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We are very appreciative for the many
pictures send to us for reproduction in
'VYTIS. Acii labai...but...

Many correspondents request that
pictures be returned to them. We suggest
that if the picture is “one of a kind”, please
do not send it to us. Duplicates should be
made for personal use if negatives are av-

ailable.

When using the pictures, at times we
have to cut them down to the required size

(cropping) and then put them through a

waxing process for paste-up purposes, -

thereby destroying the pictures for further
personal use.

We are also trying to cut down on unneces-
sary postage costs (and you know how high
it is getting) by mailing them to the owners.
We also assume no obligation to return any
material such as original manuscripts or
photos not solicited. If the manuscript is
valuable to you, please make a duplicate.
Your cooperation is most appreciated.
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Lietuva turi Kardinola!

JO EMINENCIJA VINCENTAS SLADKEVICIUS

This year,the Feast of the Most Holy Trinity
was a special one for Lithuanians here and in

Lithuania. Our Holy Father, Pope John Paul II pre-.

sented us with a great gift a Cardinal.
The future cardinal was born in August 20,

1920 in the Guroniy village, the county of Zasliai,

district of KaiSiadoriai. Born from poor parents, he
completed his preliminary education with the aid
of the pastor of the parish of Zasliai — the Rev. M.
Cijanai. Vincentas attended the high school of the
Lithuanian Jesuits in Kaunas. In 1939 he was ac-
cepted at the Kaunas Seminary. He finished with
a degree of Sacrae Theologiae and in 1944 was as-
signed as an assistant in Kietaviskés and later be-
came chaplain insthe High School of Merkiné. From
1952 he was an instructor at the only seminary in
Lithuania in Kaunas. At the same times he served
as prefect of the seminary.

In 1952 Father Sladkevi¢ius was concecrated
bishop by the late bishop-martyr Teofilijus
Matulionis. Having gone through years of physical
and mental torture by the soviets, and at 80 years
of age Bishop Matulionis envisioned Sladkevi¢ius
as his possible successor. He presented Sladkevicius
name among others for the governments approval

[ ————- ..

Lithuania has a Cardinal! .

as candidates for consecration. All were rejected.
By secret means Matulionis got the list to the Holy
Father. A reply was received on December 2, 1957.
The Holy Father had chosen Father Sladkevicius to

be Bishop and gave Bishop Matulionis permission
to consecrate him by any means possible (even in
secret). So, on Christmas eve in Bishops Matulionis
private chapel in BirStonas, Rev. Sladkevitius was
consecrated bishop. On the next day, Bishop
Matulionis presented the newly consecrated bishop
to the then Minister of Religious cult J. Rugienis.
The minister was enraged and screamed: “This so
called Bishop which you “baked” (iskepiai) shall
never rule a diocese!”

From the day of his consecration, Sladkevicius
was forced to move to a parish in the outposts of
Lithuania as far away as possible from his diocese,
at the border of Latvia — Nemunélio Radviliskyje.
He refused to assume these duties and only' with
the death of the pastor there in 1970, the Bishop
agreed to assume the duties at this now priestless
parish. | ‘

After long and arduous bargeining with the
Soviet Government the Holy Father finally suc-
ceeded, in 1982, to have Bishop Sladkevicius a~sume
his seat as Bishop of KaiSiadoriai . * 1983, together
with other bishops, he was permitted to make his
first “Ad limina” visit to Rome.



Here, far away from our native land, we know
very little about the new Cardinal. But we respect
the choice that the martyr-bishop of Lithuania —
Teofilius Matulionis had made and rejoice at this
generous gift of the Pope.

He is to receive his red hat in Rome at St.

Peter’s bazilika on June 2y, tne feast of SS Peter -

and Paul Let’s all pray that our new cardinal will
be permitted to come to Rome and receive his red
hat from the hands of the Holy Father .. Te Deus

Laudeamus!

