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SHARING IN
THE CHRISTIAN
EASTER
EXPERIENCE

In the Vatican Museum there is a long corridor
containing an exhibition of tombstones, yes, tomb-
stones. On one side are displayed examples of pagan
art and on the other there are samples of Christian
art dating from the age of the Catacombs.

On the pagan stones can be seen carvings of
swords and shields and almost on every one there is
the word “Vale” (Farewell). On the Christian tomb-
stones are found engravings of the cross or a wreath
or a fish or, at times, the figure of the Good
Shepherd. On one stone there is the following in-
seription in Latin; “Alexander is not dead, but lives
above the stars”.

The contrast between the pagan and the Christian
attitude towards death is striking. The pagans con-
sidered death as an ending, both of life and of every-
thing else. The Christians, on the other hand, saw
death as a beginning, as an entrance to a new life, a
different life, a higher life.

Each year on Easter morning this same Christian
attitude towards death is revived and strengthened
and illuminated by the celebration of the Resurree-
tion of the Lord. The empty tomb in which Christ had
lain for three days did not and does not have the in-
seription “Vale” (Farewell) on the erumbled entrance
stone.

That first Easter morning the closest followers of
Christ, not only the Apostles but the holy women as
well, were blessed with what might be called the
“Easter experience”.

After the initial confusion and doubt at the sight of
the empty tomb, the wondering, wandering Apostles
Peter and John were dumbfounded to hear to exited
Mary Magdalen tell them that the Messiah was alive,
that she had seen Him and even talked with Him that

“er

morning. And quicker than it takes to dot an “i”, they

remembered Christ’s words, became convinced of

this astounding truth and believed that Christ had
truly risen. It took several days before all the
Apostles and disciples underwent this Easter ex-
perience. Thomas the Doubter was apparently the
last to become convinced, but his heartfelt words:
“My Lord and my God!” became the proof that led
billions to believe in Christ.

The Easter experience that permeated the minds
and hearts of the original followers of Christ was
meant to be shared by all Christians till the end of
time... this means by you and me at this moment of
time in 1979.

This experience of the truth that “Christ has died,
Christ is risen, Christ will come again” is an act of
faith, not in those words as such, but in Christ Him-
self.

To understand this more clearly we must realiza
that there is a great difference between everyday,
human faith and the special, gift-of-God supernatural
or divine faith. The truth of the Resurrection of
Christ can be accepted on human faith in historieal
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records written down by human writers. The Gospels
contain such history, hard facts, eye-witness
testimony. But the Easter experience we are talking
about does not come from history or human
testimony, but directly from God. We must possess
the historical facts, but we use them as stepping
stones towards an act of Faith™ in Jesus. Belief in the
facts of history does not produce in us the Easter ex-
perience.

Sharing in the Easter experience means believing
a DIVINE testimony, believing in Christ, the Person
who was-truly God and truly Man. It means recog-
nizing Him in the “breaking of the bread”, as hap-
pened to those disciples on their way to Emmaus. It
means accepting the total Christ, Man and God, His
example and His teaching, His commands and even
His wishes.

Therefore, the Easter experience cannot be tulips,
bunnies, spring time and colPred eggs.

Not,one of the . Apostles and closest friends of Jesus
actually saw Him rise from the dead or leave the
tomb. However, on that first Easter Sunday morning
‘and on subsequent days, they did see Him, walk and
talk with. Him, eat with Him, see Him perform
miracles. Day after day the Easter experience grew
within them: the firmest conviction, the unshakeable
knowledge that Christ who had died on the Cross was
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alive, was with them and would not die again. The
Easter experience of the Apostles was based on
Faith, fiot history.

Through our Baptism we receive a precious glft
from God — the Faith, which is the key that unlocks
for us a share in the “Resurrection of Christ” ex-
perience preached by the Apostles. If by our un-
wavering Faith in Jesus Christ we are prepared and
determined to conform our minds and hearts, our
lives and actions to His, we will discover within our-
selves that joyous, glorious Easter experience which
Christ wants us to have. This rededication of our-
selves to the Risen Lord will inspire us with a more
perfect fidelity to His Person, to His Words, to His
Church, to His Sacraments... in a word, to the total
Christ.

Perhaps, at this point, we can understand more
clearly why the Sunday of the Resurrection of Our
Lord is the basic and fundamental solemnity-of the
whole Catholic Church calendar. This feast brings us
face to face with the entire life, the death and Resur-
rection of the whole Christ. It provides an opportu-
nity to make a total commitment to Qur Saviour, His
teachings and His Church.

Our response to Christ on Easter morning, there-
fore, should be whole-hearted, unconditional, zealous,
like that of the Apostles and first disciples. We, too,
are His disciples and are counted among His closest
friends with whom the Risen Lord desires to share
HIS RESURRECTION EXPERIENCE.

Fr. A. A. Jurgelaitis, O.P.

It is my wish and my prayer that all Knights of
Lithuania, their families and friends share in the
Christ-centered Easter experience of deeper Faith in
Him, of stronger Love for Him and of a livelier Hope
in His victory over sin and death.

A happy, holy Easter Season to all!

Fr.A A.J.,0Q.P.
Spiritual Advisor, Supreme Council

from your
SUPREME COUNCIL
OFFICERS
and the.
“VYTIS' STAFF



Miusu téviskés misku ir upiy paziba —

Kadugiai, zilvi€iai.

Kai mergaités namo grizo su paSventinta verba —
Jais kvepéjo grycios.

Verda vasSkas. Sesé raSo spilkute —
Bus graZiy margudéiu!

Bus Velykos su purienomis raiste,
Su pirmom Zzibutém.

Sventa ugni namo nesSa kempine
Paaugliai vaikudéiai.

Broliai stato palei svirna supynes,
Supsis uéia, udia...

LAISVOJE

LIETUVO.JE

D. Mickuté-Mitkiené

Saulei tekant, skamba giesmeés ir varpai,
Aida neSa veéjas.
Kélés Kristus! Buvo mires tik trumpai —
Mirti nugalejes!

Dziaugsmo eisenos Sventoriuose linksmai
Plaukia, tartum upés,

Jom Sventyklos — musy VieSpaties Namai
Triskart apsisupe.

Dunda vieskeliai, keleliai ir takai,
Griztandiy — be skaiéiaus. ’
Namuos like ir seneliai, ir vaikai,
Laukia velykaiéiy.

Kai pavasarj vél keliasi gamta,
PuoSiasi jaunyste,

Teviskéle, nors Siandiena pavergta —
Kelsis vél, kaip Kristus!

1977.111.27



Let’s unite— heart
and soul. Easter is the
season of unequalled
spiritual warmth. It’s the
time for all men to
reflect on the miracle of
that morn— to face
each day with faith.

'MSGR. JOHN SCHARNUS, PASTOR

HOLY TRINITY LITHUANIAN CHURCH
Newark, New Jersey




SVIESUS ATSIMINIMALI!

VELYKOS LIETUVOJE

Vytautas Dambrava

Nuo apyausrio dundéjo sunkiis vario bugnai. Jie
budino Zmones, kélé ramiai sau snaudusi pavasari. Ju
garsas pasitiko ir baZnyéion beskubanéius: vaZiuo-
jantieji dar greiéiau suragino arklius, pievuy takeliais
ar paupiais traukiantieji — Zingsni paspartino.

Jau brésko. Bugnai tilo.

REZUREKCIJA

BaZnycioje pilna Zmoniy. Daugelis visa nakti ¢ia
praleido, budédami ir laukdami. Ten, prie Salutinio
altoriaus, stovéjo uniformuoti vyrai, suvyniotas
Kristus, o virsuj, gélése, skendo Svendéiausiasis...

Pro plaédiai atidarytas baZny¢ios duris nesulaikomai
verzési Zzmoniy sroveé. Prie altoriaus neramiai suki-
néjosi vaikai, dairydamiesi tai i karste prisikélimo
laukiantj Visagali, tai i zakristijos duris, tai vargonus,
kurie atrodé lus, nebeisSlaikydami choristy ir visos
apylinkés muzikanty, susinesSusiu dudas, klarnetus ir
smuikus, kad tik “visokia dvasia galétu pagarbinti
prisikélusi VieSpati”.

Ir kai nuskambéjo varpelis, Zilagalvis kunigas,
apsisiautes sniego baltumo kapa, nuskubeéjo prie
Kristaus. Zmonés, kaip vienas, siubteléjo ton pusén.
Veél, kaip kiekvienais metais, vienam buvo paduota
nesti mirti nugaléjusio Kristaus stovyléelé, kitam
kryzius, perjuosta raudona stula, trecéiam Velyky
zvake... '

Kunigas prisiartino prie altoriaus. Keletas aki-
mirksniu ir jis, laikydamas monstrancija rankose,
atsisuko | Zmones.

Prisikélimas!

“Linksma Diena mums nusvito,
Visi troskom dZiaugsmo Sito: (@&
Kélés Kristus, mirtis krito,
Aleliuja, Aleliuja, Aleliuja...”

VELYKU VARPAI

Ir niekad, rodos, nejuto senasis varpininkas tiek
savy jégos, kiek Si ryta. Lyg ja savo rankose buty
laikes... Lyg jis butu daves Zenkla nubust rytui, at-
gimti pavasariui, ¢éiulbéti paukSéiams ir visas pievas
saulés spinduliais nuZerti...

Varpu gaudimas ir Prisikélimo giesmé, uZtvindé
dziaugsmu visy Sirdis. Sioji galingoji giesmé, kuri
verZzési giliai iS Zmoniy krutiniy, kuri gaudé vargo-
nais, skambéjo trimitais, verké smuikais... Procesijai
iSslinkus Sventorium giesmés ritmui pritaré ir
trenksmininkai bugnai. UZ varpinés sproginéjo pa-
raku uzZtaisytos berZo kaladés... Sventoriuje sveikino
procesija tekanéios saulés spinduliai...

Giesmés ZodZiais Zmonés guodési ir raminosi. DaZ-
nas nesuprasdavo, ko jam visu kinu eina Siurpas, ko
rieda skruostais aSaros, ko liudna ir ko graudu Sioje
linksmybés ir pergalés procesijoje? Taciau kiekvie-
nas jusdavo, jog Sios aSaros yra ne sielvarto, bet
dZiaugsmo ir vilties aSaros.

Ir kada procesija, apéjusi treéia karta apie Sven-
toriy, grizdavo baZnyc¢ion, visi nuSvitusiais veidais
klausydavosi AuSrineés, paskui MiSiy pamokslo — ir
velykiniy giesmiy.

Po prisikélimo pamaldy lietuviai pasipildave. i
Sventoriy, spausdami pazistamyjy rankas, o Sypsena
dar labiau nuskaidrindavo jau aukstai pakilusi pava-
sario saulute.
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Jaunimas nebeiSlaikes skubédavo prie veZimuy,
ieSkodavo Siene suslépty ivairiaspalviu marguéiy ir
¢ia pat, kalendami j dantis, tikrindavo, kieno stipres-
nis. Vyresnieji dar klupinéjo prie Soninio altoriaus,
ieSkodami pasventinty rysuléliy su velykiniu valgiu...

Po valandélés visais keliais riedédavo vezZimai, veél
takais ir takeliais pasiSokinédami griZzdavo vaikai...

Jau i§ tolo jiems Sviesdavo kaimo sodybos, baltuo-
davo smeliu Svieziai nubarstyti takeliai, akj trauk-
davo sutaisytos lysveés...

VELYKU STALAS

Trobos vidus blizgédavo. Namuose laukdavo balta
drobe uZtiestas stalas, o ant jo velykiniai valgiai — su
tradiciniu kumpiu, su parsiuku, paukstiena, skaniai
kvepianéiais pyragais ir kitais skanumynais. O vaikuy
akys nenuslysdavo nuo kiskio dovany — margudéiu.

Paslakséius Svestu vandeniu Velyky stala, sukal-
béjus malda, pasidalinus Sventintu valgiu, visi sés-

davo prie stalo i8kilmingy pusry¢iu. Cia pat prasidé-
davo ir margu¢iy musimas. Po ilgo gavénios pasniko
visi valgydavo tiek, kiek tik Sirdis troksta. Ypa¢ me-
gindavo neatsilikti su kumpiu, kad trecia diena liktuy

tiktai kaulas, kurj, nune$us galulaukeén, galima buty

zemen uZzkasti, nes kitaip, pagal gyva prietara, va-
sara ledai galéty javus iSdauzyti.

