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“The Early Years of Vy

The Knights of Columbus, founded in 41884, did not
begin their house organ, the Columbiad, (later - Colum-
bia) until nine years later. In contrast, within a little
over two years after foundation, the Knights of
Lithuania started publishing their ‘'own voice - Vytis.
The Lithuanian Knights’ haste to have their own journal
can be understood and appreciated only in the context
of events in the Lithuanian community at the outset of
the second decade of this century. ‘

Though churchgoers were in the ‘majority among
Lithuanians, a large and articulate dissident minority of
immigrants opened their wallets in supporting a variety
of newspapers and magazines reflecting socialist and
freethinking views. As a part of the Catholic counter-
movement to the inroads of their antireligious chur-
chless brethren, the Lithuanian Priests’ League was
revived in 1909 by Father Antanas Staniukynas. As
clergy priority endeavor, the weekly Draugas hit the
newstands in July of the same year from Wilkes-Barre,
Pennsylvania. This newspaper was to become the
leading religious voice among Lithuanians, alongside
several other endeavors. There was Katalikas in Chicago
(1899-1917), a weekly that became a daily in 1914, and
again a weekly in 1916 shortly before its demise. At one
time the paper :reached a peak of 9,000 subscribers.
Possibly the competition of Draugas, transferred to
Chicago in 1912, contributed to the cessation of
Katalikas. Editorial staff members included future
lights of the Knights of Lithuania such as: Ignas
Sakalas, Leonardas §imutis, and Matas Zujus. Only a
few other notable Catholic publications could be found
in the immigrants journalistic marketplace. E.G. Father
Antanas Milukas was providing essays and local
newsbits in his quaigi‘dé" (1901-1923, 1926-1944).
Likewise, Catholic workingmen had just launched their
Darbininkas in August 1915 as a semi-weekly in Boston.
Otherwise there were no substai:tial Catholi¢ publica-
tions on the scene when Vytis was to fiil a dire need to
give Lithuanian youth its own outlet.

Not surprisingly, therefore, delegates at the Chicago

-.convention of July 1915 mandated the publication of a

tis
Father William Wolkovich

journal,. enthusiastically pooling together $50 for the
venture. The monthly got off to a good start in the
capable hands of three Lithuanian-born youths, then
college students: Aleksandras M. Ra'(:l\c’us and Kazys
PakStas as coeditors, with Leonardas Simutis as ad-
rhinistrator.{_Raékué - future surgeon, numismatist, iour
nalist, and well-known activist - was then studying ai
Loyola University. Even as a youth, he displayed in-
tense ethnic zeal, earning from his peers the am!:sing
knickname ‘‘trumpas Vytautas,”” an allusion to his
small stature. PakStas - the future geographer,
geopolitist, eloquent orator and famed activist - a fresh
arrival from the homeland the previous year was a stu-
dent at Valparaiso University. He was quickly named
““storas Kegstutis’ because of his patriotic fervor and
physical bulk. §imutis, enrolled at St. Bede College in
Peru, Illinois, likewise would eventually establish
himself in a distinguished career as journalist and ac-
tivist in many organizations, including the Knights of
Lithuania. He too merited a popular name, ‘‘ilgas
Leonardas,’” a jocose reference to his notable height.
The editorial policy indicated that the journal would
be non-political, though. the staff would monitor con-
temporary events and report on their significance. The
board disclaimed any intention to polemicize with
enemies of the Knights’ ideals, but would not remain
timid in the face of, attacks. Declaring a spirit of
tolerance, Vytis would seek to answer charges, not with
slander and sarcasm, but by the power of persuasion.
The editors disclaimed any notion of trampling on the
goals of others with whom they disagreed, asking only
that dissenters not impede the K. of L| pursuit of its
ends. Vytis aimed to be ‘“‘wholly ethnic in Catholic

- spirit” (grynai tautiSkai-katalikiSkoje dvasioje’?)

The magazine began at 731 West 18th" Street in
Chicago, with the first issue dated October 1, 1915. It
appeared in a 6 1/2 x 9 1/2”’ format of twenty-four
pages, with artwork by Izidorius Ileikis adorning the
cover. (In August 1917, the size was increased to 7-7/8 x
11°’). The Lithuanian-bern Ileikis was then a student of
sculpture and art at the Chicago Institute of Art. He

e



later excelled in museum science and diaroma. His
drawing for Vytis shows a knight astride a steed rearing
up on its hind legs, perched atop of castle remains. In
the distance below are a pair of wayside crosses. Ileikis’
design continued in use as the magazine cover through
the end of December 1916. (One cannot tell for some
issues hence, since unfortunately the ALKA copies of
Vytis for this period are lacking covers). The August 30,
1917 issue carried a new logo, combining the charging
" knight, Vytautas’ castle at Lake Trakai, and the famed
sculpture - “‘Lietuvos Mokykla,”” (mother at spinning
wheel, with child and family dog) by Petras Rim¥a.
Contents of the inaugural issue include: editorials; an
essay on culture by seminarian ““Pr. J-as”’ (Pranciskus
M. Juras); a poem ‘“‘Meile’’ (Love) by ‘L. Silelis,
pseudonym for Leonardas §imutis and the musical