Dalia Bulvidius
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Bishop Vincentas Sladkevicius was reinstated as apostolic administrator of the diocese of Kaisia-
dorys after twenty-three years of internal exile. Bishop Sladkevicius, second from left, entered the

Cathedral of Kaisiadorys on August 8, 1982 during the singing of a hymn to the Holy Spirit. From
left to right: Bishop L. Povilonis, Bishop V. Sladkevicius and Bishop J. Steponavicius.
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Bisho of Kaisidorys, V. Sladke

h’cis in Marijampole at 50th annivers&ry of Servant of God Archbishop George

Matulaitis who died in 1927 as Apostolic Visitator of Lithuania and Founder of Marian Fathers.
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It seems like only yesterday...
. A REVIEW OF THE HISTORY OF THE
KNIGHTS OF LITHUANIA

By: Al Wesey

According to the records of the Federal Go-
vernment, it did not start keeping records of the
Lithuanian immigrants arriving to the United States
until 1910. Up until 1918 immigrants coming here
stated that they had came from Poland or Russia.
One historian, A. Kucas stated that before 1900
there were between 50 and 100,000 Lithuanians in
the United States. From 1913 when the Knights
were organized until 1921 the largest number of
immigrants which joined the Knights was 4655.

What do these numbers mean? Several priests,
back in 1921 stated that there were only 400 really
“patriotic” Knights. In 1921, a Catholic could not
join an organization unless it was under the guidance
of a priest. Many did not approve of such “dictator-.
ships” and did not join any Lithuanian - Catholic
organizations.

For this reason, at this time, the Socialists and
Communists started organizing into groups. Many
immigrants flocked to them. These radical organiza-
tions attempted to solicit members, even Knights
by their biased newspapers and books. Many Catho-
lics did give up their religion, joined these groups
“to make new friends”.

The Knights started to lose members. Dues
were not paid and various squabbling took place
not only on the council level but even nationally.
Many members quit the organization never to re-
join. Many of the newspapers began to question the
benefits gained from the Knights of Lithuania orga-
nization in the Lithuanian community. Norkunas
was angered and hurt at such smear tactics and
accusations. He wondered how the media could pick
on an organization with such high ideals.

A few words on the languages. The Constitution
of the K. of L. did not mention language. It was
taken for granted that the language was Lithuanian.
The Constitution did remind the members to go to
night school and learn more about Lithuania: lan-
guage, history, geography. This was indeed difficult
for many of them since many immigrants were illi-
terate.

In 1915 the English language began to infiltrate
K. of L. meetings and crept into the VYTIS. This

caused some of the hard liners to leave the vrgani-
zation. Now, even in the Lithuanian churches it
was mandatory to read the Gospel in both languages.
The VYTIS in 1923 had some articles in English
which resulted in many letters of protest. But the
practice of using both languages continued.In 1933 .
the editor reported that one half of the readership
did not read Lithuanian at all. In 1933 HM Joseph
Boley-Bolevicius in a forceful article urged the
Knights to return to their beautiful Lithuanian I~n-
guage. .
Up until 1960 the idealists and realists were
debating the use and value of the Lithuanian langua-
ge. It was well known that many of the 3rd and 4th
generatioas of youth had no interest in the Lithua-
nian language. In many cases at this time the mee-
tings were opened with the Vyc¢iy Hymnas and a

Lithuanian prayer, the rest of the meeting was in
English.

(Bus daugiau - To be continued)

[In this brief summary which will appear.throughout
our jubilee year in the VYTIS, Al Wesey only tou-
ches upon the highlights of our history. For a com-
plete version — beautifully written by the historian
Father William Wolchovich, please obtain a copy
from your district presidents. Their addresses are
listed on the inside front cover of the VYTIS. —
Editors)

et IeL e L U LD TL e el fal falfallalla bl lalolelole ol = bule e ble Ll =l

GLORY TO OUR LITHUANIA

Glory, glory to our Lithuania
Steadfast in all her prayers

One of God’s memorable nationals
And as her shining sun

Will forever stand together tall
Glory, glory to our Lithuania.