LINKSMYBES

Po - pusry¢iu prasidédavo Kkitos nesuskaitomos
linksmybés. Ypaé jaunimui. Vieni. musé kiauSinius,
ieSkodami stipriausio, kiti jais mainikavo, ritinéjo
arba plukdé loveliuose ant eZero... Kiti skubéjo |
kluonus ar sodus pasisupti itaisytose supynése. La-
launinku buriai eidavo per kaimus, su giesmém ir
dainom, viliodami kiau$inius, merkdami aki mergi-
nom, krésdami iSdaigas... Visais kaimais skambeédavo
‘dainos, muzika ir juokas...

8

I pavakarj atbildédavo veZimas su mar$komis uz-
dengtu kubilu vandens. Smalsuoliy buriai sekdavo
paskui veZima, praSydami parodyti, kas yra kubile.
Tada veZéjai nuimdavo nuo kubilo marskas ir,
paseme kauSa vandens, Siupteklédavo... Kiek budavo
tada juoko. Ir niekas nepykdavo. Zinodavo, kad dau-
giausia vandeniu aplietas turés gera sveikata, susi-
lauks Dievo palaimos... '

Saulei pasislépus, dar ilgai lietuviSkas kaimas
dziugaudavo, o senieji kalbédavosi apie nauja séja,
nauja vasara ir nauja derliy...

ok ok

Kokie Sviesls praeities atsiminimai. Siandien Ve-
lykos Lietuvoje neturi anos linksmybés, taéiau jos
lieka tautai didzioji Vilties Sventé. Velykos kasmet
kartoja, jog kanéia mus lydi kryZiaus keliu | prisike-
lima.

Tad — Aleliuja!

“LAIKAS”

e

h;>to R. Kisielius



THE CHRONIC COMPOUND
IMPAIRMENT OF ZEAL

The Anniversary of Seventy-five Years of Powered
Flight was highly celebrated around these parts.
What with the Wright Brothers being homme folks and
all.

My husband, Joe, who is an Aerospace Engineer,
spent three days at the Air Force Museum studying
the history of Aviation.

One night he talked me into going to a big dinner
with him. I learned a lot of things from the guest
speakers.

One of the things I learned about was the Chronic
Compound Impairment of Zeal. That’s how scientists
and engineers talk. They didn’t fool me for a minute.

I got to thinking how this would apply to an orga-
nization like the Knights of Lithuania.

This phenomenon can happen to any of us. For
many different reasons.

Sometimes it makes people stop coming to meet-
ings. Sometimes they even quit the club. Whole
councils disappear.

Otherwise, it just causes members to sit around
and do very little.

They’ve been at the drawing board too long. No
matter what they design on paper — it doesn’t work
in the air.

Too many times, they worked very hard and
somebody else got the credit.

Too many times, they worked very hard and no-
body noticed.

Too many times, they worked very hard and only
received criticism. Out of 100 good deeds, they made
one little mistake and everybody remembered the
mistake.

Too many times, the leaders have been in office too
long. They are working in a stagnant atmosphere. It

makes the other members lazy and lethargic. A
brand new set of officers and chairmen can bring in

new ideas and give others a chance for some glory.-

This stirs up the air and everybody wakes up.

In a small group, let everybody play musical chairs
and change places regularly. Let the member who is
highly critical get his chance to “do things right”.

Whoever thought up the ruling that the Executive
Board of the Supreme Council change every three
years was very astute. Let us all do likewise.

The VYTIS is a fine place to give everybody a pat
on the back. Does your council have a good reporter
who goes out of the way to dig up the good deeds of
your members every month? Next month, they’ll try
even harder. That’s how things get done.

In a larger group, often everybody breaks up into
cliques. This ean be disastrous. Chronic Compound
Impairment of Zeal can set in very quickly. It’s like
building rocket ships out of cement. Projects can
never get off the ground.

If you are a member of a clique — just for the heck
of it — go over and talk to somebody else at the next
meeting. Give them a hug. Maybe even a little kiss on
the cheek. Who cares? Aren’t we all Lithuanians?

Our cause is too big for pettiness. Let’s learn how
to say “I'm sorry” and “thank you” very, very often.
We need each other. We need to work together. We
need lots of zeal!

That’s what the man said! By Jupiter! (Er — I
mean Perkiinas) I think we're going to make it!

Aldona Ryan
Vice President of Membership
Council #96, Dayton, Ohio
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Ed Note: The following is written both “tongue in
cheeck” — and a bit seriously, as a tribute to all who,

in spite of thewr lack of a command of pure Lithua-
nian, did nonetheless keep some semblance of the

language alive. Read on — we'’re sure you'll ALL
wdentify with a good part of these “memories”.

JZangos budu reikalinga paaiSkinimas. Kaip jvai-
riose Lietuvos vietovése nuo seniausiu laiky iSsivysté
skirtingos tarmes, daiktu pavadinimai ir iSsireisSki-
mai, taip ¢ia Amerikoje kas panaSaus ivyko, ypaé
Pennsylvanijos mainose — angliu kasyklose. DaZnai
atsitinka, kad tulas lietuvis atvaziaves i §i rajona

~sunkiai susikalba su vietiniais, o vietiniai vargiai su-
pranta ateiv\i. Ir abu vadinasi lietuviais. Nevienas ¢ia
gimes jauciasi kaZkaip nuskriaustas, kad jo kalba
neatitinka ateiviy kalbai. Galvoja arba jis neiSmoko
lietuviu kalbos, arba Sie sveciai nelietuviai. Iki Siol jis
skaitési esas geras “lietuvys”, nes geru lietuviy
sunus.

Mainieriai iSmargino savo Snekta pasisavintais
jvairumais, kad yra maZne negalima Svariai kalban-
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¢lam juos suprasti. Jeigu Lietuvoj vilniskiui yra
sunku susikalbéti su kupiskieiu, tai ¢ia daug didesnis
vargas.

Ngrs stuboj mameé vis liepdavo mums 3nekéti lie-
tuviskai, iSbége i stryta prisirinkdavome tiek sveti-
muy zodZiy i$ frenty ir badZiy, kad mamé kartais ne-
suprasdavo ka Snekame. Visgi, biski po biski, mamé
priprato prie tu ZodZy ir ilgainiui pati pradéjo juos
juzyti. Papé grei¢iau priprato prie miisy Zargono, nes
mainose iSgirsdavo daug kity kalbu: lenky, italy,
ungary, na, ir amerikonuy.

Kaip tan bebita, nuostabu, kad iki Siai dienai, té-
vams seniai mirus, daug musy amZininky, kad ir $lu-
buodami, tarpusavyje susiSneka savotiska lietuviu

-kalba. Tai jrodo, kad jy mislyjimas pasiliko lietuvis-

kas, nors kai kurie Snektos ZodZiai svetimi. Jdomu,
kad senstanéiuose ima reikstis tam tikras atgimimas
ir pavéluotas doméjimasis patraijyti éysciau Snekéti
lietuviskai. Ir kai kas pamokina kaip pafiksyti mistei-
kus, jie neuZsigauna ir nefylina insaltinti. Kai kur net
sugalvoja geimus vienas kita klausinédami kaip rei-
kia Sita ar ana tinksa vadinti lietuviskai: '

Man atrodo, kad daugumoje muths padéjo islikti
“lietuviais”, kad ir luoSais, neatlyZtinis tévu spaudi-
mas stuboj visad Snekéti lietuviskai ir net traijyti
skaityti lietuviskai. Be abejo daug padéjo ir siunti-
mas subatomis i lietuviu Skile, kur vargamistra, kurj
vadindavome profesoriumi, mokydavo skaityti i$



elementoriaus. Kitu tyéerkuy nebuvo. Klebonas mo-
kydavo lietuviSku poteriy, katekizmo ir kaip eiti spa-
viedies. ISmokom ir poteriauti MiSias i$ lietuviskos
maldaknygés. Galéciau bedyti, kad ir Siandie dar yra
tokiu motery, kurioms nereikéjo eiti i vaiska ir kurios
neiSsimuvino i didelius miestus, jei parapijoj dar yra
lietuvis kunigas, kurios temoka spaviedotis tik lietu-
viSkai. Fer Siiir, jos nemoka kaip pasakyti griekus
angelskai. Joms tikrai nebuty yzy eiti spaviedies ki-
toj bazny¢ioje.

Dél tévu nesiverzimo i anglu kalba, mes iSlikom
“lietuviais”. Bet augimas tokiose aplinkybése nebuvo
fanés. Tuoj po stardavimo eiti i $kile, tévai many-
davo, kad vaikai su sykiu gali visur susikalbéti an-
gelskai. Jeigu jiems reikéjo eiti i banka, pas daktara,
arba sapytl 1 koki Stora, tévai vesdavosi paprastai
vyrlau51a vaika tlumodiumi. Nevermai, kad tik tetu-
réjo astuonerius ar devynerius metus. Jis jau eina i
skule! Kiek ¢ia susxdarydavo koroneés ir vaikiskos
sarmatos. Kiek klany aSary islieta! Mamé pakuzdom
akina pasakyt sélzmonui, kad praisas per brangus ir
liepia paprasyti, kad gal galetu biski numusti. Sar-
matinuosi prasyti, o mameé vis baksi alkiine ir kartoja
papraSyti. Derékis jei dristi. O jeigu nemoki kai ka
pasakyti, mamei buvo tiesiog nesuprantama, ka mes
veikiame visa diena Skiléje.

Viena subatos vakara, jau buvau iSsiprauses medi-
niame céberyje, kai mame sugriebé gumbas. Netu-
rejo kur détis. Ji ekspleinino man kokiy jai reikia i3
drugstorio, ji saké — aptiekos — Zoliuy, kurios, pagal
susiedka, yra gera liekarsta ne tik nuo gumbo, bet ir
nuo visko.

— Bék, stuneli, ir parnesk tu Zoleliu. — Bégti bég-
¢iau, bet a$ tu Zoliuy i$ viso nepaZistu ir nemoku kaip
jas pavadinti angelskai. Vietinis aptiekorius prusas ir
lietuviSkai nesupranta. Mamé prisiminé, kad greti-
mame miestelyje yra lietuviSska aptieka. Turéjau
greitai apsirengti ir vaZiuoti strytkariu ieSkoti lietu-
visko drugstorininko. Lauke tamsu ir kad pila tai
pila. UZsimoviau raberiais, kad nesuspoily¢iau Siusu,
uzsivilkau reinko¢iu ir pasiémes ambrela iStraukiau i
stryta, kur buvo strytkario rélés. Nedaug buvo ¢ééso,
nes aptieka uZsidaré kaip deSimts. I$éjes pro duris,

ii il lEﬂ\IIl T8
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patamsyje uZmyniau katinui ant kojos. Sis paléides

riksma taip mane iSgasdino, kad beveik nenusiver-
¢iau porcéiy stepsais. Visus kaulus buéiau subreikines.
Einant saidvoku visur buvo baly, o prie stryto kampuy
buvo daug apsemtuy viety, taip kad perdZiumpyti
butu labai sunku. Stryto lempos nedaug davé Sviesos
ir nebuvo galima Zinoti kaip gilus vanduo. Kai stojau,
vanduo pusiau keliy! Prisémiau abu Siasus ir raberiai
ni¢nieko nehelpino. SusSlapo panéiakos ir kojos.
Zliugséjo Zengiant. Tamsoje ir tokiame lietuje, kur tu
stosi ar sési nusiauti Sitsus ir i$pilti vandeni? Gerai,
kad nebuvo labai Salta.