score of Aleksandras Aleksandravitius (later shortened

to Aleksis) for another Simutis poem, ““I Darbg”’ (To
Work); photo of the entire assembly at the Chicago
1915 convention, with identification of each partici-
pant; the first segment of a one-act comedy,
“Kumutes’’ by ‘“‘Leonardas’’ (most likely Simutis);
photo and obituary of Petronelé Laurinaite, the
seventeen-year-old Knight of ‘Cicero, Illinois who
perished when a pleasure-craft capsized. The cor-
respondence column, ‘‘Kas Jaunimo Veikiama’’
(What’s Going On With Youth), that was to be a stan-
dard feature, carried notices from Boston, Chicago,
Cicero, and Cleveland. The closing pages included com-
ments by the Supreme Secretary, P. Mulevi¢ius;
editorial responses to questions; acknowledgements of
donations for the press fund; and the roster of supreme
officers. The final page contained a list of recommended
publications: 1)Draugas, 2) Darbmmkas 3) 2va1g5de'
4) Pa%anga, 5) Moksleivis, 6) Isezwu Draugas, 7) Tikyba
ir Dora, 8) Tautos Rytas, 9) gwesa 10) Zvirblis. The
little-known local papers were No. 6, published at
Shamokin, Pennsylvania by Father Joseph Norbut; No.
7-Forest City, Pennsylvania; No. 8-Westfield,
Massachusetts; No. 9-Waterbury, Connecticut; and a
surprising No. 10-a comic publication from Mossend,
kFanarkshire in Scotland.

Despite a momentary, initial, optimistic mood, Vytis
went to press under an uncertain, shaky financial cloud.
With little cash on hand, the editors barely managed to
put the first issue into print, as the ‘‘Knights began to
- grumble and engage in impatience,’”” wondering aloud if
the magazine would last. Immediately councils were
urged to submit the reduced rate of fifty cents per
member, as the annual subscription cost. The regular
fee was $1.50 for the year, with a $2 charge for foreign
readers. To reach beyond the membership, agents were
recruited in various locals with the lure of a twenty-five
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per-cent commission. The November 1915 issue listea
names and addresses of salesmen in Akron, Ohio;
Athol, Boston, and Worcester in Massachusetts;
Chicago and Cicero in Illinois; Cleveland; Hartford;
Lewiston, Maine; and Waterbury, Connecticut.
Overseas promoters included four agents in England,
reaching subscribers in that country and in Scotland.
Despite the hazards of overrun, the staff undertook to
print 2500 copies by summer of 1916, and 3350 a year
later.

Under adverse conditions, the paper just rrianaged to
survive its first few months to the end of 1915. For this
first quarter year, Pakstas received a salary of $70, and
Rafkus pocketed $62.87. Simutis generously waved his
wage to allow the Vytis to survive. Still, the journal
periodically struggled to avoid deficits, sometimes runn-
ing late in meeting deadlines. A chronic complaint by
the business manager was the failure of most members
to pay for their subscriptions. Eventually, the staff was
forced to solicit paid announcements as an obvious
means of income. The Supreme Committee voted to
permit such advertising, with the first two notices ap-
pearing in the issue of May 30, 1920. In December of
1927 a successful drive netted many Christmas greetings
from businessmen and professionals. By winter of 1928,
there were numerous notices, including full-page ads for
presidential candidate Al Smith, and for the team of
Hoover and Curtis.



Overcoming financial pitfalls, nevertheless, Vytis was
destined to play an essential role in the internal life of
the Knights. The annual convention, to be sure, provid-
ed a platform for expression of viewpoints and resolu-
tions. But travel costs limited access for the majority of
members. Meanwhile, the journal furnished members
with a readily-available forum for airing ideas, recom-
mendations, and criticisms. The Journhl itself was a
target for adverse views.

In the early years, readers did not hesitate bluntly to
criticize and to recommend style-change of Lithuanian,
admixture of English, selection of contents, and fre-
quency change from monthly to weekly. Periodic curt
editorial replies drew several district resolutions for
more politeness.  Contributors too had to be toned
down. Some correspondences reeked with personal at-
tacks, and accordingly were refused publication. In
response to requests, a news review-‘‘Apzvzalga’’-was
added to the layout. Self-initiated improvements soon
appeared, such as a book review column called
‘“Bibliografija ir Kritika.”’

A momentary critic in 1918 was the future renowed
writer, Vincas Mykolaitis Putinas. While an exile in
Russia, he came across a few issues of Vytis which to
him “‘truth to tell, seemed rather mediocre.”’ But in
Switzerland, he later changed his mind when he became
better acquainted with the journal, coming to regard it
as “‘one of the respectable and attractive’’ Lithuanian
publications.

Essays and letters-to-the editor touched on debates
such as: opposition of the clergy to the Knights; use of
English instead of Lithuanian, at council meetings;
members’ participation in organizations or publications
inimical to Catholic ideals; dangers of assimilation to
the host culture! In regard to the last-named dispute,
- certain styles of dancing (e.g. the tango), loitering in
poolrooms and saloons, and use of cosmetics were
among the contested issues. Chronic were complaints
about apathy in membership ranks and failure to pay
dues and subscriptions. Loss of ethnicity
(‘“‘istautejimas’’) was the most common topic of con-
cern, provoking many letters and essays.

In response to the prime issues of the era, World War
I and happenings in Europe received major attention in
Vytis, coloring the selection of material. Activities in
behalf of the homeland were regularly transmitted to
the readership, such as the nationwide ‘‘Lithuanian Tag
Day’’ in the fall of 1916 to aid war victims. As Knights
entered military service, their departure receptions were
publicized. Gratis copies of the Knights’ publications
were sent to various military camps around the country.
Accounts of injuries and fatalities began to darken the
pages of Vytis. Along side other Lithuanian publica-
tions, this voice shared in promoting the drive for

‘restored independence, and pioneered in fostering the

formation of a Lithuanian Brigade. This military unit
was to travel overseas to fight with homeland forces for
total liberation.

