Bernie 
Vitchus enjoyed the high
speed bobsled which carried 
them down the Matterhorn1.

"Fantasyland” was a site 
Ceil Kincie and Beana Mont- 
ville just couldn’t miss-#. 
They soared aloft with Dumbo 
the flying elephant and be
low, in once of the wonder 
lands,they could barely make 
out the faces of Adam and 
Madeline Druzdis and Marcel
la and Steve Onaitis.

Many who took the trip to 
"Frontierland" just had to 
ride the mine train, others 
viewed the days of Early 
America on the river boats , 
or as Joe Yanulaitis on a 
log raft which also took him 
to Tom Sawyer’s Island.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Rusgi, Svekla, and Stukas 

took over the social enter
tainment in behalf, of NY-NY 
until the "professior als", 
Chippo Chaponis and Charlie, 
Rusteika arrived. Everybody 
had to stop and visit them* 
at least onęė/a day for re
freshments , and for what was 
even more important,to find 
out if Joe Sable and John 
Tratulis had arrived. Were 
Rita and Ted Pinkus keeping 
them as a surprise for the 
birthday party they held 
for Mary Stonis? No, they 
didn’t appear there either.! 
Leonard Valiukas’Host Suite
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E. Laurin celebrates her birthday with a 
party given by friends at the Convention.

Friends visit with former New 
Ann Laurinaitis.

Jerseyite

was open at all times but 
nobody saw them there. In 
fact, Lillian Paulaskas and 
Mary Undraitis were assign- 
;ed to the case, but failed 
.to find Joe or John.

Mr. and Mrs.Skirius host
ed a swinging-singing party. 
Chicagoans Estelle Rogers & 
Loretta Macekonis thought 
that Claire Grigaitis and 
Rose Chesna should come to 
the Mid-West and join their 
K of L Choir,. Of course,Ed 
Daniels didnTt miss the op
portunity to audition also.
The final get-together of 

the Convention week-end was 
the Sunday night ” Eleanore 
Laurin Birthday Party ” and 
” The Worcester Farewell ”. 
Ann Laurinaitis, Natalie 
Radauskas and Helen Bart

kus were kept busy making 
more and more sandwiches 
as Joe Drumstas kept eatingi 
them. George Radauskas, 
Ed Bartkus and Bruno Katau- 
skas and our instant bar
tender, Jack Jatis, were 
busier than the famous one 
armed paper hangers. With 
all the personalities pre
sent at this event, Miss 
Personality herself, Helen 
Shields had to act as hos
tess ex-officio.

But this was not the last 
of Convention birthday par
ties. The'’next one was a 

candle affair for Louie 
Stukas in San Francisco . 
But this time only six were 
left to do the ' serenading— 
Joan Jakunas, Gerry Kern/ 
Eleanore Laurin, Joan Lun

ch, Marty Rusgi and Wally 
Svekla.
While all this was going 

on, . Helen Shields was hav
ing a hard time leaving LA. 
Her plane conked - out just 
after take-off and had to 
return with quite a recep
tion of fire engines, wfoam 
trucks and ambulances. In 
fact her brief stopover for 
change of planes in Chicago 
ended up with an overnight 
stay/

The last ’’Happy Birthday” 
strains were echoed for Jerry 
Jesulaitis the last weekend 
.of August, when Leonard Va
liukas invited Chicagoans 
for a get - together at the 
PalmerHouse in’ Chicago dur
ing a two day stopover on his 
way to Washington, D.C.

JVoles
The Lithuanian Affairs report present

ed by Rev. John Jutt at the convention 
will be printed in full in the next issue 
-of the ’’VYTIS”.

OUf PTinter's vacation schedule 
the October Anniversary issue ofthe VYTT<! 
will be delayed. However, everyone will 
received their copy before tlws end of 
the month.

24,

Ko/ L Calendar
OCTOBER 2 - Supreme Council Meeting 

Newark, N.J.

OCTOBER 2 •- C29, Newark, N.J., Banquet 
50th Anniversary of C29 
St.. George's Hall, Newark

OCTOBER 10 - C36, Chicago, Ill.,Banquet ! 
50th Anniversary of C36 
K of L Bldg., Chicago

NOVEMBER 13 - Mass-Meeting Rally
Madison Square Garden, N.Y. 
Sponsored by the Committee 
to Restore Lithuanian Inde
pendence (CRLI) ’
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