Nuvaziaves | nepaZistama miesta, iSlipau i$ stryt-
kario ir paZiopsojes pasiklausiau ir susiradau lietu-
viska drugstori. Nebuvo jokio trabelio gauti liekarsty
ir, pasiglemzZes baksiuka po katu, strytkariu vaZiuoju
namo. Raidas atgal buvo daug malonesnis, nes lietus
pradéjo apstoti ir pagaliau visai sustapino. Béje,
dabar jau nerupejo, kad pamirSiu liekarsty varda,
kuri vaziuodamas buvau kartojes be perstojimo kaip
poterius. Radau mame dar skausmihgai kené¢ianéia.
Raidaviai émiaus paruosti jai pagalbos pagal jos nu-
rodymus. UZkaiéiau arbatos i§ parveztuy Zoliy pirma
graziai iSploves ¢ainyka, kuri vis laikydavome su ru-
siSka arbata ant peéiaus lentynos. Mamé uZgeére
gurksnij kita karstutélés zoliy arbatos be cukraus, be
medaus, be nieko. AS palaikiau jai torielkute, kad
nenubégty arbatos ant dresés. Mamé iSbaigé puo-
duka ir atgulé ant lonéés. Pasédéjau prie mameés iki
skausmas atsligo. Buvo aiSku, kad liekarstos pama-
¢ina. Mamé, kiek atsigavus, saké, kad fylina daug
geriau ir jeigu reikés dabar galés pati po adynos
uzsivirinti daugiau arbatos. Labai graZiai padékojo uz
pasliZinima ir liepé eiti gultu, nes jau labai vélu, o ryt
anksti | bazny¢éia. Nusiaviau Siusus, iSkraéiau likuéius

vandens | sinka ir Slapias panéiakas padzZioviau uz

peéiaus, kad per nakti iSdZiutu. Pasakes mamei
gudnait, basinyé¢ia nuraninau ant antro flioro. Skubé-
damas, prie lovos paslydau ant karpetukés ant kli-
jonkiniy padlagu ir vos susigriebiau nepuoles. Palin-
dau po blankietais ir persizegnojes greitai ir giliai uz-
migau. Net negirdéjau kaip sieninis dziegorius
apacioj iSzvanijo dvylika.

Stasys B, Vajéaitis, -
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LITHUANIAN DAY AT THE
PA STATE CAPITAL

The Senator admires gift of “Margudciai. Rita Shevokas escorts two
of her dancers to their positions for the next dance number.

o : i/ t: ‘ % 4 ‘.- -

At the official proclamation in Harrisburg are from left: Anne.
Roman (C-146), Eleanor Vaicaitis (C-144), Senator Joseph E.
Gurzenda, Jr., Stanley Vaicaitis, Cultural Chairman, John Koons
(C-144), Governor Milton J. Shapp, Carol Grabauskas (C-146),
Monsignor Joseph Neverauskas (C-144), Elsie Kosmisky (C-144),

Mary Koons (C-144), Joseph Mackalonis (C-146) and Clem Kosmisky
(C-144).

Schuylkill Lithuanian Singers and C-144 Junior Knights perform at
State Capitol, Harrisburg, PA.
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February 16 was officially pro-
claimed Lithuanian Independence
Day in Pa. The idea was suggested
by Stanley P. Vaicaitis, our
National Cultural Chairman, to
State Senator, Joseph E. Gur-
zenda, Jr. The senator concurred
with the proposal and presented
the proclamation prepared by him
for the governor’s signature. As
one of his last official acts,
Governor Milton J. Shapp signed
the document January 10, 1979, in
the presence of K of L. represen-
tatives from Anthracite Council
144 and Harrisburg Council 146.

In observance of Lithuanian In-
dependence Day, a program of
Lithuanian folk dances and songs
was presented at the State Capitol
in Harrisburg, on Feb. 13. The
concert, performed by the Schuyl-
kill Lithuanian Choral Group,
made up mostly of K of L-ers of
C-144, took place on the grand
marble staircase in the rotunda of
the Capitol. The group was di-
rected by Stanley Vaicaitis.

The second portion of the pro-

‘gram comprised five Lithuanian

folk dances, performed by the
Junior Knights of Lithuania of
Anthracite Council 144, under the
directorship of Rita Shevokas of
New Philadelphia. The singers and
dancers, dressed in traditional
Lithuanian costumes, made a
colorful contrast against the clean
white marble of the grand stair-
case.

Senator Joseph Gurzenda, Jr.
welcomed the performers, thanked
them for their presentations and
encouraged all ethnic groups to
preserve their individual heritages
and faithfully transmit them to
their progeny.

Two of the Jr. Knights, in behalf
of all participants, presented the
Senator with a %Hasket of Easter
eggs (Margudiai) artistically
etched in Lithuanian motifs by
Mrs. Anne Morgalis of Minersville.
The Senator in turn autographed
souvenir booklets for each of his
young constituents.
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SaldZiausios Sirdies kapinése, Lawrence Massa-
chusetts, vos keliolika Zingsniy nuo varty, stovi ant
kapo nedidelis juodo granito antkapis su jrasu:

Cia ilsisi Mykolas Norkiinas, Lietuvos Vyéiy
kuréjas ir pirmasis Pirmininkas. Per 38 metus jy
nenuilstamas vadas, lietuvybés Zadintojas, nuosir-
dus draugas ir mylimas tévas. Gimé 1869 m.
gruodzio 1 d. Miré 1951 m. balandZio 1 d. AmZina
atilsi suteik jam, Vie3patie.

Kazin ar uzklysta kas i ta tyly kampeli? Ar sustoja
kas pabendrauti bent valandéle, su tuo MilZinu, kaip
GARSAS pavadino ji jam mirus, misy brangaus
tévynainio karstai degusia lietuviska dvasia, kuri dar
ir dabar turbut gaubia jojo ZemiSkus palaikus.

Tuoj po jo mirties, buvo rupintasi surasti jam §il-
tesne vietele, arciau lietuviu, kuriems jis paaukojo
visas savo jégas. Buvo kalbama ir ieSkoma vietos jo
kinui kitur, kur jo vardas buty daZniau minimas, kur
jis i§ savo kapo i brolius lietuvius galéty dazniau pra-
bilti. Patogesnéje vietoje jo kapas galéty buti jkve-
pimo ir stiprybés Saltinis. Pastaéius dar tinkama
paminkla, jo kapas taptu viena Amerikos lietuviy
Sventoviy. Tokia kryptimi daug kas rimtai galvojo.

Buvo minimos trys vietos: Marianapolis, Naujoje
Anglijoje, seseliu vienuolynas ir $v. Kazimiero kapi-
nés Chicagoje. Marianapolio idéja dauguma rémé.
Erdvi, grazi vieta, tais laikais daZnai lietuviy
lankoma ir ne per toli nuo savuyju. Cia butu buve
lengviau ir Seimos sutikima gauti. Dél seseliy vie-
nuolyno, neperseniai isiktrusio, buvo klausimas apie
jo pastovuma. Jo padétis dar nenusistovéjusi. Tinka-
miausios lietuviSskos kapinés Amerikoje ir pastoviau-
sia vieta buvo $v. Kazimiero kapinés Chicagoje. Ten
tikrai tiko Norkiina palaidoti. Tik gaila, kad atstumas
nuo jo likusiy saviskiy neleido né pagalvoti apie jo
kuno perkélima. Vy¢iy vadai mané Marianapolis pri-
imtiniausia vieta Siam tikslui, nors kai kurie priminé,
kad Marianapolio tuometiné padétis buvo labai sunki
ir jo ateitis neaiski.

Dél pagrindinés minties — iSkelti kiina kitur —
buvo skirtingy nuomoniy. Gal visuomenei biitu ne-
priimtina atskirti ji nuo Zmonos, kurios kapas greta
jo. Ar negalima buty atsiekti to paties tikslo su ma-
zesniu vargu paliekant kina kur jis yra, o paminkla
pastatant Marianapoly ar kur kitur. Tos minties lai-
kési Pranas Gudelis ir jo keli kolegos. Jie teigé, kad
nebutuy tinkama atskirti ji nuo Zmonos ir kitu Seimos
nariy. O paminkla, arba kryZiy, galima butu pastatyti-

Sv. Kazimiero kapinése, Chicagoje. Radus tinkama
vieta, buty galima Norkiano biusta padéti. Visaip
galima ta didiji vyti pagerbti, pavyzdZiui, i$leidZiant
Lietuvos Vy¢iy istorija. Kompozitorius A. Aleksis
karStai rémé istorijos leidima, nes pats Norkiinas
buves tuo reikalu ilga laika susirapines.

Kun. Jonas Jutkeviéius tadiau nematé nieko peik-
tino iSskirti to didZiojo visuomenininko kiina i$§ sa-
vyju ir nukelti i lietuviSskesni centra. Netikty tai
daryti, jei tai buty prie§ Seimos nora, “bet &ia esu
tikras, kad Norkiinas nepaisyty../Jo Zmona pielijo ir
pielijo jam uZ tai, kad jis prie lietuviy laikési”. Be to
jei Seima sutinka, tai nieko daugiau nereikia. Reikia
tik atsizvelgti i tiksla. Cia reikalas yra visuomeninis
ne individualinis. Aa sutinku su Mataéinsku, kad
paminklas be jo kapo buty tusé¢ias dalykas. Mariana-
polyje butu geriausia, nors jo dabartinis stovis ne-
pergeriausias. Su seselémis... kaZin ar jos pasilikty,
jei atsidarytuy kelias | Lietuva”. Jis taip pat tarési su
bendrove dél bronzinio biusto. % .

Buvo aplankytas Norkiino siinus ir kelios dukterys
ir pladiai tuo reikalu pasitarta. Atrodé, kad Seima i ju
tévo kuno perkélimo klausima Ziuréjo gana palankiai.
Tévams Marijonams jau ankséiau buvo jteiktas Sis
sumanymas. 1952 m. sausio mén. kreiptasi { Marijonuy
vadovybe Chicagoje su klausimu, kaip jie Ziuri i i
projekta ir ar priimtina Marianapolio vieta.

Po poros savaiéiy buvo gautas is kun. V. Atkoéiaus

Marijonuy Provincijolo, atsakymas: “Tariausi Siuo -
J nci)

reikalu su savo pataréjais, ir kolektyvi Provincijos
Tarybos nuomoné buvo nekelti a.a. p. Norkiino kiino {
Marianapoli. Taéiau Provincijos Taryba nebiuty prie-
Singa, jeigu Lietuvos Vy¢iy Organizacija norétuy pa-
reiksti savo pagarba a.a. Norkunui pastatydama lie-
tuviska kryziy tinkamoje vietoje Marianapolyje jam
atminti”. Tuo baigési Norkiuno palaikuy perkélimo
klausimas. _
Beliko, Seimai sutikus, pastatyti ant Norkuro kapa
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koki nors atskira Vyéiuy paminklini' zenkla, Zinoma,
nenustelbiant jau ten netoliese stovinéio ir Seimos
sklypa dominuojanc¢io gan didoko Sviesaus akmens
paminklo. Esamomis salygomis tinkamam antkapiui
-sukurti pakviestas dar laisvoje Lietuvoje pasiZymeé-
jes dailininkas, Vytautas Jonynas.

Paminklo komisijai Jonynas pateiké du projektus
su tekstu ir vytim, kaip Vyéiuy Zenklu, o apacioje su
lietuvisko kryZiaus virSune, kuri simbolizuoja tike-
jima ir lietuviskuma. Po kryzium — saulé labai tinka
religinio turinio jraSui: “AmZina atilsi suteik jam,
ViesSpatie”.

Aplink lenta turéjo buti lietuvisku ornamenty
papuoSimas, kuris simbolizuoty tévynés pievu géles.
Man rodos, tokia paminkliné lenta labai papuostu patj
kapa ir butu nepaprastai grazi atmintis savo kuréjui
nuo Vy¢iu organizacijos.

Dailininkas rekomenduoja juodo granito paminkla.

Dél teksto tariamasi ne tiek dél turinio, kiek dél
kalbos.

Organizacijos pirmininkas A. Vasiliauskas siulé
iraSa angly kalba. Ypaéiai nelietuviskoje aplinkoje
praeiviui ir musu paciu jaunesném kartom paminklo
reikSmé anglu kalba bty suprantamesné. Cikagietis

James R. Cherry stipriai jrodinéjo angly kalbos

nauda: tegul visi tuy kapy lankytojai pazista garbinga
Vyéiy pirmtaka ir pacia organizacija. Argumentai
rodesi jtikinami.

Atvirkséiai galvojo Juozas Sadauskas, Paminklo
‘Komisijos narys. “Mes zinome”, jis rasé, “kad a.a. M.
Norkunas buvo atsidaves Vyc¢iams ir lietuvybei su
kunu ir siela, tai ir jrasas turi buti lietuviskas. Velio-
nis ir i§ amzinybés gali pareiksti protesta pries
angliska teksta”.

Kun. Jonas Jutkevifius nesvyruodamas laikési
lietuviskosios linijos: “Beveik visi nori, kad tekstas
buty angliskai. AS nesutinku... netiktu ant jo kapo.
Svetimtauc¢iams nesvarbu. Lai buna lietuviskas!”

Ir lietuviskai buvo jrasyti tie keli nuoSirdus jverti-
nimo ZodZiai. Aukso raidémis. | juoda granita.

Tik ant paminklo uZpakalinio Sono paaiSkinta:
“Erected by Knights of Lithuania in Loving Memory
of their Founder. A.D. 1954”.