To support revival of |Lithuanian , editorials often
urged readers t0 enroll in night courses to equip
themselves in basic learning. Furthermore, Vytis en-
couraged as a partiotic duty the acquisition of crafts and
skills and entry into professions in preparation for, per-
manent return to Lithuania. This fervent though
unrealistic call was frequently sounded in the columns
of the journals.

In its own endeavors to enhance cultural awareness
among readers, Vytis periodically printed short plays,
poems, and musical scores. Among contributors who
were to carve a niche for themselves in Lithuanian
circles one finds:-the above-mentioned Putinas; also,
Aleksandras Aleksis, Faustas Kirfa, Stasys Pieza,
Leonardas Simutis, Simas Sufiedelis, and Tumas-
Vaizgantas.

The early editors’ efforts were not always ap-
preciated. Their scholarly bent was perhaps above the
heads of many of the readers of limited literacy. An
anonymous article of May 15, 1921 pleaded for greater
variety in content, asserting| that '“Today it’s (Vytis) too
serious, indigestible to our youth, serving only those
who are educated.’”” In time, competent writers like
Pak¥tas and Ralkus withdrew from their editorial
duties, to pursue full-time careers elsewhere. Subse-
quently editorial hands changed a number of times. The
sophisticated efforts of Stasys Pieza notwithstanding,
by 1927 the quality of the journal 'plainly deteriorated.
PieZa had been running a series of remarkable articles
under the title-‘‘Criticism, Reviews, Poetry.’’ But there
was nothing else of comparable value. Meanwhile, the
lengthy correspondence columns were splattered with
childish prattlings that the editors hesitated to edit or
omit. Such nonsense)becamda further topic of con-
troversy, some favoring wide latitude in accepting such
copy, while others clearly saw through such vacuous
scribblings. The debate over such “‘trash’’ spread over
many months. On one occasion even a column on
astrology found its way into the pages of Vytis!

Happily, in time to come the K. of L. organ regained
its stature, and achieved some admirable heights of con-
temporary vintage, for example, under the hand of
Loretia Studkas and Aldona Ryan. To name only a few
achievements, there come to mind the commemorative
issue of St. Casimir’s 500th anniversary of death and
splendid articles on Lithuanian language by Algirday
Budreckis, Ph.D. But these later accomplishments are
another story that remains to be told.

' (THE END)
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At the third National Conven-
tion which was held in Chicago in
July 1915, it was decided to publish
a Knights of Lithuania organ. The
first issue of VYTIS appeared on
October 21, 1915 edited by Dr. Al
Ratkus and Dr. K. Pakstas with
Leonard Simutis as business ad-
ministrator. [. Ileikis designed a
symbolic cover with a knight on a
horse. The first issue contained 16
pages “filled with pictures, plays,
prose, poetry, official news, council
news and articles to inspire action.”

After Dr. Pakftas and Dr.
Rackus, the editors were M. Zujus
(1916-1920) and Ignas Sakalas
(1920-1926). The practice of
publishing VYTIS every two weeks
in the Lithuanian language con-
tinued through 1926.

For a short period, K. Jonaitis
took over editorship. He was follow-
ed by P. Zdankus as editor from
1927 to 1930. The English language
was introduced in 1927 over much
controversy.

Mr. Zdankus returned to
Lithuania in 1930 and the helm of
VYTIS was taken over by A.
Lapinskas followed by Rev. A.
Valantius and K. Savickus in turn.

The editors for next four years
were M. Petraitis (1938-1939), An-
tanas Skirius (1939-1941) and Ed
K ubaitis (1941-1942).

VYTIS
1915-1985
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A crisis was reached when many
male writers went off to war in 1942 .
Ed Kubaitis, J. Pilipauskas and
Ignas Sakelas returned for awhile.

In 1946, the VYTIS press was
liquidated and the publication of
VYTIS was transferred to S. Boston
for printing by the DARBININKAS
presses. It was then edited by Phyllis
Grendal and J. Kumpa.

In 1947, Dr. Pak$tas came back
for a short term. In 1948, A.
Vaiciulaitis assumed editorship with
Phyllis Grendal.

Dr. Juozas Leimonas worked
with dedication from 1951 to 1961.
During that time, the Sisters of the
Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in Putnam, CT
printed VYTIS.

It should be noted here that
Phyllis Grendal was listed as an
“assistant” for 15 years but it was her
devotion as a promoter and writer
that made VYTIS become a well-
known publication by the Lithua-
nian community.

In 1961, the cost of publishing
VYTIS became greater than the dues
money and donations available. The
Supreme Council looked into
“offset” printing. VYTIS was moved
to Chicago to be printed by Vladas
Vijeikis, owner of ViVi Printing
Company. Fr. P. Cinikas was
appointed editor with Marilyn

by Aldona Ryan

Kareiva as assistant editor. Father
Cinikas had to resign due to unex-
pected change in duties and Loretta
Kassel, Eleanore Laurin and
Marilyn Kareiva assisted by Irene
Sankus and Ignas Sakalas launched
the “new” VYTIS.

For the years 1961-1963, Loretta
Kassel, with her staff, edited VYTIS
encouraged by the expressions of

appreciation for dependable
scheduling, interesting use of
photography and continued

monetary savings.

When Loretta was forced to
devote less time to VYTIS, Ann
Pieza (for several issues) and Linda
Vaicekauskas (1964) took over the
helm.

When Irene Sankus took over
editorship in 1965, she found yet
another way to save K of L money
with the institution of a Christmas
Greeting campaign which helped
offset a portion of the printing
expenses.