Leo L. Meshauk, C-63
Lehigh Valley, PA

!
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PONTIFICIO COLLEGIO LITUANO
S. CASIMIRO

Via Casalmonferrato, 20

Tel. (06) 75.93.724 - 75.94.908

00182 ROMA - Italia

Dear Brother and Sister in Christ,

On April 24 — World Day of Prayer for Voca-
tions, we prayed for Lithuanian vocations as well, which
we need so very much. Strong and continuous prayer is
one of the conditions the Lord set so that "the Father may
send out more labourers into his harvest". Therefore we
should not limit ourselves to just one day of prayer, but
through our daily prayers and good works we ought to im-
plore God for more saintly Lithuanian vocations.

- For the very first time I am turning to all our
fellow Lithuanians concerning the more earthly and mate-
rial affairs of our College (seminary) in Rome.

The Lithuanian College (seminary) of St. Casimir is
not only a seminary but also the only Lithuanian spiri-
tual center in Rome and all of Italy. Besides, it is and
will remain in the future the only unofficial permanent
link (representation) of the Lithuanian faithful, especially
those outside of Lithuania, with the Holy See. Until now
the College has been supported by Lithuanian Benefactors
~ in the free World. If some day in God's plans the doors to
Lithuania's freedom will open, the Lithuanian episcopate
will already have its College (seminary) in the center of
Christianity built on strong foundations, and will then be
able to administer it by itself. But that time may still be
far away.
| Thus I turn to you with the matter which should have

been raised several years ago: the further support of St. Ca-
simir's College and especially the guarantéeing of its fu-
ture. We turn to you at this present time for various rea-
sons: the depreciation of the dollar to half its original va-
lue, the constant increase of the already high cost of living

/

-in Italy, the urgent and necessary renovation required for -

some of the College's buildings, as well as more rapid
growth of the COLLEGE'S SUPPORT ENDOW-
MENT FUND (CSEF).

The question of the College Support Endowment
Fund is quite urgent. We began it in 1984, on the occasion
of the St. Casimir's 500 year Jubilee, when the Knights
of Lithuania "adopted" the College (71st National Con-
vention — Chicago) and began to send donations to this
Fund. The Knights of Lithuania's contributions so far total
more than 50,000 dollars. On this occasion we wish to ex-
press much appreciation and thanks to all the Knights for
their generosity and continuous support. But they cannot

4
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carry the weight alone. We invite every Lithuanian priest
and layperson in the free world to contribute to this Fund.
In every country, wherever there is a Catholic Dio-

- cese, there is a yearly diocesan ccllection for the

support of the seminary. This is not only permitted
but also required by the Code of Canon (Church Law) (es-
pecially can. 263 and 264). Therefore, with the blessings of
H. E. Bishop Paul Baltakis, O.F.M., we turn for the first
time to the whole Lithuanian Catholic community inviting
all to help us: ONCE A YEAR TO MAKE AT
LEAST ONE MATERIAL DONATION TO THE
ONLY LITHUANIAN SEMINARY OUTSIDE
OF LITHUANIA. Not every family can offer to God a
son or daughter, but every family can and is obligated to
help the cause for vocations not only through prayer, but
also through material support. '

On May 29th of this year the Holy Father ordained
the College alumnus deacon Paul Maliska to priest-
hood. This is a big feast not only for the College but also
for all Lithuania and the Universal Church as well. Then,
on July 10th of this year, in the Our Lady of Vilnius
church in New York, Bishop Baltakis will ordain the
College alumnus Robert Rakauskas to the diaconate.

Unfortunately, the number of Lithuanian vocations,
as elsewhere, is substantially reduced. We hope with the fi-
nancial campaign to begin publicizing broader this dear in-
stitution of ours as well. We have no doubts that not only
in Lithuania but also in the free world there is a good num-
ber of first rate young men who would be ready to offer
their life, energy and talents for the glory of God and the
well-being of their Nation.