Dél juodojo granito buvo truputis vargo. Pasirodeé,
kad jis nelengvai surandamas, bent Long Island apy-
‘inkéj, kur paminklas buvo uZsakytas. Praéjo kelios
savaités ir dar nesurasta juodo granito. Praéjo visas
meénuo, artéjo paminklo pasventinimo diena, o darbas
dar ‘-nepradétas, dar vis ieskinéjama juodo granito.
Tada buvo atSaukta padaryta sutartis ir uzsakymas
perduotas Settinelli & Sons firmai, Quincy, Mass.,
kurios kieme tuo metu guléjo kaip tik musu tikslui
tinkamas gabalas juodo granito. Ir tuoj pat prasidéjo
akmens piaustymas, formavimas, Slifavimas. Vos
porai savai€iy belikus iki Naujos Anglijos Apskrities
suvaziavimo ir paminklo Sventinimo, paminklu dirb-
tuvé atsiklause, ka daryti su raidémis. Komisijos
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buvo pageidauta jas paauksuoti tikru auksu (gold
leaf). Dirbtuvé jau suradusi tam darbui specialista,
bet jis reikalauja auks$to atlyginimo. Kadangi Kkiti
raidZiy uzbaigimo budai nebuvo patenkinantys, ko-
misijos kvie¢iamas, New Yorke gyvenas baZnytinio
meno meistras, Jonas Subacdius nuvaZiavo i Massa-
chusetts ir pridéjo paskutiniuosius tikro aukso pa-
grazinimus.

Sekmadieni, balandZio 25 d., dalyvaujant gausiam
buriui Vy¢€iy ir Garbés Vyéiui prel. P.Jurui vadovau-
jant, paminkla paSventino organizacijos dvasios
vadas kun. A. Kontautas, pamoksla pasaké Lietuviy
Reikaly Komisijos pirmininkas kun. Jonas Jutkevi-
¢ius, Zodi taré Paminklo Komisijos pirmininkas Juo-
zas Bulevi€ius. Centro pirmininkas A. Lola padéjo
ant kapo geliuy vainika. Pabaigoje sugiedotas Vy¢iu
Himnas.

Taigi S| pavasarj sukanka 25-ri metai kai Lietuvos
Vydéiai tuo kukliu akmenéliu pagerbé savo organiza-
cijos steigéja ir, apsupe jo kapa, prisieké “ugdyti
savyje lietuviSka dvasia, branginti, myléti ir vis dau-
giau vartoti lietuviy kalba bei lietuviska daina, ir is-
laikyti lietuviskus paprocius”.

Juozas Bulevic¢ius




CONVENTION NEWS...

ILLINOIS — EXPECT THE UNEXPE

Rushing canyon waterfalls... Deep ravines and
carpets of forestland that stretch past river bluffs
and craggy hills... A bustling city with harbored
yachts... Sleepy villages... Towering pines and lakes
once owned by the kings of France and Britain...
Colonial forts and settlements... A prehistoric trea-
sure larger than the Pyramids... Thundering sym-
phonies & Country fiddles...
feasts & fests...
It's ILLINOIS!

A surprize we think you'll enjoy as you discover
the mvriad of sights and sounds. the flavor of a place
made for fun. A surprize that's made for people.

[llinois is where the opposites come together.
Where the road of Chicago’s nightlife isn’t veryv far
from the gentle whisper of prairie grass or the
soothing trickle of a drowsy hackwoods stream.

If you think Illinois is just a place to pass through
during a trip “from here to there” — look again.

THE PRAIRIE STATE THAT'S MORE THAN A
PRAIRIE. Illinois gives you a jolt when it comes to
finding rugged, rocky places... the kind people expect
to see only out West. Although we're known for our
rolling green and russet praise, there are discoveries
hidden away in the Illinois wilderness.

Like the 240,000-acra Shawnee National Forest... a

massive blanket of woodland, coiling streams and

rock formations covering nine counties in Southern
Illinois. A few of the unexpected things you can ex-
pect in Illinois.

Cradled between the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers
like an irregular wedge of pie, Southern Illinois is a
place you'll find hard to forget. They call a portion
“Little Egypt: because of a resemblance to the banks
of the Nile River Valley. Here, towns carry exotic
names like Thebes, Joppa, Karnak, Mermet... and
Cairo. The smooth and dark Cairo delta is where the
Mississippi and Ohio Rivers merge in a dramatic
confluence at what is now Fort Defiance State Park.

Easy to remember and enjoy is Garden of the Gods
in the Shawnee Forest whose scattered sandstone
formations were first sculpted by wind and rain 200
million years ago. The rugged Ozark Mountain foot-
hills of Illinois reveal mysteries, too.

PLACES WHERE YESTERDAY NEVER
PASSED. The old colonial settlement of Bishop Hill
in Western Illinois remains much the same as when
Swedish Utopists arrived in 1846. An old country
school is still used by Bishop Hill residents for special
events.

Huate Cuisine, frontier
Some far-off post card wonderland?
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The tiered streets of old Galena in Northwestern
Illinois give you-another glimpse into the past. The
once boisterous hoom town still echoes its golden
heyday as Illinois’ commercial center, now replaced
by a triving antique and recreation trade. Historic
sites like the hilltop home of President 1. S, Grant.

Galena'’s uered streets revedl dozens of
antique shops and historic sites such as the
home of President U. S. Grant
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Amish farmers of Arthur and Arcola still cling to
their pasts and tend their fields with hore-drawn
plows. At local shops visitors can watch bearded
Amish craftsmen practice arts handed down from
father to son for more than a century.

But Illinois goes back further — 8,000 years, to
when prehistoric Indians roamed and hunted the
Mississippi River Valley. At the Koster archeological
digs near Kampsville you can see layers of unre-
corded history painstakingly uncovered.

LAZY STREAMS AND LIVELY LAKES. Hllinois’
1,5 million acres of water give you nearly 1,000

chances to pursue your favorite water sport. It it’s:

fishing... we have 180 species to choose from in a
variety of locations that range from the deep water of
Lake Michigan to the still channels of the Chain
O’Lakes in Northern Illinois.

Illinois lakes surprize you with their unexpected
size: Round Lake (18,000 acres): Carlyle Lake (26,000
acres); and Lake Shelbyville (11,000 acres).

A LINGERING LEGACY. Rough hewn cabins,
century-old courthouses and a restored State Capital
Building are only a portion of what’s in Central
Illinois — the heart of the Lincoln legacy. And it’s
preserved in more than stone and wood — through
festivals and outdoor plays, in a hundred ways that
rekindle the frontier lawyer’s journey to greatness.

There’s Springfield, where Lincoln Home remains
as it was during his 17-year residency.

Each summer the Old Capital comes alive with a
“Sound and Light Shows” an amazing electronic
presentation which brings back the voices and
sounds of famous men and events. Visitors also can
tour the nearby Governor’s Executive Mansion.

A short drive north brings you to Oak Ridge
Cemetery where with its towering obelisk, the
Lincoln’s Tomb marks the President’s final resting

place.
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The National Shrine of Our Lady of the
Snows is the largest outdoor devotional
site in America.

STEEL AND CLASS MOUNTAINS REFLECT-
ING IN -A BLUE LAKE. There are no second
thoughts about our Number ©ne City — CHICAGO.
The cloud-high mountains are man-made. The
Chicago Story will appear in the next issue of
“VYTIS”.

When you visit Illinois for the 66th National Con-
vention of the Knights of Lithuania come prepared
for a surprising change. Brace yourself for yawning
city canyons as well as lonely woodland paths
Expect to see revines and hills and winding rivers
that the first explorers knew. See little towns lost in
time, and wide open water where you can ski and
fish. Wander through a French fort — or a Swedish
colony — or the Lithuanian colonies of Chicago and of
course — Lithuanian Plaza.

Expect the unexpected and call it Illinois!

(Material supplied by the Illinois Office of Tourism)-
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NATIONAI. CONVENTION SCHEDUI.E
[TENTATIVE]

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15TH

e You can either join the K of L. Golfers for their
Annual Golf Tournament held in conjunction with
the Lithuanian Chamber of Commerce.

OR

Enjoy a most interesting tour of Chlcagoland in-
cluding a visit to the Lithuanian Plaza in the
Marquette Park area for shopping antl a visit to
the Balzekas Musuem of Lithuanian Culture.

e In the evening, your choices are the L.C.C. Golf
Banquet at the Country Club.

OR

e Theater-Dinner Party in the North Michigan area.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17TH

e Morning and afternoon business sessions.

e Noon Mass.

e For the evening — a Lithuanian South Pacific Fete
will be held in the K of L Bldg. and Garden. Plan to
bring your South Pacific-Hawaiian outfits (prizes
will be awarded).

THURSDAY, AUGUST 16 th SATURDAY, AUGUST 18TH
e A free morning to sight-see, shop and visit e Morning and afternoon business sessions.
Chicago.

e Noon Mass.
e Opening Mass in the beautiful King Arthur Room,

Radisson-Chicago Hotel, followed by a special e The Convention Ball and Dinner-Dance. Grand
luncheon. Ballroom — Chicago Radisson Hotel.

e Official opening session of the 66th National Con- SUNDAY, AUGUST 19TH
vention.

e Closing Mass, Nativity B.V.M. Church.
e For the evening — plans are being made for a gala . .
“Folk Fest” with merchants presenting their e Official Convention Photo.

wares of amber, woodcrafts, weavings, ete., and 1 ;
entertainment provided by the K of L Choir, the e A specially-planned (prepared by our super cooks)
C-36-112 Juniors, the K of L Dancers. Buffet Luncheon and Farewell Party.

17
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MEMORIES OF JOHN G. EVANS, SR.

Who was born into time on January 27, 1917 and
born into eternity October 7, 1978.

The entire membership of the Illinois-Indiana Dis-
trict was saddened and shgcked to hear of the sudden
death of John G. Evans, Sr., who since joining the
organization back in 1953 was a very active and
devoted member of the Knights of Lithuania. It was
rare indeed when he was not present at a function
sponsored by the IID or one of its councils.

One of John’s true loves was the annual IID’s
“Memories of Lithuania” banquet. From the first
event in 1960 until the 1978 event, he was always
involved either as chairman, co-chairman, or a very
active committee member. He publicized the event
sold tickets, supplied whatever was necessary, and
hosted committee meetings for this important K of L
function. When the IID held the affair in the K of L
Building for several years, it was John who con-
vinced the committee to enhance the event by hold-
ing it in a larger and more spectacular place — so that
it would not only publicize our organization but also
commemorate Lithuanian Independence Day in a
finer manner. Through his personal friendship with
Vic Gentile of the Martinique - Drury Lane complex,
he obtained the 1st Sunday in February for our
“Memories” banquets and we are continuing in this
tradition — the 19th Annual “Memories of Lithuania”
dinner was held on February 4, 1979. It was a joyous
and sad occasion for many of the committee members
for they truly missed John, but many felt his guiding
spirit. |

His K of L activities and positions held were end-
less and earned him his Fourth Degree. He served
the Illinois-Indiana District as president for several
terms, vice president, and as chairman for the sports
committee, annual K of L. Day picnic, raffle, golf
‘outings and St. Casimir’s Day commemorations along
with serving on almost every committee of the IID.
In his home council 112, he also served several years
as president and chaired or was a committee member
for their Fall dances, Christmas socials, New Year’s
Parties, 50th Anniversary Dance, St. Casimir’s Day,
K of L Choir’s Record committee. John worked with
the K of L Building Trustees on a special Fund Drive
committee that helped save the K of L building in

Chicago.

He represented either Council 112 or the IID at
many national conventions, served on the Chicago
Convention committees and would have been a
prominent member of the 1979 National Convention
committee. o e :

But John's activities were not limited to the
Knights of Lithuania, as he was also very active with
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his parish, Nativity B.V.M.; served as a director of
the Holy Cross Hospital, and also the Midland
Federal Savings and Loan Association. The
Marquette Chamber of Commerce, the Lithuanian

.Photo Archives; the Lithuanian Chamber of Com-

merce of Illinois, the Don Varnas American Legion
Post, Nativity BVM Holy Name Society, the Cardinal
Mundelein Council of the Knights of Columbus, the
Chicago Lithuanian Society, and the American
Lithuanian Council were some of the organizations in
which John served as an officer. He also frequently
aided the Lithuanian newspaper, “Sandara” in their
fund drives.