Irene found it necessary to resign
in 1970 and Loretta (Kassel) Stukas
became the editor. During her term,
staff members included Rita Ochs,
Regina Malakas, Josephine Zukas,
Marilyn Kareiva and Lucille Kilkus.

Loretta Stukas continued as -
Editor-in-Chief for ten years with
many improvements and interesting
innovations taking place. VYTIS
was a stable publication and
monetarily sound.

Due to her organizational
abilities and devotion to Knights of -
Lithuania causes, she was elected
National President in 1981. Her
VYTIS duties were taken over by
Aldona Ryan from Centerville,
Ohio.

Aldona started writing stories for

| VYTIS in 1965. She had spent terms

as National Cultural Chairman, Mid
Central District President and she
had a journalism background as a
special feature writer for the
DAYTON DAILY NEWS. She
gave up her job at the NEWS to
become editor of VYTIS in 1981.



She continued many of the
features as started by Loretta Stykas
and added some others such as
“Language Lore” by Algirdas
Budreckis, and “Cook’s Corner” by
Mary Lucas, Honorary Member.

She was assisted by Stefanija

Rastikis as Lithuanian Editor, and"

Vida Gecas doing lay-out. Gerry
Mack became the new Circulation
Manager and was later replaced by

Scottie Zukas of Chicago.

.When Aldona Ryan suffered a
serious hand injury from a fall in the
summer of 1984, Bernice Aviza was
appointed Associate . Editor and
took over many of the duties. Ruth
Kazlauskas remained as the
“Lithuanians in the News” editor
and Helen Chesko has been the
«Council Activities” editor for the

past four years. . |
Throughout all 1ts changes in

staff, format and language, VYTI®
stood firm in its role as the“Pulse of
the K of L”. Its effectiveness is the
result of a joint effort of the staff,
writers and readers. |

Note: Much of the material for this
story was taken from--an article
written by Eleanore Laurin ,and

Loretta Stukas in the November
1975 edition of VYTIS.
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Paulius A. Baltakis, O.F.M.

Bishop for the Spiritual Assistance of the Lithuanian
Catholics Living Outside of Lithuania.

The question of vocations to the priesthood and
religious life is of vital importance to the CHURCH at
the present time. The future of the Church and its mis-
sions depends on how this question will be solved. The
concern for vocations is the concern of all of us.

The Holy Father repeatedly brings up this question. On
Good Shepherd Sunday, Vocation Sunday, the Pope
turned to the entire Catholic world, urging the people to
‘be concerned with vocations. This past March, he issued
‘a letter to the youth of the world on the occasion of the
International Youth Year. He speaks about religious
values, moral consciousness, and openness to the call of
- Christ inviting them to leave all and follow Him.

The Vocation crisis is acute throughout the whole
world, but especially the the West. Many of the so called
Catholic countries are beginning to fear for the existence
of their faith. In Western Europe, for example, 40% of
the parishes already have po priests!

The Vocation crisis is also very real to us Lithuanians!
Not too long ago, the deep faith of our nation was
‘manifested in a family’s deep concern that one of its sons
would be called to the priesthood. Even today despite.
severe religious persecution, Lithuania is not lacking in
vocations to tae priesthood or religious life. In spite of
the mandatcry atheistic education, the youth of
Lithuania are dra:}ing closer to religion. This year 19
seminarians were ordained to the priesthood! As for the
free'world? We must admit the prospect is a very sad one.

Vocations do not come of themselves. Various current
stafiistics confirm this. Vocations take root and are nur-
- turkd in a proper Christian environment: by community
' pkaver and penance, a strong communal faith and vir-
'tuous living. This is what will inspire youth to follow
- Christ fearlessly. - '

10

AN URGENT CONCERN
FOR VOCATIONS

SPEAK LORD...
TO OUR LITHUANIAN YOUTH. ..

THEY ARE YOUR SERVANTS
AND THEY WILL LISTEN..

One the occasion of the anniversary of our Chris-
tianization, let us deepen our interest in our nation’s
Christian vocation, and our responsibility for the future
of its faith.

THE POPE SPEAKS TO OUR YOUTH

. On March 3], 1985, on the occasion of the Interna-
tional Youth Year, Pope John Paul II issued an
apostolic letter to the youth of the world.

. Pope John Paul II wishes that the paths of our youth
meet in Christ — that our youth return to Christ and
the Gospels.

. Each of our young people has been entrusted by God
with an individual task. Let us encourage our youth
to enter into themselves, to enter into a prayerful
conversation with Christ that they may find that eter-
nal thought which God their creator has for
them — we must encourage them to find their Chris-
tian vocation. '

. We urge our youth to pray, for it will help them to
become more fully human and to know other human
beings. We grow through contact with God. The
truth of man has its incomparable culmination in
Jesus of Nazareth. Let us give of ourselves and
become fulfilled people.

FOR OUR LTHUANIAN YOUTH. . .
... A list of religious institutions of Lithuanian origin

... A list of people who also had doubts, questions
about what their Christian vocations were to be.
They, too, were once youth. '
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. St. Casimir College

Rev. A. Bartkus
Via Casalmonferrato, 20
0082 Rome, Italy

. Jesuit Fathers

Rev. A. Saulaitis, S.J.
Lituanian Jesuit Fathers
2345 W. 56th St.
Chicago, Il. 60636

. Marian Fathers

Rev. Timothy Roth, MIC
Novitiate Director

Box 73

Thompson, Ct. 06277

. Franciscan Fathers

Rev. Bernardine Grauslys, OFM
St. Anthony Friary :
Kennebunkport, Me. 04046

. Salesian Fathers

Rev. St. Sileika, SDB
3426 Parthenais
Montreal, Que. Canada
H2K 3T7

. Sisters of St. Francis

Vocation Director

Sisters of St. Francis
Grove & McRoberts Rds.
Pittsburgh, Pa 15234

. Sisters of St. Casimir

Sister Regina Marie, SSC

Sisters of St. Casimir Motherhouse
2601 W. Marquette Rd.