Thus, we turn to you, dear Lithuanian believers, in
this important matter, since after 40 years of the College's
existence the time has come not only to modernize it
somewhat, but especially to do the urgent repair work,
which is required not only for some comfort and a nicer ex-
terior image, but indeed for the safety of the buildings and

inhabitants themselves. Moreover, it is already re- -

quired by the Italian government itself. Laws
change, and old buildings (our College is truly old and not
properly suited for a seminary's work and living require-
ments) have tg adapt themselves to the demands of our
day.

About a month ago we personally contacted every
Lithuanian priest concerning this problem, asking that

they not only send a donation but also approve and bless

our project. We sincerely thank all those priests who have

already responded to our call. As we asked them so we ask
you, dear fellow Lithuanians, not only for a single offer-
ing or pledge, but we dare to request that you remember
in your last will (testament) this very important in-



PONTIFICIO COLLEGIO LITUANO S. CASIMIRO

stitution (seminary) of ours in the center of Christianity.,

Be God's instrument — work with us in the making of

new priests. _

We for our part have instituted this year the Semi-
nary Purgatorial Society and every day we offer one
Holy Mass for-our dear Benefactors, just as most semina-
ries do. We rejoice that at least this way we can return
thanks to you for your supporting us.

In advance we thank you for any donation, even a ve-
ry small one, to our Lithuanian seminary in Rome. For 40
years we have seen the hand of the Divine Providence
blessing us through each and every Benefactor. We are cer-
tain that through you the Lord will continue to bless us,
our Church and our Nation for many years to come.

Gratefully yours in Christ,
Msgr. Algimantas A. Bartkus, Rector
Rome, Marian Year, V.13.1988.
P.S.: Make checks payable to ‘
"Pontificio Collegio Lituano", at the above address.

DO YOU KNOW THAT:

s THE ONLY LITHUANIAN SEMINARY in the free world is
the Pontifical Lithuanian College of St. Casimir in Rome
(PCL). -

1945.X...: The PCL began to establish itself in Rome.
1948.V.1: the PCL was officially recognized by the Va-
tican. -

1950.X.31: the Vatican recognized its statutes and rules.

1952.VIil.30: by a special decree the Government of Italy '
officially gave the College/Seminary juridical status.
1963.X11.18: Pope Paul VI granted to the newly established
Lithuanian seminary the title of “Pontifical College”.
1979.VIl.6: Pope John Paul Il personally visited the Col-
lege.
1984.I1X: the Knights of Lithuania (the first and only Lit-
“huanian Organization) at the 71st. National Convention
. “adopted” the College to give her moral, spiritual & finan-
cial support.

v%¢ The College is intended to form young men of Lit-
huanian origin for the prlesthood and for pastoral
work among Lithuanians everywhere.

v%¢ To date the College has had over 80 Lith. seminarians
and moreg than 50 were ordained for the priesthood.

Y% Any young man having finished high school or the
equivalent may apply to be accepted to the College.

s% Lithuanian language is not a prerequisite for ac-
ceptance. :

s’ The College also accepts Lith. priests who want. to
continue their studies. :

% All you need to do for registration/information is to
write an informal letter to the rector Msgr. Bartkus: Pon-
tif. Collegio Lituano, V. Casalmonferrato 20, 00182
Roma, Italia.

% There are various scholarships which cover a semina-

rian's basic expenses (e.g. room & board. tuition).

% One can study theology in Rome in English.

¥¢ The College has a guest house (Villa Lituania) open
to all visitors and pilgrims to Rome, which helps to sup-
port her.

% The College has a small farm and country villa about
25 km. from Rome for retreats and rest.

% The PCL is basically financed by private donations.

<% The PCL gladly accepts offerings for Holy Mass in-

tentions.
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SEMINARY PURGATORIAL SOCIETY

PONTIFICIO COLLEGIO LITUANO
» S. Casimiro

Via Casalmonferrato, 20
00182 Roma Italia

Please enroll Living ‘ Deceased
for- 10 years $100 5 years $50 4 years $40
3 years § 30 2 years $20 1 year $10

Name of Donor

Street

City, State & Zip

Living or deceased person will be enrolled as a benefactor of St. Casimir’s Seminary and will share in the spiritual
benefits of a Mass offered each day for benefactors, prayers and good works of the Seminary Community.