The Lithuanians in Chicagoland area will always
remember John for his efforts in initiating and pro-
moting the “Avenue of Flags” at both the St.
Casimirs Lithuanian Cemetery and the Lithuanian
National Cemetery. At all important occasions, fifty
American flags along with the Lithuanian and the
Catholic Archdiocese flags are flown at the two Lith-
uanian cemeteries. This venture was organized
under the auspices and is still maintained by our two
Lithuanian American Legions Posts — Don Varnas
and Darius-Girenas.

John Evan’s personal career as a funeral director
began in the Bridgeport area in 1941 with his future
father-in-law Stanley Mazeika. After returning from
military service in World War II, John continued in
his chosen field and in 1962 became the head of the
Mazeika-Evans Funeral Homes. His sons are con-
tinuing the business with chapels in the Marquette
Park and the Evergreen Park areas.

Our K of L condolences to the bereaved Evans
family — sons John (Whitey) Jr. and Stanley, and
daughters, Joyce Paliulionis and Marcia.

In the hearts of many K of L members, our
“Memories of Lithuania” banquets will always be a
memory of John G. Evans, Sr.

At K of L Banquet, the late
John G. Evans, Dr. George Wil- .
trakis and Rev. A. Gurénas.

o -
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LIETUVOS KATALIKU
BAZNYCIOS KRONIKU
SVARBA

Jau nuo 1972 metu okupuotoje
Lietuvoje eina pogrindzio leidinys,
pavadintas Lietuvos Kataliku Baz-
nyc¢ios Kronika.

Jos pasirodymas buvo didelé
staigmena ne tik mums, iSeivijos
lietuviams, bet ir patiems okupan-
tams bei ju talkininkams prisitai-
kiusiems lietuviams.

ISvilkimas vieSumon kronikose
konkreciu faktu su pavardémis ir
vietovémis apie juodus okupantuy ir
ju talkininku darbelius buvo jiems
ypa¢ nemalonus. Tad nenuostabu,
kad buvo jkinkytas saugumas ir
visa okupantams tarnaujanti prisi-
taikeliy armija tam pogrindZzio lei-
diniui likviduoti, o leidéjus nu-
bausti taip, kad nebemégintu to
darbo imtis.

Bet lietuviy tauta iSugde didvy-
rius ne vien anais senais istoriniais
laikais, ju atsirado ir Siandien,
kada okupantai stengiasi visus
pavergtuosius taip nuZmoginti,
kad bet kokia idealizmo kibirkstéle
butu visai uZslopinta.

Ir taip paéiu sunkiausiu miusy
tautai momentu, pacioj juodzZiau-
sioj priespaudos nakty Liet. Kat.
BazZnyéios Kronika atéjo su savo
vien dvasiniais ginklais, lyg jaunu-
tis Dovydas prieS savo priesa
Galiota ir ji nugaléjo.

Liet. Kat. BazZnyc¢ios Kronika
pasieké Vakary pasaulj, ir Siandien
jos iSverstos | daugybe kalbuy,
skelbia apie lietuviy kandias ir ju
teisiu mindZiojima pavergtoje té-
vyneje. )

Daugelis kitatauéiuy stebisi musu
broliu dvasine stiprybe ir pasi-
aukojimu kilniems Kataliky Baz-
ny¢cios ir Tautos reikalams. Jy var-
dai: N. Sadunaite, V. Petkus, B.
Gajauskas, Plumpa ir daugybé
kitu — jau yra Zinomi visoje Euro-
poje ir ¢ia, Amerikoje.

Bet tam kroniky iSpopuliarini-

mui, iSvertimui i kitas kalbas ir ju
iSleidimui yra reikalinga ne vieno
ar keliy lietuviu talka, o Simtuy ir
tukstanéiu. Tai ne keliy pasiSven-
téliu Zmoniu darbas, o daugelio,
kurie savo darbu ir 1éSomis prie to
prisidétu. Deja, pas mus iSeivijoje
kol kas tos placios talkos dar ne-
atsirado. Dirba daugiausia keletas
pasiSventeéliy, bet Siandien jau
atéjo laikas isijungti i ta darba pla-
tesnéms lietuviy maséms.

Ypaé¢ Chicagoje yra gera proga
ta darba paremti, kadangi ¢ia vei-
kia Liet. Kat. BaZnycios Kroni-
koms Leisti Sajunga, besirupinanti
Kronikuy leidimu lietuviy kalba (jau
iSleistas IV tomas), angly kalba I ir
ispanuy kalba I tomas. AngliSkasis
vertimas, nugaléjus daugybe jvai-
riy kliuciy, pasirodys jau Siomis
dienomis. Ju oficialus leidéjas yra
Loyolos universitetas Chicagoje.
Taciau vertimu, leSy sutelkimu ir
ju iSplatinimu rupinasi minétoji
sajunga ir praso visy lietuviu kad
ir nedidelés talkos ar aukos. Jeigu
jos nariai kreipsis su prasymu ta
darba paremti, neatsisakykime,
bet parodykim bent dali to idealiz-
mo, kokiu dega jos leidéjai oku-
puotoje tévynéje.

Be to, tenka pazymeéti, kad Liet.
Kat. Baznyc¢ios Kronikoms Leisti
Sajunga jau paripino I tomo. ispa-
niSkaji vertima, Kkuris irgi yra
spaustuveéje ir dar Siais metais bus
iSleistas. Taip pat tuoj bus pradeéta
versti ir | prancuzuy kalba. Tie visi
darbai negalés buti atlikti be talkos
daugelio geros valios tautiediu,
jaudianéiu dalj isipareigojimu uZz
suplanuoty darbuy sékminga ivyk-
dyma.

Todél junkimés visi, kuo galé-
dami, prie Sio.kilnaus patriotinio
zygio, nes darbo ranky niekad ne-
bus perdaug.

A.P.B.

Traditional Lithuanian memo-
rial of oak erected in the church-
yard of the Parish of Birzai, in
Soviet-occupied Lithuania, n-
sceribed “To the memory of the
great Pope Paul VI (1897-1978)
who loved mankind and our na-
tion as a father — August 12,
1978 — the day of his burial’.

Dedication plaque on lithua-
nian memorial of oak in the
Church yard of Parish of BirZai.

(Photo Lithuanian American
Catholic Services).
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CONVENTIONSHIPS...

As you know, a new resolution was passed at the
"78 convention stating “that two conventionships of
$25. each be awarded to each Junior Council”.
If you are interested in applying for a convention-
ship, please contact your District First Vice-presi-
e«dent for forms as soon as possible.

(ed. by A. M. Kassel)

SPRING

Today is a beautiful day

The sky is clear

There are no clouds

| am Going for a walk

The weather's fine
Nevertheless, rain is coming
And how is it in Chicago?
Here it is very beautiful

It's really like summer today
In Spring the flowers bloom
Did you water the flowers
The boy is climbing a tree
Large birds were flying

PAVASARIS

Siandien yra labai graZi diena
Dangus grynas

Né debesélio

A% einu pasivaik§tioti
Puikus oras

Tatiau ateina lietus

O kaip Clkogqe?

Cia labai grazu

Siandien jau tikra vasara
Pavasarj zydi géles
Géles laistei

Berniukas lipa | medj
Skraidé dideli pauks¢iai

Let s go swimming somewhere Vaziuokime kur nors pasimaudyti

OUR COVER

The Easter Lily on this issue’s
cover is reproduced from a paint-
ing by renowned artis, J. A.
- Carroll. The subject, a symbol of
Easter has been used in -religion
and art for many centuries to
signify purity. Long before the
Christian Era, religious festivals
were marked by the use of lilies.
Constantine, the first Christian
- Emperor of Rome, when he in-
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stituted the first Easter Parade in
observing The Resurrection, or-
dered his court to appear in finest
raiment, and the ladies of the court

to wear lilies in their hair. The g

Easter lilies used so widely today
in church services on Easter are
actually Bermuda lilies. They came
into use in comparatively recent
times, but today, as centuries ago,
they represent new life, and the
beauty of a good life.
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LIETUVOS ATSIMINIMU SVENTE
CHICAGOJE

Nors baisi Ziema spaudé Chi-
caga, bet vasario 4 d. Lietuvos

Vy¢éiy apskrities renginys Lietuvos

Atsiminimy vardu praéjo su paki-
lia nuotaika. Atsilanké arti 300
sveliy. Neatbaidé ju nei sniego
pusnys, nei -5 laipsniy Saltis. Lie-
tuviai meégsta vy¢iy parengimus ir
kartu pamini Vasario 16.

Martinique restorano

puosni

salé suskamba marSais; Zygiuoja
gg,rbés sveciai su kons. DauZvar-
iene, vysk. Brizgiu ir kitais;
suaidi sol. Zapolienés giedami him-
nai. Pirm. A. Brazis atidaro vakara
ir paveda dr. L. Kriauéelunui va-
dovauti. Invokacija sukalbéjus
vysk. Brizgiui, prasidéjo vaka-
riené, o po jos turininga programa.
Kons. Dauzvardiené dekojo vy-

“Memories of Lithuania” Banquet, IID, Head Table. Chairman V.
Samaska welcomes guests.

Lithuanian Girl Scouts singing group.

¢iams uZ pastangas kovoje dél Lie-
tuvos laisvés. Telegramomis svei-
kino meras Bilandic ir kiti. Ta
proga pagerbta Skautuy S-ga jos 60
mety sukakti minint. Skauty S-go.
pirm. L. Milukienei pirm. Al Brazis
iteiké garbés Zymenij. Ji atsidéko-
dama pareiske, kad vy¢iai ir skau-
tai dirba veik ta patj darba, kad
lietuviskas jaunimas kalbéty lietu-
viskai ir iSlaikytu lietuviskas tra-
dicijas bei paprocius. Dr. V. Vasai-
tieneé apzvelge skautuy veikla. Ji
kalbéjo graziai lietuviskai. Gaila
tik, kad Tarptautiné Skautuy S-ga
iSbrauké pavergtu tauty atsikuru-
sius skautus. Siuo metu lietuviu
skauty yra per 4000.

Skau¢iy grupé, vedama Alek-
nienés, su gitary pritarimu padai-
navo keleta dainy, o tautiniy Sokiu
grupé ved. Martienés suSoko kelis
Sokius. Dainos bei Sokiai pakelé
nuotaika. Valio musy jaunimui!

Sventés rengimo komitetas —
Irena Sankus, V. Samoska, H.
Kaspar ir kt. — nusipelné padékos.
Dziugu, kad tokiu gabiu darbi-
ninkuy Lietuvos vy¢iai turi. Sekmeés
ir toliau darbuotis, ypaciai artéjant
Lietuvos Vy¢iu seimui Chicagoje.

Bal. Brazdzionis

Kmnights of Lithuania Award of
Distinction presented to the
Lithuanian Scout
Pictured: IID President Algerd

Association. -

Brazis, Mrs. Iaile Midukiene,
Board President National Lithu-
anian Scouts Assm. M-C Dr.
Leonas Kriauceliinas.
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APRIL

21 C-110, i i
Mas,,,)tﬁq_aif;’(t.h SPRING POLKA FESTIVAL, Transfiguration Parish Hall,

i ICI}Il)ici{ Ofil‘ ANNUAL CHOIR BENEFIT DINNER & DANCE, K of L Bldg.,
g0, 1ll. (POStponed from January).

29 M.AD. BOWLING GET-TOGETHER

MAY

5 : A Lithuanian Evening with Vitalis and Marija Zukauskas”. “Vakaras su Vitaliu

ir Marija Zukauskais”, St. George Parish Hall, Bridgeport, Connecticut.

18-20 MIDWEST BOWLING TOURNAMENT, Dayton, Ohio, C-96, Hosts.
19 M.C.D. CONVENTION, Holy Cross Church, Dayton.

JUNE >
3 M.A.D. SPRING CONVENTION, Newark, N.J. C-29, Hosts.

AUGUST
12 65TH ANNUAL LITHUANIA'N DAY, Lakewood. Park, Barnesville, Pa. C-144
SpONSOrs.

16-1966TH NATIONAL K OF L CONVENTION, Hotel Raddison-Chicago, Chicago,
Ill., IID Hosts.

SEPTEMBER
29  (-110, Maspeth DINNER DANCE

NV M.y, 65TH, ANNIVERSARY DINNER DANCE, Our Lady of Vilnius, §\ ,{f

Rev. George Gurinskas Parish Hall, New York, N.Y. i




ILLINOIS-INDIANA
| DISTRICT |

Congratulations to K of L, mem-
bers Vince Samaska, John
(Whitey) Evans, and Joseph Sta-
naitis on their election to serve as
Board of Directors for the Lithua-
nian Chamber of Commerce of
Illinois.