Chicago, Il. 60629

. Sisters of the Immaculate Conception

Sister Ann Mikaila

Immaculate Conception Convent, Rt. 21

Putnam, Ct. 06260

Sisters of Jesus Crucified
Sister David, CJC

St. Peter Convent

488 East Seventh St.
So. Boston, MA 02127
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DO WE NEED DEACONS?

YES! John Kavaliunas raised the question goncerning
the need of Lithuanian deacons in his article ““Let us help
our brothers in . faith’’, which was published in
DRAUGAS and DARBININKAS.

in America at the present time there are 7120 active .
deacons and 2114 preparing for ordination. Lithuanian
deacons, however, are only a few. If English speaking
parishes need deacons, so much more do we, if we want
religious services and assistance in our own language.

Anyone desiring to become a candidate, may apply to
the local bishop or to Bishop Baltakis, OFM. He will con-
sult with the diocese or a special seminary concerning the
preparation. It is possible to choose the parish or diocese
in his jurisdiction, in which the deacon would like to
serve the Lithuanians.

CHRIST STILL SPEAKS TODAY:
““You did not choose me, but I have chosen you. . .”.
ARE YOU LISTENING TO HIS CALL???

SCHOLARSHIP FOR LITHUANIAN
SEMINARIANS

Father Joseph Prunskis, Associate Pastor at St.
Symphorosa Parish, Chicago and also Director of Infor-
mation for the Lithuanian-American Council, has
established a scholarship fund for Lithuanian students
for the priesthood.

The Father Joseph Prunskis Scholarship Fund is to be
administered by the Brooklyn-based Lithuanian Catholic
Religious Aid. Recipients of scholarships will be chosen
by a committee consisting of the Bishop for Lithuanians
outside Lithuania, the President of Lithuanian Catholic
Religious Aid, and the president of the World'Lithuanian
Roman Catholic Priests’ League. The jury currently con-
sists of Bishop Paul Baltakis, OFM, Bishop Vincent
Brizgys, and Fr. Augusutine Simanavicius, OFM, Pro- .
vincial of the Lithuanian Franciscans.

In general -the shortage of priests to
staff over 100 Lithuanian parishes in the U.S, alone, is
particularly acute. Moreover the cost of training a priest
has risen along with all other costs. ,

Information on the scholarship can be obtained from:

Lithuanian Cathbdlic Religious Aid
351 Highland Blvd. '
Brooklyn, NY 11207

(718) 647-2434

mn
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CULTURAL CORNER: Abejojantiems!

Daug metu dingo bedugng€j laiko
Ir uZmirszimo jur€j nuskendo,
Kaip kalba skamba Lietuvos vaiko
Ir kaip jal prieszai naikinti bando;

In the Frackville, Pennsylvania Lithuanian Cultural
Museum, sponsored by the Knights of Lithuania, An-
thracite Council 144, there are many old and valuable

. Lithuanian newspapers and books.

Among these is a complete set of the magazine, B.et-gl .Lletuva buna ik sziolei,
““Auszra’’, printed in 1885. Rather than write an article Lietuvis savo kalba uZlaikg,
this month, I thought a few poems from these volumes Nors prieszai mumis vaikys, kaip vaike,
would be a reminder to the Knights of Lithuania of what Bet deimants szitas spindes patolei,
our forefathers wrote and read. Ik Zemé risis aplinkui saul€s
Most interesting is the way this was printed. As you can Ik augs ant josios augalai, vaisei. . .

see it was printed ‘‘Auszra’’ not “Aulra”’
Anna Klizas Wargo

Kol neZus szilma ant mus’ pasaulés,
Kol vamzdis sudo neuZusz baisei!
Ka drisau tarti?!...Neliaus skambeti,
Svétui pas’baigus, kalba Lietuvos;
Tenai — danguse t€vu mus kruvos —
Labai jie megsta savaip kalbéti!
Ir mes numire jus atlankysim:
Vos j jis Zodi tik iszkalb&sim
Ir meilei jusius vos pasveikisim.
Szeip jus atsakant iszgirst galésim:
Vaikai! garbingi €sat ir buvot,
“Kad dulkes, kaulus musu gudojot,
““Ant savo speku viltj vis klojog
“Ir meil&j kraszto nebeuZzkliuvot!
Séskit su mumis garbint vis PramZiu —
““Czion litisi busit nu nedorybiu;
“‘Galit czion likties tarp mus’ ant am¥iu:
““Nepristoksit czion tokiu ramybiu!’’