Certificates will be mailed from Rome.



THE 75th NATIONAL CONVENTION SOCIAL PROGRAM .... IN A NUTSHELL
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FOR THE EARLY BIRDS ...

To be in Washington and not take advantage of the two tours offered
seems a rcal catastrophe. Washington has so much to offer. As a nation’s
capital and political hub of the Western world, Washington has attracted
an appealing blend of cultures and nationalities. The result: a multitude
of regional and international restaurants, shops, festivals and embassies,
as well as thriving performing arts groups and commercial art galleries.
With these attractions and many historical sights and museums, Wash-
ington has more to offer visitors than most cities. On Wednesday, July
27th one tour will begin at 1:30 p.m. for the real early birds and the
other tour for just the early birds at 7:30 p.m. Cost: $15.00 per tour.

TO GET ACQUAINTED ...

Thursday’s Anniversary Party is meant to encourage renewal of old
and the start of new friendships in an atmosphere of nostalgia. Buses will
transport the group at 6:00 p.m. to the Ukranian National Shrine'& Hall
to enjoy food, refreshments, music and memories. Joe Thomas of C-12,
Manhattan, NY , and his orchestra will be on hand with his outstanding
music of today and yesterday.

AN APPROACH TO LITHUANIAN CULTURE ...

Friday night’s concert will be held at Sheridan-Washington Hotel and
will feature K of L member Maryte Bizankauskas of C-1, Brockton, MA
who is presently a member of the Toronto Opera group. Her accompan-
ist, a classical pianist will be Janet Pettit of C-63, Lehigh Valley, PA. A
local Lithuanian Dance Ensemble will also entertain us. You will certain-
ly want to be a part of the celebration. Again, Joe Thomas Orchestra
will supply the music for dancing.

CLOSING BANQUET ...

The Convention’s Closing Banquet will surely make the event for K
of L’ers the culmination of three days -hard work. The Annual Scholar-
ship Awards, Friend of Lithuanian Award and presentation of new Su-
preme Council as well as the introduction of special guests will take
place. KONSTANT SAVICKAS will be elevated to Honorary Member-
ship for his many contributions to the organization.

JUNIORS ...

The program for the Juniors promises to be an exciting adventure. On
Thursday .at 2:00 p.m. Juniors will visit the Washington Zoo and that
same evening will attend the same Anniversary Party with adult§. On
Friday, the day will be spent at the Smithsonian Institute and they will
attend the concert in the evening with adults. On Saturday, a surprise
is in store for the Juniors. Juniors do not want to miss this exciting
event. Then they will attend the Banquet with the adults in the evening.
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SCHEDULE ...

Wednesday, July 27th
1:30 pm Bus tour of Washington
7:30 pm  Bus tour of Washington

Thursday, July 28th
9:00 am Supreme Council Meeting

10:30 am Opening Mass - St. Thomas
Apostle Church

Opening Session

Busesleave for Anniversa: y
Party - Ukranian Nat”
Shrine & Hall

Friday, July 29th
8:30 am Mass - St. Thomas Apr stle
Church
10:00 am Second Session
12:30 pm Lunch Break
2:00 pm Third Session
8:30 pm Concert at Hotel

2:30 pm
6:00 pm

Saturday, July 30th
8:30 am Mass - St. Thomas Apostle
Church
10:00 am Fourth Session
12:30 pm Lunch Break
2:00 pm Closing Session, Elections
7:00 pm 75th Anniversary Banquet
& Dance at Hotel

Sunday, July 31st
10:00 am Brunch at Hotel
12:00 N  Buses depart for Nat’l
Shrine of Immaculate
Conception
1:30 pm Convention Photo and
Procession to Church
2:00 pm Mass of Thanksgiving -
Nat’]l Shrine of Imma-
culate Conception




Déedé Kastukas sako:

KEEN OBSERVATIONS BY THE SAGE!