Our December Business meeting
was held in the K of L. Bldg. and
was' chaired by Pres. Algerd
Brazis. Following a very full and
interesting meeting, the delegates
and guests enjoyed a social hour
and the delicious napoleonas baked
by our own Emilija Pakalniskis.
Hostesses for the evening were
Gerry Mack and Monica Kasper.

Re-elected for another 3-yr.
term as Bldg. Trustee was
Alexander Mockus (current pres.
of the Board of Trustees); Trustee-
at-large, also re-elected, was
Clemente Vidzius; and new Bldg.
Trustee Paul Binikis. Congratula-
tions to all three men; we know
they will do their usual great job
for the K of L.

“h ,"
(o
‘\\
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Council Activities

Many business and social events
were cancelled in January due to
the never-ending snows. (“Blizzard
of 'M9” was the newscasters’
description). Among the K of L
events postponed were C-36's
Bowling Social and the Annual K of
L Choir Benefit Dinner-Dance. The
Choir event was rescheduled for
Apr. 28 at the K of L Bldg., and
everyone is cordially invited to
participate and to support our
Choir. Pres. Estelle Rogers, Di-
rector Faustas Strolia, and Dance
Chm. John Auksciunas promise an
evening of geod food and drink,
delightful entertainment, and the
companionship of K of L friends.

Congratulations to Faustas Stro-
lia on his appointment as the
Musical Director for the Youth
Congress in London.

Condolences to the families of K -

of L. members Mary Srupsa and
Tekla Stroga of C-36, Vyto Bickus
of C-112, and Vincas Petrauskas of
the Chicago Srs.

DATES TO REMEMBER: Apr.
28, K of L Choir Dinner-Dance;
July 4, Annual K of L Day Picnic;
Aug. 16-19, Natl. Conv., Chicago
Radisson Hotel. |

iks

Edited by

Mrs. J. Zukas, 9 Charles Street, Port Washington, L.I., N.Y. 11050

C-112 - CHICAGO, ILL.

Following the council’'s Deec.

business meeting, we had a most
unusual social — an evening of
dining and socializing at Bill's
Pizza, which is co-owned by our
member Joe Kulys. Lithuanian
Pizza?
- Many holiday parties were en-
joyed by K of L. members. One of
the most enthusiastic party-goers
was council member and former
IID Pres. Andy Yuknis who en-
joyed the singing, dancing and
entertaining, but his wife Dolores
heard all of his “oh, my aching
knee” when the festivities ended.
A very delightful couple!

Condolences to Prudencija Bic-
kus on the sudden death of her
husband, Vyto; to One Skever on
the death of her father (who was
101 years young); and to Alice and
Rita Tomczak on the death of their
mother, Mary. We will remember
the deceased in our prayers.

When the snows came to
Chicago on the New Years’s week-
end, it snowed, and then snowed
some more. Our January business
and Board meetings were can-
celled, but we all kept in touch via



the K of L hot-lines.

Congratulations to our own
State Senator Frank Savickas who
was appointed Assistant Illinois
Senate majority leader. Frank is
the first legislator of Lithuanian
descent in Illinois, and in his new
position, the highest ranking Lith-
uanian state official in Illinois his-
tory. We are proud of his accom-
plishments and always enjoy his
attendance at our various K of L.
affairs. |

Fifteenth Ward Alderman Ken-
neth - Jaksy, on completion of his
4-year term of office as alderman,
resigned in order to bhecome a
special assistant to Senator Savic-
kas in the capital, Springfield. In a
newspaper quote, he stated “I
have enjoyed being alderman and
serving the people of the 15th
ward, but this new opportunity of
serving all the people of Illinois
offers new challenges for me”. Our
best wishes to this active K of L

member!
LT 99

MID-CENTRAL
DISTRICT

C-96 - DAYTON, OHIO

At the Jan. 8 meeting our Lithu-
anian  Affairs Co-Chairperson,
Stefanija Rastikis, brought many

items to our attention. She .was:

most. emphatic in encouraging
members to write to Victor Petkus
and Petras Paulaitis. Lithuania
was mentioned in question form on
the TV program “Cross Wits”. Did
you catch it? Jr. Advisor Chris
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Mantz thanked Fran Petkus for
taking care of the Jr Bazaar {tems
at the Winter’s Tower in Dec. This
gave the Jrs some added income.
Harley Karns is still making an
appeal to all Knights to help our
council’'s Archives Committee
complete a set of all issues of the
VYTIS. For information on
missing issues, please write to Mr.
M. Harley Karns, 135 Volkenand
St., Dayton, Ohio, 45410.

Congratulations to Cecelia Li-
sankis who completed qualifica-
tions to become a First Degree
Knight. August & Mary Ann Blum
have been added to our Social
Committee for this year.

Our council had a “Clean the K of
L Cupboard Day” on Jan. 28 at the
church hall. With the help of Gus &
Mary Ann Blum, Harley Karns,
Eleanor, Chris & Joe Mantz,
Aldona Ryan, Elinor Sluzas, the
Sgt-at-Arms, Joe Ryan & Joe
Mantz, were well satisfied in
taking inventory this year. A few
items of value were found amongst
the “debris”.

Word has come back that Mike
& Donna Jean Dailey are really
enjoying their new life in Arizona.
Congratulations, belatedly, to
Mary Lucas for having her recipe,
Chick-Kabobs, published in the
Dayton Daily News Favorite
Recipe Contest.

Get well wishes are sent to Sally
Miller after recent surgery as an
out-patient, and Pat Smiley who is
trying to whip a bout with
pneumonia.

Prior to Christmas, Rev. Corne-
lius Buemys, OFM, Editor of the
Darbininkas, Brooklyn, N.Y., was
in Dayton for a weekend to take
cave of the spiritual needs of Holy
Cross parishioners. Not only did
the parishioners have the opportu-
nity to meet with Fr. Buecmys, but

his cousins, Knights Ildefonsas &
Steponas Buemys, had a family:

reunion.

Our deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Sarah Petkus on the loss
of her father, Herbert O’Dell. We

pray his soul is at peace.

Hope you have saved the week-
end of May 18-20 to spend time in
Dayton. Dist. Pres. Aldona Ryan
has her agenda for the Spring
Meeting on May 19 all lined up.
John A. Berczelly, Chm. of the
Mid-West Bowling Tournament,
has his committee well set and all
functions ready to go. All we need
now is you!

I would like to wind up the
column with two thoughts. One is
from Dear Abby. “Someone has
said that there are four kinds of
‘Bones’” in every organization.
There are the wishbones, who
spend their time wishing someone
would do the work. There are the
jawbones, who do all the talking,
but very little else. Next, there are
the knucklebones, who knock
everything anyone ever tries to do.
And finally, there are the back-
bones, who get under the load and
do the work”. You members who
are not attending meetings and
functions, make a change now and
join the “backbones”. You are the
losers who don’t participate.

There will be a- resolution
printed in the VYTIS regarding
Associate Members. This resolu-
tion has been drawn up by our
council for delegates to vote on at
the coming Natl. Conv. We would
like to add a thought at this time in
regard to our Associate Members.
As of Feb. '79, there are two coun-
cils in the M.C. Dist. who have
made contributions to the Dist.
Treasury. The monies were raised
through special council functions.
Chairpersons for these ' projects
were Associate Members!

FBP

C-79 - SOUTHFIELD, MICH.

Jubilation was the key word on
Jan. 28 as news flashed that
Detroit was selected for the GOP
Presidential Convention in 1980.
This may inspire a number of
members to become “involved”,
but the convention represents an



unparalled opportunity for Detroit.

In another vein, member Bertha
Janus also emits jubilation and
genuine pride on the event of her
cousin’s Mother Marija (nee Kazi-
miera Kaupas) beatification being
sought by the Order of Sisters of
St. Casimir.

Mother Maria, who was found-
ress of the Order with the Mother
House located in Chicago, was born
on Jan. 8, 1880, in Gudeliai, Lithu-
ania. One of 11 children, Mother
Maria left Lithuania at the age of
18. She settled first in Seranton,
Penn.

Her determination and belief
that young Lithuanian girls aspir-
ing to a religious life should attend
and be educated in Lithuanian-
staffed institutions led to a succes-
sion of “opening” operations.
Mother Maria established the first
Lithuanian school in Mt. Carmel,
Pa.

In 1920, she went back to Lithu-
ania after Lithuania regained its
independence, and together with 4
nuns began this kind of “pioneer”
work in opening a school and con-
vent. There is a school and convent
in Pazaislis (Mt. Peace) in Lithu-
ania. The St. Casimir sisters also
staff a school in Avellaneda,
Argentina. Mother Maria assumed
the responsibility of planning and
opening 53 institutions in 13 states.

For her endeavors her -con-
gregation has received numerous
awards, one of the most important
of which was the designation, in
1956, in Chicago, of a large com-
plex to be known as the “Lithua-
nian Plaza”. It comprises an area
including Maria High School, Holy
Cross Hospital, St. Casimir Con-
vent & Academy, Church of
Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary,
and the Darius. & Girénas
Monument.

The obstacles she encountered
in her “pioneer” work, the courage
and commitment she faced, over-
coming all difficulties, symbolizes
the dedication that characterized
Mother Maria’s life. This devoted
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nun has shaped and influenced
generations of Lithuanian stu-
dents.

Mother Maria died on Apr. 17,
1940. We hope the prayers of her
Order will be realized in the
process for her beatification.

Apologies to Bertha Janus who
was inadvertently omitted from
our council’s roster of elected
officials: Bertha is our Ritual Chm.
and an excellent one at that!

Realizing an “impossible dream”,
Helen Patocki, her daughter
Elaine Redmond, and little daugh-
ter Eve, returned from an “un-
believable, dream-come-true trip”,
as she described it, to Greece.
They walked the narrow streets of
Athens, climbed hundred of steps
leading to Acropolis, walked the
ancient ruins of the Parthenon, and
were awed by the gigantic rock
where St. Paul preached when he
came to Athens. Elaine and Eve
climbed the steep rock with other
visitors from many lands to view
Athens from still a higher plane.
Grandma Patocki admitted to
staying “below the rock”.

Their tour guide made arrange-
ments to spend a day cruising to
the islands of Paros, Aegina and
Idhra (Hydra). The threesome
sailed through the Peloponnesian
Straits, and with some imagination
could hear the songs of the
mythological sirens. They toured
inland into the mountains to
ancient land of the Oracle of Delphi
which was absolutely awe-inspir-
ing. Travelling about 280 Kkilo-
meters up and down around
narrow roads, and with no guard

rails, “a person really had to have
confidence in the driver”.

Since this was a holiday season,
Hé]en, Elaine and Eve were taken
at Christmas Eve to the ancient
Plaka to a Laverina for dinner and
entertainment. They enjoyed the
music, dancing, singing and
throwing of flowers, as well as
breaking of plates to show
appreciation of the entertainment.
Later, Evie, who is a 6th grader at

Queen of Martyr’s School and en-
joys culinary arts, expressed com-
pliments to the cook on the deli-
cious soup and new exotic foods.

After they left the Laverina,
Elaine began to sing “Silent
Night”. The others joined in sing-
ing Christmas Carols, each group
in their native tongue.

Among other sights viewed by
the Patocki-Redmond clan were
the ruins of Knossos and King
Minos, and saw many beautiful
treasures still intact for over 4000
yrs. Some of the friezes and
statues have been removed to
museums for protection from
further deterioration by the
elements and age.

For diversion, they strolled
ilong the beaches of the Aegean
Sea, Mediterranean Sea, and
several bays and coves.

Among the highlights of the trip
was celebrating Elaine’s birthday
(Dec. 27) and Evie's birthday
(Jan. 6). They found an ideal spot,
atop a mountain in Athens where a
tiny church is located at the side of
a sheer drop. There, with a
breathtaking view, they all en-
joyed dinner in a restaurant
situated on the other side of that

“mountain. “Every meal, like every

turn of the head, was an adven-
ture”.

Upon their return home, a
native person walked up to the
waiting trio and gave them
flowers, and wished “Ka-lay
Kronia” to the “nice ladies”. We
'might add that it’s nice to see them
home safe and sound.

Soffi
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C-10 - ATHOL-GARDNER, MASS.

North Worcester County was
plagued by slushy, messy, freezing
floods that caused problems and
regrets for pedestrians, motorists,
and especially home owners. We in
North County always seem to
suffer the most during the winter
storms. We are glad it is now over.