* % % %

A \‘v_;\(f\l\:\\,.\
53;5\2 'A.-::n\ Q. . ’ ' 4 n '
o2 vom SR S Wt B abejonel szalin ni musu!
OSSR LU=l (N Y Szalin pailsims ir nus’minimas!. . .
éﬁi\?ﬁ‘d alatg PO = .\\\'mm. RASASS Szenai, viltis, eik, noras prie trusu,

3 P 0 5
v o5 u\'_\t\\lol‘:’-b%‘l \\:\Y‘s-\k\-w-sl\\&

5 (O A 3 . - - . . '
SiBTos Q_\k‘ax\;a\.\ ks BN Iszkilmé€ dvas€s, nepailsimas!

oriazkol = ceaywie*\  Nors maZi 8sam, tik nesidikim —
5 ',- X \b . . ‘. > " . .
X AN » 40 RoP Neleiskim prieszu Sesti i kerczia,

orGlaml BZiCKIa-wY \&'-,\ ptaako 0L Lo b

K T WADTAsZOmm, WTOThIST ﬁ-\ dang W

WBER L rdeti, Mung e GO BEOS | redutts
N\ reorROCZN  pridetl. s

Q}-Q '9"\ m::\‘g,\\l '\37-3‘\1‘&»

L

Bet ta patarle suprasti dikim:

“‘Ir ma¥as kupstas veZima verczia!”’
Tam ne daug metu vos keli buvom,
It rasztu jokiu kad neturejom
Szendien jau szimtais j darba griuvam
Ir turim daug to, ko nereg€jom,;

U% keliu metu stipresneis busim.

. MindZiokim szendien ta nusiminima:

2 Lai isz mus’ ko%nas tur supratima,

12 Jog mes Lietuvei nekad neZusim!

o | e Lai priészu biina ir kiauri $imtai,

: : Bet mes ant juju vilties neklosim,

Savo vedé€jei, syki paimtai,

Tarnaut, neilstant, n&€kad nestosim.




Bunant vedgjos szios pasekejais,
Ko mes stokojam, viskg patirsim,
- Tik abejone ein lai su vejais—-
Lai nekad spéku sav nepakirsim!
Akmu sukruszta, medis supuva,
GeleZi, pliena rudys suéda,
Lietuvos vaikui yr didé géda
Tarti, jog jausmai szventi jo Zuva;
N&s szitie jausmai negali nykti,
Pakol krutienj szirdis taksena,
Gyslose kraujas pakol sriavena,
Pakol krutinej szirdis taksena,

Tuls nors isz musu amZiu u%snaudZia.

Ant jojo kapo rutu pas€sim,
Jam uZgiedosim mes rauda graud¥ia

Ir Toliaus mes szventa darba tesésim.

Kad iszaugs rutos isz jo krutings,
Klaistjs ju kvapa pusdamas véjas;
Ju kvaps s&s karszta meilg tévynés,
Krutinen Zmogaus nusu i&jes.

Pre koZno darbo viltis tur buti,

Nes ji suszildo koZna vedéja;

Ir mus vedg€joj ji netur %uti,

Norints but gaujos prieszu sus’&je.
Be vilties ka-gi dirbdams isp@si?
Tikrai sav pelno jokio nedusi!
Lygei veZiman kad vaZiut sesi,
VadZias paleidgs, kur nuvaZiisi?!

P. 26 geguzio 1885 m. K.S.V.
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| - Atsibuskim!

- O Lietuvei, atsibuskim!
§avo kalba nepameskim!
Zidinelj sav papuskim
Ir-gi malkos ten uZmeskim!

Juk suirgs musu krasztas,
Padalitas i tris’ dalis,
Juk atimtas ir-gi rasztas,
Apie tai skelb visos szalys.
Kas kum galim, prisidékim,
Kad Lietuvon mokslas Yengtu,
Kaip igalint knigas sekim,
Kad Zmonelei save remtu.
Musu Zemé bus laiminga,
Kad save paZis Lietuvei,
- Musu dvas€ bus laisvinga,

Busim Zmones,. kaipo bt

Kas jau Lenkais, Gudais virtot,

Dar jums laikas atsibusti,

Kad jus moczei ausin kirtot,
Pas’taisykit — nepraZus’te.

Laikas kilo datyrimo:
Lietuvos kalbele graZi;

Svies kaimynai paklydima,
Seni, jauni, didi, ma¥i.

O lietuve! mylimiau-.
Dirbkim visi dél tévynes;
Musu kalba juk szvelniausia,
Nors u%likro prie milings.

Mokslingiejie jau sukilo
Savo krasztg uztaryti,

O artojams lai bus meilu
Noris Auszra paskaityti;

Czia atras kiekvienas tiesa,
Kas Lietuvoj panaikinta,
Czia atras taipo-gi szviesa,

Ir prikels-gi, kas paminta.
27. spalinio 1884 m.

A. B. Sziurpulys.

Tévyne.

 Asz tEVyn‘éj jusu bunu

. “
Ir ant amZiu dabar Zunu,

. Savo kalba tik daboju,

Vis taip verkiu ir dumoju;
Aszaromis nei nuplaunu, .

- Dar gilesnia rong gaunu.

Sunki valanda ateina,
Akys man kraujais apeina,
Kaip pamislyju ant anu,
Szitai, vaiku 2emés mano,
Ant ju noru ir kaltybiu,
Ant ju turtu ir linksmybiu.
Del ju viskas yr per néka,
Nenumano sunku gréka;
Dél ju turtai ir linksmybé
Stojos laimes uz czélybe.

* % % & *

Nei, Lietuvei, jus| dumokit
Ir kaltybiu nerokukit;
Tiktai gjkit po |teisybe,
Neszkit szviesg ir vienybg
Del tu vaiku dar jaunuju,

Kad ju dvaseé neklaidziotu,
Tiesos kelia kad dabotu,

Jau nugjg i szviesybe

Su ta szirdyj malotiybe \
Dél tos kalbos, kur lopszel€j
Jiems 'dainavo matuszele
Szitaip graudZei, aszaringai,
Taip malonei, o teisingai.