Our Dede states that at all Conventions many words are
spoken but only a few words are chosen to be remembered.
It’s the same with the people you meet there - only a few
are remembered, if any.

The Lord makes a better product than man does. Look
at the number of aeroplanes that crash due to a wing or
the engine falling off because of metal fatigue. You never

heard of an arm or the head falling off a person just because
he’s old!

THE GENTLE TOUCH

Have you ever been told “You’re beautiful” or “That’s a
hat that becomes you™ or “That’s a lovely hair-do” or “My,
that’s a suit that fits you perfectly” or “You look so young”
..... then a minute later you realize you just loaned your
friend ten dollars before you remembered he didn’t repay
you the five bucks he borrowed five months ago.

Oh well, it’s nice to be complimented - so you glance in
a mirror, tilt your hat a little more, tuck in a loose hair,
adjust your suit, put a spring in your walk and keep on

living and wondering when you’ll get the ten bucks back....
(plus the five, too).

MODERN ADVERTISING

When you buy certain products, there may be a rebate
slip attached to the grocery item, or a liquor bottle, so you
take all the trouble to send it in. It’s not a full refund but
you get some money back. That’s an inducement for you to
try out the product .... Wouldn’t it be a good idea to have
rebate slips for marriages. When you find out the product
isn’t as good as expected, at least you have the satisfaction
of getting a rebate back on the investment. With four out of
seven marriages ending up in divorce, that’s proof the pro-
duct isn’t as good as expected. Now all we have to figure
out is which party is the product, and which party is the
buyer. Then we figure out how much the package is worth,
and who gets the rebate .... so LOOK before you LEAP ....
or remember, ‘“He who hesitates is lost” - you make the
choice. Usually marriages are based on compatibility
which means one partner bends over backwards,or forward
or sideways to be nice. Does that mean you’re a lucky per-
son or a dope, to give in always?

®
Can You Buy Love?

There are men who feel anything in life can be bought,
whether it’s justice, friendship, love, respect, lower house
taxes, etc. etc. All you have to do is pay off the person in-
volved with cash. You have to agree with them to a certain
point since there are honest and dishonest men and women.
Those who have a sense of right and wrong and moral prin-

ciples, can’t be bought. Yes, some judges can be bribed,
some tax assessors can be bribed, but when it comes to real
love, respect, and friendship - if you pay cash or gifts for it
to the party involved, then that love, respect or friendship

_isn’t worth having; whether the man or woman is the giver

or the receiver. True love is based on one of life’s most
sincere and sensitive human feelings. It can bring you des-
pair or make you float on air.

A cash register for a heart is a sad substitute for a pure
relationship, yet we’ve seen men and women who marry or
keep company together for money, and put on a front for
their own benefit and the public to show their relationship
is a happy one. When one partner dies the other relieves a
sigh and says, “At last I got all the Dough!”. What a life to
live and what a character to have, for that type of jerk or
jerkess. In addition, you don’t buy respect or friendship,
you have to earn it, by having respect for yourself first, and
an honest feeling of friendliness for others. False love isn’t
worth two cents ....but would you love me for a new Volks-
wagon? Yes... No ... Yes ... No. (Maybe for a new Cadillac).

L J
INCOME TAX HEADACHES

If you understood and completed your own income tax
for the current year, you are an unusual person - especially
if you sold your home, or stocks, or had travel expenses,
hospital bills, business income. We were promised a simpli-
fied tax form by the government; simplified means easy to
do; our politicians in-Washington gave us the shaft instead.
An ordinary person of average intelligence can’t do his own
tax; he has to pay to have it done. There are businesses
springing up all over the country with alleged specialists
who get a good fee to fill out your tax form - without any
guarantee that it’s correct and you won’t be called in for an.
audit. Those businesses prove that the tax form is not sim-
plified. The average citizen is made to feel he’s a criminal
by his own government when the computations on his tax
form are not correct. There are instances where the com-
puter sends you incorrect amounts on your income be-
cause the clerk pressed the wrong button, then you report
that amount and the government calls you in, and penal-
izes you even though you did act in good faith. That’s when
in your mind you call the federal agent ‘““You Dirty Rat” -
just make sure you don’t say it out loud.