Our council held a Human Rights
Vigil in St. Francis Church on
Jan. 10. It is a shame that no-one
outside of the K of L. members
availed themselves of the beautiful

services conducted by Father Ste-:

ponaitis.

Interior of St. Francis Church,
Athol, Mass.
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We welcome to our ranks two
new members from Gardner,
Helen Simkunas and Beatrice
Jodaitis Richard. Bea was de-
lighted to learn that her dad and
Fr. Steponaitis hail from the same
Sintautai parish in Lithuania.

The Lithuanian Club in Athol
has donated the Lithuanian
Encyclopedia (in English) to the
Athol Library, consisting of 6
volumes. Several books have also
been placed in the Gardner
Library through the generosity of
the Supreme Council.

Frank Anoris suffered a back
injury recently in a fall. We are
glad to hear that it is now all
mended.

We of C-10 wish all the readers
of the Vytis a Blessed and Holy
Easter.

Personality of the Month: This
gentleman needs no introduction
as he is as well known to the people
in the Dist. as he is in his own
council. Born in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
Charles Genaitis came to Gardner,
as a young man and was graduated

C-10 - Spiritual Advisor Rev.
‘Steponaitis and lector, Pres. Bill

from Gardner H.S. He earned his
B.S. Degree in Education at
Bridgewater Teacher’s College and

later obtained his Masters in 1961
from Fitchburgh State College.

Charlie entered the teaching
field years after graduation, —
waiting until he was more
financially secure. He taught in the
Gardner School system for 18
years, retiring in 1976.

He is married to Blanche Jonai-
tis and is the father of two and
grandfather of three. Charlie has
served as Treas. of the Gardner
Teacher’s Assoc., Secy. of our K of
L, a Red Cross First Aid In-
structor, a 35-year meniber os
Sacred Heart Parish Choir, a Di-
rector of the Lithuanian Outing
Club in town, and a former Chap-
lain of the Fraternal Order of
Eagles.

We of C-10 wish Charles Genai-
tis many more years of com-
fortable retirement and much
traveling.

Vincukas

‘Wisnauskas, during Human Rights
Vigil Services.



C-141 - BRIDGEPORT, CONN.

We are all involved in our busy
lives with many aspects of “living”,
but every once in a while we look
back to our Lithuanian family
heritage. We do not have a local
newspaper, nor radio program, nor
TV program in the greater
Bridgeport area, so it is only
through “live” programs presented
by Lithuanian organizations that
we can learn about their affairs
and culture. We can be better in-
formed to talk about our back
ground, about today’s Lithuanian
activities — in our area, in the
whole U.S.A., and in Lithuania, by
becoming more knowledgeable
about Lithuanians. It is by atten
dance at functions sponsored by
these organizations that will en-
courage them to continue with
their work.

The program for the 61st Anni-
versary of Lithuanian Indepen-
dence Day (Feb. 16) was observed
in two phases this year. This anni-
versary commemorates the end of
a century of Russian opression in
1918 of the Lith. nation which was
established 727 years ago. It also
decries the forcible occupation of
the Baltic countries of Latvia,
Estonia and Lithuania by the
Soviet Russians in 1940.

The first phase of the comme-
moration was held Feb. 11 with 11
A.M. Mass at St. George’s Church.
Rev. Francis J. Pranckus, Pastor
& Spiritual Advisor of our council,
celebrated the Mass for the inten-
tion of all Lithuanians — bringing
to mind the violations of freedom
of religion in Soviet occupied Lith-
uania. Those who were able at-
tended this Mass dressed in Lithu-
anian costume, and took part in the
offertory procession.

The Lithuanian Independence
Day program was commemorated
on Feb. 25 in the parish hall com-
mencing at 4 P.M. Rev. Casimir
Pugevicius, K of L. Natl. Chm. of
Lith. Affairs, and Exec. Director of
Lith. Catholic Religious Aid, was
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C-141, Bridgeport, Conn. Pres. A. Trainis, Mrs. B. Schmidt, Mrs. M.

Liaukus, Rev. F. Pranckus assist with flag prior to Lith. Independence

‘Mass, Feb. 11, 1979.

the keynote speaker. His address
was delivered both in Lithuanian
and English. A cultural program of
music, song and dance was pre-
sented. A coffee hour followed.

Our council held their monthly
meeting in the afternoon of Feb. 18,
in the parish club rooms. A
covered dish supper followed.
Members were reminded that
Brotherhood Week began on that
day. '

We are always happy to report
on the accomplishments of our
members. Walter Devanas di-
rected two one-act plays which
were shown at the Scenario Dinner
Theatre, next to the Fairfield
Community Theatre, on two
weekends in February. We are
pleased at his success.

Al Trainis

C-26 - WORCESTER, MASS.

The music of LES BROWN AND
HIS BAND REKNOWN and
SPIKE JONES AND HIS CITY
SLICKERS is as opposite as night
and day. Yet, both bands enjoyed

the sweet taste of success for many
years. Like an orchestra, every
organization has its own style, its
own manner of “making music”.
It's good to read in the “Vytis”
each month, via Council News, the
norms mastered by each council to
make “harmony” within its group.
We’'d like to share our “arrange-
ment” with you:

In spite of high competition in
bowling, Alex Pridotkas’ team
once again finished in first place at
the end of the first half of the
season. _

The two daughters of Aldona &
Robert Shumway welcomed a baby
brother this past winter. Aldona
teaches Lithuanian in the Wor-
cester “Night Life” program, and
her husband is a prominent

‘Worcester -attorney. Congratula-
‘tions!

With pride and pleasure do we
translate the following which ap-
peared in the Jan. 20 issue of the
Marian Fathers’ DRAUGAS: “Sis-
ter Joyce Ridick, S.S.C., was re-
cently written into the fourth
edition of the highly regarded
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women'’s almanac, THE WORLD

WHO'S. WHO OF WOMEN”.
Sister Joyce was once our council’s

recording secretary. Today she’s.a:
clinical psychologist. Sister’s par-
ents, John & Ann Ridick, are
members of our council.

Personal and family health
proble:ns have temporarily taken
Mildred Lapinskas from her Lith-
uanian Affairs duties. Her niece,
Patricia Kardokas, has volun-
teered to continue Millie’s efforts
for a while.

Rita Karrytais was a co-chair-
person recently for an impressive
meeting of economists in the
Worcester area. Rita worls at the
Norton Company here.

Several K of L’ers are among the
governing board at Maironis Park.
We'd like to congratulate Kazys
Adomavicius, Francis (Algis) Glo-
das, Edmund Grigaitis, Withold
Ivaska, Ray Jakubauskas and
Stephen Walinsky, Sr. who were
installed by our pastor, Father
Anthony J. Miciunas, M.I.C., at the
January installation program.

Mary Duggan, a clinical dietitian
at Hahnemann Hospital, was an
instructor in a course -called
“Diabetes Update” recently of-
fered by that hospital.

Father ' Benjamin Uzdavinis,
M.I.C., our Spiritual Director,
treads carefully! Aware of equal
rights and women'’s lib, Father Ben
asked, “Who are the chef-persons
for our pre-Lenten party?” The
committee was made up of Ann
Bender, Dorothy & Al Seilius, Rita
Pinkus (our president), Adele &
Francis Degutis, and Ann & Steve
Walinsky, Sr. It was a kugelis

supper.

Frank Roland. was hospitalized
and a knee operation followed. We

- wish him a complete and early re-
covery.

Carol & Bill Grigas co-chaired
the January ski-weekend. In their

group were Ann & Steve
Walinsky, Sr., Ellie & Steve
Walinwky, Jr., Peter & Donna
1vaska and Virginia Leleikis. K of,
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L’ers from other New England
councils joined these snow-bunnies
and enjoyed a wonderful few days
in the mountains.

Heartfelt condolences are ex-
tended to Marion Shapiro and the
other members of her family upon
the death in- February of her be-
loved brother.

And now we end our “jelly bean
journal” with best wishes for a
Joyous Easter from our president,
Rita Pinkus, as well as our pastor,
Father Miciunas, our Spiritual
Director, Father Uzdavinis, and
our entire membership!

Dzukelé

' C-145 - HOLYOKE, MASS.

Throughout the summer Viola
Markoski, Della Mikalis, Joan &
Laura Laframboise and Nell
Ruggles crocheted “granny
squares” that when sewn together
produced a superb afghan. This
afghan was offered as the first
prize in a raffle at our annual affair
held at Wistariahurst Museum.
The colors and pattern were
unique, so that selling tickets
presented no problem — the
afghan sold itself. Second prize
was a framed landscape scene from
one of Leo & Adele Laferriere’s
travels, third was a bottle of cheer,
and fourth was a crocheted toss
pillow made by Viola Markoski.

Immediately after Labor Day,
all of us in the council became
busier than the elves in Keebler’s
cookie factory. From the assembly
lines came crocheted, filled and
fancy pot holders, Lithuanian rope
dolls, toss pillows, laminated book
marks, vases, urns, and bowls of
dried flower arrangements. From
the fields we picked pampas grass,
eight-foot-tall swamp grass, milk-
weed pods, and wheat for the “do it
yourselves” folks. Indeed Nature’s
artistic gift to us was this graceful
bounty to enjoy in our homes
throughout the winter months.
While the chromatic sequence

varied from antique white to tan to

dark brown, we sprayed some with
colors, and others we retained “au
naturelle”.

The fever caught on and before
anyone could say “Sv. Kazimierai
melskis uZz mus”, there were more
donations for another raffle. First
prize here was a twenty-two price
white & gold ceramic manger set,
given by Imdlez & Steve Chivas.
Also donated by Chivas family
were an owl barn board wall
hanging, and a dried flower
arrangement encased in crystal.
Jinx Beaulieu made and presented
us with an exquisite macrame
handbag.

Even the mothers and friends of
our members created articles and
baked goods, besides contributing
to the financial support for the
success of our affair.

Everything was progressing
smoothly when on Nov. 15, just
about three weeks before our
affair became a reality, disaster
struck. While fixing a window
shade at home, Viola Markoski fell
and fractured her ankle. On the
same day, later in the afternoon
while walking to the bank, Della
Mikalis slipped, fell and fractured
her wrist. A few days later Adele
Laferriere fell and -fractured her

wrist. Yet these nice people knew
the import expected of each mem-
.ber for the success of this occasion.
So with limbs in casts they moved
about on crutches or with one arm

in a sling they conducted business
with the other. Some form of a
“Croix de Guerre” and a Kkiss on
each cheek for service rendered
beyond the call of duty should be
awarded to these extraordinary
ladies. Our affair was truly a great
guccess.

True to the old saying that
“when it rains it pours”, it sure did
for our coungjl. Al Laframboise
was offered an advancement up
the ladder of success. But a move

to Atlanta, Ga. was necessary. So
folks, if ever you pass through
Georgia, don’t be surprised if you
hear the Lithuanian language



spoken with a drawl! Joan, Al,
Laura and Brian moved from this
area on Dec. 15. As the Lafram-
boise family traveled south, the
arm of C-145 stretched all the way
south too, for Joan & Al will con-
tinue to remain members of our
council.

At our Dec. 5 meeting, Joan
Laframboise was presented with
an honorarium. It should be re-
membered that through Joan’s
effort and leadership we tri-
umphed in having Lithuanian
classes at the Holyoke High
School, our Lithuanian Concerts
and Boutiques at Wistariahurst
Museum, and mainly, the forma-
tion of C-145 here in Holyoke,
Mass. “Dékojame” from all of us
Joan, and we shall miss you, too.

To keep our house in order, it
was imperative to elect a new
council president. Our roster now
reads: Pres. Nell Ruggles, V.P.
James Adamaitis, Fin. Sec. Viola
Markoski, Sec. Imelda Chivas,
Treas. Priscilla Bernotas, Ritual
Della Mikalis, Historian Julie
Pasternak, Lith. Affairs Anthony
Ruggles. Already our new presi-
dent has projected our goals for
the coming season.

Margaret Picard
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C-110 - MASPETH, N.Y.

In an effort to regain indepen-
dence for the land of their fore-
fathers, Lithuanian - Americans,
during the month of February,
commemorated the declaration of
Lithuania’s Independence which
took place Feb. 16, 1918. Lithua-
nian-Americans are striving to
arouse public opinion against
tyranny and oppression in the land
of their fathers.