- - g“

Savo kas nemyl tevyne,

Tegul atmen tas gadyne,

Kad czia pradZia amziaus gavo
kad jos kalba szirdyj savo

Liki smerczio tur Zinoti,

Liki grabo tur neszioti

Szirdies savo atminime,

Kad nebutu uZmirszime.:

Ir jos varda tur neszioti,

Ir jos ginkla tur daboti;

Del jos prakaito liejimas,

Dél jos vargas ir kentimas;
Mus’ tokie tévai buvojo

Ir Zemaiczius, Lietuvoje,
Tegul aptur jiejie garbg

Tam szventamiam juju darbe. .
Vyturio sesu.

13
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FR. JURGELAITIS HONORED BY PROVIDENCE COLLEGE

Providence College honored six distinguished alumni
at the 29th National Alumni Awards Dinner held on
May 31st at Providence College.

This year’s honorees included our own Father
Anthony A. Jurgelaitis, O.P. of the Class of 39. A Pro-
fessor of Spanish, he was cited for 36 years of dedicated
service as a priest/educator. He received the
Faculty/Staff Award for Religious. A member of the
Modern Languas~ Oepartment since 1949 Father
Jurgelaitis epitomizes thé quiet, unprententious, but
highly ¢alented ominican teacher who forms the foun-
dation of Providence College.

Present at the dinner and the presentation were more
than 50 Lithuanians: Fathers I. Gedvila, pastor of Saint
Casimir’s parish, Father P. Shakalys, pastor of St.
Casimir’s parish in Brockton, Father V. Cukuras and
Sisters Apollinara and Ona from Putnam, Conn. There
were Knights of Lithuania from Brockton, So. Boston,
Norwood and Providence.

When Father received the award, five tables stood up
as one and sang ‘“‘ILGIAUSIU METU”’.

Dr. John J. Cunningham, of the Class of 47, member
of the Board of Governors of the Alumni Association
read the citation. Dr. Cunningham is husband of Biruta
Ciocys, former President of Council 103.

The citation began: ‘‘Rev. Anthony A. Jurgelaitis,
O.P., Class of ’39—Devoted Dominican priest for 41
years, prominent linguist, skilled teacher, and ahove all
a compassiondte and warm human being...your life has
wonderfully enhanced the spiritual and academic life at
Providence College since 1949.’ s

Dr. Cunningham then noted the accomplishments of
Father Jurgelaitis including his service as Dean of

Fr. Jurgelaitis receives

Providence College

29th National
Alumni Award

Discipline, as Chairman of the Modern Language
Department, as member of the Committee on Rank and
Tenure, as Moderator of several student organizations.
Also cited were his activities ouiside the college, such as
his Spanish classes on television, his radio work (on
“Liberty Bell’”” a Lithuanian Radio Program in
Brockton, Mass.)

He continued: ‘‘Especially noteworthy has been your
service as spiritual and educational advisor to the New
England and Supreme Council of the Knights of
Lithuania for which the Lithuanian community holds
you in great este=m.

Present at the Awards Dinner were Father Jurgelaitis’
sisters: Nellie Yanovitch, Sister M. Baptista, CJC, Sister
M. Paulina, CJC and his nephew Robert and his niece.
Marie and hér husband, Dennis.

After receiving the award, Father Jurgelaitis thanked
the College and the Alumni Association. Then, explan-
ing that in a very special way he was most thankful to
his sister Nellie ‘‘who by her patient and self-sacrificing
care of our mother during her failing years gave me the
time and freedom to do my Dominican thing with you
and for you here on campus,’’ he presented her with a
bouquet of red roses, as the alumni showed their ap-
preciation by sincere applause. ‘

Loretta Stukas, President of the Knights of
Lithuania, sent the ‘‘congratulations of all 4000
members of the Knights of Lithuania’’ via Mailgram:
‘“‘As our national Spiritual Advisor you have been ever
vigilant in providing us with significant spiritual and
temporal guidance. We applaud the Alumni Association
for also recognizing your sincere dedication and

‘unselfish contributions to Providence College and the



Lithuanian community. We are very proud of you.”’
Father Jurgelaitis has been a member of the K of L since
his high school days. After a lapse of fifteen years dur-
ing which he prepared for the Dominican priesthood and
completed his university studies in Lima, Peru, he join-
ed Council 103 in Providence. He began writing for
VYTIS, directing a monthly K of L Religious Education
program and participating in New England District ac-
tivities.
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Nine years ago he was appointed Supreme Council
Spiritual Advisor. During this time his by-line appeared
under about 75 articles inVYTIS.

For the past five years Father Jurgelaitis has con-
ducted a Lithuanian Language class at Providence Col-
lege for about 20 interested members of Council 103.

Ilgiausiu metu, Teveli.

Vic Mathieu and Helen Denisewich
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Sincere thanks for your effort in the campaign for the
issuance of a Commemorative Postage Stamp to honor
Stephen Darius and Stanely Girenas for their historic
transatlantic flight. But it is not over. Our 1984 campaign
for the issuance of the stamp in 1985hwas not effective.

‘We are again attempting to achieve this goal - a com-
memorative stamp to b= issued in 1986. We must show
the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee that the
Lithuanian-Americans do not give up, that we are proud,
stubborn and strong, and will work endlessly until we
reach our goal. To give up now would admit defeat.

Our work to date has not been wasted - we are“very

~ close. It is of the utmost importance that we bombarding
the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee with letters and
petition signatures.

This is an urgent request for each and every K of L
member to again participate in this campaign. We also

- need our non-Lithuanian friends, other stamp collectors,
and individuals of various professions and organizations
to support this cause. We must write to our senators, con-
gressmen, state commanders of the American Legion,
and others, for assistance in our efforts for the issuance

of a stamp honoring these two heros in 1986. Write to .

your congressmen, requesting them to co-sponsor Rep.