And talk about getting taxed in triple or quadruple
fashion on what you earn — there’s the Federal tax, the
State tax, Sales tax, License tax, Business tax, etc. Even
the sacred Social Security Tax now has to suffer bethg par-
tially taxed by the government. Don’t vote for those in
office who introduce new taxes — it.means more jobs for
their friends or relatives. Have you ever heard of a reduc-
tion in taxes once that tax has been put into effect? Wheth-
er you call it Internal, External, or Eternal, Revenuc Ser-
vice — you are the victim always till it’s your turn to leave
for the promised land. Halleluiah. |
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First of all, we wish to congratulate those K of L'ers who
responded by letters to the Press, Government Repre-

sentatives and Leaders, Church Officials, etc. concerning

Lithuania and Lithuanian affairs...

Special word of thanks to JUDITH A. PETROKAS, of
Dayton, Ohio, who protested the pro-soviet bias in Ted
Turner’s highly promoted “Portrait of the Soviet Union”.
In her lengthy letter of protest, she pointed out the many
inaccuracies on the historical backgrounds of the Baltic
States, and the failure of the television series to document
true conditions: religious oppression and cultural genoci-
de. She also wrote to Robert Wussler, Exec. V.P. of the
Turner Broadcasting System.

K of L archivist LARRY SVELNIS, of Needham, Mass.,
protested to the editor of the Needham Chronicle, which
published an inaccurate and biased article by Elizabeth
T. Graw, “USSR Christians Celebrate,” The author,
among other inaccuracies, stated: “Religious instruction
can be given in church classes or in private.” NOT SO/

RITA ZAKARKA, of Chicago, Ill. sent us copies of two
letters of greeting, received from imprisoned Lithuanian
Catholic activist, VIKTORAS PETKUS. Rita’s example
of writing to incarcerated Lithuanian dissidents should”
be followed by other K of L’ers. (The names and addresses
can be obtained from the Lithuanian Information Center,
351 Highland Blvd., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11207).

JOSEPHINE ZUKAS, of Port Washington, N.Y., (Great
- Neck Council), sent us two very interesting articles from
the Long Island Catholic, PO Box 700, Hempstead, N.Y.
11551. One of them concerned statements in mid-April
by Pope John Paul II and Soviet political and religious
leaders, bringing a clearer focus to Church - state pro-
blems in the USSR. The second article quotes the Holy
Father...calling for restoration of religious liberty in Lit-
huania, as “winds of renewal” blow through the USSR.
In a Latin-language talk April 18 to visiting bishops from
Lithuania, the-Pope said the Church there was still strug-
gling against government restrictions in a “decidedly at-
heistic” environment. He described Lithuania’s estima-
ted 2.5 million Catholics as a suffering Church and con-
- trasted this with the social liberalization under way in
the Soviet Union. He praised the tenacious faith of Lit-
huania’s Catholics and said they have much to offer their
society — above all, a “serene conscience, well-formed,

_rich in the highest valus of truth, justice, brotherhood

and peace.”

MRS. MARY VAGLIA, MCD Lithuanian Affairs chairla-

dy, sent us a lengthy article which appeared in the Pitt- .
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sburgh Press, written by John-Thor Dahlburg of the
Associated Press from Moscow, entitled: “Glasnost Awa-
kens Long-Suppressed Ethnic Sound, Fury.” the well-
written article gives a good analysis of the historical back-
grounds of the Soviet-suppressed ethnic republics, pre-
sent conditions and reasons for the unrest. Correspon-
dent Elenor Chute, in an article “People Here From
Baltic Hope For the Best,” quotes the feelings of a Lat-
vian, also Lithuanian, K of L'er Vy