On Feb. 18 the council sponsored
a commemoration of the 61st
Anniversary of Lithuania’s Inde-
pendence at Transfiguration
Church commencing with the 11
AM. Mass celebrated by our

Pastor, Rev. Frank Bulovas.
Homilist was Rev. Stasys Raila.
Several Jrs. carried the flags, and
the girls made the symbolic offer--
ing of a Lithuanian cross, amber,
soil from Lithuania; and a bouquet
of flowers with ruta.

After Mass, the congregation of
about 150 assembled in the parish
hall for a short program. Father
Bulovas opened the program with
an invocation, and MAD Pres.
Larry Janonis and Natl. Pres.
Philip Skabeikis extended greet-
ings. Mrs. Nellie Skabeikis was
Mistress of Ceremonies, Jrs. Pres.
Leo Stungurys and Jr. member
Mark Adomaitis read the Consti-
tution in English and Lithuanian,
the Dist.’s 2nd V.P. Bro. George
Petkavage recited a prayer for

Lithuania from MARIJA GELBEK
MUS, and Mrs. Adele Nelson
spoke of the progress in Lithuania
during their 22 years of indepen-
dence. The singing of LIETUVA
TEVYNE MUSU closed the pro-
gram, and a luncheon was served"
under the direction of Mrs. Lottie
Ulrich. We wish to thank all of our
members, friends and parishioners
who participated in this comme-
moration and made it such a
meaningful experience.

After our own program, the of-

C-110, Maspeth, members at Lith. Independence Day Commemoration,



ficers of our ‘council and many
members and guests went on to
the Franciscan Cultural Center in
Brooklyn, N.Y., where a major
cultural commemoration was pre-
sented at 3 P.M.

Marian & Philip Skabeikis be-

came parents of their second child,

a girl, Catherine Marija. We ex-
tend heartfelt congratulations and.

best wishes to the proud parents
and their son Matthew, and to the
grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Anthony
Skabeikis and Mr. & Mrs. John
Sidtis, members of our council.

Our deepest sympathies are ex-
tended to the family of Vincent
Kuchinskas, on the death of their
father. :

We hope and pray for a speedy
recovery for our council’s Fin.
Secy. John Oliva who has been
hospitalized.

Council members honored St.
Casimir on Mar. 4 during the 11
AM. Mass at Transfiguration
Church.

Ann Sidtis

C-12 - NEW YORK, N.Y.

Judging by the tempo of the
January meeting, this should be a
“banner year for our council. Pres.
Joe Sleder kept the business at
hand moving at a crisp pace and
whoever had the floor at the
moment was never gulp prone.
Subjects were timely, interesting
and clearly presented. Human
Rights, or lack of same was in-
telligently discussed. Joe Remeika
had writing paper, envelopes and
stamps which he offered gratis to
anyone who, would pen a letter on
the spot to VIP's in the U.S.A. who
have plenty of liberty, or to
European unfortunates who have
none at all. The writers were very
busy people.

Plans were finalized to comme-
morate the 61st Anniversary of
Lithuania’s Independence. We at-
tended High Mass at Our Lady of
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C-110, Maspeth, Lith. Independence Day Celebration.

Vilnius Church, had a short pro-
gram of remembrance at Fr. Gu-
rinskas Hall, enjoyed a continental
breakfast, and then proceeded
with our regular monthly meeting.
It was well-attended.

Our people looked forward to
the bus trip to Scranton,
orchestrated by our Helen Shields.
A Dist. mini-convention as well as
a Communion breakfast was held
there on Mar. 11. Knowing the

‘Seranton people we knew it would
.be a huge success. Scranton has a

large Lithuanian colony and these
people are known and admired for
their generosity and hospitality.
For future reference, when and if
you stay in that anthracite city,
Hotel Casey is recommended. So is
Hotel Jermyn, which has an in-
teresting restaurant, the Purple
Cow. Here the food is a delight and
the portions are king-size.

There was some discussion
about reviving an activity at which
this council at one time excelled.
That would be bowling. A quick
survey: revealed that most of us
haven’t visited any lanes since our
teen-age years. If we do organize a
team, it would hardly be on a com-
petitive basis, — possibly more as
a social event, with a sincere desire
to keep the ball out of the gutters
as much as possible.

Our traveling brethren are still
at it. Anthony & Kazimiera Yaca-
vonis are back from Puerto Rico,
and Vincent Gendvilas takes a
freighter ride to Poland in April.
Of course, his ultimate destination
will be Lithuania. :

A postcard was received from
Supreme Council Treas. Teresa
Trainis. She and her husband
Alphonse spent New Year’s Day
watching a football game in
Pasadena, Calif. It was a clash of
two of the mightiest college teams
in the nation in an annual en-

counter known as the Rose Bowl.
The Vet

C-100 - AMSTERDAM, N.Y.

The Convention in Syracuse was
especially great for C-100 because
of the large representation of the
Amsterdamians, the display of
Amber by Polly Ziausys, the
featuring as one of the soloists at
the Cultural program of our
Spiritual Advisor, Rev. Robert K.
Baltch, and the Rev. Jutt award
being presented to our congress-
man Samuel S. Stratton!

We cannot forget the fabulous
Champagne party in Peter Hayes’
suite hosted by Peter and all the
Amsterdam K of L’ers in honor of



our man “SAM STRATTON”. The
suite was jammed. Faustas Strolia
and his accordion and songs were
an added attraction to all. He had a
special song for Congressman
Stratton. Flashes of bright lights
kept exploding in the room!
* Cameras were clicking. Everyone
wished to have a photograph of
Congressman Stratton.

Representing our council were
twenty-eight members. Four Ju-
niors attended: Gerry and Alan
Drenzek, Lisa Saikal and Michael
Mikolaitis.

Polly Ziausys (to the reporter’s
knowledge, this is a first), recited
one of her poems at one of the ses-
sions. OQur Jr. K of L'er, Lisa
Saikal, represented the Jrs. at the
head table at the closing banquet.

We extend congratulations to
member Isabelle McKinley who
was elected Natl. Trustee.

Six council members received
their 3rd degrees at one of the
sessions: Rev. Robert K. Balteh,
Charles Karbus, Isabelle McKin-
ley, Sephie Olbie, Mary Stanionis,
and Polly Ziausys.

We renewed friendships with
our Providence pals Phil & Aldona
Carter, and Marty Rusgi, Jack
Stukas, Frank & Sophie Zager,
Jean & Larry Janonis, Mary
Stonis, and many, many others.

Thanks a million to the Syracuse
council, to chairman Frank Pe-
trauskas, his wife Irene and
daughters, and to all the counecil
members who worked so diligently
and put on a marvelous Conven-
tion.

Sept. 18 found a large group
present for the first meeting after

the Natl. Convention. Father
Anthony Grigaitis said the opening
prayers.

President Radzevich had a large
pile of correspondence to be read,
including the first newsletter from
our new Natl. Pres. Philip Skabei-
kis. Reports were given on the
Natl. Convention.

Our Cultural Committee co-
chairperson, Regina Kot read an

article on the waterways of thhu-, .
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C-100 - Amerstam, N.Y. members
with Congressman Samuel S. Strat-
ton during Syracuse Nat'| Conven-
tion. L to R: Ann Radzevich, Mil-

ania. There are 160 rivers and
streams in the country of which
the principal river is the Nemunas.
Currently, there are 20,000
swamps in the country.

By unanimous verbal acclama-
tion, the members asked the same
officers to continue at their posts
for ONE MORE YEAR. So, the

following will remain for 1979:
Spiritual Advisor Rev. Robert K.

Baltch, Pres. Anthony Radzevich,
Vice-Pres. Gene Gobis, Treas.
Sophie Olbie, Secy. Nellie Liberis,

‘Kastravickas,

dred Whelly, Regina Kot, Con-
gressman  Stratton and Helen
Augun.

Sgts-at-Arms Walter Rusilas,
Charles Karbus, & Peter Sargalis.
The committee chairmen for the
following are: Lithuanian Affairs -
Edward Baranauskas, Ritual -
Mary Stanionis, Cultural
Ziausys & Regina Kot, Jr. Coun-
selors - Regina Kot & Gene Gobis.
A tasty treat was put on by the
Refreshment Committee of Judy
Betty Kuzmich,
Mary Stanionis and Helen Wojcik.
Smile & Sparkle

NAUJA KASDIENINE RADIJO
PROGRAMA CHICAGOJE

“Lietuvos Aidy” radijas nuo
kovo mén. 5 d. pradéjo transliuoti
savo laidas kasdien po puse valan-
dos: pirmadieniais - penktadieniais
9 val., SeStadieniais 7-8 val. vakare
per WOPA stoti 1490 AM bhanga.

Transliaciju programa labai
jvairi. Ji apima sveikatos, teisés,
religijos, kulinarijos, vaiku pasau-
lio, literaturos ir kt. temas. Kiek-
vienoje laidoje yra vis kas nors
nauja. Chicagos lietuviai jau seniai
lauké vakariniy radijo programuy,
nes kitos dvi kasdieninés progra-
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mos — Sophie Barcus ir Margu-
tis — transliuvojamos vidurdienj ir
i5 ryto. Dabar visos trys progra-
mos duodamos jvairiu laiku galés
patenkinti visus Chicagos lietu-
vius.

Mieli Chlcagos ir apylinkés lie-
tuviai vyéiai, klausykités “Lietu-
vos Aidy” radijo programos, kuriai
vadovauja vyté Kazé BrazdZionyte
ir nepamirskite jos paremti savo
aukomis. Padékite jaurai vytei
atlikti ta sunku darba!

Balys Svalia
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VYTIS

Return Requested

Address Correction Requested

2524 W. 45 St.
Chicago, IL. 60632

DEPART

Dec. 22
Mar. 05
Mar. 22
Apr. 12
Apr. 23
May 03
May 14
May 24
June 14
June 26
'July 04

July 24
Aug. 08

Aug. 21
Sept. 06
Sept. 20
Oct. 15

G-112
pe . JOSEPHIME DAUZVARDES
COMSULATE OF LITHUANEA
il €, ARTESIAN AVE.
0HICAGD, 1LL. 60629

RETURN

Jan. 05
Mar. 15
Mar. 31
Apr. 21
May 03
May 12
May 24
June 02
June 23
July 10
July 19

Aug. 07
Aug. 24

Sept. 05
Sept. 15
Sept. 29
Oct. 25

BALTIC HOLIDAYS
COME TO LITHUANIA in 1979
JOIN US AND FULFILL A DREAM THAT WILL HAVE ENDLESS MEMORIES

GROUP 30 G.I.T.

$1049.00
$ 779.00
849.00
849.00
849.00
849.00
849.00
899.00
899.00
$1249.00
$1199.00

LA A

$1249.00
$1199.00

$1249.00
$ 849.00
$ 849.00
$ 779.00

(Apex Fare)

$849.00
$899.00
$899.00
$899.00
$899.00
$899.00

(Group 30 fare)
(Group 30 fare)
(Super apex fare)
(Super apex fare)

(Super dpex fare)
(Super apex fare)

(Super apex fare)
(Group 30 fare)

$899.00
$849.00,

CONTACT: JONAS ADOMENAS
Tour Manager

CITIES AND NIGHTS

Vilnius
Vilnius
Vilnius
Vilnius
Vilnius
Vilnius
Vilnius
Vilnius
Vilnius
Vilnius
Vilnius

5, Warsaw
5, Warsaw

AN D UL (O

'

Moscow
Moscow
Warsaw
Moscow
Warsaw
Moscow
Moscow
Warsaw

3, Leningrad 3,
2

2, Copenhagen
, Copenhagen

, Copenhagen

, Copenhagen
, Copenhagen

VNN NNNNON

Moscow 2

1
1

, Kiev 3, Copenhagen 1

Riga 3, Leningrad 3, Moscow 2,
Copenhagen 1 '
Vilnius 5, Rome 5, Moscow 3
Vilnius 5, Riga 3, Leningrad 3, Moscow 2,
Copenhagen 1
Vilnius 5, Warsaw 5, Kiev 3, Copenhagen 1
Vilnius 5, Moscow 2, Copenhagen 1
Vilnius 5, Moscow 2, Copenhagen 1
Vilnius 5, Warsaw 2

TOURS INCLUDE FULL DAY EXCURSION TO KAUNAS AND HALF DAY TRIP TO TRAKAI

TRANS INTERNATIONAL TOURS, LTD.
535 Fifth Avenue

-New York, N.Y. 10017
212 - 697-7257

Group 30 fare must have 30 or more participants

The above is a paid odveriisémenf
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