William O. Lipinski’s introduced House Resolution
#457.

Stephan Darius and Stanley Girénas

Also please write to the Postmaster General and to the
Chairman of the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee
asking for reconsideration of our petition for the
Issuance of a Darius-Girenas Commemorative Stamp in
1986. ) J
The Honorable Paul N. Carlin
Postmaster General
U.S. Postal Service |
475 L’Enfant Plaza SW
Washington, DC 20260

Mr. Belmont Faries, Chairman
Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee
U.S. Postal Service. '

475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, Room 5536
Washington, DC 20260

We can and will live up to our reputation for getting
the job done. We’re counting on all of our members for
their support in this campaign. We need .thousands and
thousands of letters and petition signatures.

With sincere appreciation for your assistance.

JUOZAS ZADEIKIS, C-36

5952 S. Washtenaw Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60629
Note: Sample petitions are available upon request.



K OF L CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER 22: New England District Day
: Cathedral of the Pines

Rindge, N.H.

Holy Mass at 1 P.M.

SEPTEMBER 28-29: Mid-Central District
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Fall Convention and Pilgrfmage’

Hosts-Council 86
DuBois, PA
SEPTEMBER 29: New England District
Convention
St. George’s Church
Hosts C-27, Norwood, MA
Holy Mass at 10 A.M.

Mid-Atlantic District
Convention

Our Lady of Vilnius Church
Hosts C-12, Manhatten, NY

OCTOBER 6:

OCTOBER 13: New England District
Cultural Festival
Maironis Park

Shrewsbury, MA

~ - INMEMORIAM
Please remember in your
prayers... :

JOHN ALANSKAS
Member of C-7
Waterbury, CT
Died June 21, 1985

JANET BRAINARD
Member of C-135
Ansonia, CT

Died July 16, 1985

ADOLPH KAULAKIS
Member of C-36
Chicago, IL

Died July 19, 1985

e

*The KNIGHTS OF LITHUANIA FOUNDATION,
INC. is a newly-organized endowment fund of the K
of L. Its capital will remain intact while its interest
will be used for special charitable, cultural and

‘educational purposes of the K of L.

Help it grow. . . with your contribution of $100.00
or more, which will entitle you to membership in the
Foundation. Send your investment in the K of L
future TODAY.

Write to this address also, to learn how to include
the Foundation in your will.
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KNIGHTS OF LITHUANIA FOUNDATION, INC.
234 SUNLIT DRIVE
WATCHUNG, NEW JERSEY 07060

() | hereby donate to the KNIGHTS OF
LITHUANIA FOUNDATION, INC. the sum of
$
(Minimum — $100.00)

() I have included the KNIGHTS OF LITHUANIA
FOUNDATION, INC. in my Last Will and
Testament.

(___) Please send me more information about the
KNIGHTS OF LITHUANIA FOUNDATION,
INC.

NAME

==

ADDRESS

COUNCIL

Please make all checks payable to:
KNIGHTS OF LITHUANIAN FOUNDATION, INC.

Note: The_Foundation is a not-for-profit corporation,
chartered in the State of Illinois. Tax-expemt status

pending.
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Was reading your May copy of VYTIS and noticed you BRO ADC ASTS IN LITHUANIAN FROM

had enclosed a list of Lithuanian Broadcasts by the Voice WASHINGTON VIA SATELLITE AND REBROAD-
of America. It covered up to April 1985. CAST FROM ENGLAND, GERnMANY AND

Well, T had just sent for and received their latest TANGIERS, ON ' THE SHORT WAVE BANDS.
schedule and thought you might be interested or would e a
like to submit. It is for March 31, 1985 to September 28, 10:15 PM - 10:30 PM 7120 KHZ
1985. I have listed the times now for the summer. Of cour- (Daylight Savings Time) 6080 KHZ
se these frequencies depend on the sun-spots and condi- 6125 KHZ
tions of short wave. Myself I copied the 7120KHZ at 0214 - 0230 GMT 9530 KHZ
10:15 P.M. pretty well, which is broadcast from England 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM 7245 KHZ,
to Lithuania. . . ¥ . or 9735 KHZ
I was b.orn-. in Elizabeth, NJ of both Lithuanian 1400 - 1430 GMT 11960 KMZ
parents which belonged to Sts. Peter and Paul Church. 11865 KHZ
Met my W1.fe while in Navy in Rhode Island and belong t 15270 KHZ,
the Council in Providence. ‘
I am also an amateur radio operator. My call is 12:00 Noon - 12:30 PM 17855 KHZ
K1AMG and am active on the short-wave bands.. Have or 15280 KHZ
talked direct to Europe many times, including Lithuania. 1600 - 1630 GMT 11855 KHZ
I understand there are broadcasts in Lithuanian from 11845 KHZ
Boston, but haven’t been able to find out the time for the
frequencies. These are on the regular broadcast band. NOTE: When we turn our clocks back to Eastern Stan-
Can you help me? dard Time, our times will be one hour earlier, 5 hours dif-

ference from GMT or Greenwich Mean Time.

Anthony Sidla
14 Clackstone Court
Cumberland, RI 02864

Dear Editor:

Today’s mail brought the May VYTIS. On page 7, I
liked especially how you presented the ‘“To Mom’’ arti-
cle. It surely deserves your worthiness for the position
you hold. Much happiness and success on your endeavors
in publishing.

Aciu-Aciu
Joe Malin
